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RESOLUTION. 


Read- 


The General Report on Public Instruction in BengaJ for,tho year 1874-ft. 


Tin departure from India 'of tho Director • of Public Instruction, 
Mr. Atkinson, rendered it> necessary that this report should bo prepared by an 
officer who was not in actual charge of the Department of Education during tho 
year under review. But tho report, though drawn up under this disadvantage, 
givds a clear and comprehensive account of the progress of education during the 
year, and the Lieutenant-Governor’s thanks are due to Mr. Sutcliffe for tho 
care which, lias been bestowed upon tho report, for the 'judgment with which 
important passages have been selected from the reports of local officers, 
and for the valuable remarks and suggestions of the Officiating Director 
himself. * * * 

2. The total number of schools shown in the returns of the year is 17, 9 JO 

Avith 517,299 pupils, against 15,926 schools with 463,216 pupils in tho preced- 
ing year, and this result has been attained notwithstanding the transfer 
of Sylhot to tho province of Assam. But it is explained that some part of this 
apparent .increase belongs to unaided schools not under regular inspection,- 
and tliat the total gain to organized education under Government superin- 
tendence and with Government aid is^ represented by ap. increase of 1,050 
schools and 35,015 pupils. • 

3. The expenditure upon education during the year Avas Rs. 39,27,000, 
of which Rs. 22,59,000 were contributed by Govieri orient and Rs. 16,68,000 
were paid by the people. There avus an increase of Government expenditure 
upon schools of all classes during th^ycar. llio proportion of tho expenditure 
paid by tho people is highest in tho higher English schools, Avhere it anuftintth 
to 69 per cent., and lowest in schools devoted to special education, where it is 
only 28 per cent, of ‘the whole sum expended. In the 17th, and following 
paragraphs of the report some interesting figures are given, showing the 
number of pupils per thousand of the population in each division of the Lower 
Provinces, the percentage of pupils attending each of the different classes of 
schools, and the amount contributed to education by Government and by the 
people for each thousand of the population. But the figures given in the 18 th- 
paragraph seem to ca]l for some* further explanation When compared with Avluit 
is afterwards, said iji paragraph 189 of the number* of pupils in tho ticveral 
stages of those school s.Avhich are tlgssed under the head of •secondary ins^rucljon. 
Fpr example, it is saidnn paragraph 18 that in the Doica divisional per cent, 
of the pupils arc* beyond the primary stage erf education, and of theso 19 pfe* 
cent, are learning English.* •Apparently every boy in a higher ox middle school 
is reckoned as haying pa'ssed beyond the primary etago, and every hoy in 

school in Avhieli English is taught is reckoned as learning English. But it 
appears, from j*aragrapll *189 that, of the total number of pupils in liiglier and 
middle schools, moi;e tliaij 50 - per cent, a^c still in the loAver section of the 
primary stage .of instruction ; that is to say, they cannot yot read, write, and 
understand easy sentences in their mother-tongue. It would seem* that pupils 
in this sta$^ should he reckoned fls receiving primary education, though they 
may be receiving it in higher or middle schools. 

4. The paragraphs tJf the report which* deal with the subject of primary 
instruction show that tho large increase in .the number of aided primary 
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schools «which has taken place under the working of the orders of September 1872 
has not yet reached its limits. There was a small decrease in the number of. 
primary schools aided under the old system, though the number of pupils in 
those schools showed a slight increase ; but the number of pathsal&s aided under 
the new scheme (departmcntally known as E pathsalas) rose from 9,045 with 
231,323 pupils in 1873-74, to 10,638 with 257,310 pupils in 1874-75. The total 
number of primary schools of all kinds was 13,145 witlf 330,024 pupils, being a 
net increase of 916 schools and 26,587 scholars. The State expenditure irpori 
primary schools was Rs. 4,42,699, of which Rs. 3,05,500 were expended upon 
the E pathsalas. The average annual cost to Government of each E pathsalA 
was Rs. 29, and that of the primary schools under former systems was Rs. 54-8. 

5. The Director has remarked that this fri crease in the number of aided 
schools does not imply a corresponding addition to primary education, as 
many boys now under instruction in njded pathsalas would still have received 
education of come kind or other if no path, sal a grant had been given. This is 
no doubt true of districts (such as the districts of the Orissa division) in which 
indigenous schools were fiumerous before the introduction of the new System. 
In 1866 it was estimated that there were 1,900 urfaided indigenous schools in 
Midnapore, and the number of pathsalas now under inspection ip the district 
is 1,991, showing it to be probable that the aid given by Government has not 
materially increased the number of such schools. ’ But the case is very different 
in some other parts of Jlengal, and especially in the Eastern districts, in which 
(with the single exception of Chittagong) unaided indigenous pathsalas seem 
hardly to have existed a few years ago. It is also to be remembered that besides 
the inspected primary schools, many new pathsalas, which are still unaided, and 
which are not shown in the returns, have sprung up in the hope of receiving a 
grant. On the whole, it appears not improbable that the 10,000 pathsalas now 
aided under the new scheme ^represent an addition of not less than 5,000 to the 
number of primary schools which existed three years ago. 

6. The influence, however, of the system has been shown by results 
•which are of far moro importance than a mere increase in the number of 

schools and pupils. Primary education has for the first time been organized, 
regular hours and Ji fixed course of %study have been introduced, and a com- 
mencement at least, has been* made of giving village schoolmasters the advantage 
of normal school training. The result has been not only that the standard of 
education has been improved and rendered progressive, but that these primary 
schools now attract classes of the population who previously scarcely came 
under instruction at all. The increase i*i the number of Mahomedan boys at 
School during the last three years is very remarkably, and 86 per cent, of the 
whole number are being taught in primary schools. The new pathsalas have 
also added largely to the number of girls of the lower classes who are receiving 
instruction. • 

7. *The Lieutenant-Governor is glad to learn that the difficulty arising 
from the alleged refusal of the people to pay village schoolmasters the 
customary fees seems to be disappearing. In Eastern Bengal it is said to have 
•been over-estimated in former reports. In the Presidency division the people 
pay three-fifths of the whole income of the gurus, and. in Behar the private 
expenditure is ilbt less than the Government gra^t. Even in Qrissa, in which 
tlie^ difficulty still exists, the objections of the peoplo to* the* payment of fees 
are less than when the new system was first introduced. * * 

♦ 8. ' There afe a -few exceptlbnajly backward districts ( sifcli as *Chumparun) 

in , which the number of primary schools is ^tift^vCl’y .insufficient. But in the 
great majority of districts in tlie Lower Provinces flic time appears to have 
arrived when an increase in the numbefr of school^ and pupils is no long£» c 
the chief object *to be attaint*!. It is now of more importance to ensure,, by 
systematic and efficient* inspection, that the money granted by Government is 
bestowed to tlfe best advantage, and gradually tci raiser the standard among 
both pupils* and teachers in such a manner as not to exclude from our primary 
schools* the humblest and most ignorant ‘dasses of the population. In the 
detailed arrangement? by which these objects arc to bo effected, it would be the 
Lieutenant-Goyemor’s wish that much should be left* to the discretion of district 
officers and school • committeos. Whether the primary school fund shall be 
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administered on a system of fixed gr'ante, or on the principle of payment by 
uesults, or on combination of these two principles; by what agency village 
schoolmasters shall be paid ; whether the examination^ shall bo central or 
local, are all ‘matters upon which no uniform rule is oitlier necessary or* 
desirable. 

9. The Lieutonai^Govemor again notices with much satisfaction the 
excellent results attaiucfRn Midnapore under the admirably organized system 
established by the District Magistrate, Mr. Harrison. The average expenditure 
upon each pathsala in this district was only lis. 9 per annum, but an ener- 
getic and successful guru might earn Its. 50, or even more. The fqp incomes 
of the gurus amounted to four times the Government grant. It is 'observed, 
however, that the Inspector is of opinion that the "primary school fund is less 
judiciously expended in Midnapore than in Burdw^in, in which latter district 
it is stated that “ only large and well-attended pathsalas, in which the youth- < 
fid intellect of the neighbourhood is concentrate^!, are subsidised.” Tlie 
Lieutenant-Governor has already sakl thatjie desires to leave a largo discretion 
to local officers in matters of this kind, but he is constrained to remark that the 
system pursued in Burdwan does not appear# to provide sufficiently for that 
education of. the masses which it is the main object of the primary school 
fund, to encourage and assist. The thriving pathsalas of Burdwan seem rather 
to answer to those intermediate schools jvhich will now be established under 
recent orders of Government, than to primary scho.ols foF the lowest classes of 
the population. 

10. The primary scholarships were eagerly competed for in almost all 

districts, so eagerly that the conduct of the examination is a work of- consider- 
able labour and difficulty. The procedure varied much in different districts : 
in some, boys of all ages were admitted to the "examination, though those 
above 14 were debarred from obtaining scholarships; in other* districts, 
only those qualified for scholarships were all<3w£d to attend the examination. 
Some committees gave certificates of competency to all who passed the examina-. 
tion, others placed on record only the names of those who actually obtained 
scholarships. The Lieutenant-Governor would ask the Director to consider 
how far it is desirable to prescribe an uniformity of practice in these respects 
and in other particulars connected with the examination. There appears an 
anomaly in allowing boys to go up whose age disqualifies them from obtaining 
scholarships. Under recent orders, primary scholarships will be restricted to 
boys under eleven years of age, a^d the standard of the examination must 
accordingly be such tlmt boys of that age may reasonably be expected to be -able, 
to pass it. It would seem mat boys of 14 can hardly be entitled to a certificate 
of competency for passing an examination intended for children three years 
younger. On the other hand, it appears desirable that all wllo pass snould 
receive an official recognition of their proficiency, and it is stated. that this 
certificate is mftcli priced, not only by the boys themselves, but also by 
their gurus and parents. The Lieutenant-Governor woilld be glad to receive an 
expression of the Director’s opinion whether those matters should bo left, to 
the discretion of local committees, or whether some general regulations shou.ld ' 
be laid down, and if .so, what should*bo *tlie nature of athem. * . 

11. The Lieutenant-Governor desires \o reiterate tlio injunctions lq,id down 
by the annual resolution of last year upon all Magistrate-Collectors and their 
subordinates throughout these provinces to* do their very utmost, firstly , 
to extend primary education -afyong the fewer •classes of the people, especially 

’the agricultural classes ; ‘and secondly , to gradually •improve its organization 
# jyid its quality. lie expects every civil executive officer to consider himself as 
clig,rgod with^i solopui responsibility in this respect. lie* will take careful 
note of those officers who succeed, and of those who fail, in ’giving full effect 
to this order. ■ . *• 

Aftpresent he has the’ pleasure of thanking the Magistrate-Colfectors of the 
following districts*:— . 

Midnapore. I Mymensingh. 

Backorgunge. I Monghyr. 
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On the other hand, he. must poinfc out to the [Magistrate-Collectors of the 
following districts that tlie present rate of progress appears to be unsatis- 
factory, and must be yery soon improved : — 

Cftumparun. 

Durbhunga. . 

12. The number of pupils receiving seconcl^^ instruction in higher 
and middle schools was 480,734, of whom 471, O^P were boys and 15,054 
were girls. These figures, however, seem to call for some further explanation, 
as in paragraph 491 of the report 15,054 is given as the total number of girls 
under iiffltruction, including those in lower vernacular schools and patlisalas. 
It is satisfactory to find that while the total increase of pupils in higher and 
middle schools is 8 per cent., the increase in the upper stage amounts to 
11 per cent., showing that larger proportion of boys now carry their studies 
to a more advanced point than was the case last year. 

13. Tho number of government English middle schools remained 
stationary, and the Government vcijiaculai* schools decreased from 186 to 180, 
but this loss was made up by an increase in the number of both aided and 
unaided schools. Taking Government and aided schools together, there was 
an increase of . 72 schools and of 6,197 pupils. The total expenditure upon 
middle schools was Rs. 7, 61, *097, of which Rs. 3,04,412 were contributed by the 
State and Rs. 4,56*685 were raised fyom local funds. The Iicutenant-Governor, 
however, observes that though tho number of Government schools decreased 
by six, the expenditure upon them rose from Rs. 92,769 in the preceding year 
to Rs. 97,043, and this result does not seem to be accounted for in the report. 

14. .Education in middle schools is tested by the examinations for minor 
and vernacular scholarships, and it appears from the report that the results of 
these examinations wex’e as -follow : — 

0 Candidates. Number passed. Number that obtained 

* fcchobirships. 

Minor scholarships * *... ... 1,000 002 114 

Vernacular scholarships ... ... 3,305 2,328 221 

The comparative success of the middle schools of the several divisions 
would be more clearly exhibited if Jbc table given in paragraph 196 of the 
report had shown the number of students who passed in each of the three 
grades into which those who satisfy tho examiners are divided. In the 
succeeding paragraphs of the report this information is given for some 
divisions, but not for all. 

15t The Lieutenaiit-GovcAior is gl^cl to find .that middle schools, which 
appeared from the report of last year to bo in a someWhat languishing state, 
are now working more successfully. There seems good reason to hope that 
this improved condition of the Schools of this class will be maintained, and 
still further advanced by the operation of the recent orders for the foundation 
of intermediate scholarships. Middle schools have hitherto been under the 
disadvantage of having had no regular source of supply from the educational 
stratum immediately oelow them. The gulf between the pathsala and the 
middle school was a wide one, and as hoys up to tl/e age of 14 could compete 
tor primary scholarships, they preferred continuing ip tho. pathsala to entering 
tho middle school. Rut ifi future the limit of age for these scholarships will be 
eleven years, and tin* teaching in the pathsala will be nujre diuectly a prepara- 
tion for the course of instruction in the middle vernacular or Anglo-vemaeulnr 
school, and for omn petition for <the intermediate scholarships. It < may there- 
fore be expected that primary school* pupils wilt pass onto the middle schools in 
much greater numbers than lias hitherto been the dasc, and the pathsala will 
become, as it should be, a link in the educational chain, -though still retaining 
its character as a place of' strictly elementary instruction. ^ . 

16. The number of higher English schools tcachyig up r to the standard of 
thp University, entrance examination was 125 with 20,0^6 pupils, ‘'showing an 
increase of three schools and 1,738 scholars over the figures'of^ last yeajj. The 
increase was in the aided schools, the Government schools having {Increased by 
the transfer to Assam of the Sylhct zillah selibol, and hy tlje conversion of the 
Chumparun zillah school to a nfiddle school. There were also 41 unaided 
schools of this class with 10,770 pupils. Of a total expenditure of about five 
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and a half lakhs of rupees on higher schools, the State expenditure amounted 
•to one and three-quarter lakhs, the remainder being derived from fees, sub- 
scriptions, and endowments. In Government schools about one-third, and in 
aided schools a little more than one-fourth, ©f tlio total cost per head .‘was paid 
by the State. • 

17. To the University entrance examination of December • 1874 the 
higher schools of Bengal sent up 1,717 candidates, of whom 702, or nearly 41 
per cent., passed, 157 being placed in tho first division, 342 in the second, and 
203 in the third. As compared with last year,- tho number of candidates was 
smaller, but tho percentage of those who were successful was considerably 
larger. The Schools of the town of Calcutta, and of the Burdwan and Presi- 
dency divisions, were the most distinguished in the examination, the Hindu 
and Haro Schools in Calcutta winning tho iirst place of all. The result of the 
efforts made, under the Lieutenant-Governor’s Miniftes of tho 25t.h February 
and 18th May 1875, to assist the education of tho poorer, classes of Europeans 
and East Indians both in Calcutta and in the meffussil, will appear moro fully 
in the feport of tho next year. The principal measure taken during tho year 
under review was the addition of Rs. 13,000 to the assignment to the town of * 
Calcutta for the purpose of extending tho operations of existing schools in the 
manner which would be most likely to bring under instruction such children as 
are *at present uneducated. 

18. The returns of the colleges and high schools, in which students who 

havo passed the entrance examination pursue their studies either for the 
entire courso for the B. A. degree, or for the First Examination in Arts, show 
ah increase in the number of. pupils attending both Government and aided 
institutions, though the increase is more marked in tho latter than in the 
former. The total number on the rolls was 1,213'; the expenditure was 
Rs. 3,74,030, of which Rs. 2,17,916 wqro contributed by the State and 
Rs. 1,56,114 were raised from fees and local “funds. In tho Gfovemment 
colleges the cost per ahnum of each student varied from Rs. 1,192 at Berham- 
porc to Rs. 263 at Dacca. . 

19. These figures are exclusive of tho classes for special instruction in 

law, medicine, and civil engineering. At tho Government law schools there 
were 229 students on the rolls, and tho total cost was Rs. 23,039, nearly the 
whole of which was met by fees. Of the several medical institutions, the 
Medical College at the Presidency showed an increase in the number of' the 
English class, combined with some decrease of expenditure; the hospital 
apprentice class is very favourably spoken of *in tho Principal’s report,* and the 
military class was transferred to the new medical school at Patna. At the 
( ’ampbell Medical School at Sealdali the number .of students rose to 818, and 
the cost for the year was Rs. 41,342, of whifch three-fifths w$s derived from 
fees and the remainder was contributed by Government. The new Temple 
Medical- School # at Patna was? opened in June 1874, and arrangements «voro also 
made during the year for opening a now medical school at Dacca. This was 
actually opened in Juno 1875, and promises to be a very useful and successful 
institution. The civil engineering classes in the Presidency Collego fell off in 
numbers dui’ing the year, an'd the results of the annual examinations were * 
unsatisfactory. The Lieutenant-Governor # cannot acquiesce in such, a result,* 
which is indeed, under the existing circumstance's of Ben gal,. peculiarly unfor- 
tunate. He desires iihmediately to receive a moro .detailed report from the 
Director orf the causes of this dcfclino, and the remedies which it may appear 
dosirable to adopt. In* tlfe* School of Art the "number of studonts increased 
to 169, dnd the Principal remarks that the’ work* produced in the several 
classes would bear compspdson with 'the work of students of tho same standing 
in. any* art-sokool in England* But the Liotltonant-Govefnor observes that 
the scho^} is almost entirely supported by Government, the expenditure 
for the year having been Rs. 19,957, of which only Rs. 1,538 were derived 
from fees. • * 

20. 3b* the First Arts examination, which takes place two years after 

matriculation, there were 417 candidates from Bengal, of whom only 144 were 
successful, 14 being placed in the first division, 58 in- the seepnd, and 72 in 
the third. For the B.A. examination the -Bengal colleges sent up 183 
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candidates, of whom 110 were examined in the literature course and 70 in the 
science course. Of the -tfliole number, 79, or 43 per cent., were successful in 
passing for their degree ; but it is noticeable that while only 33 per cent, of 
those who elected the literature course passed, the successful candidates in the 
science course were 54 per cent. There were 22 candidates for honors in Arts, 
of whom 12 passed, and 10 candidates for the ordinary M.A. degree, of 
whom 4 passed. 

21. The Director is of opinion that the result of the examination for the 
B.A. degree may on the whole be deemed satisfactory, as the percentage of 
successful candidates is not much lower than was attained at the last degree! 
examination of the London University. But the Lieutenant-Governor is 
compelled to dissent from this conclusion. He has on several occasions 
recorded his ’.opinion that the attainment of a degree should be the normal 
goal of a college student’# cafrccr. It cannot, ho fears, be said that academic 
distinctions are sought for as they should be, when it is found that all the colleges 
of Bengal produce only 183 candidates for the B.A. degree, and considerablv 

nore than half of these fail to pass the examination. The policy which 
5ir Richard Temple. desires to pursue in this ’matter has been indicated in bin 
dinutes of the 30th August and the 25th September last. Hq, has decided 
hat, save in cases of special exception, candidates shall not bo admitted to 
ho upper class of the Native* Civil Service unless they have taken a degree, 
lor to the lower class of the service ftnlcss they have passed the First Arts 
examination. Further, it is his wish to bring the advantages of the highest 
sducation within the reach of students in all parts, of the Lower Provinces, by 
nultiplying, so far as may be possible, the institutions in which the full course 
>f study for the University degree is pursued. With this object he has already 
auctioned. arrangements for raising Kishnaghur and Cuttack to the status of full 
!ollegcs ; $md he is prepared to extend the same benefit to other places in which 
he desire of the people to participate in this advantage may be practically 
hown by the contribution of an adequate sum from local funds to meet the 
pant which Government will be required to make. Meanwhile, ho would most 
!arnestly* impress upon all concerned that this paucity of those who take 
legrees, as compared with those who matriculate, is at present a grave blot in 
>ur educational results. • 

22. Further, the Lieutenant-Governor is convinced that more care must 
>e taken for the moral discipline and tutelage of the youths who leave their 
lomes to attend the higher schools and colleges. Tie therefore begs the atton- 
ion of all concerned to the proposals hr his Minute^ of 34) th August last, 
•egafding the establishment of liostelrics in connexion with our schools and 
jolleges. 

23. The statistics of female education show that the number of pupils in 
jrovernment and aided schools for girls increased from 7,580 to 7,977 during 
he yeaiy and that there was a very marked increase in unaided girls’- schools, 
he number having risen from 00 schools with 1,299 t© 89 schools with 2,200 
lupils. These figures arc exclusive of the number of girls reading in boys’ 
schools, or in mixed schools for boys and girls. The extension of female 
education, especially among the lower classes,* by these mixed schools, is one 
)f the most promising elements of the new pathsala system, and there appear 
to bf>. gopd grounds for the ‘suggestion made in the report, that in addition to 
jur efforts to encourage the multiplication of separate Schools for girls, it is 
also desirable to make more systematic efforts 'to attract girls to mixed primary 
schqols. This may bo dono by* rewards either to tile teachers or to the girls 
themselves, or by a combination of both these plans. Zenana education is 
stated to be making some progress among the higher classes of society, especially 
in several di the Eastern Bengal districts, in which zenana associations have 
been founded forth© education and examination of ladies in- their qym homes. 
The Commissioner of Dacca thinks that these associations tire doing good work ; 
but it must kfe observed that the grant of public money to* institutions which 
do not come under Government inspection iSya departure ^from the principle 
of our educational system, and can only be justified by speoJal circumstances. 

24*. That it should lie necessary to devote a separate chapter of the 
report to Mahomedan education is in itself to some extent a confession of 
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failure, as showing either that our general scheme of instruction is not suited 
to the requirements of this important section of the community, or atdeast 
that Mahomcdans have failed to take full advantage of it. But the statistics 
given in the •report show that whatever* may havo been tho deficiencies 
in former times, satisfactory progress is being mado in Mahomedan education. 
In Bengal, Bchar, and Orissa, Mahomcdans form 31| per cent, of tho totai 
population, and the Mahomedan pupils in Government and aided institutions 
number only 20 per cent, of tho whole; and this single fact shows that 
notwithstanding present progress, tlicr* is much lee-way to bo made up The 
number increased during the year by 8 per cent., and it is noticed that the 
greatest increase is m the higher and middle English schools, showino- that 
the benefits of Western studies are now more generally understood and 
appreciated by the Mahomedan community. It may be hoped that the 
results of this will before long be apparent .in* tho University class lists 
as at present the number of Mahomedan students who complete an academical 
career is extremely small. At tho last examinations only 86 Mahomedan 
candidates competed at the entrance examination, and only 26 of theso passed • 
at the First Arts examination there were 1 1 candidates, of whom three passed * 
and at tho B. examination there were four ‘candidates, none of, whom was 
successful in obtaining a degree. It is noticeablo that in the Calcutta 
Madfissah many students have expressed a wish t6 bo relieved of a portion of 
their Arabic course in order to be able to take up English ; in tho newly-opened 
Madrissali at Rajshahyc, though the study of English is optional, nearly all the 
boys have elected to learn English ; in the Dacca Madrissali tho European 
system of mathematical teaching has been adopted at the special request of 
the Mahomedan members of the Committee. These facts are full of significance 
and cannot fail to exercise an important influence on tho generation now 
growing up to manhood. . 

25. Though the percentage of increase among Mahomedan* students 

during the year has been greatest in the higher and middle schools, no less 
than 86 per cent, of the whole number of Mahomcdans under instruction • 
belong to the lower vernacular and primary schools. The pathsak education 
appears admirably adapted to the requirements of thq lower classes of 
Mahomcdans, and they readily avail themselves of its advantages. The 
Lieutenant-Governor trusts that the Director will bo careful to insist upon a 
reasonable proportion of appointments, both in tho teaching and in the 
inspecting stair, being conferred upon qualified Mahomcdans. • 

26. At the close of tho year ui*Icr review there were forty Govc/nment 

uru KP.hnniH toy* tIw> fvmmmp ^-P 1 • ^ . ..... 
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were primary schoolmasters. Besides the sdliools directly maintained by 
Government, there were ten aided normal schools for masters, and fire aided 
schoo s and one dnaidt'd school for mistresses. The total cost of Government 
schools was Rs 1,38,067, of which the State contributed Rs. 1,35,623; and 
the cost of aided sclmols was Rs 42,825, of which the Government grant 
amounted to Rs. 16 077 . The wliglo .expenditure upon normal, schools was 
consequently Jts. 1,80,892, out of which the contribution of Government 
amounted to Rs*l*,o 1,700. * . • «. * 

. 27. Tliq views of the Lieutenant-Governor regarding the future consti- 
tution of our-normfl] schools have* been set fofth m his Minute dated the 9th 
September 187;j. In his opuuolL it will be necessary, in Bengal Proper,. to 
maintain <n\y a few normal schools of the first clliss for training masters 
jru middle vernacular schools. Tho X^ants of schools of tho intermediate and 
lower classes wjll be .sufficiently provided for by the rule that the master of 
a lower school shall havq, passed at least the intermediate standard, and the 
master of an. intermediate School at least the middle standard of examina- 
ti(m. J U Behar, CliOta Nagpore, and Orissa, normal schools of the* second and 
third gradciqjor the instruction primary schoolmasters, must still be kept 
up tor the present.; It may be hoped that under this system the cost of ' 

n ‘ jri 2r- schools to Government may be reduced one-half without any sacrifice 
ot efficiency. * J 
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28. The Lieutenant-Governor takes note of the Director’s remark that 

many aided school nfunagers refuse to employ trained normal school pundits, 
and put in friends of their own, often quite incompetent men. There would 
seem to be no difficulty in remedying this evil by laying down a strict rule 
that no middle vernacular school snail receive a grant-in-aid unless the teachers 
hold normal school certificates ; *and the Director is requested to consider and 
report whether this rule should not bo established, and made applicable to 
all future appointments, though it should not affect masters who havo already 
been appointed. • 

29. Sir Richard “ Temple cannot conclude this review without again 
calling to the recollection of all concerned that tho engrafting upon our 
educational system (which is mainly of a general and literary character) of the 
study of the practical sciences is among the most urgent needs of Bengal. 
The existing education, however excellent in its way, does not, and cannot, 
supply the means of livelihood to the annually increased number of those who 
seek to earn such livelihood by mental labour. If the educated youth arc all 
to find employment, there really is no alternative but that a portion* of them 
should resort to thoso employments, now happily multiplying in Bengal, for 
which the practical sciences afford tho indispensable qualifications. With this 
view, tho Lieutenant-Governor has arranged for infusing a scientific element 
into our secondary education, has proposed the establishment of several sorts 
of technical schools, and has encoufaged tho wealthier and more enlightened 
classes of the natives to bestir themselves on this behalf. But these measures 
require some little time before they can take effect, and before the public mind 
can fully realize the urgency of the need and the practicability of the remedy 
proposed'; and although the present report shows no result in this respect, 
"the Lieutenant-Governor hopes that future reports may do so. 

80. „ The Director of Public Instruction, Mr. Atkinson, left India soon 
after the close of the year ’under review, and though he has not resigned the 
service, it is uncertain whether he will return to his post. The Licutenant- 
* Governor has already, placed on record an expression of his appreciation of 
the valuo of Mr. Atkinson’s services, especially in connection with higher 
education. To the. officers of the department generally the thanks of Govern- 
ment are due for the energy, ability, and perscveranco which havo character- 
ized their labours ; and Sir Richard Temple desires to add a special acknow- 
ledgment of tho assistance rendered to the cause of education by the non-official 
members of the several district committees. The untimely death of Mr. Beebee, 
Professor of Natural Philosophy in th* Presidency College, deprived the 
department of one of its most distinguished menjbers, and the Lieutenant- 
Governor concurs with the Director and the Principal of tho College, whose 
remarks are .quoted in the report, in deploring the loss thus caused to the 
public service. 

c 

By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 

H. J. REYNOLDS, 

. Qffg. Secy, to the Govt, of Bengal. 

• • y _ * 

« Order. — Ordored tliat a copy of this Resolution* be f Awarded to the 

Director of’Public Instruction for information^and guidance. ^ 

■ ------ 

Ordered also that a*copy be forwarded to all Commissioners er? divisions 
for their information and guidance, and /for communication to District Magis- 
trates and District Comnlittees. 

By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 

H. J. REYNOLDS, 

Ojfg. Secy » to ttie Govt, of Bengal. 


• Calcutta, 

The 13 th January 1876. 
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REPORT 


ON 

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION IN BENGAL, 


1874-7$. 

+- . 

GENERAL SUMMARY.— The year ending 31st Mafch 1875 has been marked by 
steady progress in education of every kind. In the previous year there had been a large and 
rapid extension of primary education, but in secondary and. superior instruction little 
progress had been made ; and though the number of pupils of this class showed an increase 
on tne whole, yet a marked reduction in the numbor *of aided school^ seemed to indicate 
discouragement on the part of the people. In the year under report, notwithstanding the 
transfer of Sylhet, all the losses of the previous your have been more than made good. Primary 
instruction exhibits the healthy development of a sound and firmly-established institution ; 
and in education of a higher kind the results show that the confidence of the people has 
been largely restored. The number of schools supported by Government has either remained 
stationary or been reduced, but those that depend for their existence on the enterprise' of the 
population show a considerable increase ; while in both classes of schools the numbers M tho - 
pupils have been very largely augmented. 

It will be seen in the body of the report that, as regards secondary instruction, this 
favorable statement of progress must #till be accepted with oertain reservations ; but the 
difficulties that have lately beset middle and higher education either have in many instances 
been already removed, or are at least removable by judicious action. 

2. The returns for the past two years may be thus summarized 



1874. 



1876. 

Class op Instruction. 


- 

, — 

^ 1 


Schools. 

Pupils. 

Schools, 

Pupils. 

t General Instruction, 


•• 



Government institution* ... 

... 0 272 

23,452 ... 

267 

23,004 

Aided ditto • ... 

... 13,070 

872,078 ... 

14,722 

407,200 

Private ditto ... 

... 1,800 

62,406 *. 

2,877 

81,017 

Special instruction 

04 

*4,680 ... 

84 

6,019 

Total, 

... 16,020 

463,216 ... 

17,040 

617,230 

• 


— 

— 

— - 


V 

This shows a total increase of 2,014 schools and 54,023 pupils. Much of this increase,, 
however, belongs to- the indigenous education given in unaided pathsalas, tols, and maktabs, 
the returns for which show an advance of 964 schools and 18,008 pupils. Such schools, it 
must be remembered, form no part of the Government system, ajpd the numbers given in the 
returns afford no trustworthy'indication of the amount of indig*ondti8 education existing at 
any given time. The numbor of schools varies frem year to year afid fr<Jm district to district,, 
according to tho diligenoe of inspecting officers in discovering such sohools and .inducing 
them to supply the. necessary figures. They may be deferred for separate consideration ; ana, 
making the necessary corrections, it, appeals that therd has bpen a total gain to organized 
education of 1,Q»0 sohools and 36,015 pupils. • 

*3. Of this increase, the great bulk rauft be credited to the aided pathsalas, whioH 
shoSr ft gain of 831 schools and 24,535 pupils. At the same time, inspected schools other 
than pathsalaS show a!h increase, of 219 with H, 480 pupils. *In othpr words, aided pathsala 
pupils show a gaiq of 8$ per cent., agamsfr a gain of 51 per cent, in the previous year ; the 
pupils of other schools show a gain of 8 per cent., while in the previous year the increase 
was only 3 per ceni Thd progress of middle and higher education must be regarded as 
satisfactory. . 
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, The following table shows in detail the proportion of pupils undergoing instruction 
of different kinds. The pupils of indigenous pathsalas are excluded : — 


Nun BEE OF PUPILS PERCENTAGE 


Class of Instruction. 

On dlat March 
1874. 

On 3 1st March 
1875. 

r 

In 1874. 

In 1875. 

Colleges 

1,236 

1,241 

4 

•3 

*3 

Higher English schools * 

... 28,460 

30,800 

6*6 

60 

Middle English , ... 

... 28,144 

81,767 

6*0 

6*8 

Middle Vernacular 

... 49,141 

61,547 

11*5 

11*1 ♦ 

Lower „ 

... 308,134 

834,163* 

71*9 

719 

Female „ 

8,885 

10,177 

20 

22 

Special instruction 

... *4,680 

6,019 

11 

11 

Total 

... 428,679 

464,694 

100 0 

100*0 


The close correspondence of these percentages for two successive years shows that 
education has advanced in all directions at an even pace, no branch of instruction having 
been developed at the expense of any dehor. Middle English and female education show 
a very slight advance rQlativoly to the others, an advance whioh has been gained at a 
corresponding cost to middle vernacular education. 

5. The following table summarizes the expenditure for two successive years : — 

1 Year ending 31st March Ybar brdihr 31bt March 
1874. <1876. 


, 

r 

Government 

Total 

r — * 

Government 

Total 


expenditure. 

expenditure. 

expenditure. 

expenditure. 


• Ks. 

Ks. 

Ks. 

Ks. 

University 

... 

74,000 


69,000 

Colleges 

... 2,02,000 

3,92,000 

2,18,(W 

3,74,000 

Secondary education 

4,66,000 

12,20,000 

4,79,000 

13, id, 000 

Primary 

... 3,89,000 

7,11,000 

4,43,000 

7,88,000 

Scholarships ... 

... *1,08,000 

1,15, OOO’ ... 

.. tl,15,(XK) 

1,24,000 

Female education 

63,000 

1,64,000 

68,000 

1,82,000 

Special education (including scholarships) 3,78,000 

6,01,000 

4,06,000 

6,30,000 

Miscellaneous ... ‘ ... 

... 3,40,000 

3,64,000 

1,79,000 

1,93,000 

Superintendence ... 

... 3,28,000 

3,28,000 

3,61,000 

3,61,000 

Total 

... 22,73,000 

38,49,000 

22.59,000 

30,27.000 


There has therefore been an apparent decrease of Es. 14,000 in Government expenditure 
and an increase of Es. 58,006 in total expenditure. As will be pointed out immediately 
(paragraphs 7 and 9), tho decrease of *14,000 in Government expenditure is only apparent ; 
there has been an actual increase of Es. 30,000. I shall now glance at the chief items of 
expenditure. 

,6. In colleges the Government expenditxu’e has increased by Es. 16,000, arising from 
t,ho transfer of the cost of the Hooghly College (Es. 33,000) from the Mohsin endowment to 
general revenues. Endowments show a corresponding* reduction of Es. 38,000, partly 
recovered by an increase of -Es. 4^000 in fees and subscriptions. * The remainder of the cost 
of the Iloogbly College has been met by savings in other colleges. 

7. In secondary instruction 1 an increase of Es. 14,000 is shown in Government expendi- 

ture,* and a total increase of Es. 96,000. The increase in Government expenditure is 
really Es. 32,000, the grants from provincial revenues to highev schools having, in the 
previous year, been reckoned Es. 18,000 too high; surplus fees to that amount not having 
been credited to Government. The Government expenditure on Government schools actually 
remains stationary, and ^he whole increase of Es. 32,000 has been in Government expendi- 
ture on aided schools. . . t 

‘Private expenditure *In Government schools shows an increase of Es. 7,000, partly due 
to fee-payments frem the Mohsin' Fund, In aided sohools the* private expenditure has 
increased .by its. 57,000., . • 

8. In primary instrvction tlje Government expenditure has advance^ from Its. 3,'89,00(f . 
to Ra. 4,43,000, and the total expenditure from IJs. 7,11,000 to Rs. 7,88,000. The whole 

< of this increase is due to the pathsalas, the expenditure In.which has increased by Rs. 55,000 
from Government funds, &nd Rs. 83,000 altogether ; the expenditure in othe? lower sohools 
having slightly fallen off. t t t 

9. The Government expenditure on scholarships held in institutions for generalinstruc- 
tion has advanced from Rs. 1,08,000 to Rs. 1,15,000. Government scholarships held in special 
colleges and schools show a nominal decrease from Its. 39,81)0 to Its. 14,500 ; but the figures 

* Including 4,129 pupils of unaided lower vernacular schools, other than pathsalai, tols, and maktabs. 
t Exclusive of scholarships held in schools for special instruction. 
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of last4j^ear should be reduced by Its. 26,000, the amount of stipends paid to hospital 
apprentices and to military class students. These charges rightly belong to the Military 
Department, and are not entered in the year’s accounts. There is, therefore, an 
actual increase of Its. 700 for special scholarships, and a total inorease for all scholarships of 
Its. 7,700. 

10. Female education shows an inorease in Government expenditure of Rs. 5,000 and 

in total expenditure of Rs. 18,000. * 

11. The figures for speoial instruction (including scholarships) show an increase in 
Government expenditure of Its. 28,000, and of Rs. 29,000 in total expenditure. These figures 
must be raised by Rs. 26,000 (as explained in paragraph 9), so that the actual inorease in 
Government expenditure is Rs. 54,000. The chief items of increase are the following : — 
Medioal Schools, Rs. 9,000 ; Engineering College, Rs. 3,000 ; Madrasas, Rs. 24,000 ; Technical 
Schools, Rs. 11,000 ; Normal Schools, Rs. 8,000 ; in all Rs. 55,000 : and there has been a 
decrease of Rs. 1,000 in Civil Service classes. 



is the diminished cost of abolished schools, an incidental indication of the greater stability of 
the primary school system during the year under report. . 

1.3. Superintendence and inspection show an inorease of Rs. *23,000 due to additional 
sub-inspectors.* 

14. The following table summarises the preceding paragraphs regarding Government 
expenditure : — * 


Head of charge. 
Colleges 

Secondary instruction 
Primary ditto 
Scholarships 
Female education 
8pecial instruction 
Miscellaneous 
Superintendence 


Increase. 

Rs. 

16,000 

32.000 

61.000 

7.000 

6.000 
64,000 


Total 

Deduct 

Net increase 


23,000 

1 91,900 
1,61,000 

£0,000 


Decrease. 

Rs. 


1,61,000 


1,61,000 


15. It cannot unfortunately be affirmed that these figures are accurate. In the returns 
of income furnished by the district committees, sums regranted to Government schools are 
frequently inserted in the column “ Funds not included under foregoing headings/’ with- 
out any notification of the fact. This column amounfj on the whole to over Rs. 10,000, and 
it may be assumed that a certain proportion of this sum should be adde*d to Government 
expenditure upon Government schools. 

16. Turning to private expenditure*, we find a total sum of Rs. 16,68,000 paid by 
the people, against Rs. 22,59, 000 contributed by Government, and an increase for the 
year (as corrected) of Rs 52,000, against the additional Rs. 30,000 contributed by 
Government. The sums which the people ai*e willing tp pay for education of various kinds 
are shown below : — 


»* 

higher Knglish 

ditto 

69 

ditto 

dit^n. 

»» 

middle ditto 

ditto 

66 

ditto 

ditto. 

»» 

middle vernacular 

ditto 

66 

ditto 

ditte. 

>» 

lower ditto 

ditto 

44 

ditto 

ditto. 

>1 

female ditto 

diUo 

63 

ditto 

ditto. 

»» 

Sp^ial ditto 

ditto 

28 (excluding normal scho 


Hence for secondary and female education the people contribute the largest share : for 
primary, collegiate, and special education the chief part of the cost is borne by Government. 

17. The following table shows at a glance the number of boys^er thousand known to 
be at school in each division of Bengal : — • . • 


Division. 


Burdwan • 

Presidency 

Calcutta 

Rajshahi 

Cooch Behar 

Dacca 

Chittagong 

Patna • 

Bhagulpur 

Chota Nagpu^ 

Orissa 


N umber of pupils per thousand 
of &e population. . 




In 1874. * 

In 1876. 

• 


•130 

148 

• 


1. V 5 

10 8 

• 


64 

49 



6 5 • 

65 



60 

7*2 



65 

7*6 



6.6 

, . 7*1 

f ® in 


32 

3-8 



3*9 

4*4 

# 

V 

' 64 

7*0 



64 

07 


Leaving aside the advanced regioh around the Presidency, with 16 boys per thousand at 
school, it appears that in other parts of Bengal atid in Orissa the quantity of education is nearly 
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oeji bbal the same, viz., seven boys per thousand at school ; while in Behar the number sinks to f#br boys 

suMMABY. per thousand. But if we confine our attention to “ organised” education, the superiority of 

Burdwan and Presidency divisions' is not so marked as the table shows, since in these two 
divisions the pupils of indigenous pathsalas entered in the returns form 17 per cent, of the 
total number of pupils. In Dacca they are 11 per cent, of the whole number, and in 
Bhagulpur 8 per cent. In no other* division do they exceed 4 per cdnt., while Orissa shows 
none ; and Chittagong, with its wide-spread system of primary indigenous education, hardly 
bears a trace of it on the returns. 

18. The advancement of different parts of Bengal is to be seen by comparing the 
proportion of pupils in different classes of schools. The following table gives the figures — 
(colleges, special schools, and female sohools are omitted) : — 

PERCENTAGE OP PUPILS Ilf. 


Division. 

Higher 

English schools. 

Middle 

English schools. 

Middle Verna- 
cular schools. 

Lower Verna- 
cular schools. 

Presidency 

7*4 

7-8 

14*5 

703 

Burdwan ... # ... 

6*4 

6*4 

11*9 

76*3 

Calcutta 

... 673 

24 0 

16*9 

*9 

Rajshahi 

. 41 

6*7 

167 

733 

Cooch Behar ... «■ 

40 

5*8 

317 

66*5 

Dacca ...r 

6*4 

12 9 

21*9 

, 68*8 

Chittagong 

4’3 

76 

10*3 

76*7 

Patna ... ... , 

3-8 

47 

86 

82*9 

Bhagulpur 

4*1 

3*2 

4-;* 

88*4 

Chota Nagpur ... 

1*9 

47 

79 

85 5 

Orissa 

26 

40 

80 

84*9 


Putting aside the exceptional caso of Calcutta and the small state of Cooch Behar, the extreme 
zeal and capacity of Dacca division for high education comes out very clearly, with 41 per 
cent, of its pupils beyond the primary stage of education. Of these, 19 per cent, learn 
English ; next in order comes Presidency division, with 15 per cent. Teaming English, and 
Chittagong and Burdwan divisions, each with 12 per cent. ; Bhagulpur, Chota Nagpur, and 
Orissa come last, each with 7 per cent. 

Again, in middle vernacular education, Dacca division takes tho lead by reason of the 
excellence of its Bikramporo and htymensingh schools. Itajslialii comes next, followed by 
Presidency ; and Burdwan and Chittagong divisions aro again on a level in this, as in English 
education. 

19. Hence, in regard to quantity of education, we can form three groups : — Presidency 
aud Burdwan divisions first; Eastern Bengal, Iiaj shall i, Chota Nagpur, and Orissa second; 
and Behar third. c In regard to quality of education we can also form three groups : — Dacca 
first; Presidency, Burdwan* Chittagong, and Kajsliahi, second; Chota Nagpur, Orissa, and 
Behar third ; Bhagulpur, division being the most backward of all. 

20. Those results may be illustrated by the financial statistics of the several divisions. 
The following table takes 1,000 persons as tho unit, and shows for each thousand of tho 
population tno amount contributed to the general education of boys by Government and by 
the people. Unaided, special aud female schools are excluded : — 


Expenditure. 





r~ — — v 


■ 


Division. 



By Govern- 

Privately. 

Total expendi- 

Yearly cost of 

r 



ment. 

ture. 

each boy educated. 




Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

R8. 

Presidency 



241 * 

407 

64*8 

6*0 

Calcutta 



814 

229 7 

rfll’l 

26*0 

Burdwan 



22*9 

44*3 

67*2 

4*9 

Rajsh&hi 



16*9 

161 

32 0 

61 

Cooch Behar 



290 

30*2 

69*2 

13*9 

Dacca 

• 


t ... 13'0 

17*0 

300 

4*9 

Chittagong 

" 


12*3 

10*3 

. 22*5 

3*4 

Patna • 

e ... 


7*9 

6*5 . 

’ 14*4 

4*2 

Bhugulpur 



9*6 

7*2 

16*8 

4*3 

Chota Nagpur 

IX ... 

< 

121 

• 6 6 

, 187* 

3*2 

Orissa 



10*6 

7*6 

182 

41 


21. It is only in the advanced tracts of ^Presidency, Burdwan, and Dacca divisions 

that the private expenditure exceeds tho Government expenditure* 1 . In Cooch Behar division 
much that is entered as Government expenditure is paid by the Cooch Behar strte. In 
Chota Nagpur private contributions fall lowest, being little more than half tho Government 
expenditure. * i 

22. Presidency and Burdwan divisions show an expenditure per/ thousand more than 
twice as great as in any other division, Cooch Behar excepted. * (The case of Cooch Behar is 
a special one; middle schools are exceptionally numerous compared witl^ pathsalas, which do 
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not flourish ; and tho cost of education is proportionately high.) The expenditure in those 
two divisions explains the comparatively widespread of education. Comparing Dacoa and 
Rajshahi, we find that in the former a high, and in the latter a modorate, education is given 
to nearly the same number of persons per thousand at nearly the same cost per head, the 
advantage in all respects being on the side of Dacca. In Chittagong, Cliota Nagpur, and 
Orissa nearly the same money is spent ; but the greater zeal for learning in Chittagong is 
shown as well by the larger private contributions as by the superior results attained Patna 
and lihagulpur divisions come last of all ; the expenditure in Patna, both (Government and 
private, being less than in any otlxer division, just as the number of persons educated is 
also least. 


Trimary Schools. 


2d. PRIMARY INSTRUCTION.— After the largo extension in the number of 
aided primary schools that took place in the yoa^ 1872-71, it was not to bo expected that 
there would be any considerable increase during the year under report. The returns, 
howover, show that Sir George Campbell’s scheme has continued to mako progress, and that 
although it has now expanded far boyond the ^limits anticipated by tho lato Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, yet it still admits of furthor extension before tho available funds are 
exhausted. # • • 

24. Thcv returns of the previous year show that on the 31st March 1874 there were, in 
connection with tho department, 12,229 primary schools of all kinds which rocoived support 
from Government, with an attendance of 303,437 pupil#; and that of these, 9, G 45 wore 
pathsalas aided undoWtho new schemo, with an attendance of 231,323 pupils. 

25. Tho returns on the 31st March 1375 show* that the number of schools supported 

under the old systems was 2,507 with 72,714 
pupils, being* a loss of 77 schools attended by a 
gain of 600 pupils; while tho number of new 
pathsalas aided under tho scheme has risen from 
9,045 with 231,323 pupils to 10,038 with 257,310 
pupils, giving an increase of 993 in the numbor of 
now pathsalas and of 25,987 in tho number of 
pupils. Tho net incroaso in tho number of aided 
primaries and pupils during the year has therefore 
been 910 schools and 20,587 scholars. 

20. In tho resolution of 30th September 1872 it was estimated that under tho schemo 
thou promulgated and tho systems already in force, it would bo possible to maintain 8,889 
primary schools in the districts now forming tho Lieutenant- Governorship of Bengal. The 
preceding figures show that this ostimato has already been largely exeooded, and under 
improved systems of administering tho primary funds, a further development may bo 
anticipated. • 

27. The State expenditure in 1873-74 upon all kinds of primary schools was 
Rs. 3,80,833, of which Its. 1,42,477 was spent on primary schools under tho old systems, 
and Rs. 2,44,330 on pathsalas under the new scheme. t 

The corresponding expenditure for 1874-75f was 



Schools. Pupils. 

Government lower schools ... 

... 15 

410 

Grant-in-aid schools 

... 327 

9,128 

Circle schools 

... 287 

10,187 

Pathsalas under tho old scheme 

... 1,878 

62,989 

Total under old systems 

.. 2,507 

72,714 

Pathsalas under tho now scheme 

10,038 

2,57,310 

Grand total of primary schools . 

..13,145 

3,30,024 


t Trimary Schools , 187J-75. 

Government, lower schools 
Grant-in-aid schools 
Circle schools 

Pathsalas under tho old scheme 

Total expenditure on primary schools under old systems 
Pathsalas under tho new scheme . v 

Grand total of expenditure on primary schools 


Rs. 

1.428 

18,008 

12,279 

1,05,484 

1,37,199 

3,05,500 

4,42,699 


•Rs. 1,37,199 for schools under 
the old systems, and Rs. 3,05,500 
for the now pathsalas, or a total 
of Rs. 4,42,099 on primary schools 
•of all kinds. These figures show 
that the averago annual cost Sf 
each new pathsala was nearly 
Rs. 29, or Rs. 2-6 a month ; # while 
that of tho schools under former 

systems was Rs. 54-8, or Rs. 4-8 

a month. Tho average number • 

of pupils in attendance at each new pathsala was 24, and of each of # the old pathsalas 29. 

28. In brief, tho operations under the now scheme of puimary education for tho 
last two years may be # thus summarized. In 1872-7J) 5,775 schools .with 137,717 pupils 
had been aided from the now grant at a cost of Rs. 47,523 for tho fow Inonths dhrin£ 
which "it was at work; aryl the pupils in unaided pathsalas numtjpred 90,000. In 1873-74 
9,645 schools with "231, 323 pupils had been aided at a cost of Rs. 2,44,336 ; and pupils in 
unaided pathsalas fell to 39,000* 4arge%numbers of thosb in the previous year having 
been taken up *into -the primary system. In 1874-75 10,638 sAools with 257,310 pupijs 
hara been aided at a cost of Rs. 3,05,500 ; unaided pathsala pupils having again risen to 
57,000, an increase due for tho rtiist part to the pursuit in many districts of systematic 
inquiries after unaided village schools. 

29. It will be noticed that while the* number of E pathsala pupils has increased by 9 per 
cent, in the past yeaY\‘ the cos { of E pathsalas has increased by 25 per cent. Tho cause of this 
difference is that in December 1873 it was discovered that tho primary grant had been largely 
•uTider-efttimated. Notico-was at once given/to district officers, and numerous schools were 
started before the close of tfte year, with tho result that an immediate and very large addition 
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was made to the number of primary pupils by the 31st March 1874. The expenditure 
on these new schools was, however, small during that year, while in the year under report 
the expenditure has been running for the full period of twelve months. 

30. Under the very economical and expansive system of payment-by-results, which 
has been introduced into the district of Midnapur by tho Magistrate, the average aid 
received from the primary fund by 1,873 pathsalas was only Its. 9 each per annum. If 
these schools and tho payments made to them bo excluded, tho average annual cost of the newly 
aided pathsalas in all other districts amounts to Iis. 33 nearly. 

31. Tho State grant for expenditure upon old and new pathsalas for tho year, in tho 
districts now subordinate to the Lieutenant-Governor of Bongal, was Rs. 4,83,100. The 
expenditure upon schools aided from this grant was Rs. 4,10,984, to which must be added 
Rs. 17,240 paid to abolished pathsalas, Rs. 910 for temporary guru-training classes, and a 
further sum of perhaps Rs. 5,1)00 for miscellaneous charges, including the contingent expen- 
diture of district committees and deputy inspectors. The total expenditure chargeable 
to the grant amounts therefbro to Rs. 4,34,140, so that there remained at the close of tho 
year an unoxpended balance of nearly Rs. 50,000. 

For tho most part this is due to tho caui ion exercised by Magistrates in keeping well 
within tho limits of tho funds assigned them ; but in some districts, notably in Tirhoot 
Mymensingh, Backergunjfe, and Tipperah, the unspent balances are large. In Tirhoot 
doubts existed as to tho partition of the original primary grant between the two 1 new districts 
of Mozufferporo and Durbhunga. In Mymensingh and Tipperah the district authorities were 
reluctant to placo out more ffuids in subsidising pathsalas till ^ there was a more 
adequate inspecting agency at their disposal, and the recently sanctioned addition to the 
staff of sub-inspectors will to some extent moot this difficulty. 

32. The following table shows the expenditure in each division on primary education, 
the primary allotment to tho division, and the amount of savings : — 


Division. 




Primary grant. 

Expenditure in 
1871-76. 

Saving. 





Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Presidency 


... 


63,600 

63,800 


Kurd wan 




78,200 

7o,ooo 

8,200 

Rajshahi 




80,100 

77,000 

12,100 

C obeli 13ebar 




6,000 

4,600 

1,500 

Dacca 


... 


... 47,700 

37,000 

10.700 

(’hittagong 




*26,000 

21,000 

4,400 

Patna 




80,100 

71,000 

9,100 

jlhapulpur 




40,400 

40,i >00 

400 

('hot a Nagpur 




32,200 

26,000 

6.200 

Orissa 


« ... 


29,800 

28,600 

1.30 0 




Total 

... 4,83,100 

4,29,400 

53,900 




33. Tn those districts where all the « available funds have been allotted, a further 
extension of schools in connection with the State can only ho looked for through a more 
economical administration of tho primary grant, by reducing the amount of the present 
fixed subsidies whore they are thought to bo too large, and supplementing them by rewards for 
proficiency its tested by examination. The reports of the year show that some of the 
Magistrates are alive to the advantages which would attend the working of a scheme 
of thL kind. In Midnapur tho elaborate scheme ‘ introduced by tho Magistrate has, 
after another year's experience, proved highly successful. , That scheme would, however, 
be inapplicable to districts where schools are sparsely scattered over a wide area, or where, as 
in Eastorn Bengal, the country is intersected by a network of khals and rivers, which make 
a journey of a few miles 'often difficult. 

34. Looking, then, fo the very different circumstances of the several districts, and even 
of the several sub-division s of the sj\me district, the conclusion scorns forced upon us that 
f )r the present at all bvents no uniform administration of the primary grant can be prescribed 
for all Bengal. 

35. Besides the scheme worked by Mr. Harrison in Midnapur, other more or less 
systematic methods of payment according to merit havf.been proposed. Those in use or 
recommended for Eastern Bengal are thus describe?! by Dr. Robson 

(a,)— A small fixed grant, to gurus, p,nd a quarterly reward determined by the con- 
dition of the school at the inspecting ofliceVs visit. This is practically The 
circle system. 

(ft.) — Increase or decrease of the monthly ^rant according to progress or the reverse 
shown from visit to .visit. • ( 

(c.)— No fixed grant, but an annual reward to the guru for eaqh boy who passes in 
the 1st, 2nd, or 3rd grade at the primary scholarship examination. This ie^ 
Mr. Harrison’s scheme reduced to its simplest form. * 
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Mr Woodrow points out an incidental objection to all such schemes as (a) and (b), 
namely that they imply that Sub-Inspectors are perfectly trustworthy ; and an inherent 
objection to payment by results in any form, namely, that it gives much where little is 
required and little whore much is required, since the successful guru who gets most from 
Government can also* command most from his pupils, ile therefore advocates the following 
system : — • 

(</.) — For remote parts of a district, whore frequent supervision is impossible, fixed 
payments. For frequented parts, in which unfair practices will be brought 
to light, payment by results entirely. For other parts of the district 
intermediate between these two limits, a combination of the two, namely, 
for rich or large villages a low fixed grant and high rate of payment bv 
results; for poor or small villages a high fixed grant and low rate of 
payment by results. 

Mr. Croft is of opinion that the consideration of private income should generally he 
ignored, on the ground that it gives the villagers a direct inducement to withhold their 
money from the guru, since it will be made up to him ty Government ; and also on 
the ground that the guru who teaches tho larger and inoro advanced village has the more 

# important charge and doservos tho higher pay. As to •the •manner of payment, he 

proposes — • . 

(c.) — Classification of the pathsalas of a district according to both numbers and 
progress, and payment for each class at » fixed rate so long as a puthsala 
remains in that class. Also a margin of the grant to bo left for annual 
rowards to teachers and pupils upon the result of the primary scholarship 
examination, not merely for thoso who gain scholarships, but for others 
who do well. * • 

• 

36. Upon the whole, though little has yet been systematically done in this direction, 
it seems ovident that district officers need find no difficulty in adopting one or other of 
these methods, as may seem best suited to tho special circumstances of tho district. At the 
same time, the slumlord lately lixed for primary scholarships will certainly hate the 
effect of bringing the more advanced parts of each district into greater uniformity with 
one another. In these ways and by a judicious uso of the funds already at their disposal, 
a truly great and improved system of national education may he. raised on the foundations 
now laid, which will place the people of Bengal on a level with the foremost provinces in 
India in respect of primary education. 

37. Tho actual sfafus of I) and E pathsalas is compared in somo of the Inspectors’ reports. 
Mr. I do ft maintains that tho distinction is now merely historical, and therefore valueless, 
lie estimates that one-third of tho I) pathsalas in Bohar are roodim' tho vernacular 
scholarship course wholly or partly ; that one-third are in that iqtermodiatd°stago for which 
scholarships have latoly been established; and that one-third have fallen to the ordinary level 
of E pathsalas. But again, of E pathsalas a fair number have raised themselves to the 
vernacular scholarship standard, and many are on the way theretp. It seems likely that in 
Behar, as in other parts, the E pathsalas will in time supply largo numbers of candidates 
for tho now grade of lower vernacular scholarships. 

38. Babu Bhudov Mukhcrji writes to the same effect. In Hajshahi it is no longel* 

true that the D pathsalas are all aspiring to bo middle schools. • In fact, in tho most advanced 
districts only a small proportion teachos tho vernacular scholarship standard; the rest have 
found it easier to compete with tho new pathsalas for the primary scholarship. At the samo 
time, there aro many E pathsalas “ that are well able to read a higher standard, and are 
therefore in fact coming^ down in their {caching power and aspirations.” • 

The main difference now is,.that in D pathsalas tho mode of teaching is moro like that 
of a school, and the gurus get better paid. 

39. In Orissa Mr. Hopkins confirms the statement that there has now come to be 

little or no difference botween tho quality of instruction imparted in the D and E pathsalas, 
and that tho latter carry off the hulk of the priiftaryscholarships.. In tho Presidency division, 
however (at least, in Nuddea)* tho I) pathsalas are said U> maintain tlieir superiority. * • . 

40. Altogether there scorns to be no difference of opinion *tlmt the distinction of D • 

# and Eqiathsalas is nq longer ndeessary, and should disappear from oirr returns, as in reality 
it is doing. The returns f>f 1874 showed 2,040 D pathsalas* those d? 1875 show only 1,878— 
figures which merely mean that pathgalas classified as 1) in the former year have been 
classified as E yftho year # uwlor report, in accordance with the (micro of Government in * 
September 1873, recommending the amalgamation of these two classes of schools Those’ 
patfisltlas, whether established' before or after 18(2, that now show themselves superior to 
tho rest shoflld, under any ‘system of jsiyntent by results, receive .the highest rewards. A 
I) pathsala that, with all its advantages, can no longer hold its own in competition has no 
claim to an exceptional rate df aid. 

41. The reports indeed bring out very clearly the fact that while the progress of I> 
.pathsalas has been in some cases rated too jjighly, that of E pathsalas has boon under- 
estimated. As pointed out by Dr. ltobson, the standard, “ reading and writing the vernacular 
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of the district,” has been variously interpreted ; some understand it to moan reading without 
any, even the simplest book, and elementary writing ; others understand by ability to read 
and write, being able to read an ordinary book or newspaper at sight, and to write a docent 
letter to a friend. The Inspector gives no statistics of the pathsalas that approach to one 
nr the other standard ; but it is probable that very many pathsalas in Baccaaud Mymensingh 
aspire to the latter. • 

42. Mr. Hopkins reports that in every village school in the Burdwan district (in this 
respect much more advanced than Midnapur) he has found printed books, namely Rodhoday , 
(Jhuritabali , Akhyanmanjuri , and Charupath. In Orissa, on the contrary, printed books are 
seldom used. 

44. In the Belmr circle, the Inspector reports a marked difference between the districts 
south of the Ganges and those to the north, the former being far more advanced than the 
latter. In the southern districts of Patna, Shaliabad, and Gya, numbers varying from 17 
to 44 per cent, of the pathsala pupils read and understand simple printed sentences. In 
Bhagulpur and Monghyr, again, primers have been introduced into every pathsala, and aro 
read by 40 per cent, of the pupils. 

44. Even in Chota Nagpur Mr. Clarke reports that in some cases the gurus have 

improved themselves up *to flic point of knowing rule-of-thrce, and keep really good 
schools. There seems *to he no question Unit the order definitely fixing the Totaling of print 
as part of the primary scholarship standard has by no means anticipated the actual state 
of primary education in Bengal generally, and that probably one-half of tho pathsalas 
already read a simple book. * 

45. Within the limits of the same division there will often be found a marked differ- 
ence between tho average rate of pay given to tho gurus in one district and to those in 
another; thus in liajshahi, the Inspector comments on tho fact that tho Moorshedabad 
guru gets only 11s. 25 a year from Government, while the guru in liajshahi district gets 
Its. 45. Similarly, in Bhagulpur division the rate varies from Its. 27 in Purnoah to 
Its. 51 in Bhagulpur. Tn Patna division it varies from Its. 27 in Gya to Its 45 in 
Shaliabad ; iu Dacca division from Its. 04 iu Baokorgungo to Its. 52 in Dacca and 
Fureedpore. 

40. Differences of this kind raise a very important question — how widely the pathsala 
money can bo spread with "advantage Y Generally speaking, it may he said that tho higher 
pay secures the better man ; and in the Debar circle it is affirmed that the results distinctly 
confirm this view, which is also held by the liajshahi Inspector. On the other hand, 
Dr. Robson maintains that tho high grants in Chittagong district show results not so good 
as the smaller grants iu Mymensingh. There can he no question that an average rate of 
Its. 4J, as iu Chittagong, is much too high with a maximum of Its. 5, and that tlio 
Mymensingh rate of Rs. tfj. allows much more scope for recompensing good and bad gurus 
according to their merits. Tho real question is botween an averago rate of Its. 85 and an 
average rate of say Its. 2. On this point Mr. Croft observes : — “ It may seem to make 
lit ilo difference whether we offer a guru Rs. 2 or Its. 4 ; in either case we should get the 
same class of men. But it is not really so. In subsidizing gurus wo aro entering into 
competition with the regular employers <4 tho patwari or goinashta class — a class whose 
•average earnings are Its. 7 to its. 8 a month. Regular Government wages on the one hand 
may ho set against independence and freedom from* harassing supervision on the other : 
it is a question of income merely Tho difference of lie. 1 or Its. 2 a month in Government 
aid determines whether tho total income of a guru is above or below the average income 
of a patwari ; in one ease we shall got the pick of tho class, in the other the refuse.” 

* 47. The average wages of a guru may rightly vary in different districts. It is only necessary 
for those officers with whom rests the control of the funds t® bear in mind the two opposite 
conditions that, they have to satisfy ; first, to spread education as widely as possible ; secondly, 
to improve it as far as possible. Tho Circle Inspector can, and I believe often does, give district 
officers useful suggestion's to this end, based on his experience of the payments made and the 
results attained in neighbouring districts, thtf circumstances of which are similar. 

* 48. It is satisfactory to note that the difficulty arising from file alleged refusal of the 

people to pay the gurus the customary fees* seems to be disappearing. ' In Eastern Bengal it 
is said to havo been over-estimated, and no competent guru fails to get fees. In the Presi- 
dency division the people 1 pay th Ae-fi/tlis of the whole income of the gurus. In Orissa there 
are some complaints, but the intentions of Government are beginning to be understood. In 
.Debar, even in a year of .-famine, private expenditure lias kept pace with Government expendi- 
ture ; and in a distressed and backward district like Purneah tlie people paid for their 
pathsalas 1 1 nnnas for every rupee contributed by Government. In the wholo of Bengal, for 
the year 1874-75, Government contributed Rsr 4,10,984 to the pathsalas, thd people paid 
Its. 2,1)0,425 in fees and subscriptions, and Its. 1?,892 was paid from other sources endow- 

ments, municipal grants, and so on — that is. Government* paid 57 per cent, of tho cost 
the people paid 40 per cent., and other sources paid 3 • per ceht. Ig the previous year 
Government paid 56 per ceut. of the cost. Rut it is clear that gurus constantly understate 
their true income in the hope of getting a larger Government grant. Any reluctance that 
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still exists will probably disappear in time. It seems to be a case in which the unquestioned 
influence of the Magistrate may bo legitimately and beneficially oxeroised. 

49. The payment of gurus through the agency of the police in the district of Backer- 
gunge was found by the Inspector of the Eastern Circle to be prejudicial to the successful 
working of the primary scheme, and it has been decided to return to the system -of payment 
through sub-inspectors. The irregularities connected with the latter mode of payment, 
however, which the Inspector of the llajijhahi division notices in his report, show that this 
question can hardly yet bo said to be satisfactorily solved. Tho system of payment of groups 
of gurus through contral paymasters, who rocoivo a commission of 5 por cent., introduced by 
Babu Bhudov Mukerji, with the sanction of tho Commissioner, into the ltajshahi divisiou, 
would seem to be tho most successful of tho various methods hitherto tried. 

50. In some parts of Bougal tho experiment has been tried of securing the local co-opera- 
tion of respectable villagers in tlio supervision of pathsalas. In tho 24-l , ergunnahs district 
shopkeepers and others interested in tho school have been named as visitors, with tho result 
that the guru finds it harder than before to absent himself for along time without discovery. 
In Tatim district the punohayot system has been largely introduced, and tho general result 
is that the attendance is higher and foo-paymeuts larger ai^l n^ore rogular than in othor 

• parts. 

. 51. The returns of unaided schools probably show but a small fraction of the number 
inexistence. The collection of those statistics, however, is. a matter of great difliculty, since 
the inspecting olficer'has to gather tho information for himself. The result is that one 
district shows 500 unaided schools on the returns, while its neighbour shows 10. If a census 
is undertaken for each district, it might bo done, without expense and with a certain approach 
to accuracy, in one of three ways — either by tho schoohnastors, primary and other, to each of 
whom would bo assigned a certain area around his school, or by tfio police, or by tho 
zemindars at tho request of the Magistrate. It should first be decided what constitutes a school. 
As in former days, a shopkeeper still touches his son and two or three of his neighbours’ 
children as he sits at his work, without taking any fees from them. It would hardly bo 
possible to include such eases of instruction in tho returns. Again, an itinerant guru comes 
for two or three months in tho year, and leaves the village as soon as he sees a- better 
oponing elsowhero. For a useful approximation to the stato of education in a district, 
it would be sullicient, as pointed out by Mr. Woodrow, to ’confine inquiry to schools of 
ton boys at least that have existed in the same village lor six months under a guru who 
is paid for his work. It is worth remarking that Babu Bhudev Mukerji estimated tho 
number of indigenous schools in Midnapur district to be 1,900 in 1800. Tho numbor 
returned as under inspection in 1.875 is 1,991. 

52. It is doubtless quito a mistake to suppose that thq, number ’of newly created 
pathsalas measures the addition that has been made to primary education. Large numbers of 
boys now under instruction in aided pathsalas would still havo received instruction of a kind 
had no pathsula grant been given. Tho justification of tho pathsala scheme is the improve- 
ment, much more than the extension, of primary education. • It may bo summed up in two 
words— discipline and progress. Arithmetic of abettor kind and tho reading ofprintod books 
have been introduced, ltegular hours are insisted on, and classes, and a fixed course of stud/. 
Tho keeping of registers ami returns is enforced, and tho gurus 'are trained as far as possible 
in the best methods of teaching. The Government system, «n fact, has sapped tho marrow of 
indigenous education, rejecting what is worthless, assimilating what is good, and*introducin<>- 
for the first time tho possibility of progress. 

_ 53. The sucoess ufliieh ha^ attended the scheme as hitherto carried out in tho several 
divisions is fully set forth in tho following summaries of, and extracts from, the reports 
of the year. . 1 

54. Burijwan Division.— The Inspector reports that in this division there were 
3,389 primary sohools with 80,507 pupils, against 2,912 schools nvitji 70,391 pupils in. the 
previous year, showing an increase of 477 schools and 10,116 scholars during the year. *Tho 
returns also include 850 unaided schools, but this is not even approximately cofroct. In* the* 

• district of Hooghly alone the Deputy Inspector estimates that thore are 600 such schools, 
although returns hitve been roceived from ten only. The. incf ease both of schools and of scholars 
is distributed over tho districts generally?, but tho most nlarked numerical progress is iu . 
Midnapur, owi*g to the expansive character of the payment-by-roSult system there in force. 
In the district of Midnapur there are now nearly 2,000 schools under supervision, attended by 
36,01)0 scholars, and receiving somtf aid from the State. Except in tho district of Hooghly, 
where tllere was a small balance- in hand, dll the funds at the disposal of the Magistrates were 
expended. But the Inspector .remarks : — 4, No check or’audit has been kept on the primary 
school fund accounts, • Hills are drawn by tho Doputy Inspector, countersigned by tho 
District Magistrates, and cashed at the treasury. Each District Magistrate keeps an acoount 
showing the amount drawn by each inspecting officer, but whether ho has disbursed it or 
not he lias no information.” j 
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55. ()u tlio results of the present system of popular education, and the class of people 
it includes, Mr. Hopkins says: — 

“ The dissemination of so many schools throughout the country has had the effect of 
bringing a largo number of pupils and teachers in contact with Government officers. It has 
encouraged the introduction of printed school-books into village schools. Could statistics be 
obtained, it would bo fouinf that spelling and handwriting has improved, and that the gurus 
are less irregular inland less inatteutive to, their duties ; but of the ultimate results of the 
present system I have grave doubts. I have visited a great number of these village schools, 
and they all appear to he more or less of a temporary nature. There is no stability in them. 
Their gurus are continually changed. Tho schools are changed from village to village and 
from house to house, and wo all know that young pupils take a long time in becoming 
accustomed to new teachers and new places, new books, and new systems of teaching. It is a 
well known fact that pupils who continually move from school to school learn nothing.” 

“ That tho primary schools have reached the lowest stage of society is clear from tho 
biot that about 11,000 handicraftsmen, laborers, weavers, &c., attend them. I think that we 
nay dismiss all apprehension on this subject. Village schools Are sufficiently elementary 
iml cheap for all classes. A Ohamar oV Muchi can get his children instructed for a pair of 
dices, a weaver tor a f/iun t of doth, and the cultivator for a few seers of grain. The teachers 
r>f improved pathsalas generally refuse to take payment in kind, not because jt is contrary 
to their principles, but because it is inconvenient, for their families seldom reside in tho 
village in which their school is situated.” 

56. As regards tho system under which tho primary funds are* administered, there is 
some difference in the practice of the several district gommitteos. In Burdwan, where tho 
district allotment is Its. 26,100, the sum of Rs 15,902 was expended upon 264 improved orD 
pathsalas attended by 9,1 08 pupils ; while upon 626 now j)athsalas attended by moro than 
10,000 pupils the sum of Rs. 9,876 was expended, partly in monthly grants-iu-aid to some 
schools, and partly in rewards of Rs. 16 per annum to others. On what principle the 
rewards were assigned the report gives no information ; but the Committee stato “ that tho 
scheme adopted for carrying out primary education in the district is well adapted to the 
circumstances of the population,” and that “ tho system of payment by results is not suited 
to a district in which considerable progress towards mass education has been rnado.” Com- 
plaints are made that the old gurus of tho rewarded schools aro, with few exceptions, “unme- 
thodical, unscrupulous, and unmannerly;” the gurus trained at the normal school are 
pronounced better, but they are still below the required standard. As might bo expected 
under tho different systems carried out in Burdwan and Midmipur, tho schools of the former 
district have attained a higher general standard than those of the latter. Tho Inspector 
says : — 

“I still hold to my former opinion, that Burdwan is tho district which stands first in 
vernacular and primary education. In every village school which I have entered in the 
Burdwan district L have . found printed books, namely Bodhodny, Charitabali , Akhyanmun- 
/an, and Chara/uifh; whilst in the Midnapur schools I have seldom found any book but the 
JSornaporicht/a . This may bo to some extent accounted for by the fact that only largo and 
well-attended pathsalas, where the youthful intellect of tho neighbourhood is concentrated, 
are subsidised in Burdwan, whilst tho tendency in Midnapur has been to bring under the 
'influence of the local officers every village school. Thu^tho intelligent portion of the pupils 
is moro scattered, and intelligence is less developed for want of daily competition. This fact 
is very apparent in Indian schools, where year after year the same schools carry off a large 
proportion of tho prizes to ho obtained. Two or three good intelligent pupils, brought in 
contact with others who have made little progress, ^aise, in the course of two or three years, 
the standard of instruction through one whole stage, and all the classes will be found good 
in their particular studios. I therefore hope that next yeartho larger and better pathsalas 
in tho Midnapur district will be subsidised with fixed monthly grants. At prosent there is 
a tendency to divert the whole of the primary fund to payment by result schools, and there 
has been a considerable reduction in the number of improved pathsalas.” 

. 67. Bankoora tho -District Committee in September h*st redistributed its funds, and 
in the redistribution itj was settled that no pathsala having less than 60 pupils should 
receive aid. ‘In consequence of this 40 pathsalas were closed, and* other unaided schools 
subsidised in their place. ^ As regards the progress made in the schools, the Magistrate says : — 
“ I can testify from personal examination that considerable advance hatf been made, more 
especially when the gurus have* passed through nertnal school. In some schools I was 
.much surprised at the progress made. Altogether 1,521 boys and 35 girls camread and write.” 
The primary grant was expended in fixed monthly grants amounting to Rs. 4,533, and in 
rewards to gurus and boys amounting to Rs. 1,965. The grant to a school never exceeds 
Rs. 2-8 a month (excopt in the oaso of maktabs, tfhicli receivb Rs. 3), and this ii supple- 
mented by rewards calculated thus :* “A first eliss school is r&ted at Rs. 5, and if tho 
schools sustains it character throughout the year, the guru receives Rs.“60, minus the monthly 
stipend which has been paid to him. A second school, ratoif according to its excellence 
at Rs. 3 a month, receives Rs. 36, minus thes monthly grant allotted to it ; and so on.” 
Some schools get no addition to their monthly grant. On this Combination of fixed grants 
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with payment by results the Inspector remarks “ The only fault t have to find with tho 
scheme is that as the pathsalas are rated or classed according to their degrees of excellence 
on tho report of the inspecting officers, and not after a general public examination, as at 
Miduapur, much responsibility is thrown on the subordinate inspecting staif, and tho 
scheme is open to abuife in the shape of favoritism.” Tills is the weak point of tho system, 
which requires the vigilant attention of district officers. • 

58. In lleerbhoom there has been an inereaso of 24 in the number of pathsalas, but not 
a proportional inemise of attendance. Six of tho 28 improved pathsala's aro said to * bo bad, 
and the Inspecter recommends tho removal of the teachers. Tho now pathsalas, 191 
number, with 0,581 pupils, have been divided into two classes, one class containing 130 schools 
receiving small monthly grants, and the other, which contains the remaining 50 schools, 
receiving small annual rewards. The amount of the district allotment expended in grants was 
Its. 5,8ti5, and in rewards Its. 014. The condition of the schools generally is spoken of 
favorably. 

59. »In the Ilooghly district, in addition to tho 284 subsidised pathsalas, it is estimated 

that there are at least GOO unaided primaries ; but returns have only been received from 10 
of them. In this district the system of monthly grants«almost exclusively prevails, rewards and 
prizes to tho extent only of lis. 1,000 having been given to the best of those candidates who 
failed to get scholarships, and to the gurus whose pupils showed the greatest proficiency. 
The improved* pathsalas still maintain a decided superiority over all Schools in this class, and 
the lower vernacular and night-schools in the hands of the Scotch Free Church Mission aro 
doing well. , • 

GO. In last year’s report tho details of the scheme of payment by results iutroducod 
into the district of Miduapur by the Magistrate, Mr. II. L. Harrison, were given as an 
exqniplo. of an economical administration of primary < funds which promised to be attended 
by very successful results. Another year’s experience in tho working of tjio scheme has showu 
that the advantages which Mr. Harrison claimed for his system have been fully x-oalised. 
An instructive memorandum on the progress of the scheme, written by Mr. Harrison, has 
been embodied in tho district report, and this will be reprinted in a separate form for circula- 
tion to educational and district officers. 

01. From Mr Harrison’s memorandum it appears that out of a total of 1,873 patli- 
salas from which returns were received, 1,8G5, with an attendance of 34,409 pupils, sent up 
11,141 children to the central examinations. Of these, 8,747 passed in reading and writing, 
2,373 being placed in tho first division and G,374 in the second ; G,179 passed in arithmetic, 
2,31G being placed in tho first division and 3, 8G3 in tho second ; while 377 passed in zemin- 
dari and mahajani accounts. In the previous year 8,939 pupils came up for examination 
from 1,609 schools, and of these, G, 979 passed in reading and writing, 0,487 in arithmetic, 
and 77 in mahajani and zemindari accounts. Tlxgo has therefore been an increase of 19G 
in the number of schools examined, and a moro than proportionate increase in the number 
of pupils presented and passed. 

62. The payments to tho 1,873 gurus amounted to Its. 1G,974, or an average of Its. 9 
each for the year, and their fee-income was returned at Its. 66,608, or Its. 36 each per 
annum. Mr. Harrison is of opinion that under ljis system of* payment by results thero is no 
longer a reduction in the fees paid by pupils. On this point ho says : — 

“ The evidence is general that the more a guru gets by way of rewards, tho moro he can 
raise by way of fees ; hence the remark 1 had to make last year is now no longer true. I then 
said that the reduction of private fees was a minimum under this system, but still thore was 
some reduction ; now that tho system gets better understood,* and tho gurus have gained in 
prestige, complaints of this kind have’almost disappeared, wliilo counter-admissions of 4 jain 
are very numerous. I ‘need hardly say how difficult a problem thus seems to have solved 
itself.” * 


63. An analysis of tho rewards earned by gurus shows that while tho average expendi- 
ture upon each pathsala was only Its. O, yet that a guru may Hbe awarded considerably 
more. Tho following table shows the actual eartungs of the 1,8(45 gurus • 



• 


No. 

Over Ra. 

nO ’ 

" 

... 1 

JKruw „ 

4U to 60 ... 

• 

... 6 

>» ji 

30 to lii \„ * 


... 10 

J» M 

26 to 30 


... 13 

J» »» 

-0 to 26 ... 

... 

• # ... 31# 

»» »» 

16 todBO 

... 

... 88 • 


• 

ftver R*. in to 15 

• • 

No. 

... 275 

From „ 6 to 10 

... • 

... 992 

Under „ 6 

... • 

... 4H 

• 

• 

Total 

... 1,836 


“ The small sums received,” says Mr. Haigison, “ as contrasted with tho groat interest* 
and Efforts evoked, show how far the publicity, localisation, emulation, aud competition of tho 
examinations supplement the actual money* payments and enhance their value.” 

64. The District Magistrate* is , of opinion that thore is no legitimate standing ground 
between middle clasts 'vernacular schools and primary pathsalas for improved pathsalas to 
occupy, and his aim is gradually to absorb tho latter by (1) levelling tho best of them up to tho 
Standard of secondary education ; (2) promoting the gurus to pound-koeperships when their 
pathsalas pass under the resist-system ; (31 vacancies caused by death and other causes. 
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65. On this policy Mr. Hopkins remarks 

“ Speaking from experience, I do not think the abolition of improved pathsalas expedient. 
Mr. Harrison, m his memorandum, has said a great deal about village schools being preferred 
to improved pathsalas, but I think o» great many of the faults which h<* attributes to improved 
pathsalas are owing to tjie neglect of the inspecting officers to give proper attention to 
these institutions, and to the system, of which I have repeatedly complained, of training 
gurus in tho Midnapur Normal School to look for something higher than the teachership 
of village schools, and thus making them discontented. In the report before me we have 
an instance of this. A guru trained at the Midnapur Normal School was appointed 
head-mastor of tho model school at Bin pore ; as might be expected, he was found incom- 
petent, and has been relegated, a discontented officer, to a subordinate teaohership. I believe 
Mr. Harrison has changed this system, but the effects of my predecessor’s policy remain ; 
and though in Burdwan and Beerbhoom numbers of excellently trained teaohers are found 
contented with their lot in village schools, in Midnapur they are, almost without ^exception, 
discontented, looking for promotion, and encouraged in the hopo of promotion by the local 
inspecting officers. | notico this, fori do not think improved pathsalas have had fair play 
in Midnapur, and as it is now under the contemplation of Government to raise somewhat 
the standard of primary* instruction, the abolition of improved pathsalas is cloarly retro- 
gressive and therefore inexpedient.” 

66. The legitimate standing ground for these pathsalas will be supplied by the inter- 
mediate standard which the Lieutenant- Governor lias introduced het^een the primary and. 
the vernacular scholarship standards; and I agree with the Inspector in thinking it is not 
desirable that these schools should be abolished. * 

67. Primary Qcholur.'ihip i^jcaminuhoa , — Tho statistics of this examination are jSven 
below : — 


Name of district. 

Schools 

Number 

Scholar- 

supph inp: 

of candi- 


candidates. 

dates. 

whips. 

Burdwan 

804 

1,052 

... 15 

Bmikoora 

140 

4-31 

4 

Beerbhoom ... • 

75 

268 

8 

Hoogltly 

... 258 

1,243 

... 12 

Midnapur 

... Not giveu 

421 • 

26 


— 



— — , 

Totul 



3,415 

65 



— 



Ibis examination is assuming formidable dimensions, and the inspecting officers complain of 
the intense labor it entails during tho four or five days it extends over. The 421 candidates 
from Midnapur were the best of those who were presented at the central examinations for 
payment by results ; and of the 26 scholarships awarded to tho Midnapur boys, one was 
presented by the municipality and five by private individuals. 

« 

Tho Commissioner has made no comments on the Inspector’s report. 

Presidency Division.*-** The extension of education," writes Mr. Woodrow “is 
a process bf gradual infiltration downwards. Wo cannot permanently get at the masses 
without going through the intervening strata of. tho population. It a school is ^ened 
for the laboring poor and becomes tolerably efficient, people in the* neighbourhood who are 

80,Ul their eh ,n? ren , to lt( a , nd sometimes the middle class, like hermit-crabs, enter 
into solo possession. Tho change, however, is gradual and scarcely attracts notice. No 
complaint is made brom this result I draw the moral that Government cannot eduoato 
the masses without educating the people abovtf the masses. The middle classes of the 
community who really ^desire to be edUcatfed will somehow manage to got educated before 
the xuasses, who scarcely , feel the desiro. 1 look on tho operation of. this law as inevitable. 

“The presence of the very lowest castes in school is -objected to by the labor W poor 
on grounds of casto almost as pmeh as by tho middle classes.- We are occasiona5y P all' 
awaae of the strength of caste restrictions amongst the lojvest orders of society, when we find 
that even sweepers will not touch a dead animal." The observance of caste Cs decaying much 
more rapidly among fhe upper and middle classes than amobg the loVor. We must 
therefore be prepared for the . result that when a school f*r. the masses becomes efficient*, the 
middle class mil step in. The only exception, is that some villages and portion? of towns 

they^ ^kefrfiUothe^fve^ 16 ° f ^ loW caste ’ * udwhei * t& ?y sufficient to fill the school, 

-p 69, Co ““enting on these remarks, the Commissioner observes that “ in the case of the 
^4-Pergunnahs and Nuddea, and doubtless in other districts near -Calcutta, the lower classes 
ceitamly seem to ho fairly ready for education when they can get ft without paying much for it ” 
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70. The numbers in primary schools for boys 
during the last two years : — 


in the division stood thus on 31st March 


• 

Description op Schools. 

1873-74. 

^87lr*76. 

| Increase. 

Schools. 

Pupils. 

Schools. 

Pupils. 

Schools. 

Pupils. 

Government 

Aided ;;; 

Unaided ’* 

Total 

I 

f 1 

1.012 

7th) 

15 

63.310 

18,003 

1 

1,754 

788 

1 15 

! 50.780 

! . 19,310 

112 

22 

3,170 

1,313 

2,400 

71,334 

2,513 ^ j 

70,117 

134 

4.783 


Tlio ^J.vuu.uuu uj mo omw MU uieso scuoois was Its. OB, OU1, against Rs. 54 848 in tho 
5 a . ndt,1 ° income from local receipts was Its. 77,204, against Its.’ 72,723 iu 
18/3-74. The increase ot cost is fairly distributed .between Government and the people 
and the schools are reportod by the Inspecter to bo “ steadily improving.” 1 

72. Mr. .Woodrow discusses at some length the question of payment by results lie 
says : — 


“The question of the mode of payment of gurus is discussed in the report of the district 
committees. The fixed grant of about Its. 2-8 for each school, whether the school is larne 
or small, weH-taught or ill-taught, seems at first sight an indiscriminating manner of paying 
schools ; and in consequence various amendments have boon proposed of payment by results 
and in some cases tho schemes have been adopted. The Government of. Bengal is 'favorable 
to a system of payment it it can bo duly supervised and fairly carried out. This caution 
however, discloses tho chief difficulty. The inspecting staff is very small, and tho Government 
is aware of the great danger of awarding grants and spending largo sums of money on (lie 
unchecked reports of poorly-paid sub-inspectors. If the grant wore exactly in accordance 
With the number of passes, an unscrupulous officer, in his examination for ditferent standards, 
would let through easily the pupils of the gurus who paid him, and be strict with those whoso 
gurus did not pay. If tho mode of payment were simplified, apd if thero were, say, seven 
rates of payment by results, rising by steps, say of eight annas, from lto. 1 a month to 
Its. 4, a guru would always endeavour to induce tho Deputy Inspector to place bis school 
as high as possible, and if by any ill-luck an Inspector of Schools or tho Magistrate 
came that way, no would say that his best boys were ill or gone elsewhere. In out-of-tho- 
way places it would thus be possible for collusion to exist between a sub-inspector and 
several gurus with little chance of discovery. I Relieve the deputy imtpeetors of schools 
are m honesty and sense of duty not only equal, but absolutely superior to any other set of 
public officers m the country. But it stands to reason that among a largo number of officors 
some bad ones will be found. If cheating can take place without discovery, my belief is that 
m the course of years, and with changes of officors, it will at last take place. If the equili- 
brium of a material body happens to be unstable in ono direction and stable in an infinite 
number of other directions, the body will fall. -So, if cheating can take place without* 
discovery, it will take place. • 

. Another difficulty in the system of payment by results is that it gives much where 
little is required and little where much is required.” • 

“A elevor man, dismissed perhaps from other employment, sets up a scliooUn a 
own, gets round him a hirge* number of boys, and teethes them some reading and 
writing . he makes his livelihood by his adventure. Thero is not much more reason 
why Government should pay money to him rather than to his neighbour, who soils oil 
to rub tho little boys bodies over with? before they bathe : both moil are useful to tho 
community.” • • # 

“ In a small village, however, where boys aro&w arid parents npathotio about education, 
the poor schoolmaster is half starved, and thero, if education is to .be introduced at all, it * 
. •f mst be . aided Py Government. The system of payment by results, gives largo grants to tho 
town schools, which would go on as well without os with Government assistance, and it gives 
little to tho village school, which waifts help much, and would bo closed if help were not . 
^. 1 i'. en ' Ihese considerations would reduce large grants in towns anft increaso small grants in. 
village^, and so bring round a system of payment: by results to something like a fixed payment 
system. . I he payment by result's system would, however, still possess the advantage of 
towns I ” inatlIlg betW0C “ good and had schools, whether . situated in the country or in tho 

I he payment by results system may be introduced in stations where the pathsalas are 
taiown, and where unfairness can be easily brought to light. It is not suitable for parts of 
tlie country where frequent supervision is impossible. For villages between these two limits 
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I should propose a fixed payment, say one rupee, and a variable payment by results. The 
results should be determined in some very simplo plan, so that a Magistrate or an Inspector 
may test the correctness of the award in a quarter of an hour. In tho diary the sub- 
inspector, on his visit to a primary school, divides the boys in attendance into two branches - 

(1) number of pupils able to read, write, and understand easy sentences fli their mother- tongue ; 

(2) number of pupils not able to read, write, and understand easy sentences in their mother- 
tongue. These numbers should be entered by the sub-inspector in tho visiting book or in 
the margin of tho attendance register in the vernacular ; and visitors whose opinion is worthy 
of respect should be requested, if possible, to enter their own impressions of the number in 
each of these divisions ; this would be a cheek on the roturns of the sub-inspectors. -the 
payment by results should be given on the number able to read, write, and understand 
easy sentences in Bengali.” 

44 The fixed payment of lie. 1 would bo given for the rest, except in the case of regular 
infant schools, which, if they occur at all, may be treated as exceptional cases. Lach district 
committee should dotorraiue for each locality both the fixed payment for the guru and the 
scaio of allowance for tho payment by rosults.” 

“ The Inspector and Deputy Inspector of Schools should try to test a percentage of these 
results in every sub-division. *For this purpose the Deputy Inspector should not have^ chargo 
of tho suddor sub- division, at least in the Presidency circle. The Deputy Inspector’s visits 
could then be fairly distributed over tho district. llis office work would still keep him near 
head-quartors more thau ought U> be the case.” 

73. I agroe with the Commissioner in thinking that the introduction of any uniform 
systemof payment by results is beset with difficulties. For the present each district committee 
should be loft to determine the extent to which fixed payments should be supplemented by 
rewards upon the results of examination. 

74. The district committees of the 24-Pergmmahs, Nuddea, and Jessore now report 
that the villagers no longer reduce their fee-payments in consequence of the Government aid. 
“It is most satisfactory,” says the Inspector, “to find that this moan and contemptible conduct 
in meeting tho efforts of Government has ceased to exist. In treating of large numbers of 
schools it is possible exceptions here and there may crop up, but they are now really excep- 
tions to a rule, not, as was once apprehended, so numerous as almost to be a rule.” This 
statement is regarded by fhe Commissioner “ as the most satisfactory item in the whole 
report ami ho adds, “ I hope tho Magistrates havo good reason to be thoroughly satisfied 
that it is really the case.” 

75. With a view to securing truo returns from primary schools, and preventing the 
manufacture of paper schools, tho Magistrate of tho 24-Pergunnahs has made all police 
officers pjr-eJ/icio visitors of schools in their jurisdiction, and their reports are to be used as 
checks upon the' reports of sub-inspectors of tho Education? Department. Sub-divisional 
officers havo also been requested to nominate respectable shopkeepers to bo visitors of schools 
in their immediate neighbourhood. I agroe with the Inspector in thinking that the lattor 
sohenio can be productive of nothing but good, but that tho appointment of polico officers 
should bo restricted to officers high in tho department, llightly or wrongly, the lower ranks 
of the police aro credited with ingenuity inhuming power into money ; and to invest them 
‘with tho power of injuring the reputation of a teacher by an unfavorable entry in the visitors’ 
book might bo converted into, a means of extortion. Tho effect of this order as it now stands 
can hardly fail to be prejudical Jo schools. 

76. The Commissioner remarks that no police officer of lower rank than a first grade 
sub-inspector should be appointed a visitor of schools. 

o 77. In the 24-Pergunnahs there has been a net decrease of 47 in tho number of aided 
pathsalas, attended by a loss jof 1,067 pupils : the number of uiiaided pathsalas has also 
decreased by 76, and the pupils in attendance by 1,877. This decline in the number of 
schools is attributed by tho District Committee to their “ inability to give regular grants of 
public money to the numerous applicants for them.” Tho total number of pupils in atten- 
dance aG all the primary , schools of Ghe< district under inspection was 36,095, of whom 
144 were Christians, 20,149 Iliudug, and 9,802 Muhammadans. Classified socially, these 
consisted of 17 belonging to the higher « classes, 5,748 to .the Iniddle, and 30,218 to the 
lower, while tho parentage of 112 was unknown. Ii* tho population of the c district 
Muhammadans are two'thirds ps numerous as Hindus, while tho number of Mussulman * 
pupils is only a little over pne- third of tho Jlindqs, Mr. Woodrow remarks that this 
result might be oxpocto^, as the pathsala boys *como from the upper stratoun of the masses, 

* and the Mussulmans are generally engaged 4 in lower occupations than the Hindus. 

78. In the circle schools there was an increase of 71 schools and 2,222 scholars* . This 
system, which has hitherto worked .admirably in. the 24-Pergumiahs in raising the status 
of indigenous sohools, lias received a severe blow hy the proceedings of the District Committee. 
Tho chief features of the circle system, and the circumstances under which the Committee 
acted, aro thus described by Mr. Woodrow: — • 


to be 


u The old-fashioned gurus of indigenous schools seldom kno\v what a good school ought 
i. They teach writing and complicated multiplication tables, and arithmetic founded on 
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them, and nothing more. The circle system was established to induoo thorn by small 
pecuniary rewards, on the principle of payment by results, voluntarily to admit to their 
schools a trained teacher, who should classify the boys and teach the moro- advanced pupils 
subjects which the guru did not know and would not learn. It was expected that our 
• trained teachers should look after schools containing about 120 boys. Threo schools of 40 
boys each was the usual allowance. On the day when tlio trained teacher or ‘ circle pandit* 
as he was called, visited a school, he left the pupils work to do in sums, &c., against his 
next visit. This was a hint taken from the French schools, whore one master occasionally 
manages by himself a school of 300 children. Ho keeps thorn engaged in writing or in 
preparing lessons when not teaching them orally, and in consequence a great deal of work is 
done in writing without the master’s attendance. If a guru did not like a circle teacher he 
was not obliged to receive him. Compulsion was not contemplated.” ’ 

“The system worked excellently, and some of the best vernacular schools in the 24-Per- 
gunnahs w r ere once under the circle system, and were improved into grant-in-aid middle class 
vernacular schools. The ehiof difficulty was that a teacher could take a holiday and go 
away for a few days without being detected. Various precautions were taken against this 
defect, and all circle pandits were aware that if they absented themselves without first sending 
a lettor asking for leave, they would be summarily dismissed. . Until late years oaeli school 
'could bo visitcjJ onco at loast every two months. Modifications on file original scheme wore 
in course of time made by the gurus and teachers, either by joining together two or three 
schools, or by the best boys of three schools accompanying their teacher in his rounds. 
These changes did no*, however, materially alfoct the principle of the system, which was to 
improve indigenous schools. At its first institution the majority of the circle teachers were 
examined monthly at the Inspector’s office when they came for their pay. About half 
the early grants to middle olass vernacular schools were due to the improved ideas 
of what a school ought to be, and resulted from the labors of the circle jftmdits. It is the 
cheapest and one of the best plans of gradually raising tho status of an indigenous 
school.” 

“The Vice-President, however, took a different view of tho case, and in his report wrote 
as follows: — ‘Circle pandits are, as far as my experience goes, no longer of much usoj as it 
is impossible with our means to keep any check upon them, since when found absent at one 
school they declare they were at another. "The necessity of appointing a larger supervising 
agency is admitted by, and patont to all, and I shall send up a proposition to make the circlo 
schools into pathsalas, and to make tho 30 circle pandits on lls. 15 each into 15 sub-inspec- 
tors on Ps. 30 apiece, the circle paudits thrown out of employment being given pathsalas or 
otherwise provided for.’ ” 

“ Unfortunately I assumed that tho members of the Committee knew what tho circle 
system was, and I did not think of describing its operation. My opposition to the abolition 
of the circle system was ineffectual, tho arguments of the Vice-Chairman prevailed ; and out 
of 30 circle pandits, 15 were dismissed from tho service of Government for no fault at all, 
in the expectation that perhaps before long something might turn up in the way of private 
service.” 

“ I do not like such hard measures. The matter was settled by tho vote of the members 
of the District Committee, who were convinced by ■ tho Magistrate’s argument. As I sab 
in silence after the decisive voto, pitying the 15 poor pandits,. tho Magistrate said to mo: 
‘But, Mr. Woodrow, those schools under circle pandits , cannot be of much use, when 
they are open only two days in the week, and not thaj; if the pandit is irregular in 
attendance.’ ” 

• 

“The District Committee were entirely guided by tho Magistrate, and tho Magistrate 
by this explanation proved that’ho entirely misapprehended tho circle system. Thus the 
system, found to work well during half a century by Messrs. Sandys, Long, and myself, 
was abolished ono afternoon on an entire misapprehension of its naturo.” 

79. Commenting on this, tho Commissioner says: — 

“ Mr. Woodrow has. condensed into his general report so much of what appears iff his . 
remarks on each district separately that the only ^portion relating *to the districts separately, 
to wkieh I think it advisable to* draw attention is that relating to the abolition of tho circlo 
system in the 24*lWgifliuahe, and to thin I would draw 4 special ^attention. Mr. Woodrow 
concludes thus: — ‘ The District Committee. were entirety guiejed bv the Magistrate, and the 
Magistrate by ^his explanation proved that he entirely misapprehended the circlo system.* 
Thus the system, found to work well during half a century by Messrs. Sandys, Long, and 
myfelf, was abolished one afteiamon on an entire misapprehension of its nature.’ This 
circumstance seems to mo extremely instructive, showing, as it does, the natural consequence 
of suddenly transferring powep apd authority in educational matters from the hands of 
officers of special experience *and knowledge of the subject, such as are tho Inspectors of 
Schools, to those of Magistrates and district committees, who, from their other multifarious 
duties, must necessarily be a very long time before they dan learn a tenth part of what the 
Inspectors have learnt in 20 or 25 years’ exclusive study of this single subject.” 
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80. Primary Scholarship Examination . — The statistics of this examination are 
subjoined : — 


Districts. 


Number of 
schools. 


N umber of 
candidates. « 


Scholarships. 


24-Pcrgunnahs • ... ... ... 223 CG9 17 

Nuddea ... ... ... ... 210 569 12 


J cssoro 


139 


441 


15 


The number of candidates who passed is not given in the report for the 24-Pcrgunnahs ; 
but in Nuddea it appears that 442 passed, of whom 151 were placed ill the first division, 
151 in the second, and 140 in the third; in Jessore 117 candidates passed, of whom 28 were 
in the second division and <80 in the third. Somo difficulty was felt in deciding what schools 
should bo allowed to compete for primary scholarships. This difficulty has now been removed 
by tlio orders which require ^ach school to declare, at the beginning of the year, for what 
class of scholarship it intends to compete. It will probably bo found that pathsalas which 
have any chance for the lower vernacular scholarship will generally bo ambitious enough to 
attempt that rather than the primary standard. 

• • 

81. The District Committee of Kishnaghur discuss the question of age, standard of 
profieioney, and other questions connected with the award of those scholarships. On the 
scheme of an intermediate standard between the primary and middle tornacular standards, 
they say : — “Further experience has thoroforo only substantiated what has been so frequently 
repeated, that it would he better to classify separately tho D pathsalas as preparatory to the 
middle vernacular schools.” The report then recommends that separate scholarships beset 
apart for this intermediate examination. “ This recommendation,” says Mr. Woodrow, “was 
given on the 7th May. By a singular coincidence His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, in 
his resolution of the 3rd May 1875, suggested the advantage of a similar intermediate 
examination. ******** 

* *’ I firmly believe that these examinations, by interesting many parents in tho results, 

and consequently in the work, of schools attended by their children, have a powerful effect 
on the attendance and diligence of the masters. Ifi this view of tho matter, a scholarship 
examination has tho same influence over teachers as several sub-inspectors would have with 
regard to supervision.” 

82. Calcutta. — No allotment of funds for primary schools in Calcutta tvas made in 
1872, hut tho Lieutenant-Governor in a minuto dated 25th February, upon the educational 
needs of the poorest classes of European^ and Eurasians, directed that, wliilo increased efforts 
should he made to meet, as fyr as possible, tho wants of these classes in elementary education, 
tho corresponding classes of the native community should not be overlooked. Little could be 
done towards carrying out these instructions before tho closo of the year; but inquiries were 
instituted by tho Inspector as to the number and position of thoso schools in Calcutta which 
correspond to the pathsalas in neighbouring districts. The result has been that statistics 
have b con obtained of 85 primary schools in^ho town, which are attended by 3,812 pupils, of 
Whom 2,741 are Hindus and 571 Muhammadans. Oqt of these 85 schools, 51 have been 
subsidised with small grants aggregating Us. 1,278 per annum. Tho amount of aid assigned 
to each school has been determined by considering (1) the gross number of children in tho 
school, (2) the proportion of the number of poor children to the gross number, modifiod in 
some cases by the extent of patronngo or protection bestowed by rich neighbours. The 
aided schools aro fairly scattered over tho town, and a small sum has been kept in hand for 
the purpose of providing small rewards or increased aid to schools which after a few months 
show upon examination an increase in efficiency. 

83. Tho previous year’s returns showed 136* pathsalas in Calcutta with 5,470 pupils, 
but there vs reason to believo that the •late* 1 Deputy Inspector made that return from an 
inaccurate estimate, based, not on personal observation, but *on information derived from 
c gurus scattered over different parts of tho town. Tho present -Deputy Inspector has 
collected his information by visiting almost every street in* the town, and tho returns he 
has submitted tally very s closely* with the list which the Co'mnfissioner of Foliee caused 
to be prepared. Tho Inspector is of opinion that the *85 schools now returned include 
nearly all tho schools of tl\is class in Calcutta at present in existence, and that t]ie total number 
6f such schools does not exceed 100 for, the whole town. Mr. Woodrow reports that 
“ the education which is being imparted inmost of theso primary schools is better than 
that which is given in schools of the same class in tho mofussil. Printed books are made 
use of in almost all tho schools, and somo students are to, be, found in all of them who can 
rend, writo, and understand easy sentences.” The ‘Deputy Inspector reports that the 
gurumahashays readily furnished the returns he required,- and Expressed an earnest desire 
to throw open their pathsalas to the inspection of educational officers, and to receive 
Government money. 
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84 . Rajshahi Division. — The number of primary schools in eaoh district, with the 
number of pupils on the rolls on 31st March for the last two years, is shown below : — 


1874. 1875. ' 

— a . — , , . ■■ r~ . 


DISTRICTS. 

• 

Number of 
school*. 

Number of 
pupil*. 

Number of 
schools. 

Number of 
pupil*. 

Moorshodabad 


883 

9,495 

378 

9,328 

Hajshahi .. 


240 

7,634 

247 

6,776 

Malda 


09 

2,801 

86 

2,701 

Dinajpur ... 


410 

6,817 

414 

7,623 

Kangpur ... 


398 

6,902 

422 

8,142 

Bogra 


78 

2,202 

84 

2,069 

l’ubua 


231 

' 7,073 

223 

6,886 

Total 


1,846 

42,895 

1,853 

43,515 


85. This return shows that the number of primaries increased by eight only during the 
year, and the number of children attending them by t>20. Of the total number in attend- 
ance, 22,029 were Muhammadans, 21,4(35 Hindus, 13 Christians, and 8 classed as “ othors.” 
# The large number of pathsalas that had coino on our returns during jtlie two previous yoars 
bad brought us to the point beyond which school extension must be slower and more difficult. 
WitJj but few exceptions, the Government- aided pathsalas oqpupy the sites which the unaided 
indigenous pathsalas Reid ; and, except in isolated, oases they have not penetrated beyond the 
stratum reached. by the indigenous institutions. The districts of this division being largely 
Muhammadan, the number of indigenous pathsalas was smaller than in those parts where the 
population is mainly Hindu. Not that the Muhammadans do not attend these institutions — 
on the contrary, the returns show that they constitute a majority of*the pupils; but the 
pathsala being a purely Hindu institution, did not exist in such large numbers as in other 
districts, whero the Hindus predominate. From tho census report it appears that the 
percentage of the Hindu population to the whole is in Moorsliodabad 54*2 ; in Rajshahi 21*8 ; 
m Malda 52*0 ; in Dinajpur 40*7 ; in Rajigpur 39 8 ; in Bogra 1S*8 ; and in Pubna 29*9. In 
the opinion of the Circle Inspector, Babu Bhudov Mukherji, the percentage of tho purely 
Hindu population in the districts of Dinajpur and Hangpur is less than tho census report . 
gives. He says : — # # 

“For Dinajpur I would put it at 30, and for Itangpur at 35 per cent. The educational 
statistics of the several districts, taken at tho time of the census, being confessedly very 
imperfect, I am disposed to rely more on my own observations, made years ago in different 
parts of the country. If I were to venture to guess as to what might have been tho number 
of indigenous pathsalas in tho different districts of the Rajshalii division • before they were 
interfered with by Government schemes, I should say that it was iTi Moorshedahad about 500 ; 
in Rajshahi about 200 ; in Malda about 100 ; in Dinajpur about 300 ; in Rangpur about 400 ; 
in Bogra about 100; in Pubna about 200. The first tabular statement of this report shows 
that in most of the districts we have been able to slightly exceed these numbers. It may bo 
inferred, therefore, that the ordinary limits of school extension have been reached, and tho 
progress henceforward must bo slower and more difficult. I know that if a larger number of. 
schools is called for imperatively, fho schools- will bo forthcoming ; but in such a case tho 
schools already existing will suffer in strength and efficiency k The progress in school exten- 
sion has, in my opinion, of itself come to be slow, and will proceed on slowly, unless some 
scheme bo devised under which the unlettered classes may be compelled or stimulated to send 
their children to school and keep them there.” • 

Another causo of the stoppage in the increase of pfctlisalas is mentioned. “ The District 
Magistrates have,” says tho Inspector, “ generally speaking, come to bo more mindful of the 
quality than the quantity of such schools. They do not now call for so many more pathsalas 
per week or per month, but require more constant inspection, airtl tho numbers already 
attained to be kept up. This last work, the koophig up of the attained numbers, is not 
without its difficulties. Paths*alas often close up quite unaccountably, and what are called 
transfers of them have, -I ’believe, to be sanction ed*somo every month by the Magistrates. • It 
may bo»said that having been irf the first instance set up in hot haste, nt may be advantageous 
9 to shift them more leisurefy now from less to more eligible places. * But from my own past 
experience, when the old pathsala sekymo w^s in my hands, I tnow that the spirit of shifting 
from place to pbice is one of the inkorent evils of these institutions* and that it needs being 
kept under checK.” 

# S6. I am not sure, however, tlflat the 4< spirit of shifting,” which the Inspector condemns, 
meant th*e same thing in former days as it does now. Formerly it meant that the guru, 
growing tired of one place, set up a pathsala in another^ now it means that the grant which 
fails to maintain a pathsala in*one village is transferred to another, this being in fact the only 
means open to the Magistrate for setting up new schools, now that the limit of the funds is 
fceiug approached. Certainly the number of schools abolished or transferred has fallen in 
Rajshahi division from 133 iff. 1874 to 119 in 1875. 
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87. A.8 regards the strata of population penetrated by the D and E pathsalas, and the 

progress in each, the Inspector remarks : — “ There seem to be very vague ideas about the 
difference which exists between the D and E pathsalas. I have, I believe, seen a larger 
number of both in the course of the year than any one else. The number of D pathsalas 
inspected by me in the several districts was 175, and of E pathsalas *545. The number of 
pupils brought beforo me at these gatherings was 3,850 from the D’s and 8,275 from the E’s. 
The number of Hindu children from the E pathsalas was 3,075, and of Mussulman children 
5,200. In the D pathsalas the children of the lower middle classes, consisting of shop- 
keepers and artisans, and holders of more than 20 beeglias of land, numbered 2,902 ; the 
others belonged to the lower classes, consisting chiefly of small agriculturists and actual 
agricultural laborers. Iu the E pathsalas the lower middle classes numbered 5,045 ; the 
lower classes, consisting as above, numbered 2,630. I am not disposed to agree with those, 
therefore, who believe that the E pathsalas have penetrated very far down into the lower 
strata of society .’ 9 

“ Then as to progress. The D’s are supposed to be all aspiring to be middle schools, 
and to prepare pupils for the vernacular scholarship examination. But this is no longer 
the fact. In the Moorshedabad district, where the L) pathsalas are most advanced, there are 
still about 15 pathsalas oyt of, the total number of 70 which aspire to teach up to the middle 
standard. The D’s are. in fact, finding out that it iR easier for them to compete with the 
E’s for the primary scholarships than with the middle vernacular schools for the middle 
scholarships. They are thus slowly coming down. I must add, however, that the mode of 
teaching adopted by the D pathsalas more nearly approaches tho school* than the indigenous 

{ >athsala mode. Printed books are mostly iu use, and a little geography, and even a little 
listory, are attempted hero and there. The Moorshedabad D’s are the most advanced ; next 
come the liajshahi D’s ; then tho RangpurD’s; and lastly the Din a j pur D’s. I have not 
noticed tho Bogra, tke Malda, and the l’ubna D pathsalas, because in these districts they do 
not muster in strength ; the number in Bogra being only 3, in Malda 10, and in Pubna 25. 
With respect to tho progress in the E pathsalas of tho several districts, it is to be remarked 
that printod books in tho upper classes are being taken to in about half of them, with the 
exception of liajshahi, whero I believe almost every E pathsala can show a few printod 
hooks in the hands of some of the children that attend it. The difference in the D and E 
% pathsalas of the liajshahi district is least, the D pathsalas not being as advanced as whore 
they are most advanced, and the E pathsalas being more advanced than where they are least 
advanced.” 

88. The following table shows the different rates of payment made to the E pathsala 
gurus in the several districts : — 


Districts. 

• 

^lumber of E 
pathsalas. 

Amount spent on 
them during the 
year. 

Gout of each to 
Government per 
annum. 




Rs. 

R». A. P. 

Mooraliedabad ... 

... 

252 

7,405 

29 6 2 

UnjHhalii 

... 

135 

6,202 

45 16 1 

Kungpur 

... 

216 

7,030 

33 9 3 

Dinojpur 


2?0 

7,777 

37 0 7 

Malda 


74 

... * 3,082 

41 10 6 

Hoicra 

# 

••• 

74 

2,790 

37 12 0 

Pubna 

... + ... 

194 

7,779 

40 1 6 


The Inspector is unable to explain why tho rates differed in the different districts to the 
extent shown in this return, as the administration* of tho primary fund is vested in the 
Magistrates, but generally it is found that tho E pathsalas approach more closely to the D’s 
in those districts whero the payments are higher. 

89. Beyond discharging his duties as an inspecting officer towards tho primaries to the 
utmost extent in his povfrer, Balm Bliudev observes that theso schools owe nothing to him 
directly. J On two points, however, conitectetl with the efficient maintenance of the schools, 
ho tendered advice to the late Commissioner, which was accepted. The first refers to the 
c payment of the gurus —a matter of the first? importance in the administration of these schools ; 
the scheme itself, and life reasons which necessitated it, are set forth fully in tho following 
extract from tho Inspector’s report, : — ; ' * ° 

“ I found, while going thrbugh somo of the districts* that the payment^ due to the gurus 
of the pathsalas had iu somo places run into long arrears. One guru, whose pathsala I was 
examining in December, told mo in the presence of tho sub-inspector, that he had not v been 
paid his stipend from tho month of February' preceding. # I learnt at other places that gurus’ 
stipends to the amount of nine or eleven hundred rupees had accumulated in tho hands of 
some of the sub-inspectors. One ca£e was brought tq my notice of a sub-inspector having 
been suspended by the Magistrate for having taken receipt front a gilru for sums which he 
had not actually paid at the time. Iu another district, where payments were being made by 
the police, a few gurus complained that the police always refused to pay them directly they 
called, but obliged them, ou some plea or other, to call oftentiir^s at the thana for payment. 
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The above facts and allegations, true or false, impressed upon me tho necessity of having 
some definite scheme framed for the payment of the garus. One of the Magistrates also 
thought that for the payment of the gurus a scheme hud become a necessity. In tho scheme 
which I suggested to the Commissioner, I kept in view directly the following objects: (1) 

* quick payment of th8 gurus; (2) prevention of accumulation in tho hands of the sub- 
inspectors; (d) check on the paymasters in tho hands of tho gufus themselves; (4) to do 
without the police ; collaterally I wanted (5) to ensuro some inspection of the superior 
schools — a work which was being negloeted ; ((i) to prevent the break-up of tho superior 
schools by giving them some influence over the primaries in their neighbourhood, which had 
been drawing off their students. The districts were divided into small circles, with usually 
some aided school in tho centre. Tho master of tho school was made paymaster of about a 
dozen schools within a range of some eight or ten miles. lie gave security to the Magistrate, 
received money from tho sub-inspector, paid the gurus who called with their registers on 
stated days, entered the payments in their hat-chill has , and took receipts from tho gurus, 
which he gavo up to tho sub-inspector on his next visit. Tho paymasters were remunerated 
by a commission of 5 per cent, on the sums they paid. This schefho was certainly far inferior 
to the old departmental ruling, which required the sub*inspeetors to pay tho stipends into tho 
hands of the gurus at their pathsalas after examination, and takg receipts then and there , to be 
forwarded to the Inspector’s office. But the number of primary schools having greatly 
increased, and that of sub-inspectors having remained stationary, the schemo above described 
appeared to mo to meet what were our immediate wants. The introduction of tho scheme 
was, however, not quite smooth. In one district the haf-ehifthas required to be given to the 
gurus were thought unnecessary ; in another the sub-inspectors were reported as able to do 
without the central paymasters ; and in others simple delay was interposed. Even now the 
district reports, abstracts of which are appendod, are upt all quite friendly to tho scheme. 
The handle to overturn it, as they seem instinctively to perceive, is that charge of a commis- 
sion of 5 per cent, on tho primary fund. For my part, I think the scheme was only tenta- 
tive, and that, as long as the old departmental ruling cannot he restored in respect of guru 
payments from the want of a sufficient number of sub-inspectors, tho scheme should be main- 
tained. From one of tho districts where tho scheme was not carried out, the Deputy Inspector 
represents that he made the sub-inspectors give up, at tho end of tho year, about 11s. 2,000 
which had accumulated in their hands. The Magistrate of that district also writes about his 
introducing a plan of taking receipts and filing them, as if such tilings have to be done for the 
first time now. On tho other hand, quick payments and no accumulations are reported from 
all tho districts where the scheme was carried out.” 

90. Tho prompt payment of gurus is one of tho pressing questions of the day ; and tho 
evils attendant upon payment through the police havo been shown in another division. It 
would seem, however, that the payment of gurus through tho agency* ol. sub-inspoctors is 
not without its drawbacks, and, in the face of the irregularities^ which the Inspector nlentions, 
it can hardly be held to bo a very weighty objection against the system of central pay- 
masters which has been introduced into this division, that it involves a 0 per cent, charge on 
the primary fund. At most this payment of commission comes to this, that 19 pathsalas 
are maintained where there might bo 20 ; but there is a better return for the money in 
having 19 well organised schools rather than 20 irregularly paid and inefficient ones. So far^ 
the plan has worked satisfactorily, and should, I think, bo maintained. 

91. The second point on which the Inspector’s advice was accepted by the late Commis- 
sioner, refers to the institution of a system of central examinations of primary schoolboys. 
Tho following are the rules adopted for carrying out this scheme : — 

(1.) — The assembling of tho children of primary schools at centres for examination 
may bo ordered by the School Inspector. 

(2.) — Primary schools within a range of six miles only are to be brought to any 
centre selected for holding the examination. Deputy and sub-inspectors 
should bear in mind that the children must take llbth their morning and 
evening meals at homo. • • • • 

(3.) — The teachers must always como with theu children, and take care of them* on 
their way to and from the examination. . • 

• (4.) — The teachers must come with their registers of attendance, visitors’ books, and 
tho hat-flnlthas in which payments to them are eiftered. 

(5.) — The children must com£ wilhjtheir books *and writing materials. 

^6.)— It \Vill bo competent for tho 'inspector to order paj®ment from the primary 
fund at the rate of two pice pej; child for tiffin, and also at tho same rate 
• for ferry where .necessary. 

(7.)—*It will bo competent for the Inspector to award prizes in books or cash, 
payable from .the. primary fund, at the rate of Its. 5 for every hundred 
children examined. 

92. This scheme also involves a slight, but legitimate charge on the primary fund, 
\fhich is fully justified by the end to ke attained. Objections were raised by some that the 
boys would leave the schools ^ they were asked to come to these examinations, and by others 
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that there was no money to spare for such a purpose. The opposition gradually disppeared 
after the Inspector had, in passing through some of the districts, explained the object of the 
rules. “ When the examinations were at length held,” says the Inspector, “ the boys did not 
either leave their schools, nor was money wanting for the prizes. Not only did the boys, with 
their teachers and guardians, flock to the examinations as they do on sucli'occasions in the North- * 
Western Provinces, but I felt that the system would act as a check against the tendency of 
schools of this nature to becomo in some measure paper schools only. I admit that a school 
to bo properly inspected should be seen in its place. I admit that inspection at gatherings fails 
partially in one of the main objects of inspection, which is to guide tho teachers. I admit 
that gatherings like these, if not conducted with proper care, are apt in some cases to press 
hard on the children and their guardians. But admitting all these defects in the system, 

1 beliovo it has advantages which counterbalance its disadvantages, and that with proper 
precaution the disadvantages may be much reduced. The practice at present in tho Eajshahi 
circle is that the Inspector or tho Magistrate only can order such gatherings; the local 
inspecting officers must see the schools at their own places.” 

93. Tho following are r the four standards fixed for these central examinations: — 

1 st standard. — Heading flueiltly sentences and writing them from dictation, and 
working up to simple division in arithmetic. 

2nd standard.— Heading and writing words and names, and workipg up to simple 
addition in arithmetic. 

3rd standard. — Reading and writing simple and compound lcttors, and knowing 
something of the tables and numeration. • 

4th standard. — be low the third standard, inclusive of no perceptible result. 

91.. The result of the examination of 252 primaries in five districts under the above 
scheme is noted by the Inspector, and it would seem that out of a total roll-number of 5,954 
children, *1,039, or 6*8 per cent., were present. Of these, 032 readied the first standard, 772 
tho socond, 1,191 tho third, and 1,597 were placed under the fourth. In the course of 
tho year tho Inspector examined 720 primaries, chiefly in central gatherings, and the impres- 
sion received was that most of these schools were “ slowly rising.” He says : — 

“ Tho slow rise in the primary schools is to bo understood, with the qualification that 
tho aided vernacular schools and the more aspiring of the D pathsalas aro not rising. Most 
of them stand still, and ratjier tend to come down to the level of the E pathsalas. The E’s 
havo risen slightly. The fact seems to me to be this. In the ltajshahi division, in four of its 
largest districts, (1) Moorshedabad, (2) llajshalii, (3) Eangpur, and (4) Dinajpur, there 
wero guru-training schools working for years beforo the E pathsalas began to bo recognised. 
These districts had been supplied with tho D pathsalas, which had in a measure created a 
standard for pathsalaf which the E’s are now struggling to attain. A large number of gurus 
with some training were likewise at onro available from tho guru-training (now normal) 
schools when tho K’s wero started. . These causes have operated powerfully on tho E pathsalas, 
and are raising them up to the old level of the I)’s; while tho D’s aro ceasing to aspiro 
alter the vernacular scholarships, for which five competition was very hard, and are trying to 
win the primary scholarships, for which the E pathsalas compete with them.” 

“ I do not know how. the D and E pattisalas havo acted and re-acted on each other in 
' othor parts, but in this division they seem to be gradually nearing one another. The difference, 
however, is still very marked in all the districts, except liajshahi, where the E gurus aro 
paid at a much higher rate than* in any other district of the division.” 

95. 'Primary Scholarship Examination. — This examination was conducted in the several 
districts by the local educational officers, assisted in some cases by members of the district 
committees. The following are the statistics of tho examination : — . 


Districts. 

Number of primary 
schools in the 

.Number of schools 
that sent 

Number passed. 

Number of 
scholarships 

i 

district. 

t candidates. 

awarded. 

Moorshedabad ... ... ... t| 

377 • *. 

119 

2C2 

10 

‘Kajslmhi ... ... r ... 

J{47 

155 . 

205 

10 

nl J a ... ' ... 1 

85 » ... 

42 

. 43 

4 

Dinajpur ... ... ^ 

414 

77 

183 

, 8 

lUngpur ... ... *... 

• 422 

528 

. • 302 

26 

Bogra 

i- ** 

41, 

4 

4 

l’ubiu 

A 

221 

$2 

119 c 

•7 


— - 

— 

4 


Total 

... 1,848 

644 

* t 

1,118 

, *69 



• 


1 » 


.6. It would be an advantage, tho Inspector thhiksj if this examination were held 
simultaneously with that for minor and vernacular scholarships in all districts ; and he also 
points out that many of the schools which now send candidates to tho. primary examination 
are capablo of reaching a higher standard. The institution of asystemof intermediate scholar- 
ships, which has been proposed by the Lieutenant-Governor, wjdl relieve the present pressure 
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wJ«g fiSSS? “ J ‘' reWnt ,he ,iuli ”S *01.001, to th„ 

l^ie Commissioner has made no comments on the Inspector’s report. 

97. Gpocu Bkiiah Div.sioN.-Tho districts of Julpigoree and Darjeeling which now 
tho Rajshalu dmsion, bcioiigcd on 31st March to the Coodi Bdiar division 
Ihcse districts contained very lew schools of any kind previous to the introduc ion o l a 
fjoyenime.it schemes of education, and the general attitude of the people towards S t on 
still remains one of comparative indifference. The Circle Inspector wont thnmS, ho 
districts twice dunng the year, and became acquainted with the manners of schools and 

1Ufl f eDtia ! m - e “i t U<i t lG , ini P re8810n received was “that* schools hero are the effects 
mostly^ of more imitation, and not as yet of any strongly-felt want on the part of flm 
people. The cost of each pathsala in the Julpigoree district was Its. G4 for the year which 
of f *1 maximum sanctioned by the late Lieutenant-Governor ; but in the absence 

of the old foundations to build upon the cost could pot bo brought down to a smaller sum 

97 in^bA^ Umber ° f P r "V iU * y Scboola “ (ho two districts on 31st March was 121, against 
. 7 in the previous year. Die number of pupils in attendance was 2,534, sliowim- an 
increase of 391 during the year. Of these, 1,397 •were Hindus 1 kh \r ,i „ W n , 1 
3 Christians, and 39 others. One pupil was returned as belomrino-’to the um»< , 4x1 
middle, and 2,049 to the lower classes of society • and 24 of h^ nil, w 1 1 1 Vi • , 

la , tbo . bl - St ’ ^ U<i 1,() ~ 4 iu tlle 8econ<1 division of the primary stage of pro "re™ 
of the pathsalas in the south and south-western parts of the Jidpigorco district stand on 
nearly the same level with similar schools in the Rangpur an.l Dinnjpur districts 

. * ’ ^ e J u lpi^oreo district tlioro wore 88 primary schools with 1 N79 nnnils 

against 60 schools with 1,81*2 in the preceding vear Of those nil hnt o ^ i 

ky Government or «.«!*. tU 

Z^r? 10 - ^i Cl - ail<1 G v r< f ’ and thoro 13 a £ reat waut of pandits who can speak to 
the Mooli children in their own dialect. An attempt is being made to overcome this dilli, ult y 

by training Meeh gurus in the J ulp.goree Normal School. The Sub-Inspector bavin" asked 
for an increase m he assignment for pathsalas, the Deputy Commissioner has very proper y 
directed lam to look rather to the improvement of existing schools than to an oltZZi ot 
the lr number. It seems, says the Deputy Commissioner, “ as if wo bad scattered a handful 
of seed broadcast, irrespective of the soil iu which it might fall, and with littlo or uo props- 
ration for its care should it germinate. * * * * Onr nkinrd- , wi f a „ * . 

results, but really to promote simple education in their own langungo among the peopio 
Wetl m in J, n; at 0Ur °V in a ** nor «hall we ever attain °it by scattering^ 

f X T i- a(!id r- 0f a p f, 0pl ° win ovor > liko tl,af - of «»o individual, 

bo slow woik at fimt. But tho foundation well put in, a few schools well established 
a er-growth will bo rapid. Tho Deputy Commissioner again brings to notice the 

n on r, tu r m ed r hou by m t m cr *1 

,Z 1 2?ii g K em ° n ’ , he . 8 ?y 8 -“ a8 tho mainstay of education in the district, and it is 
uidiuhtedly his ox ample winch has g.von tho impetus to, and fostered the growth of 

1 s ‘‘ ouM *« i ? - — *•** “»» •*«' 

the lerai, who acts under the orders of the Deputy Commissioner. The number of primary 
39 l w 8 1U M h l d 1 W<lS 34 ,* ° f wl,i, i h 15 il1 the Tcrai contained 270 pupils, of whom 
iiithn hill^hS^vll 1 ”* 5 T 1 1 1U t,l0 1 hl118 contained 43k pupils, of whom 80 Wo girls. 
and 4 O BI of , / ' J1 T PU1 ] S ’ W l ? ^f ro almost entirely Nepalese, learn Hindi; 22 Lepehas 
and 15 Bhato lean. Lopjhas and Bin. oa at two of the schools; 100 of tho pupils were ffl.o 
duldren of coolies mostly employed m tho tea gardens. Tho standard in all the scl.ools is 
numberl’ an<i * J4eput/ t/()mmi8810uer wishes to improve them before increasing their 

u J 01 -, r, ' b ! m 2 / > Schohnhips .- There was no examination at Darjeeling. In Julpigoree 

it w 7 8 rf i i Caudldates .l 'I f whom three* gaihod seliolarsliipj. .The Commissioner, 

mV ller8chol > waa Present at oue of these examinations, aud thought tho boys hadmado 
vciy little progress. • • . * . 

T- ■ - 10 "*, f? ACC ; 4 Division^— T he following are the statistics of tlnj primary scliools for the 
division at the dose of tho vear: — . • J 


. 



• • 


m . 

• • 



I>rs#UM:Ty. 

• 

% 

Now or E 
puthgulus. 

• 

Pupils. 

• 

Ollier Oov- j 
err; men t and ! 
t^u^'d lower | 
vernacular ; 
schools. • 

Pupils. 

Unaided 

• 

Pupils. 

Total. 

Pupils. 

Dacca ... j 

Fiirecflporo.’. j 

llackcrmnnj ( j ‘ j 

Myrnunsingii 

200 . 
191 

244 

250 * 

• 

(>.179 • 

* 5.944 

«,792 
7,354 

• 

| 20 

25 

25 | 

842 i 

791 j 

»;w | 

— ~w 

\ 24 

87 

97 

48 

865 

70S 

2, Hsu 
1,48(1 

j 251 

2.VI 

8H 

829 

8.186 

7,503 

9.772 

9.486 

Total 

891 

20,569 

Jr. 

70 

2.279 | 

206 

0,099 | 

1,167 j 

.'44,947 
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primary Comparing these figures with the returns of the previous year, there has been an increase 

instruction, of 140 schools under inspect ion and of 4,482 pupils; in the E pathsalas there has been an 
increase of 100 schools and 1,719 scholars. The average number of pupils iu attendance at 
each school was 30. 

103. These figures, f the Inspector remarks, do not show any notable expansion of the 
primary system, but that the pathsalas have held their ground. I agree with the Officiating 
Commissioner that the primary system has done something more than hold its own. The 
expansion of the scheme is necessarily limited by the funds to be disposetl of, and as all 
the funds have been placed out in the Dacca and Fureedpore districts, an extension of schools 
in these districts can only he looked for from a reduction in the amount of the grants 
already made. In tho Dacca district an increase of seven in the number of aided pathsalas 
has been attended by a doereaso of 319 in tho number of pupils, and in Fureedpore an 
increase of four schools by a loss of 255 scholars. The cause of this was the prevalence of 
fever throughout largo tracts of both districts during the year, which necessarily affected the 
attendance. . 

101. In Mymensingh there ha$ been marked progress during the year, the number 
of aided pathsalas having increased by 80 and the pupils by 2,209. In Backergunge there 
was an increase of 11 Schools and 114 scholars. The number of unaided pathsalas in this 
district is returned at 97, but tins number is far below the mark, and merely includos the 
schools in tho suddor sub-division. In the l’erozopore sub-division alone Dr. Robson received, 
during a recent tour, a hundred* applications for aid from schools, nono # of which are included 
in the returns. 

105. In Mymensingh and Backergunge a considerable amount of the primary grant 
remains still unallotted, and in both pilose districts an extension of schools may be looked for. 
In Mymensingh the unspent balance is nearly lis. 3,000 ; but the District Oommittoe rightly 
consider it unadvisable to give aid to pathsalas which cannot he inspected. 

106. Tho question of payment of fees by pathsala hoys has been inquired into during 

the year, and tho Officiating Commissioner remarks that in Fureedpore and Mymensingh these 
inquiries show “that there lias been no tendency on the part of the people to stop payment 
of their former contributions in consequence of aid having boon given by Government.’’ In 
Backergunge, where the practice of withholding fees was supposed to prevail moro largely 
than in the other districts, 'tho Inspector and Commissioner are of opinion that the complaints 
put forward were greatly exaggerated. “ When the complaint,” says Dr. Robson, “ is well 
founded, the explanation is not far to seek. In a largo number of eases grants were given 
to pro-existing pathsalas, taught by old-fashioned gums, who after tho receipt of the grant 
continued to teach the same boys tho same subjects according to the same methods as before. 
In such eases the villagers failed to seethe propriety of giving tho gurus double pay for tho 
very same work they were doing before, and accordingly they withheld their contributions. 
The cure for this state of things is’to improve tho teaching. There is rarely any difficulty 
about fees where there is a competent, guru. Tho same notions of equity which lead tho 
villagers to think that tho old-fashioned guru doing tho same work as beforo should continue 
to liuvo the same pay, lead them to the conclusion that a superior guru teaching more 
efficiently should have higher pay.” c • 

107. With a view to effecting some reduction in the larger grants, without, if possible, 
affecting tho income of the gurus, or impairing tho efficiency of the school, the District 
Commit top of Dacca have, on the recommendation of the Inspector, issued tho following 
rules with regard to the payment of fees in pathsalas : — 

# I. — No free boys shall be taught in tho aided pathsalas, except by tho permission of 

the inspecting officers. This permission w,ill be giien in every case in which, 
after consultation with the guru and the villagers, it is ascertained that tho 
boy is really unable to pay fees. 

H* F ees rmiy be paid in money or* in kind, according to the convenience of the 

* pupils. * * • 

III. — The, rate qf the foo will be according to the circumstances of the pupils. Tho 

settlement of the rate m any disputed cqpe will be left to the guru and tho 
inspecting officer. 

IV. — The inspecting ^ officer will at his visit strike off the names of thoso hoys whose 

fees are moro than one month* in atfrear, unless exceptional circumstances 
seem to make it expedient to extend the term. 

V. — No boy whose name has been struck off, for non-payment of fees t shall bo 
admitted into any other aided pathsalas. . . « 

VL Boys whose names have beon struck off for non-payment of fees may be 
ro-admitted on paying up the arrears. ' • • 

VII. Tho pathsala registers shall be so drawn up as to ‘have separate columns 
showing, (1st) the rate of fees for each boy ; (2nd) the amount paid ; (3*d) 
the date of payment ; (4th) the amount remaining unpaid. 



OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 


23 


108. The Magistrate, in sanctioning these rules, remarks “that there is no doubt that 
the bulk of the people can pay a small fee; and till this is systematically enacted, there can 
be no increase in the number of schools aided.” Commenting on the adoption of these rules 
by the Committee, the Officiating Commissioner says : — 

“ It is quite possible that at tho first commencement the insistance of fees being paid 
may result in a diminished number of pupils attending these schools, but I myself boliove 
that this will not continue. Tho rules which the Commit teo have adopted, and which will be 
•found in extenxo in the Inspector’s report, must ho carried out with firmness and judgment, 
and exceptional cases not too easily admitted. There is no doubt that a desire for education 
is spreading among the masses, whatever detractors from the wise policy of Sir George 
Campbell may say to the contrary ; and in this part of the country, where the ryots are, as a 
rule, so remarkably well-to-do, I for one do not hesitate to say that they will as a body pay 
without demur the very small fees necessary to procuro it for their children. But nativo- 
liko, they will not pay unless they see that they cannot escape doing so, and this is tho reason 
why these rules will require to be worked firmly by the inspecting officers of tho district.” 

10G. It will ho no innovation to insist on tho payment of fees; and if the rules ho 
judiciously worked by tho inspecting officers, the eftstomary fees will probably bo realised. 
On the qualifications of the teachers, Dr. Robs on says : — # 

“ Much has been done during the year to improve the gurus. 4 small proportion liavo 
had the benefit of a course of normal school training, and have returned to their patJisalas 
with their teaching powers greatly improved. The main smyce of improvement, however, has 
been in the gradual Tveeding out of the old unimproveablo gurus and the substitution of 
young men who have read up to tho vernacular scholarship standard in middle schools. 
These young men make by far the best gurus, and when guided in their work tho progross 
made is sometimes astonishing.” • 

“ When tho primary scheme was started, preference was given fli many districts to 
old-fashioned -gurus and to village patwaries. Some of tho patwari gurus liavo done well, 
but on the whole they have not shown much aptitude for thoir work. Tliero is, besides, tho 
objection to them that in public estimation patwaries are rogues, the cleverest patwari # being 
he who is most skilful in the fabrication of accounts. Popular opinion may bo un just to them, 
but still the low opinion entertained of their integrity renders it unadvisablo to entrust them 
with the training of the young; for it is always necessary to the success of a school that a 
teacher should bear a fair character, and enjoy the confidence of tho parents of his pupils.” 

110. The defect in the working of the primary scheme hitherto in Eastern Bengal, as 
in other divisions, has been the absence of any incentive to a gu®i to improve his 
teaching or to increase the number of his pupils. Expressions of dissatisfaction on tho port 
of inspecting officers, if attended by no reduction of grants, would make but little impression ; 
nor, on the other hand, would tliero bo any great incentive to exertion if improvements in 
teaching and increase in attendance were attended by nothing moro substantial than words of 
praise. The remedy for ibis lies in tho carrying out of the principle laid down by the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor in his minuto of 12th January, that in future “the amount of a grant should 
bo regulated, as nearly as possible, according to results.” 

With reference to the Midnapur system, theflnspector says : — 

“ There are various ways of working the principle of payment by results, all of wliicli 
have the same general aim of stimulating teachers and pupils' by rewards to be gained by 
diligence and proficiency. Tho most thorough-going appfication of the principle is to be 
found in the Midnapur system, so successfully worked out* by Mr. Harrison. This plan, 
according to which a district is parcelled out into centres and sub-centres, at all of which 
examinations are hold, is too complicated to bo off octivoly worked in this division with* our 
present inspecting staff. Besides this, tho network of khals and rivers, which renders com- 
munication so difficult in many parts of Eastern Bengal, opposes peculiar obstacles to tho 
assemblage of any considerable number of boys at centres of examination. It is thought, too, 
by some that the system has serious inherent disadvantages, being unfavourable to regularity 
of teaching and to discipline. ” * • . 

“ What is wanted is a modified system o£ payment by results, whioh will secure tho f 
permanence and regular working of the schools, and whioh will at thp samo timo provide* tho 
' stimulus of rewards to be«gained by diligent and suceossful # teaeher«.” 

111. These objects, Dr. ltobseu thinly, may be altained in three ways: — 

(1.) »By a system of quarterly rewards, that is, supplementing fixed grants by 
quarterly rewards of Its. 1, 2, 3, and 4, according to tho state of the pathsala* 
when visited by hti inspecting officer. 

(2.)* By an appeal to the fears fts well as the hopes of a. guru, by decreasing or 
increasing the* amount of* a grant according to the condition in which an 
inspecting officer finds a school. 

(3.) By rewards given upon the result of the primary scholarship examination, 
a guru being allowed Its. 5, 4, and 3 for each boy passing the first, 
second, and third divisions respectively. 
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The first method lias been adopted by the District Committee of Noakholly, and the second 
by the Dacca and Backergunge committees ; and either, if carefully worked, would attain the 
end aimed at. The third method, while it is open to tho objection that a guru cares less for 
a lump sum once in twelve months than for a monthly grant, yet leaves little room for 
eccentricity or caprice, and it has the great merit of opening the rewards to aided and unaided 
schools alike, thereby stim slating all classes of primary schools in the district. On this ques- 
tion the Officiating Commissioner observes that 44 the elaborate system which has worked so 
well in Midnapur would certainly not succeed in a part of the country where, for 
months in every year, a journey of a few miles is a tedious and not always a safe undertaking. ’ 
lie thou says in continuation : ‘ k Of the three methods of payment by results noticed by the 
Inspector, the one that most commends itself to my judgment is the seoond. It is extremely 
simple and easily worked, and, as Dr. ltobson remarks, ‘ it appeals to tho guru's fears as well 
as to his hopes.' ” 

44 Indeed it frequently appoals to both together, as in cases where a grant has been 
reduced, with tho proviso thg,t it will either be restored to its former amount, or taken away 
altogether, according as the pathsala may be found to have improved or tho roverse at the 
next inspection. The third method is also good, and I see no reason why both it and the 
second should not bo worked simultaneously, of course within the limits of tho funds available. 
I am afraid funds would not be available to reward both gurus and their successful pupils in the 
primary scholarship examination, but this might be done wherever possible, the amount of 
the rewards being, where necessary, reduced. 1 may add, before passing on, that the second 
method has been already adopted by the Dacca Committeo, though* so recently as not to 
admit of any opinion being formed on its rosult.” 

112. Tho standard to be aimed at in the pathsalas has been a fert.ilo subject of discus- 
sion and difference of opinion. Many of the subordinate inspecting officers, adopting the view 
that the reading of any, even tho simplest hook was not desired, have done their best to keep 
down the standard ; and ono zealous officer proposed that a circular should be issued forbid- 
ding gurus to use books of any kind on pain of dismissal. Generally a wider and higher 
interpretation has been given to the stain lard, and all doubt on tho subject has been set at 
rest by tho recent minute of the Lieutenant-Governor defining the standard unmistakeably. 
On this point the Officiating Commissioner remarks: — 44 That Sir George .Campbell did not 
mean to keep the standard to so low a point as is maintained by some persons, is, I think, 
evident from a passage in paragraph 10 of his resolution of 30th September 1872, which 
I quote: 4 What is wanted is to teach ordinary village boys enough to enable them to take 
earo of their own interests in their own station of life, as petty shopkeepers, small landholders, 
ryots, handicraftsmen, weavers, village headmen, boatmen, fishermen, and what not.' Such 
an education must go somewhat further than a knowledge of reading acquired without the 
aid of hooks, and of writing consisting m the main of smearing ink on plaintain leaves.” 

113. The following statement, giving tho result of a special inquiry instituted to 
ascertain the proportion of pathsalas now in receipt of aid, which were in existence before tho 
new scheme was launched, shows that in this division tho primary schools now in existence 
are largely duo to the introduction of this scheme of popular education : — 


Number of aided * P»ithsftla*» stnrted • 

Districts. or K pathsalas on Pro-existing path- under tho primary 

t 31st March 1876. salas subsidised. scheme. 

Dacca ' ... ... .„. 200 Ill 80 

Purecdporo ... ... ... 101 20 171 

lhickerguuge... ... ... 211 * 124 120 

Mymensingh ... ... 260 226 

Total ... 891 286 600 


114. These figures show that opt of 891 pathsalas in all the districts, only 285, or 32 
,per cent., wero in ex^stenefc before September 1872, and that 606 pathsalas, attendodby 18,000 
pupils, or 08 per cent, of the present number, havo arisen sin<& the introduction of the now 
scheme ; while 196 unaided pathsalas, attended by 6,000 pupils, have also sprung up in the ' 
expectation of getting aid. 44 Wp thus arrive at tho striking fact,” says the Inspector, 44 that in 
* the Dacca division alone 24,000 pupils are now being taught the elements of Useful knowledge, 
who, but for this great scheme of national education, would havo grown up ifi ignorance. 

44 The condition of the 285 old pathsalas that have *b*een subsidised has been greatly 
improved since the receipt of Government aid. ‘The school-houses are in general more 
comfortable, the attendance is larger, &nd the teaching more regular than before. Some of the 
gurus have been improved by a course of normal school training, and tvell-qualified young 
men have, in many instances, been substituted for gurus of the old-fashioned, unimproveable 
type. In the majority of these pathsalas the standard of education- has advanced far beyond' 1 
what it was before they enjoyed the advantages of Government aid and inspection.” 
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1 15. In commenting on this portion of the report , tlio Officiating Commissioner says 

“ There is one moro point, and one only, to be noticed in connection with the system 
of primary education I allude to the doubt that has been expressed, and is still, I believe, 
felt by many as to whether this scheme is anything more than a popular delusion, inasmuch 
as it has not created new pathsalas, but simply aided those already in existence, which had 
hitherto got on perfectly well without such aid, and would no doubt have continuod to do 
so at a saving to the State of A* 10,000 per annum. Whatever may bo the ease in other 
divisions, it is clear enough that iu this tho scheme has not been a sham" Tlio figures given 
in paragraph 32 of l)r. Hobson’s report show that out of 891 aided pathsalas in the four 
districts of which the division is composed, 000, with an attendance of over 18,000 pupils, 
have been called into existence by it, while 100 unaided pathsalas, with more than (>,000 
pupils, have been started iu hopes of getting aid under it. Facts are stern tilings, and these 
speak for themselves, and with wonderful distinctness.'’ 

116. As previously remarked, however, facts of this kind should be accepted with tho 
nocessary limitations. What can be rigidly said is, and that with no disparagement to tho 
pathsala scheme, that 18,000 boys are now reading an 'improved course for a longer time in 
permanent pathsalas, a largo proportion of whom would, without those pathsalas, have received 
Tio instruction pi all, while the remainder would have learnt, perhaps for a few months only, 
from an itinerant guru, the barest rudiments of country writing and arithmetic. 

117. Primary Scholarship Examination . — The statistics of tho examination are given 
in the following table : — 


Disiricts. 

Number of 
schools which 
sent up candi- 
dates. 

Number of 
candidates who 
appeared. 

N umber of 
candidates who • 
passed. 

Number of 
scholarships 
obtained. 

Dacca 

100 

SOI 

107 

13 

Fa rood pore 

. so 

230 

4(3 

10 

13 uck erg un go ... 

87 

280 

11 

11 

Mymeimngh ... 

111 

■ 340 

12 

• 

12 

Total 

■120 

1,217 

i ! 

46 




118. In Dacca and Fureedpore the successful candidates were arranged in throe divisions, 
and candidates of any age were admitted, those abov# 14 years of age being debarred from 
obtaining scholarships Pass-cert ifi cates, signed by the Vice-President of tho District 
Committee, were awarded to all who passed, which, being highly prized, did much to soften the 
disappointment felt at not getting a scholarship. In Mymonsingh and liackergungo boys 
above 14 years of ago were excluded, not merely from scholarships, but from the examination, 
and the passed candidates were not classified; sor that out of 626 candidates, only the 23 
who obtained scholarships had the satisfaction of knowing that they had passed tho examina* 
tion. Dr. llobson condemns this policy of exclusion on the ground of ago, and considers 
it unjust to refuse certificates to those who have passed, as it deprives both gurus and pupils 
of the credit to which their exertions have entitled them. Jielerring to this dttfereneo of 
praetico among district committees, tho Officiating Commissioner says : — 

“ I think it would he well that somo general procedure for the conduct of this examina- 
tion were laid down. It appears that the mere fact of obtaining a certificate under the 
signature of tho Vice-President of tlio school committee of having passed this examination 
is much prized, by not only tlio boys themselves, but also by thcii; gurus and parents, and 
I can see no objection to boys of any age reading. at pathsalas being allowed to go up. 
I think, however, seeing that this would probably considerably increase tho number of 
examinees, that all boys* above 14 should pay p fee <Jf eight annas. {The proceeds might 
go either towaids paying examiners, and thus relieving a portion of the inspectional staff 
# of this 'duty — a matter v^hicli, in its numerically weak state, is.of much importance — or 
might be amalgainated with tho pathsala grant of the district, and contribute towards the 
sum required to reward candidates vfrflo passed tho examination without obtaining scholar- 
ships, and the gurus of the schools where they had been educated.”* 

1.19. Tho examination has -already assumod very formidable dimensions, and it is 
doubtful whether the door should be thrown open to all comers, even on tho payment of a 
fee of eight annas. An iucrease jn tjie number of scholarships, as contemplated in the resolution 
of 5th October 1872, .would,* the Commissioner thinks, add much to the encouragement 
of popular education. . 

* 120. Chittagong Division. — The primary schools in this division are returned as 556 

in number, with an attendance of 18,522 pupils, being an increase of 19 schools and 861 pupils 

7 . 
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for the year. Of these schools, 522 are pathsalas aided under the new scheme, and the 
following table contains the statistics of these pathsalas for each district 


Districts. 

Aided or E 
paths^aa. 

Chittagong 

164 

Noakholly 

140 

Tipperah 

228 

Total 

622 


Number of District assign- Amount of « , 

pupila. mcnt. • grant expended. ® avin KS. 


Ra. Ha. Rs. 

5.220 8,000 7,304 696 

4,996 6,600 4,878 722 

7,132 10,400 7,818 2,682 


17,348 24,000 20,000 4,000 


121. This statement shows that no large extension of schools is possible in 
Chittagong and Noakholly, except by a change in the system of administering the primary 
funds. In Tipperah there .is a largo unspent balance, and the Inspector reports that “the 
insufficiency of the inspecting staff in ^hat district was, till lately, an insuperable obstaclo to 
the establishment of new pathsalas ; and when, about the middle of the year, the staff was 
strengthened by the addition <5f two officers, it was deemed advisable that their efforts should, 
for a time be directed towards the improvement of the existing schools, whick had suffered 
from insufficient inspection.” 

122. Inquiries have been made during the year for the purpose of ascertaining to what 
extent the pathsalas now subsidised consist of schools that existed bofore the new scheme was 
brought into operation, and on the result Dr. Hobson remarks : — 

“ In the Chittagong district it does not appear that a single new patlisqla has been 
created by the primaVy scheme. Of the 154 pathsalas now receiving aid, 120 were in existence 
and taught by their present gurus before the inauguration of the sehemo in 1872. With 
regard to tho remaining 84, the Deputy Inspector says that they are not exactly the old 
pathsajas, but the old pathsalas renfodelled by new gurus and new houses. In some eases two 
or more pathsalas in a village wore united under a new guru, giving rise to what he calls a 
new pathsala. 

“ The state of matters is very different in Noakholly and Tipperah. In tho 
former only 27 out of 140 pathsalas now receiving aid were in existence before 1872, and in 
tho latter only (17 out of 228.” 

128. The average rate of the pathsala grants is Rs. 4-8 in Chittagong, Rs. 3 in 
Noakholly, and Rs. 3-8 in Tipperah. Commenting on the rates, the Inspector says 

“ If is not easy to understand the necessity or expediency of the exceptionally high grants 
in the Chittagong district, where primary education is popular, as is proved by the Existence 
of 252 unaided pathsalas, and wliero the lower classes are generally well off, and able to pay 
for the education of their children. Nearly all tho pathsalas no-w aided were in existence 
before they wero subsidised ; and if tho villagers had continued to pay the usual fees and 
perquisites, two-rupeo grants would have hern a very substantial addition to tho income of 
the gurus.” 

. “ The Deputy Inspector appears to think that tho ' high grants have had much to do 

with the high standard of excellence which the Chittagong pathsalas have attained. But as 
these high grants liavo been given from the first, thero has been no opportunity of seeing 
.whether they would not have flourished well with small grants. The high grants have 
not 'secured a better qualified class of teachers, for most of tho pathsalas are taught by the 
same guius as bcloro. Ihat high grants are not necossary to secure advanced pathsalas is 
proved by the case of Mymensingh, where tho average rate is Rs. 3-8 ; and in the opinion 
of Mr Croft, who visited both districts, the pathsalas of Mymensingh are superior to those 
of Chittagong.” “ r 

. “ Further, tho result of the primary scholarship examination appear to show that 
the general level <jf th<\ Chittagong pathsalas is not so high as has been supposed. At the 
last' examination 141 candidates appeared from 52 schools in the Chittagong district, of whom 
118 passed. In the prcvjpus year 27 schools sent up 65 candidate^ of whom 57 passed. The 
Deputy Inspector justly points tef this result as a convincing proof of the "progress of primary 
education in the district Bift it by no meann prove* that the Chittagong pathsalas are 
.superior to those of all the other districts of tho Eastern circle. The fact that less than 
a third of the aided pathsalas sent up candidates appears to indicate that the majority of them 
teach a low standard. The Dacca district lias 200 aided fXltlisalas, and at the last primary 
scholarship examination 391 candidates appeared* from 136 Schools, of whom 197 passed 
As tested by the results of this examination, file general- level of tho pathsalas is much 
higher m Dacca than in Chittagong.” 

“ I* if no doubt true that a certain percentage of the Chittagong pathsalas have 
approached nearer to the standard of middle schools than any in tho Dacca district • but ft 
must be borne in mind that the inspecting officers of Dacca* felt constrained to repress 
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ambitious attempts to raise the standard beyond a certain point from a regard to what thoy 
believed to be the orders of Government. It is not to bo regretted that in the backward 
district of Chittagong a more liberal interpretation of these orders has allowed one-fourth 
of the pathsalas to attain a high standard. 

124. There is a general concurrence of opinion among the local authorities that the 
Chittagong primary grants are too high, and the Commissioner Has requested the Inspector 
to put himself in communication with the Magistrate, with a view to the introduction of 

a system of smaller subsidies, supplemented by quarterly rewards. The Magistrate says : 

“ Everything makes me think that any but the most moderate aid (except perhaps in some 
very backward parts) is in this district a grand mistake. The* same sum given in rewards 
would probably keep 500 schools up to a high point of efficiency, instead of 1G0. Let us 
inspect, let us advise, let us aid a certain number of good pathsalas with a fixed amount 
(say, Es. 3) ; but don’t let us displace local subscriptions by aiding to a higher extent, so as 
to make the guru independent of local subscriptions. Lot him establish the pre-eminence 
of his pupils and teaching in open examination, and be rewarded if his pupils are successful-^ 
a reward which will at the same time be an honor and a substantial something. Chittagong* 
has the gurus, and does not want to attract them ; it* has tho pathsalas, and does not want 
more. It merely wants guidance, inspection, and reward to .raisg tho efficiency of both.” 
^Looking to the circumstances of these schools, I think a redistribution of the grants on the 
principle laid down by the Magistrate is desirable. 

125. In 1873-74 tho Deputy Inspector of Chittagong 1 took an educational consul of 
his district, which shewed that there were 1,480 unaided schools of all kinds in existence, 
with an attendance of 23,953 pupils. The Deputy Inspector of Tipperah, with tho assistance 
of the other local educational officers, took a similar census of the unaided schools in his 
district during the past year, and tho results are tabulated below : — 


Description op Schools. 


Tola 

EnKlisli schools .. 
Vernacular schools 
Pathsalas 
Maktabs 


Total 




Class of Instruction. 

Date of Establishment. 

Number of 

• 

N umber of 









schools. 

pupils. 

Pupils who 
cun rend and 
write. 

Pupils who 
cannot. 

Before 1872. 

After 1872. 

41 

652 

652 

...... 

23 

18 

3 

72 

31 

41 

3 

1 

10 

2 

8 


l 

164 

175 

3,0 IrO 

675 

2,365 

11 

388 

5,141 

638 

4,803 

62 

320 

| 608 

0.215 

i 

i,»08 

7.217 

, 9« 

512 


This shows that, in addition to tho 283 schools uiider inspection, with 9,073 pupils, there 
are in Tipperah 608 uninspected schools, which give some sort of instruction to 9,215 pupils. 
It appears also that 512 of these schools have sprung up since September 1872, and the fact 
mentioned by the Inspector, that 365 of them have made application for aid, shows that in 
this district it is desirable to introduce a system of administration under which rewards may 
be gained by other than subsidised schools. • ' 

126. The Commissioner has requested the Deputy Inspector of Noakholly to undertake 

a similar census without any extra cost to Govornment, us has* boon done by tho other two 
Deputy Inspectors. * » 

127. In the Ilill Tracts there were three schools attended by 87 pupils Tm tho 31st 
March, the number of pupils boiug less by six than the previous year. 

There are no aided primary schools* but the majority of tho pupils undor instruction 
in the existing schools are in the primary stage of education. Nothing has yet been definitely 
decided as to the scheme of primary education which it was proposed to introduce into the 
Ilill Tracts ; but in tho budget for the current year a sum of lis. 1,600 was provided to meet 
the necessary expenditure. • • 

128. Speaking of primary education among the Hill Tippesahs, the Inspector* says : — 

“ It appears from the. Deputy Inspector’s report that primary, education already oxists 
to some extent among the Hill Tipperahs, who are* looked upon as the most backward of ‘the 
hill tribes. G urns find it grofitamo to go several days’ journey northwards' from Mauikseri 
into the Tipperah iountry to teach tho children of that tribe during tho winter months. 
They are treated \jith great respect Hby the .people, who defrby all their hoarding expenses 
during the perioj. of thoir stay, and they aro said to get from Rd. 40 to Its. 1 00 each in 
cash lor their winter’s work. The Tipperahs appear unwilling to accept of Government 
aid and inspection from a fear that* they would he compelled to send thoir children to school 
all the year ro&nd, which would interfere, with the work of cultivation in tho busy season.” 

“ In establishing schools among these interesting pedple, sound judgment will ho required 
t° allay suspicions and remove* prejudices ; but it is evident that there is a reasonable hope 
°f a . w ®h-oonsidered scheme being successfully carried out, for there is a considerable appre- 
ciation of, and demand for, education of 9 simple kind among theso barbarians, and, what 
is more remarkable, tliGy are jviliing to pay for it.” 


I'KIMABY 

lHSTBl'CMOK. 



28 


REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR 


rKlMARY 

INSTRUCTION. 


129. Primary Scholarship Examination.— The following are the statistics of this 


examination : — 

Districts. 

Number of schools 

Number of can- 

Number of can- 

Number of scholar* 

which sent up 

didates who 

didates who , 

ships obtaiued. 

Chittagong 

candidate a. 

... * 62 

appearod. 

HI 

passed. 

118 

7 

Noakholly 

61 

145 

12 

. ... 6 

Tipperah 

70 

180 

104 

8 

Total 

173 

400 

234 

20 


- 

— 

— 

— 


Two examinations were held in Noakholly during the year— one .in October 1874, and 
the other in February 1875. * The first of these was really the examination of the previous 
year, and 67 candidates from 53 schools were examinod, of whom 1 1 passed and 5 obtained 
scholarships. This result is excluded from tho above table, which would otherwise be useless 
for the purpose of comparison. 

130. On the result of the oxamiifation, the Inspector romarks : — 

“Taking into account the very moderate requirements of the primary scholarship 
standard, the small number passed in .Noakholly appears to indicate a very low standard of' 
education in the pathsalas of that district.” 

* “ In Chittagong and Tipperah the model of the vernacular scholarship examination was 
followed, and those candidates who obtained a certain percentage of the total marks were 
classified in three divisions. There was no restriction in the age of candidates, those above 
14 years of age not being of course eligible for scholarships. Pass certificates, signed by 
the Vice-President of the Committee, •were given to all successful candidates. These certifi- 
cates are highly prized by pupils, teachers, and parents, and they encourage many boys to 
continue their studies in middle schools. They also do much to mitigate the inevitable 
disappointment of many boys who differ very little in point of merit from those who gain 
scholarships.” 

131. Tho Commissioner remarks : — “I agree with the Inspector in thinking that there 
is no reason why tho indigonous schools in Chittagong should be more liberally supported 
than is absolutely necessary ; and in view of ascertaining the opinion of tho District Educa- 
tional Committoo, I have consulted the Magistrate on the subject.” 

“ It appears that the district of Chittagong is already fairly well supplied with indige- 
nous schools, and that the only result of Government help being afforded them is to enable 
the villagers to discontinue their subscriptions; for the gurus have, I believo, often complained 
that sinco receipt of tho grant many of the villagers have demurred about paying their 
former rate of subscription. As noted jn tho Inspector’s report, the Government grant has 
not really resulted in the establishment of any new schools ; most of the Government aided 
schools are old ones, both as regards site and teacher, while the so-called now ones, of which 
there are very fow, are mere rovivals of former places of education.” 

“ The people of this distriot are quite awake to tho advantages of education up to a 
rtaiu point ; they do not, however, desire to attain any high standard, and as a consequence, 

. will be gathered from the report, tho teaching, while successful up to a certain point, does 
)t enable the scholars to compete at the examination. .The desire of the villagers for educa- 
m of some sort is proved by* the existence of a very largo number of schools, the majority of 
hioh are not under inspection* The difficulty, then, to be solved is how to introduce a 
gher stahdard, and induce a wish for a better education. Unless we can do this our 
forts are w asted, for it is evident that the acquirement of tho three Its is within tho reach 
: t&ie inhabitants by their own unaided exertions, and without thq intervention of Govern- 
ent, and that guidance and direction are moro needed than pecuniary aid. To attain this 
iject as little money as possible should be expended in grants-in-aid, tho rest being spent in 
iwards to gurus who maintain a good standard of efficiency. The introduction of a modified 
'stem of payment by results would, I am sure, b'e attended by the best results.” 

“ The system qf quarterly rewards to gurus has already boon introduced in the 
oakholly district. r Prima facie there seems no objection to tho sam,o system being adopted 
i Chittagong.” 

132. Patna Division. — The following is the return of aided primary schools 

1874. 1876. 


Districts. « 

Schools. 

Pupils. 

Schools. 

# Pupils.^ 

Patna 

256 

4,989 

254 

6,414 

Shahnbad 

245 

4,119 

291 

6,869 

Gy a 

430 

. 7,092 

• 370 

‘ 7,698 

Suruu 

2p0 

• 6,888 ,.... 

524 

0,778 

Chumparun 

173 

3,271- 

. • 177 

3,589 

Tirhoot 

474 

* 8,c80 

470 

9,244 


— 


— 

- 

Total 

1,807 

*8,139 

1,880 

39,590 
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Of these schools 91 are D pathsalas founded before 30th September 1872. The Inspector 
calculates that 30 or 35 of these D pathsalas teach tho vernacular scholarship course, and 
states that eight sent candidates last year, one of whom gained a scholarship. “ By the 
orders of Government Jin 1373,” ho continues, “Magistrates were instructed to abandon tho 
distinction, and to ‘ work in’ the old five-rupee pathsalas with tho general system of primary 
education started a year before. In many cases this has been dolie most effectually. From 
the returns of Tirhoot and Chumparun 1) pathsalas ha\o altogether disappeared. In tho 
other districts many of the 50 or 00 D pathsalas that havo not raised themselves to tho 
middlo class have doubtless sunk to tho level of good E pathsalas. There lias boon, in fact, 
little inducement held out to them to abiilo by the standard originally fixod. Thoso that had 
any chance of doing so read the vernacular scholarship* course ; thoso that had no chance 
had the strongest reasons for discarding all superfluous learning, and going for primary 
scholarships, which in every district of this circle they are allowed to do. On 1 lie whole, 
I do not t Link it likely that moro than 30 of the 91 1) pathsalas are in that i intermediate’ 
stage which the Lieutenant-Governor has lately defined, and instituted a now grado of 
scholarships for. But the fact of scholarships existing will now not only fix these at that 
standard, but will also unquestionably attract to it •many more pathsalas, both D and E, 
which have hitherto not attempted to read the vernacular scholarship course/’ 

133. Tho tendency to rise is not confined to I) pathsalas. In many districts, chiefly in 
Patna, Shahabad, and Gya, pathsalas of the new class are found that havo struggled upwards 
to the level of middle schools. “ We find,” says Mr. Croft, “over 30 E pathsalas attaining 
or approaching the Vernacular scholarship standard in thT) face of every discouragement. 
Many of these will now doubtless content themselves with the lower and more attainable 
standard lately fixed; and it may he predicted with confidence that others will rise thereto 
out of the upper section of tho E pathsalas. On tl^e whole, I think it not unlikely that 
sixty or eighty 1) and E pathsalas in Patna division will compete at the lower vernacular 
scholarship examination of 1870 But the distinction of D and E will by that time havo 
become even more unmeaning than it is now, and it should be abolished from the returns. ” 

131. A marked distinction exists between the advancement of the districts south of 
the Ganges and the intellect uni poverty of those that lie to the north — a difi'erouoo attribut- 
able, in tho opinion of the Commissioner, partly to “the greater isolation of the northern 
districts, their purely agricultural character, and the absence of any very largo city or town,” 
but mostly to the bigotry of the Brahmans, and tho fear of losing their hold on the laboring 
classes. Mr. Metcalfe appends the result of an educational census taken in Durblmnga 
distriet in 1874, from which it appears that only 2^ per cent, of tho people have had any 
education. In a similar census taken for rural tracts in Slmhabod and Pallia tho results show 
that 9 per cent, and .13 per cent, respectively of males were “literate:” in town tracts over 
20 per cent. # 

135. Again, comparing Beliar with the most advanced portions of Bengal, in which 
one hoy in every six of school-going ago is at school, in {Southern Beliar we find one hoy in 
17, in the northern districts one boy in 29. 

•150. Similarly, as regards progress, in Patna, Shahabad, and Gya from 17 to 34 per 
cent, of the pathsala pupils read and understand simplo printed sentences. In Sarun and 
Tirhoot there is little book-reading, and in Chumparun none. 

137. In Southern Beliar the pathsalas are described as steadily advancing, and their 
popularity to have been in creased by the introduction of Nagri and printed books. “The 
villagers, though at first averse to it, now see that the character has its uses. The boy who 
has learnt Nagri can interpret the official documents that come to the village, andean delight 
them with tho Rnmut/an when tho day’s jvork is over.” 

138.. Tho highest pathsala standard now attainable in Beliar is described as follow* : — 

“A boy should bo able to read an easy story in Hindi, the ‘Fox and the Grapes,’ for 
example, and to explain it in his own language ; to write down a sentenco from dictation, 
both in Kuithi and in Nagri ; and to writ# out, when called upoi^ a receipt for money, or 
a potta or bond. Also to work sums in the four simple rules (the compound rules are not 
as yet attempted in Beliar as they are in Bengal), and in kharitf, bikri (practice) und # *ud 
(interest) after the native fashion — nil upon paper or slalte ; and ca^y questions of the same 
kind in his head ; lastly, the mensuration of simple surfaces, squares, circles, and triangles, 
lifter native methods. It found premature to introduce accurate .methods of mensuration, 
as neither zemindar nor ryot will consent in general, to liave his land measured after that 
fashion. This is the standard actually reached in the best pathsalas of South Beliar; but 
in Sarun and tthumparun there is very little book-reading, and # no European arithmetic.. 
In f^uihahad the Deputy Inspector estimates that 250 boys passed out of the pathsalas 
during the year, fully instructed* in that course. Of these, about one-fourth gained half 
marks in the primary scholarship examination fertile district, the. standard of which was 
nearly what I have described ijtfov#” . * * 

139. In Patna division, as elsewhere, tho best results are shown by thoso gurus who 
Jjave passed through the normal schools. But the selection of gurus is found to be a matter 
of much difficulty. “ The old guru,” writes the Inspector, “ is popular, but unteachable ; 
he brings more boys into his pathsala, but finds it difficult to get out of the old groove. The 
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new man, if ho he a stranger and young, has other difficulties to contend with. lie may 
have the best mode of teaching, but tho women of the village will not show their faces before 
him, and lie has perhaps to encounter the opposition of tho old guru whom lie has displaced. 
Ho can get no fees paid him, and finally has to give up. In many parts, especially of 
North Beliar, I have no doubt that prejudice is much too inveterate to be suddenly and 
generally removed, and tfoncession is advisable. But in more advanced regions, where the 
people in general have shown themselves in favor of improved teaching, it should be the 
business of the local officers to meet isolated -eases of opposition by giving firm support to 
the guru in charge. Time will efface the objections to his youth and to his strangeness.” 

The difficulty will disappear in course of time; the pupils of the new pathsalas will, as 
they grow up, furnish abundant material for the supply of a fresh generation of gurus 
satisfying overy condition. 

140. Both the Inspector and the Commissioner agreo that the system of primary 

education lias met as distinct a want in Beliar as in other parts of the Bengal Presidency, 
and that its inherent vitality is shown by the fact, amongst others, that the attendance has 
risen in a year of scarcity from IN to. 21 hoys for every pathsala. In the northern districts, 
however, in which the pressure of tho famine was most severely felt, the increase has been 
tho smallest. e , 

. * 

141. Tho Inspector calls attention to tho success which has attended the formation 

of village committees in some sub-divisions of the Patna district. The guru, knowing that 
the committee can get him punished, works diligently, in order tO avoid an unfavorable 
report. The attendance has risen to ttO boys to a pathsala ; fee-payments aro high, and the 
committee often manage to get over the difficulty about providing the pathsala with a house. 
“ If tli© punchayet is tho cause of tlve.se results,” remarks tho Inspector, “I need only add 
that a punchayet o*dsts ready made in every village in which tho Chowkidari Act has been 
introduced.” 

142. I concur in tho opinion of tho Inspector that “it is above all things desirable to 
impress upon the people that the pathsala belongs to the village; that the village has to 
support it as before; and that Government comes in with a grant for tho benefit of tho guru 
and for tho improvement of tho teaching.” and that tho influence of the Magistrate can be 
usefully exercised in impressing this belief upon the people. The Commissioner remarks 
upon both points that u the 'exercise of official influence and tho appointment of puuchayets 
to look after the regular payment of gurus and to see that the school is decently housed is a 
good suggestion, and might form the germ of other improvements. I shall cail tho attention 
of the district officers to this suggestion of Mr. Croft’s.” 

14d. The Inspector believes, and the Commissioner agrees with him, that the average 
rate of aid cannot go much below Its. -i0 a year without risk of serious damage to primary 
education — an opinion which is borne out by the general results shown by tho pathsalas. 
In Shnhabad, where tho average is Us. 4 6 a year, tho Deputy Inspector has been able to 
attract thirty young men from the North-Western Provinces, who had either passed thrpugh 
the Benares Training School, or had read the comparatively advanced course of a hulkabandi 
school. And the results in Shahabad are vastly better than in the adjoining district of Gya, 
in which the average rato of aid to an E pathsalas is only Us. 27 a year. 

144. For the primary * scholarship examination different standards have been assigned 
in different districts, some including and some excluding the reading of printed hooks and 
the writing of Nagri. Tho deplorable state of the Chumparuu pathsalas (which have only 
six trained gurus among them) is shown by tho circumstance that for eight primary scholar- 
ships allotted to tho district only six boys competed, and the remaining two scholarships 
were not awarded. 

145. BiiACiuiiPuit Division. — T he following table gives tho statistics of D and E 

pathsalas for 1874 an4 1876 : — • 


r 

Dl8'iRICl 9. 

« im. 

• 

1875. 


f 

oPathsalaa 

Pupils. 

. Pathsalas. 

N 

Pupils. 

Bhagulpur 

222 4 

6,' '01 

* 239 

4,729 

Monghyr ... 

2<C 

5.137 

2 1)3 

6,427 

Purneah 

251 

5,751 

323 

8.079 

Sun (hal Pergunnahs 

... ‘ 103 

«. 4.«30 . . 

182 

3,924 

. 

— 

— 

— 

- „ . 

Divisional total 

872 

20,519 

053 

22,169 


ihis shows a gain of 81 schools and 1,640 pupils — a gain chiefly noticeable from the 
fact that education had to contend with scarcity, tlie effects of which were mostly felt in the 
northern sub-divisions of Bhagulpur and Purneah. • * 

The increase belongs entirely to the Purneah district, which has largely oxtended its 
schools, aided chiefly at a very low rate, in excess even of its primary allotment. It is probable 
that the district will bo forced to curtail its operations during the current year. In the whole 
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division 155 lower schools were closed during the year, from want of funds, in the Sonthal 
Pergunnahs, and mainly on account of the famine in the otlior three districts. All the latter 
have since been re-opened or replaced by now ones. 

146. Of tho abcwo pathsalas, 72 are of the D class, 80 of tlieso being under missionary 
charge in the Sonthal Pergunnahs, and therefore freed from 8<jme of tho conditions which 
govern tho rest. There are, besides these, 62 lower vernacular schools aided from the grant- 
in-aid fund, also under missionary management-. Out of tho 134 primary schools in these 
two classes, some 50 are reported as being in or near the intermediate stage lately delined. 
Hardly any D or E pathsalas have raised themselves to tho middle class. 

147. On the other hand, the general level of tho E pathsalas in the southern districts 
of Bhagulpur and Monghyr is satisfactory. In these two districts over 30 per cent, of tho 
pupils have a printed book in their hands —a result which has been helped in each district 
» 3 y the distribution of Hindi readers to the pathsalas free of cost. Those readers, however, 
are of a very elementary character, and after thoy have been gone through nothing further 
remains for tho boys. Upon the want of a series of progressive reading books tho Commis- 
sioner remarks : — 

# “ I am clearly of opinion that until a series of selected bodks afe procured and introduced 

the progress of our pathsalas will be stinted. Education being bmiwnrd in Bohar, private 
enterprise in the direction of book-making is very small. In Bengal there is a lot of hooks 
to select from, and wjien a bettor book is published the old one of its kind is abolished from 
tho schools, and a new and improved one is introduced in its place. To remedy this state 
of things, tho strongest encouragement on the part of Government for tho publication of 
useful school-books is absolutely necessary. A plan something like the following may 
succeed. Let a committee be formed, consisting of tho Inspector of Schools, another 
European officer, and a couple of- native gentlemen who are thoroughly conversant with tho 
language and education requirements of Behar, and when thoy have decided upon the nature 
of tho books required for tho several classes of schools, lot the Government sue to tho 
preparation of such books.” 

148. Tho influence which tho local officers can bring to bear upon primary education 
is illustrated in tho following passages, which I quote from Mr. Croft’s report : — 

“ Monghyr has tho great advantage of boing under a Magistrate who takos a keen 
interest in primary schools. Mr. Lockwood has described his inode of action in regard to tho 
pathsala at Basdeoporo, near the sudder station. Hiding by one morning, lie discovered a 
guru teaching a few boys. Finding him to be a good man, lie took tho pathsala under 
municipal .charge. As soon as tho people around saw tho new interest taken in it the 
children flocked to the school until many of theifl had to sit out in tho street. When 
I visited the pathsala last April T was inn* h pleased with it. Ten boys read TFsop’s 
Fables in Hindi, many of them remarkably well; and two girls (there wore six present) road 
as ^11 as the boys. And some of tho best boys answered menially really hard questions 
in mental arithmetic : e.y. f 119 ink-pots at 2£ pico. The school is 80 to 100 strong. 

“ Mr. Lockwood declares that every pathsala in the district would soon become like this* 
one if he could supervise it. lie bases his belief on a personal examination of 50 pathsalas 
last cold weather, lie describes tho people as being quite willing to follow a lead in tho 
matter of education ; tho village schools are now fairly started, and tho villagers are beginning 
to find out their own ignorance, and to see advantages in education. It is true that tho 
gurus seldom possess influence or excite much respect by their learning; but indifference 
would bo replaced by enthusiasm if the people saw that officials or zemindars interested them- 
selves in village education. He has often told boys .to go to school, and they have gone 
because the hakim told them ; and they have stayed because it has become natural to do so. 
It is clear that they care more for a word from the Magistrate than fqp all tho exhortations of 
the Doputy Inspector.” 

“ I have dwelt upon this ]fhaso of educational management because heroin wo see described 
and put in force just that ‘kind of influence that-may legitimately be oxbreised by a district 
olficer mi overcoming the reluctance of a conservative people to follow new ways. The 
beneficial effect of this stfrt of stimulus is clearly visible iu> the attendance of the pathsalas. 

] luring the year 30 pathsalas died ov^ not on account o*f the famine, which was not severely 
felt in Monghyr, "but by reason of unpopular gurus or lack of interest on the part of tho 
people, or for waht of houses. But 33 new ones were set up, so that there is a net loss of* 
threef schools in tho year. On the either hand, tho pupils have advanced from 5,137 to 5,427, 
that is, tho average number to each pathsala has risen from 25 to 27.” 

149. The system of payipCntby results has engaged the attention of the Commissioner, 
and several schemes Have been put forward. Mr. Barlow approves Mr. Croft’s plan of 
making for each district a distribution of tho pathsalas into three or four classes, the 
Standard of merit being numbers and efficiency combined, and affixing a certain rate of aid 
to each class. Tho Inspector is further of opinion that a considerable proportion of the 
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primary grant is now given for no results, and proposes the following method for utilising 
it, and thereby raising the primary standard of the district : — 

“J n each district list 10 to 15 per cent, of the patlisalas would be described as r bad’ 
by the special standard of the district. In other words, the experience . of the remainder 
shows that tlio money illicit ho placed out to better advantage. Let it then bo so placed 
out. In many districts efforts, more or less desultory, are made ‘to weed out inefficient 
gurus;’ and it seems to be generally admitted that no misplaced tenderness need now be 
shown (whatever might have been necessary at first) in aiding schools that do not profat by 
aid. I propose to apply the money so set free in a special way; to remove it from the 
bottom to the fop of the pathsala system; to replace two bad patlisalas by one of the first 
excellence. Every penny of the money saved I would give to teachers capable of teaching up 
to the now ‘intermediate’ or ‘lower vernacular’ standard — a standard nearly allied to that 
designed for the old five-rupee patlisalas, though many have now fallen below it : a standard 
which many E patlisalas are capable of reaching, though this fact is proved to me for the 
present more clearly by the patlisalas of I’atna division than by those of Bhagulpur. But 
I hold it to lie unquestionably true foj; the latter division also. Such teachers, if they could 
be found, could be placed, sometimes in a village where an incompetent guru had failed to 
get or to teach pupils, sonfef infos in succession to a competent man who had brought his 
pathsala to a high stale of efficiency of a lower type, sometimes in an entirely new region. 
The local officers would bo the best judges of these points.” 

4 f 

“ To af tract such teachers is a matter of great importance, but of no difficulty. Compe- 
tent men were found easily enough for tho old five-rupee patlisalas; and even if it should 
be found necessary to give Us. (j (tho commencing pay in tho North-West for primary 
schoolmasters), the Lieutenant-Governor has lately had in view the probable rise <d tho 
upper section of patlisalas to a point heyoml that now reached, ami might bo willing to 
sanction such a modification of existing orders. One thing it is necessary to add. The 
changes which I contemplate would in no way destroy tlio elementary character of primary 
education. There is not the slightest reason to apprehend that any large proportion of the 
patlisalas of Bchar will during the present generation advance beyond the moderate 
standard laid down by Sir George Campbell.” 

Mr. Barlow concurs in these suggestions, and hopes that a higher rate of pay than 
11s. 5 may be allowed to teachers of primary schools of tho first grade. 

150. The payment by result system as proposed by Mr. Croft has two parts. Besides 

tlio classification of the patlisalas of a district according to their actual condition, and the 

assignment of a fixed rate to each pathsala so long as it remains in a certain group, he 

proposes to set aside a portion of tho primary grant for annual rewards, the system of 

rewards being so devised :vs to give teacher and pupil a mutual interest in each other’s 

success. Thus, He. 1 to every boy who gained the primary scholarship certificate, and 
11s. 70 to tho 70 best boys of a sub-division; and for every rupee won by a boy, a r^Lpeo 
should be given to his teacher. So, again, lis. 8 to a gum whoso pupil won a primary 
scholarship ; also special rewards to gurus f#r good registers and returns. 

151. In two districts of f lie division, namely, Monghyr and Purnoah, systematic search was 
made for unaided schools, wifli the result that in Purnoah there were found 807 schools with 
2, 70S pupils, and in Monghyr To 8 schools with 4,190 pupils. Smaller numbers have been 
found in the other f wo districts. “It will be seen,” says Mr. Croft, “that in those unaided 
patlisalas, therefore, tho average attendance is 9 or 10, while in aided patlisalas it is 2d. . In 
faeC the old country patlisalas are described as absolutely without discipline and system. They 
appeared and disappeared, often lasting fora few months only during the rains, when tho boys 
had leisure from field- work. A leading man hired a guru to teach his own sons, and fed and 
paid him in return, admitting tho children of liis well-to-do neighbours only, who paid tho guru 
smaller tees. The point was to keep a guru for the glory of the tiling, and ignorance was no 
disqualification ; no regular 'hours were kept, and each boy was taught his lesson separately. But 
in aided patlisalas regular hours ate insisted on, and classes, and <i fixed course of reading. 
Nagii and arithmetic are introduced, and printed books ; the peeping* of registers and returns 
is enforced, and the feathers are trained, so far as is possible, in the }>e$t methods of teaching.” 

All these improvements are of the nature of discipline, and would have their undoubted 
moral value even if no new subject bad been introduced Into tlio course. 

152. Botli flu? Inspector and the Commissioner are satisfied with tlio year’s results. 

The former remarks : — • * 

“Taking in at one glance the progress of primary education in aided patlisalas during a 
year of scarcity, it is seen that tlie number o£ school# h&s 4 increased 9 per cent, and tho 
number of pupils 8 per cent.; that the average number of boys to a* school is 28 ; that this 
average has increased in two districts, and fallen off in two, these latter being those chiefly 
affected by tho famine ; that, whether owing to the famine or owing to general causes, the 
northern districts are intellectually less advanced than those south of the Ganges ; that tho 
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number of boys reading print is from 25 to 30 per eent. in all districts except Pumoah, where 
t is only 10 per cent. ; that 88 per cent, of tho pupils belong to the lower classes, 55 per cent, 
neing cultivators ; that the expenditure on pathsalas lias increased by Iis. 8,000 from Govem- 
nent and by Its. 2,000 # from private sources; that the cost of each pupil has been lie. 1-11 to 
Government and Jts. 2-5 altogether ; that the efficiency of pathsulas varies with tho amount 
)f the Government subsidy ; that there is no reason to fear any falling oil in private subscrip, 
ions, but that we may rather expect the contrary ; that magisterial influence can l>e boneti- 
aally exercised, so as to make the schools popular, and to induce the people to pay the guru ; 
hat classification of pathsalas according to their merits and success is tho chief thing now 
vanted in order to a system of payment by results ; that many pathsalas aro stoadily rising 
to and beyond the primary standard lately fixed ; and that it is essential to provide teachers 
for such rising pathsalas abie to carry on education from that point.” 

153. Orissa Division.— On the 31st March there were 938 schools of all kinds under 
inspection with an attendance of 19,356 boys and 967 girls. Those figures givo a school* 
for every 25 square miles, and show that out of 100 children (male or female) iu tho division 
of a school-going age, three boys and 15 girls were at school. 

* lo4. The following are the statistics of the schools and pupifs for the throe districts 
composing the fli vision : — • . 

31** March 1974. # 31*f March 1975. 


Schools. Pupilb. Schools. Pupil*. 

Cuttack ... ... ... ... 627 0,5S>2 631 ) 10,10fi 

IWca - - - 171 d.OOS 182 4,155 

llalasoie ... ... ... 200 6.C92 217 * 5,073 


Total ... 004 10,370 038 20,323 


Commenting on theso figures, tho Inspector says : — 

.. . ‘"The above figures do not, however, represent the actual* state of education in tho 
division. It is not to be supposod that in all three districts comprised in this division there 
are only 938 schools of all kinds, frequented by 20,323 pupils. As regards tho higher and 
middle class schools, our returns are approximately correct, ; but as regards primary schools, it 
must be borne in mind that there is a very largo number of indigenous maktabs and pathsalas, 
giving instruction to thousands of children, which aro nt>t included in our educational statistics 
Iromthe census papers it will bo seen that in 1872 no less thafi 4,364 schools attended by 
36,1 ;j 5 pupils were ascertained to exist. Several others escaped notice owing to an unfortunate 
mistake, noted in paragraph 515 of Mr. Beverley’s census report. Some of theso have 
subsequently been subsidised under the now patlisala scheme, aifd are included in our returns ; 
but there can be no doubt as to the total number erf schools and pupils at presont being- not 
less than it was in 1872.” • & 

155. Primary Schools . — The number of primary schools returned for the division was 
866 with 16,388 pupils, being an increase of 20 in tho number of schools and of 989 in the 
number of scholars. “The year’s results,” says the Commissioner, “do not indicate any 
rapid or remarkable advance. The fact is, wo are now beginning to appreciate difficulties, 
and to see more clearly h§>w to meot them.” Of tho primary schools, 87 were D pathsalas! 
26 being in the district of Cuttack, 30 in Pooroe, and 31 in Balasoro The E pathsalas 
consisted of 709 schools for boys with 13,363 pupils, 14 Sanskrit tols with 330 pupils, 56 
maktabs with 902 pupils, and two pathsalas for girls with 48 pupils. 

156. Of tho D pathsalas in the district of •Balasore, 17, wUich are scattered # over the 
Mohurbhunge jungle and intended for the education of the Sonthals.'were under the direct 
management of the Revd. Mr. Phillips of Santipore. Speaking* qf these, Mr. Phillips 
says i \f In tlio villages, the poverty, in tomperance, superstition, and indifference of the 
fconthals are fearful -obstacles to the progress of education ; still so rate progress has been made 
during the year. The schools are stiU srnall^ and almost; wholly of a rudimentary character ; 
but from the monthly reports of tho Inspector, I am encouraged to ^ope that improvements 
are being made. 

• v 

157. In Jhe other D pathsalas' teaching is said to be conducted in a more systematic 

way than in the E pathsalas.* Printed books are used, and arithmetic is taught both in the 
European and indigenous metjihd. # The pupils are formed into classes according to their 
attainments, and they # learn to read and write correctly. The teachers are mostly trained, 
2: n( * 80me knowledge of what it is right to teach, and how it should be taught to be 

usef ill. But the Joint-Inspector regrets “that some of these trained teachers have relapsed 
into habits of inaccuracy and«unpttuctuality.” 
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158. The maktabs are thus distributed : — 

Number of 


Number. pupils. 

Cuttack ... ... ... ... ... 39 635 

Pooree ... ... ... ... ••• 6 ••••*• 

Balasore ... * ... ... ... ... 12 ...... 257 


“ In most of these raaktabs, ,, says the Inspector, “ things are still going on as of old. 
They teach nothing but a little of the Koran and a few Persian books to Muhammadan boys, 
and of these even the pupils do not learn the moaning of a single sentence. The masters do 
not and cannot teach arithmetic or any other subject. The ignorance of Persian teachers in 
arithmetic is proverbial ; so much so, that in certain quarters it is believed that there is no 
arithmetic in Persian. Of late a little improvement has been attempted by a fow. One 
raaktab teacher has gone through a course of training at the normal school of Cuttack, and 
is teaching Uriya and arithmetic, besides Persian, and a few other teachers have 
•commenced learning a little of arithmetic ; but a long time must elapse before they all will be 
qualified to impart any useful knowledge to their pupils. In their present state they will do 
little good to the community for whodb benefit they are intended. Tho only thing for which 
the majority of Muhaipmadans caro anything is their Kalam Sheri, a religious work 
containing forms of prayer and penance (Roza Nimaz). It is hard to induqe^hem to take up 
arithmetic as a subject of study. There is only one maktab in the district of Balasore where 
the boys learn a little of arithmetic. It is not tho akhun who teaches the subject. There 
is also a pathsala held under the same roof with the maktab, and the abadhan of that 
pathsala instructs a great number of tho boys of tho maktab in arithmetic. There is no 
gradation of studies. Whole years are devoted to the reading of mattan without any 
attempt to understand a single passage.” 

The Magistrate of Balasore says : — “ For purposes of general education (ho maktabs of 
this district arc simply and absolutely worthless. The purely religious exercises practised at 
these maktabs cannot legitimately ho included in a scheme of State education. I would 
propose the gradual withdrawal of the grants of public mohey, and the gradual transfer of 
the boys to pathsalas. Already 120 Mussulman hoys attend schools and pathsalas.” 

The Commissioner writes to tho samo effect : — “ In this class of schools I think aid 
should ho given only on condition that tho primary school course he taught in addition 
to Persian, and endeavours* should bo made to bring somo of the maktab teachers to the 
normal school classes, and put them in the way of improving themselves and their schools.” 

159. I agree with the Magistrate and tho Commissioner in thinking that these maktabs, 
as now constituted, are not worthy of State support. It was laid down explicitly by the late 
Lieutenant-Governor that maktabs should not be subsidised in the same way as pathsalas 
unless they really give a useful primary; education. Instead of withdrawing all aid from the 
maktabs and transferring the boys to pathsalas, which would not be an acceptable measure, 
the Joint-Inspector prefers making an attompt to convort them into useful primary schools. 
To that there can be no objection ; but no aid should be given to a maktab which does not 
teach vernacular reading, writing, and arithmetic. 

1G0. The Sanskrit tols are all in Oie Pooroe district, and are located in Brahmin 
villages within a few miles of the town ot Pooree. In all of them Sanskrit is taught in 
addition to tho ordinary subjects taught in a pathsala, and the pupils and teachers are of the 
Brahmin caste. The Deputy Inspector reports favorably of the progress in these pathsalas, 
which are, however, the special Schools in which pandas, pilgrim-conductors, and beggars are 
trained. The Sanskrit taughfris of tho most elementary character, and consists of the mere 
repetition of slokas from the lihagbatgita , llama yan, and MuhabhanU , without the faintest 
knowledge of their meaning. 

161. The two pathsalas for girls in the Balasore district are managed by Mrs. Smith. 

162. The. 709 pathsalas for boys are thus distributed : 448 with 7,404 pupils in 
Cuttack, 114 with 2,210 pupils in Pooree, and 147 with 3,749 pupils in Balasoro. Some of 
these .pathsalas (chiefly those under trained teachers) are said to be making progress, but, in 
tho opinion of the Inspector, the majority of them teach now exactly what they taught before 

• they were subsidised. . He says “ The gurus are old-fashioned men, and are most difficult 
to improve. Their system of instruction is primitivo ; their Spelling is faulty in the extreme ; 
questions in arithmetic lind their working are learnt by heart, "without any attompt being* 
madp to understand the process.” ° 

163. Most of the •hotter E pathsalas are in the Balasore district, .and of those the 
Deputy Inspector says : — 

“ There is in fact little or no difference between the quality of instruction imparted in 
D and E pathsalas. When the E pathsalas were in their inoipient stage, the superiority 
was of course on the side of the I) pathsalas, but at preseht the majority of the E pathsalas 
are in no respect inferior to their predecessors: there are a few which are ahead of them. 
The results both of the primary scholarship examination and of inspection bear out the truth 
of my remark. Out of soven scholars who obtained primary scholarships, six belonged! 
to E pathsalas.” * « 1 * 
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• In these pathsalas the course of instruction consists of— 

(1) -*-Reading print and manuscript. 

(2) — Writing from dictation. 

(3) — Arithmetic. 

(4) — Zcmindari and bazar accounts. 

(5) — Simple mensuration (native method). 

(6) — Writing on paper and palm-leaf. 

1 64. In the unimproved pathsalas the course is preoisoly what it was before they were 
subsidised, viz., writing on palm-leaf, getting by heart Sanskrit slokas and Uriya verses 
and bazar arithmetic. Printed books aro never used. 

165. Tho local authorities dilfcr as to tho modo of treatment to bo adopted as 
regards these schools. Ihe llalasoro authorities wish to introduce improvements into 
the course, while those at Cuttack and Pooreo wish to meddlo as little as possible with 
the present state of things. The Joint-Inspector rigidly thinks that tho course of 
instruction should be useful, but not such as to make them disinclined for manual labor, 
aud he deprecates the expenditure of public money on schools which are only doing 
(and that badly) what they did before they received grafts. JIo says A belief 
prevails in certain quarters that the system of Government grants-in-aid having given 
permanency toUo village pathsalas, more oliildten aro now attending tho schools than 
before. I am not prepared to subscribe to this opinion. It is true that the attendance in 
the aided pathsalas is increasing, and will continue to increase; but this, in my opinion, 
is done simply by diminishing the attendance in the unaided pathsalas.” Tho peoplo find 
it less expensive to send their children to schools partly supported by tho Stato than to keep 
up pathsalas at their own cost; and unless we introduce into these moro largely attended 
pathsalas an improved course of instruction, the solo effect of State aid will be a decrease in 
the cost of education to the peoplo. 

166. The conclusion to which the Inspector comes upon the question of primary educa- 
tion is thus stated : “ I think that something, but not much, has been done to improve and 

extend the education of the masses. I do not think that wo havo as yet boon able to bring 
a largo number of pupils to. schools who would not havo been there had not tho pathsalas 
been subsidised by Government, nor do I think, that tho quality of instruction given in 
pathsalas has generally improved.” In tho opinion of tho Comtmssioner, tho chief thing 
needed for tho improvement of the pathsalas is tho supply of suitable elementary books 
to be road in all schools. F or the production of these rewards have been offered. Mr. 
ltavenshaw trusts that (government will accord sanction to the expenditure from the 
primary grant of a sum sufficient to cover tho cost of printing, publishing, and distributing 
theso books gratis to tho pathsalas. Elementary bogks havo in fact been distributed gratis 
to the aided schools ot each district in tho Hhagulpur division «at the cost of the primary 
grant, and there, is no reason why tho same thing should not be done in Orissa. Tho 
Commissioner anticipates that tho local presses would got out tho books cheaply and well. 

167. Tho Government assignment for primary education is Rs. 29,666, inclusive of 
Rs. 366 from tho Khas Mehal Fund. Of this amount, Rs. 28,364 was expended and sup- 
plemented by local receipts amounting to Its. 13 , 85 - 5 . ltogarding the local income from fees, 
the Joint-Inspector says: — 

“ The return of receipts from privato sources is unreliable, and it is impossible to obtain 
correct figures. The village teachers keep no account of then* receipts from the people, and 
they receive from them so often and in so many ways, both in kind and money* that it is 
hardly possible for them to be able to supply figures even approximately correct. This, 
however, is certain, — that # the object of Government m subsidising the pathsalas is now belhg 
more generally understood, and there is loss objection now on the part of tho people to pay 
their abadhans than their was when the system was first introduced ; though from what I 
havo seen, I suppose that nowhere aro tho abadhans of aided pathsala:j able to realise to the 
full their fonner fees and perquisites.” 

168. I agree with tho Jqint-Inspector in thinking that the qnly way to meet the 

reduction of fee-payments is by the application of somo system of payment by results, the 
introduction of which is ‘also warmly supported by tho Commissioner. A rough systom 
might at hrst be tried, as any sudden attempt to introduce an elaborate schomo like that in 
Midnapur would probably end in failure in placos where tho Government subsidy has 
previously been so^oasily earned. Ht* Hopkins doubts whether it is the people who refuse 
to pay tho abadhans, or the abadhan that demands higher fees than flhe peoplo can pay ; and 
he states that when visiting Oris'sa he had frequent complaints of tne extortionate fees 
demanded by abadhans. • • 

169. The grants to priidary schools vary in amount from Re. 1 to Rs. 5, but on what 
principle they have been fixod does not apreaV. The Joint-Inspector says “ I have seen that 
many pathsala abadhans, giving a better kind of education to a larger number of pupils, 
are in receipt of stipends at a much lower rate than those who are inferior to them in every 
aspect, and have fewer pupils to teach.” Iu such cases it would be well to institute an 
inquiry, and to call for an explanation from the Deputy Inspector. 
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170. Of the 16,388 pupils in pathsalas, 14,958 were Hindus, 1,207 Muhammadans, 
30 Christians, and 193 others. Classified according to social position, one belonged to the upper 
classes, 3,191 to the middle, and 13,196 to the lower. 

171. Primary Scholarship Examination . — For the 30 scholarships belonging to the 
division there were 275 candidates, and the statistics for each distriot are subjoined: — 



Districis. 

Number of 
pathsalas from 
which candidates 
came. 

Number 
of candidates. 

Number 

passed. 

Number to whom 
scholarships 
were awarded. 

Cuttack 


4 5 

46 

16 

15 

Poorce 


40 

88 

81 

8 

Balusore 


47 

142 

30 

7 


Total 

141 

276 

126 

30 


172. In the Cuttack districts no jiass marks were fixed ; the best fifteen candidates wero 
passed and awarded scholarships. In the Fooree district the pass marks were fixed at four- 
eighths, three-eighths, ami tWo-eighths for three divisions, and five of the eight scholarships 
were given to the candidates who obtained the highest marks; the other three being given by 
way of encouragement to tho three best boys of Khoorda. In Balasore thoso who got half 
the number of marks wore passed, and seven scholarships given to tho bpys who stood highest. 
In all the districts the examination consisted of reading, writing, arithmetic, mensuration 
(according to native method), and zemindari accounts. The Joint-Inspector thinks the 
number of scholarships should bo increased. That question need not bo considered, I think, 
till a more docided improvement has ‘been effected in the teaching of tho pathsalas. 

173. The Magistrate of Cuttack would confine tho competition for scholarships to boys 
from the D pathsalas. He is of opinion that tho boys “ of the E pathsalas have nothing to 
do with higher education, and their obtaining scholarships draws them away from their 
natural sphere of life, and puts them on the first round of the ladder which leads them to 
become oomedwars and aspirants for mohurrirships.” 13ut the Commissioner lays great stress 
on scholarships, and would throw them open to all without restriction or selection. Instead 
of 30, he wants 90 for the division, in order that due stimulus may bo applied to an apathetic 
population. 

174. Orissa Tributary Meiials. — The number of schools is 83 with 2,679 pupils, 
showing a gain of one school and a loss of ton pupils for tho year. Of these schools, 12 are 
middle-class and 70 lower class. Tho education is generally rudimentary, but Mr. Raven- 
shaw reports of the Khondmals school^ that “there are few boys who cannot road and write 
and do simple arithmetic.”, These Khondmals schools (with the exception of that at head- 
quarters) are maintained entirely by tlie tax on grog-shops. The annual expenditure on them, 
including tho pay of a sub-inspector, is estimated at Its. 1,815, and the receipts from grog- 
shops at Its. 2,110 yearly, so that the expenditure is likely to bo well within the income. 

175. Tho Khondmals head-quarter school and a few in Dhcnkanal are supported from 
.provincial revenues, at a cost of Ks. 1,000 for tho past year. To the schools in Bankoy and 

Ungool Government contributed Its. 2,089 as proprietor of these estates. All the other 
schools wore maintained entirely by the Ilajahs at a cost of Its. 6,302. 

176. i The salary of the Khondmals schoolmasters was fixed at Its. 7 originally, but this 

will probably have to be raised. Those masters who have been brought from Ganjam and 
ara acclimatised to the hills are said to have done better than those trained in tho Cuttack 
Normal School. • 


177. Tho hill schools generally are popular, and many have been* well furnished with 
books and maps by the liberality of the Rajahs. A 13 C village schools are to bo found 
occasionally in the mosf out-of-the-way corners of the hills 

178. At the last examination fourteeu candidates from {ill schools competed for verna- 
cular scholarships :«thirtgen passed, und two won scholarships. 

179. Tho Superintendent comes to the conclusion that .the general results and nrosneota 

of the schools are satisfactory and hopeful. * ** 

,, 18 1 0 ' f ?. H0TA Nag ™.? 1 r)l u 1 \ I :: N ;;~ The ., n , umber primary schools in this division at 
the end of the year was,.* 31 with 20,033 pupils, against 562 with 14,524 pupils in the pre- 
vious year, showing an increase of 169 schools and 5,509 scholars for tie year. From 
the fact that the schools have increased in a greater ratio than tho pupils, Mr. "Wbddrow 
infers that the now schools have been opened in villages where a large attendance could not 
be secured. The average number of pupils at ea<?h sehooj was nearly 19. * 

. . *? Cre0 i’ o \ h f e chi , ldren dttendin £ the Priory schools consisted 

of i, 681 Christians, 12,693 Hindus, , o2 Mussulmans, 3,777 Kola, 63 Tamarias, and 1 067 
others. Ibis is tho only division in Bengal where the Christian pupils at school outnumber 
the Mussulman pupils, and amount to more than one-eighth pa$t of the Hindus The upper 
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ranks of society arc represented in these sohools by 12 Hindu pupils ; and 2,122 out of 2,21)0 
drawn from the middle ranks also are Hiudus, the lower ranks of society furnishing the 
great bulk of the other children. ° 

182. On the attendance at the sohools Mr. Woodrow remarks : — “ The attendance 
was not so regular as could be wished. Out of 19,218 pupils in aided primary schools, 
12,990 were in attendance, or just two-thirds. This probably indicates a great amount of 
irregularity. The 45 unaided schools with 817 pupils, almost all Christians, had an attend- 
ance of 622, a result somewhat better than that for aided schools. Still, in both aided and 
unaided institutions, regularity of attendance requires to be more .enforced.” 

. 183. In Singbhoom there were 84 primary schools with an attendance of 4,531 pupils, 
against 69 schools with 3,566 pupils in the previous year. Seventy of these schools aro D 
and E patlisalas, and 14 are aided sohools under the management of tho Society for tho 
Propagation of the Gospel and tho Berlin Mission. Twelve of tlieso schools wore opened in 
the Kolhan during the year. Tho District Committoo report that the progress made in the 
primary schools has been satisfactory. 

184. The population of tho district of Ilazaraebagh consists of Hindus, Muham- 
madans, and Sonthals. Tho schools for Sonthals are under the charge of tho Free Church 
.Mission, with a grant-in-aid which has not yet been completely ttiken up. Tho Superin- 
tendent of thecMission prefers training tho future teachers of tho Sonthals in his own normal 
school, and hence the establishment of schools proceeds slowly. The aided primary schools 
of this district numbered 168 at the end of tho year with* 3,379 pupils, being an increase 
of 33 schools and 871 pupils. Besides these, there wore 43 unaided schools with 490 pupils, 
22 maktabs with 218 pupils, and three tola with 41 students. Of tho pupils in attendance 
at tho aided schools, 3,050 wore Hindus, 227 Muhammadans, and 102 Sonthals and Kols. 
The progress of these schools is spoken of favorably, but there still lingers an unwillingness 
to pay fees to tho gurus under tho belief that they uro paid by Government. 

185. On tho primary schools in Manbhoom Mr. Woodrow reports : — 

“ During tho year 48 now patlisalas have been subsidised and 16 old ones remodelled. 
The people of Manbhoom, though advanced in general education beyond those of tins threo 
other districts of Chota Nagpur, still consider tho ability to read printed books a superfluity 
of knowledge. If they can do ordinary sums in arithmetic, not involving division, and if they 
can copy in an almost illegible hand legal documents, they thinlf their education complete. 
The most discouraging feature in Manbhoom is that the majority of tho parents who send 
children to school now refuse to pay schooling fees. This diflioulty once existed in the Presi- 
dency division, but has happily been overcome. In spite of theso two obstacles to progress, 
the number of patlisalas aided by Government roso during tho year from 171 to 219, and tho 
pupils in them from 4,444 to 8,516. Of this numbe* 184 were girls. Classified by creed, 
5,305 pupils were Hindus, 216 Muhammadans. 53 Christians, and 242 Sonthals. ' Classified 
by progress in study, 43 were, in the middle stage, 2,500 in tho upper primary, and 3,083 in 
the lower primary, that is, they could not read, write, and understand easy sentences in their 
mother-tongue. Toe progress made in arithmetic by some of the more advanced boys is 
stated to be very satisfactory. Of the 184 girls, Jj8 could read’ and write easy Bengali, tho 
rest being in their alphabet. Out of the 68, there were 30 who had made such progress thut 
rewards of Its. 2 for each girl were allotted to the gurus.” 

“ Tho bomber of primary scholarships is eight only. In my opinion, this is too small a 
number, to excite a due amount of interest among 21 9* different schools in r* backward 
district.” 

186. In Lohardugga the number o‘f primary schools at tho close of the year was Cl 4 

with 5,464 pupils, being an increase of 45 aided patlisalas with 1,689 pupils, and of 27 
unaided patlisalas, under missionaries and others, with 604 pupils. Mr Woodrow, not having 
been able to visit many primary schools since he returned to India in February, requested 
Mr. Clarke, who had officiated as Circlo Inspector, to furnish him with any information on 
theso schools he had collected, and the following 'are Mr. Clarke’s remarks on the Chota 
Nagpur division : — * , * ’ 

“In my report for the Ilazarcebagh district I expressed some- doubt, or perhaps sur- 
prise, ak the statement of the Di’strict Deputy Inspector, that the oU‘ gurus of that district 
wore willing to comt> into fho normal school classes and be improved. 1 have since seen that 
many of them, at all events enough*tfi fill tl\p normal school classes, are willing to come in. 

I do not know # what explanation there can be found for this, except that a stipend of Its. 3 
to Its. 5 per month is worth much more in Ilazareebagh than in Jossore.” 

‘ I found several very inferior primary schools in Ilazarcebagh, and some good ones. 
The school dbpends almost Entirely on tho teacher. In some cases the teacher, though ho 
had never had the advantage o£ attending Ti normal school class, had taken an interest in 
improving himself, and had learnt European arithmetic up to the ltule of Three, and kept 
a good school. It is, .as it always had been, very difficult and dangerous to hazard any 
general statements about primary schools founded on visits to five per cent, of tho entire 
number.” 
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“ There ia a great difficulty in Hazareebagh about the language to be taught. The 
offioial order of the District Committee maintains that Hindi shall be taught in all the 
Government schools of Hazareebagh. But two thanas of Hazareebagh are said to be entirely 
Bengali-talking, and in schools in other thanas often the most eager pupils are Bengalis, and 
the teacher in suoh cases teaches them in Bengali.” • 

“ The question of improvement in the pathsala teachers leads to the management of the 
normal school. At Hazareebagh a seoond grade normal school is sanctioned by Sir George 
Campbell. Up to date only two classes, under ordinary pandits, on Us. 25 per month or 
thereabouts, have been held. If Government declines or delays to found a normal school 
at Ranchi, there can be no objection to spending the sanctioned allowance at Hazareebagh. 
Instead of more expensive teachers, a larger number of stipends might be provided thereat, 
and then the primary schools might be affected as a whole. At present a very small percent- 
age of the primary teaohers is kept in the normal school classes/’ 

“ This leads me to Ranchi. There is still no normal school, so that in the Hindi primary 
schools under the old gurus nothing has really been done towards improvement. These 
Lohardugga old guru-pathsalas are the poorest in Chota Nagpur as a class, being parallel 
with the worst improved pathsalas of Hazareebagh.” 

“ In Maubhoom the number of pathsalas is 250 or thereabouts ; and though there is a 
seoond grade normal school at Purulia, part of the stipends are diverted to maintain pandit 
pupils, so that only An insignificant percentage of the Manbhoom old guril's are at school, 
lhe normal school stipends, however, reserved for gurus, are kept full, and the old gurus 
appear less disinclined to go to dbhool than the old gurus of Jessore and. Baraset.” 

“ Speaking generally, Manbhoom primary schools, being Bongali schools, are much like 
the primary sohools in parts of the Presidency division. The people are still less willing than 
in Central Bengal to have the old country education superseded by modern or foreign systems. 
Under these ©ircuipstances, it still appears to me a problem what is to bo done with these 
pathsalas, and in which direction we are to attempt to improve them, so as to show some 
small’’ ^ i0 ^ ovornmerd mon °y spent on them. At present the result seems to me very 

tf I did not visit Singbhoom.” 

1 ? 7 - The Commissioner remarks generally of the progress of education that “ for some 
years to come it is, from the nature of the people themselves, likely to bo very slow. The 
aboriginal tribes at any rate have, as far as I can see, very little taste for learning, unless it is 
more or less forced upon them, and I strongly suspect that they grudge every pico they may 


, S ^ C 0 N DAItY INSTItUCTION.— Secondary instruction is given in schools 

termed higher and “ middle, whioh are intermediate in standard between primary schools 
and colleges tor .superior instruction. , The higher schools teach up to the standard of the 
University Entrance Exanvmation, and in these schools English is the medium of instruction 
in all classes oxoept the lowest. In some of the middle schools English is taught as a 
language, all other instruction being given in the vernacular: in others, the whole of the 
instruction is m the vernacular ; hence the classification of middle schools into middle English 
and middle vernacular. In middle English schools the standard of instruction is regulated by 
the course prescribed for minor scholarships, which is intended to represent a stage of progress 

Si v u d , vern f u ar , 8choo 1 l8 V 5 related by the course laid down for vernacular 
whlc ! 1 18 identical with that for minor scholarships in all subjects except 
Enghsh In passing from the lowest to the highest form of school instruction, a pupil is 

stiffes— the IrirnawlS ° f - ft? P ro S ress durin g this time is divided into three 

' n ili P nmar y and middle stages, each being reckoned to extpnd over a period of four 

l 1 "PPorstage over a period of two years. In the upper stage are included all 
nrJ™™ t . h ® st ?ndard taught in the first and second classes of a school which 

prepares candidates for the University Entrance Examination. The primary stage includes 
all pupils who have not reached the standard of the third class of a middle school teaching 

sin/those wbe 8C 10 ^ r8 V P and tbl8 fta g e is divided into two sections— the first compr? 

fi? ^ ? ai * read; ^ lt0> and uudorstaud easy sentences in. their mother-tongue • the 
second those who cannot yet read, write, and understand easy sentences in theirTothe/ 

primary stage and^the^uppersto^u *** wh °" pr ° gr ° 83 V»termediate the 

189. lhe number of pupils of both sexes under instruction, who arc classified in the 

returns for the year aooording ^ these stages of 
progress /exduding 1?,179 pupils in Caloutta, and 
17,326 m Burdwan division, for whonS these 
retmrns have not beon received,) is 486,734,* being 
an increase o£ 36, *951 pupils, or 8 per oent. during 
the year, of whom 2,051 are-girls. The upper stage 
includes 6,070, against 5,446 in the previous year, 

"■** “ ud “ 42 ' 498 ’ 3!> W, r«S°L ‘ilJVEiSJ 


Boys. 

6,046 

41,122 

166,088 

267,825 


* Upper stupe 
Middle stage ... 

Primary stage — 

(1) Highest section 

(2) Lower section 

Total of all stages ... 471,0g0 J 6,664 486^734 


Girls. 

26 

1,376 

6,381 

8,892 


Total. 

6,070 

42,498 

,171,449 

266,717 
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stage 438,166 are inoluded, showing an increase of 8 per oent. Of these, 171,449 have leamt 
to read and write and understand easy sentences in their mother-tongue, and 266,717 are 
still oooupied in acquiring the first rudiments of education. The greatest progress has been 
made in the upper stage*of instruction. 

190. Middle Schools. — The following table compares the statistics of middle schools 
for the year, as regards number of sohools and pupils, with those of the previous year. 


1878-74. 1874-75. 

•-* f M * ■ 


Government Schools, 

r~ 1 

Schools. 

Pupils! 

Schools. 

Pupil.! 

English 

7 

727 

7 

902 

Vernacular ... 

... 186 

10,428 

180 

10,192 

Aided Schools . 





English 

416 

21,033 

417 

24,330 

Vernacular "• 

•;;} 7i6 

32,946 

f 628 

1 136 

30,234 

6,211 


r 

_ 



Total 

... 1,325 

66,732 

1 ,307 

• * 

71,929 

* Unaided Schools . 



• 


English 

97 

6,786 

117 

6,405 

Vernacular... * ... 

122 

6,708 

* 112 

4,910 

Total 

219 

11,563 

229 

11,376 

Grand total 

... 1,644 

77,285 

1,020 # 

83,304 


From this it appears that there has been an increase of 72 Government and aided sohools 
and of 6,197 scholars during the year. * 

191. The number of Government middlo English schools was increased by one by the 
reduction of the higher English school at Chumparun to this class : but this gain was 
counterbalanced by the loss of one school in the distriot of Darjeeling, which in the 
returns for 1873-74 was entered as a Government school, afthough it was really only 
an aided school. The number of Government schools therefore remains the samo ; but there 
has boon an increase of 23 3 in the number of pupils. 

192. The number of middle English sohools, supported to some extent by the State, 
was 454, with 25,292 pupils, being an increase of 31 schools and 2,933 scholars for the year. 

193. The Government middle vernacular schools have decreased in number from 186 
to 180. This loss of six schools is duo to the disappearance of throo schools in Sylhet from 
the returns of tho year, and to the omission of three schools in tho Tributary Mohals from 
the returns made by the Inspoctor, which were inoluded in the previous year’s returns. 
This decrease of Bix schools is attended by a loss of 236 pupils! 

194. The aided middle schools, both English and vernacular, have increased in number* 
tho former by 31 schools and 2,698 soholars, and the latter by 47 schools and 3,500 scholars. 

195. The expenditure upon middle schools is shown in the following table : — 




1873-74. 

• 


1874-75. 



State funds. 

Local funda. 

Total. 

State funds. 

Local fuuds. 

• 

Total. 

Government Schools. 

Rs. # 

Re. 

Rs. 

• 9 s - 

Re. 

1 Rs. 

English 

Vernacular *. 

• 

7,015 

40,570 

• 

18,079 

74.090 

10,501 
* # 47,2$3 

11,487* 

27,772 

-J M 

li 

# Aided Schools, 



• 

« * 



English 

Vernacular* 

, t 

1,20,054 

¥0,905 

2,28,631 

1,45,508 

3.48,685 

2,40,533 

1.30,799 

1,09,829 

2,55,325 

1,62,101 

8,92,124 

2,71.930 

# Total 

— ... 

2,74,010 

1 — 

*07,977 

6,41,987 

3,04,412 

4,50,085 

7,61,097 


The entire) expenditure upon middle schools receiving support from* the State has increased 
from. Its 6,81,987 to Its. 7,61,097, and the portion of this expenditure contributed by 
Government from Its. 2,74,010 to Us. 3,04,412. The average annual cost of a pupil in 
Government schools was Us/ 8-11, and in aided schools its. 10-15; tho cost to the State 
being Rs. 5-3 in Government schoerts, and in aided schodls Rs. 4. These figures are nearly 
identical with the corresponding figures of the previous year. 

m * 196. The number of candidates that came up from middle sohools for minor scholar- 
ships was 1,060, of whom 662 passed, and . 114 gained scholarships ; the number that came up 
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for vernacular scholarships was 3,665, of whom 2,328 passed and 221 gained scholarships. 
The details for the separate divisions are shown in the following tables : — 

Minor Scholarship Examination , 1874-75. 


Divisions. 

• 



Number 

Number 


of candidates. 

of candidates, 
passed. 

gained scholar- 
ships. 

Bard wan division 


230 

116 

16 

Presidency „ 


316 

242 

20 

Rajahabi „ 


119 

60 

16 

Dacca „ 


178 

93 

17 

Chittagong 

Cooch Behar „ 

... 

31 

20 

6 

Patna „ 


67 

61 

t 

17 

Bhagulpur , 


26 

21 

9 

Chota Nagpur „ 


23 

18 

7 

Orisaa „ 


41 

31 

7 



— 





Total * 

1,060 

662 

114 


• Vernacular Scholarship Examination , 1874-75. 


Divisions. 

* 

Number of 
candidates. 

N umber 
of Candida tra 




passed. 

Burdwan division ... 

... 

700 

461 

Presidency 

>9 

... 

... 574 

4<>3 

Kajshahi 


f 

643 

318 

Dacca 

ii ... 


910 

605 

Chittagong 

>» 


116 

86 

Cooch Behar 


... 

... * 28 

7 

.Patna 


... 

654 

303 

Bbagnlpur 



95 

74 

Chota Nsgpur 



23 

12 

Orissa 


... 

93 

69 



Total 

3,665 

2,328 


Number 

gained 

scholarships. 

25 

26 

38 
29 
19 

1 

39 
22 
10 
12 

221 


. , 1 ® 7 * English Schools. -The number of Government higher English schools 

has fallen from 4b to 44, owing to the transfer of the Sylhet Zillah School to Assam and the 
reduction of the Chumparun School to'the status of a middle school ; but thore has been' an 
increase of 041 in the number of pupils. The number of aided higher schools is returned 
at oi with 8,013 pupils, showing an increase of five soliools and 1,097 scholars The net 
increase in this class of schools is threo schools and 1,738 scholars. 


llianxs Schools. 

1873-74. 

7* \ 


1874-76. 

-A_ 



Schools. 

Pupils. 

Schools. Punilfl. 

Government schools 


46 

10,776 

44 

11,417 

Aided schools 


76 

7,616 

81 

8,613 

« 



— 

— — 

„ 


•Total 

122 

18,292 

125 

20,030 



■ 

r ' ■■ 

— 

— 

Unaided schools 

... 

43 

10,168 

... , 41 

10,770 



— ■ ■■ 

— . ■■■ 

- 

, 


Grand total 

105 

28,160 

160 

30,800 


iOS., In Government higher English, schools the expenditure is regulated by fixed net 

grants from the State ami the local income from fees, subscriptions, and endowments ; and each 
. school can, after obtaining the necessary sanotion, spend up to the .limit of its income from 
these two sources. In. some schools the ordinary annual .expenditure nearly reaches the 
sanctioned limit, in others the ordinary expenditure falls considerably short of it and the< 
baianoe in favor of a school may be regranted to meet an increase of expenditure for school 

* TO 868 m th ° ret - arn8 f , r ? m ^ ich thb ‘table of expenditure in these schools 

for the year 18i3-74 was drawn up it would seem that in some cases the total expenditure 
was taken to be the local income, plus the Government net grant. This did not rcn M8 ent 
the actual expenditure, which can only be the amount draw 9 from the treasury and the 
amount so drawn, minus the payments into th e treasury on account of fees, subscriptions 
and endowments raised locally, must be the State contribution for the year to the 
expenditure on these schools. Hence the difference between the Stateexpenditure in Govorrf- 
rnent schools for the two years shown in the table below, namely, Es. 18,804 is not the 
difference between the amount really drawn from the treasury during these years but the 
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difference between the amount that might have been drawn in 1873-74 and the amount 
actually drawn in 1874-75. 


•KOOK DART 
1V8TRCCTIOV. 


• 

Higher Schools. 

1873-74. 


1874-75. 

* 


1 State funds, j 

| Local funds. 

| Total. J 

State funds. | 

[ Local funds. 

j r~ 

1 Total. 


Us. 

Us. 

Us. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Us. 

Government schools 

Aided schools 

1,41.511 

40,310 

2,18.(145 

1,58,710 

3,55,156 

1,83,020 

1,22,707 

51,728 

2.35,759 

1.44.321 

3.58,460 

1 .90.5 49 

Total 

1.90,821 

1 

3,17,855 

5,38,176 

1,74 Ad 

3,30,580 

5,55,015 


199. Before comparing the gross expenditure on these schools for the two years, it is 
necessary, under the explanation which precedes the table, to correct the figures for the State 
expenditure on Government schools for 1873-74 by Us. 18,083, the amount by which they 
exceed the actual drawings from the treasury. The State expenditure is therefore reduced to 
Rs. 1,23,428 ; the local expenditure should also bo increased, by tho same amount ; it will 
therefore stand at Rs. 2,31,728. Tho gross expenditure on all schools of this class, Govern- 
ment and aidetf, is Rs. o, 55,015 in the year under report, against Rs. $,38,170 in 1873-74, or 
an increase of Rs. 10,839 for tho year. This increase consists of Rs. 1,097 from State funds 
and Rs. 15,142 from local sources; and upon Government Schools there is a net decrease of 
State expenditure of Rs. 721 for the year. 

. 200. In. Government schools the total annual cost per head was Rs. 31, of which the 
State paid Rs. 10; in aided schools tho total cost por head was nearly Rs. 23, of which the 
State paid Rs. 0. . • 

201. Tho obstacles previously referred to as having attended middle edueation may he 
divided into three heads, —dislike of the people to the course prescribed for these schools of 
late years, disproportionate attention paid by tho inspecting staff to primary schools, and 
discouragement felt by the teachers at the absence of definite prospects of promotion. Recent 
orders, it may bo hoped, have gone far to remove tho first ground of objection. Tho improved 
prospects lately opened to tho subordinate inspecting agency will tend to fill its ranks with 
men quite competent to the inspection of middle schools of all degrees of excellence, and the 
second cause of objection will then disappear. In regard to the third alleged reason, it is 
difficult to see what general promotion in other branches ol‘ the public service can be offered 
to men ignorant of English, as are the teachers in vernacular schools. But a moro determined 
effort on the part of inspecting officers to induoe managers of aided schools to employ trained 
pandits from the normal school (who are incomparably the best vernacular teachers) will 
create a greater demand for such men, and tend, in course of tiinej to raise their average pay. 
To the teachers in middle English schools (and it is by them that tho abseneo of a career 
has been most keenly felt) the new orders for grading and raising the pay of deputy inspectors 
and sub-inspectors present tangible advantages. A successful t-eacher in a middle school, who 
possesses tho other necessary qualifications, may pi*t forward a very fair claim to employment 
as a sub-inspector. In many instances already men have passed from a school to a sub-, 
inspectorship on the nomination of the Inspector; and now that the appointment of all these 
officers rests* with the Director, the legitimate claims of a useful and hardworking body of 

men need not be overlooked when vacancies are to bo filled. * t 

• 

202. It will bo noticed that in a\l divisions, except Dacca, fair progress in middle 
schools and satisfactory Results in the scholarship examinations are recorded for the yS ar. 
In Dacca the chief drawback is said to be the absence of a fixed literary standard, which 
causes the pupils of these schools to write bad Bengali. Tho scholarship course lately 
prescribed, however, providos for tho cultivation of a correct and pure vernacular style ; and 
for tho future, schoolmasters will probably rtoy increased attention \o composition. It will 
bo found advisable to introduce, into tho middle schools text-books, •for # lit^raturo merely, that 
come up to the requisite, standard of excellence ; mdi>y such ejeist in Bengal ; and it is 

undesirable to restrict mtfuagers in tho choice of the books they may wish ro introduce. 

• ' • 

• 203. The Inspector of ltajshahi considers that modej^ vernacular schools have done • 

their work, and should now bo replaced by a smaller number of model English schools, since 
it is tho latter class*of schools that stafid mostly in need of guidance. This is perhaps true 
in the more advanced parts of Bengal ; and it is probable that many villages now retain, at 
the expanso of Government, a mod^el school which, if it were removed, would be at once 
replaced by an aided school: It might therefore be well worth the consideration of district 
oommittees (for tho question must be judged aooording to looal circumstances) whether they 
could in auy caso recojnmend the conversion of (say) three vernacular schools into one model 
English school. The proposal comes opportunely at the present moment, when it is 
anticipated that the standard in middle English schools may be gradually raised. A well- 
furnished English school under Government control might at least show the other schools of 
a district or of a sub-division what is tho highest standard now attainable. 


11 
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204. At the same time, it would be necessary to perform the experiment with great 
caution. The model schools of a district, taken all round, are in general much better governed 
and better taught than aided schools of the lower grade, at about the same cost to Govern- 
ment. If each model school so removed were replaced by an aided school, there would be 
little saving under the head of vernacular education : the charge would be merely transferred 
to the grant-in-aid budget.* But for the same reasons, a model sub-divisional English sohool 
could probably be worked by Government at a cost little greater than that now incurred for 
an aided English school. Subscriptions might still be raised in support, as they are now 
for zillah schools. I commend to the consideration of Government the question of extending 
model English schools. There are now only seven in all Bengal. 

205. Mr. Hopkins coinplains that in Burdwan many of the English schools are useless. 
The English language is of no service to the majority of villagers, and when the school has 
been established by the exertions of a few wealthy men, the rest find themsolves unable to 
pay the high fees or to buy the books, and the school languishes. I am quite of the opinion 
that many a bad English school in a remote part might usefully be replaced at the same cost 
by a first-rate vernacular school ; and jt is the business of local officers to bring about this 
conversion, which they can often manage to do if the school receives a grant-in-aid. On the 
other hand, many inferior English schools have now been offered a fresh stimulus to exertion 
by the creation of the intermediate Anglo-vernacular scholarships. ^ 

206. Turning to higher English schools, wo find 21 per cent, of the pupils in the 
upper stage — that is, in the twor entrance classes — 47 per cent, in th^ middle stage, and 42 
per cent, in the lower stage, of whom 7J per cent, cannot read and write. In Government 
schools the numbers are 22 J per cent, in tho upper stage, 50 £ in the middle, and 27 in the 
lower; 5 J per cent, being unable to read and write. Objections have been raised to pupils 
in the lowest stage of all, as out of ptface in a zillah school with highly paid masters; but 
the advantages aro clearly on the side of retaining such pupils. Pupils in the lower stages 
contribute very largely to the fee -in come of the school ; they are willing to pay a high 
price for elementary teaching in consideration of the higher education they will get as they 
advance in the school. If such pupils wore transferred to a lower class school closo by, the 
fee-receipts of the Government school would fall off to a much greater extent than the 
expenditure. Tho lowest classes, in fact, are taught by masters at a very cheap rate, and 
the pupils pay for the prestige of the zillah school. 

207. A suggestion has been made that every boy in the third class of a zillah sohool 

should pass the minor scholarship examination before promotion to the second class, with the 
object of keeping the level of the important second class as high as possiblo, and preventing 
undue promotion to the injury of tho class. This was the practice in the zillah school of 
Sylhet, but in no other so far as I am aware ; and I am not in favor of the proposal to make 
it compulsory. Tho change would involve the introduction into the lower classes of the 
school of the science subjects (other than physical geography) which now form part of the 
standard in middle schools, and tlie zillah school standard would again be thrown out of 
relation to that which the University requires. And though students from middle schools 
who pass the examination are now weighted, as compared with zillah school students, by the 
extra science subjects, yet they enjoy the great advantage of being eligible for minor 
scholarships, from which zillah school students are excluded. If zillah school students were 
required to pass the examination without being made eligible for scholarships, they would 
resent it as an injustice; if they were made eligible, thoy would carry off ever^ scholarship 
from the middle schools, and English education outside head-quarters stations would receive 
its death-blow. The one advantage that I see in tho proposal is this, that the vernacular 
education of zillah school students would be sensibly improvod ; but in my judgment this 
advantage, considerable as it is, would be purchased too dearly. * ^ ' 

208. University Entrance Examination.— Tho subjects prescribed by the University 
for this examination regulate the whole course of instruction in higher schools, and the results 
of the examination afford a trustworthy test of tfie efficiency of the teaohing in theso schools. 
At the examination of 1-874 the system qf setting papers in English, without reference to 
text-books appointed two years previously, was introduced,, and was attended by results 
which may be regarded *as satisfactory. More than ordinary care . was taketi in the pre- 
paration of the questiops, and the teaching of English imschools during the current year 
will be greatly influenced, by the general tendency the questions t<aok at the last examination. 
The Senate, in August last, sanctioned two alterations in the schedule of subjects for the 
examination of 1875 and subsequent examinations. * The first change -.was- in the intro- 
duction of Chapters I— III, VIII, and IX of Blanford’s Physical Geogmphy under the 
head of “ History and Geography the seoond change was in the introduction, erf the 
mensuration of plane surfaces and the theory of surveying under the head of. 44 Geometry.” 
By these changes the • entrance course has beep improved, and the requirements of. the 
University brought into harmony with the teaching, in* Bengal schools. As was expected 
there was a decrease in the number of candidates for the entrance examination from 2 544 
in 1873 to 2,254 in 1874. The large aooession of candidates in -1873 was due entirely 
toan impression,. then widely prevalent, that th'e difficulty of passing the examination 
would be greatly enhanced by the abolition of text-books in English, and the result 
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of the examination showed that a large number of candidates had got admission to 
the examination who were not fit to appear. The number of candidates in 1874 was, 
however, larger than the number in 1872 by 110, this increase being doubtless due to 
the natural growth of schools of this class. Of the 2,254 candidates in 1874, 966, or 43 
per cent., were successful, against a percentage of 33 only in the previous year. Fifty-six 
candidates registered for examination did not present themselvef, and of the 1,232 who 
failed, 724 were rejected in English, 611 in tho second languages, 631 in history and 
geography, and 789 in mathematics. As at most previous examinations, the most fatal 
subjects were English and mathematics. 

209. The number of candidates from Bengal was 1,717, or 76 per cent, of the whole. 
This was thb exact number of candidates at the examination of 1872, but a deoreaso of 292 
on the number in 1873. Government schools contributed 39£ per cont. of tho candidates, 
aided schools 22;| por cent., and unaided schools 33 per cent., the remainder consisting of 
teachers and private students. As was explained last year, the number of candidates from 
Bengal was exceptionally large in 1873, and some years will probably elapse before our 
schools can send up 2,000 candidates who are really fit to appear. Of the 1,717 candidates, 
702, or nearly 41 per cent., were passed, tho percentage of passed candidates in 1872 with the 
£ame number of candidates being 42. This shows a considerable improvement on the result 
of last year’s examination,* when only 30 per cent, of the candidates passed. The percentage 
of candidates passed* from the Bengal schools does not compare unfavorably with tho results 
attained at the universities of Bombay and Madras. In tl^ last available returns it appears 
that only 84 per cent, of the candidates passed the entrance examination at Bombay, and 
39 per cent, at Madras. At tho matriculation examination of tho London University in 
June 1874, out of 665 candidates, 378, or 56 per cent., were successful $ and at the examination 
of January 1875, out of 506 candidates, 224, or 44 pen cent., were passed, givingym average 
of 51 por cent, of successful candidates for the yoar. Tho Calcutta University returns show 
that of tho 684 candidates at the entrance examination from Government schools, 349, or 
51 per cent., were passed. It would seem, therefore, that at these schools tho head-masters 
exerciso tho power they have of keeping back ill-qualified candidates with reasonable 
strictness. 

210. In the following table tho schools from which tho candidates oame up are classified, 

and the success attained by each class of schools shown : — • 


University Entrance Examination . 


December 1874. 


Government schools ... 
Private schools (aided) 
Private „ (unaided) 
Schoolmasters 
Private students 






Number Passed. 




Number of 

Number of 


— 



Percentage 


schools. 

candidates. 

rirflt 

Second 

Third . 

Total. 

of success. 




division. 

divisiuji. 

division. 



43 

084 

84 ' 

170 

95 

340 

51 



08 

SHI 

18 

01 

44 

* 123 

31 


54 

608 

54 

108 

59 

221 

39 



8 



1 ! 

1 

12 



00 . 

1 

3 

4 

8 

12 

Total 

105 

1.717 

.157 

342 

203 

702 

• 


Excluding t\ie Assam schools, the number of schools that sent up candidates in 1873 was 184, 
so that there was a reduction of 19 in the number that sent ujp candidates this year. 
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The religions professed by the candidates are shown in the following table : — 





Number of 
candidates. 

Number Passed. 

Total. 

First 

division. 

Second 
division # 

Third 

division. 

Hindus 

Muhammadans I 

Christians * 

tirahmist% • 

Theisto * 

Others ... •. 

Total 

• 

1,506 

86 

00 

so . 

12 

11 

128 . 

5 * 

17 

3 

1 

3 

• 

296 * 

i ?* . 

’i • 
2* 

* 183 

• » 

5 

6 

1 

007 

26 

89 
* 20 

5 

6 

. w». 

167 

S42 

s 

203 

• 

702 


# 212. This return shows that the Muhammadans are still badly represented in the 
highest examination for schools.* The following are the Muhammadan statistics for the last 
five years : — * 


Number of # Number 

• candidate*. passed. 

1674 ... • ... 86 26 

1873 ... ... 109 22 

1873 ... ... «74 30 


Number of Number 

candidates. pasted. 

1871 ... .» 76 *8 

1870 ... ... 73 
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213. The divisions from which the candidates were drawn ore shown below : — 
General Distribution List of Entrance Candidates. 


• 

» 

Schools that 
sent 

candidates. 

Schools that 

CA9DITUTR8 PASSED 19 


Districts. 

Number of 
candidates. 

passed success* 
ml candidates. 

First 

division. 

Second 

division. 

Third 

division. 

11 

Burdwan division ... 

300 

30 

29 

24 

02 

43 

129 

Calcutta 

438 

32 

25 

88 

110 

28 

232 

Presidency division 

2U2 

42 

30 

21 

61 

2$ 

110 

Dacca „ 

247 

14 

10 

15 

44 

20 

85 

Kajnhahi .. 

1 02 

17 

13 

3 

27 

28 

58 

Patna „ 

87 

7 

7 

1 

13 

10 

80 

Bhagulpur 

40 

4 



4 

12 

10 

Chittagong „ 

20 

5 

4 

4 

9 

5 

18 

Chota Nagpur „ I 

« 

3 

2 


1 

2 

3 

Orissa „ 

23 

3 

2 ! 


2 

9 

11 

Cooch Behar „ 

8 

2 

1 



1 

1 

Private students and teachers 

74 

• 


1 

_ ^ 

5 

9 

Total 

• 

1,717 

• 

105 

127 

1 

157 

343 

203 

702 

4 


This tablo shows tliat 471 out of the 702 successful candidates came up from schools in 
the town of Calcutta and the Burdwan and Presidency divisions. The number of schools, 
which succeeded in passing candidates was 127, against 13U in the prevfous year. 


214. Besides English the candidates from Bengal took up nine languages. The number 
that took each of these is shown below : — 


» 

• 

December 

1873. 

• 

December 

1874. 

Latin 

... 

63 

62 

Sanskrit 

... 

... 1,147 

984 

Arabic 


37 

33 

•Persian 

... 

13 

20 

Bengali 

... 

67 5 

628 

Urdu 


... « 130 

GO 




December 

1873. 

December 

1874. 

Hindi 

... 

23 

22 

Ooriah 


7 

14 

Armenian 

... 

4 

4 


Total 

... 2,099 

1,717 


This return shows that 64 per cent, of the candidates took up a classical language, 
against 54 per cent, in 1K73 and 67 per cent, in 1872. The substitution of the first arts 
for the entrance examination as a qualification for admission to the Medical College 
tends to increase the number of candidates taking up a classical language. With reference 
to the requirements of the University in its higher examinations, the Lieutenant-Governor 
has been pleased to permit Sanskrit to be taught in the four highest classes of collegiate and 
zillah schools, instead of the three highest only, when the number of candidates in such schools 
desirous of instruction in tliat language amounts to ten in the first and soeoml classes. In 
thus oxtending the limit within which instruction may bo given in Sanskrit, the object of the 
Lieutenant-Governor was not to encourage t|ie pedantic and excessive use of Sanskrit in the 
vernacular, but rather that Sanskrit should be taught 44 either as a purely classical language, 
or as tho meaus of attaining to the higher parts and to the more scholarliko uses of the 
Bengali language.’’ 

c 

* 215. Under the rules (10, 11, 12) in force for the award of junior scholarships, it was 

requisite that half tho scholarships should bo given # to candidates who, in addition to the 
Unicersity examination, had passod a departmental examination in^ mensuration, surveying, 
and ‘physical geography. This examination was held a short time before tlio Univorsity 
examination under boards of examiners appointed by the Commissioners and the Circle 
Inspectors. Tho examination included one paper of questions on physical geography, and 
another on mensuration * and surveying; marks Were also given to specimens of the survey- 
work and plan-drawings executed during* the ‘session. 


216. The following arc tho statistics of this preliminary examination : — 



Number of 

Number 

• 

Number of 

Number 


candidates, i 

pUHM'd. 

« 

candidates. 

passed. 

Burdwan division 

71 

43 

Patna ^ # division 

72 

. 42 

••• ^ 

- f « 

63 

Bhugulpur „ 

... 43 

23 

Presidency division 

47 

28 

Chota Nagpur „ 

... 3 4 

. 8 

Dacca „ 



104 

Orissa . „ 

23 

« 1 

Chittagong „ 

... ... 

29 


— 

— 

Kajshalii „ 

...* 63 

. 20 

• Total 

... 

347 

Cooch Behar „ 



... 

• 

, — 

— 


217. Physical geography, mensuration, and the theory of surveying having now* been 
incorporated in the University course for matriculation, tho Lioutenant-Governor has decided * 
that rules 10, 11, and 12, for the award of junior scholarships, shall be cancelled, ami f.hnf 
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award of scholarships shall be made purely on the results of the University examination. It 
will therefore no longer be necessary to hold a separate departmental examination in these 
subjects. 

2ASL Junior Scholarship a. — The following table shows the distribution of the junior 
scholarships awarded on the results of the entrance examination of December 1874. Of the 
100 junior scholars, 98 olected to tako up chemistry and 48 psyclfblogy for tho first examina- 
tion in arts, while three elected to hold their scholarships in tho civil engineering depart- 
ment of the Presidency College, and six did not state whether they intended to take up 
chemistry or psychology. One hundred and twenty-one scholarships were made tenable in 
Government colleges, 13 m aided, and 10 in unaided colleges. 


Distribution List of Junior Scholarships , 1875. 


Commissioner’s Division. 


Burdwan division 

Calcutta... 

Presidency division 

Kajshahi ., 

Dacca 

(Jhittagong 

Patna 

Buogulpur ., 

Orissa ,, 

Chnta Xairpur .. 
Couch Belr.tr 


Total 


£ c 

o o 
X S 

* a 


£& ' 
y 



2 

7 

1 


. JS 


- 

i 

j _ _ . 


1 a 

£ a 


Number op Schoi.arbhii>-holi>kr8 

; o 

X o 


WHO PA88K1> TRK ENTRANCE 

' £ 

1 at 

1 

1 -• 

jz a 


Examination. 

ll 

Total. 


I 


[3 


First 

Second J 

Third 

: «£ 


• • 

division. 

division. | 

division. 

>X! 

} « 

6 " 


• 

1 


0 

12 

20 

17 1 

3 


9 

17 

• 33 

as 



ft 

in 

16 

12 | 

4 


0 

12 

IS 

t 

14 

, 

0 

12 

18 

13 

5 


2 

« 

8 

4 

4 

• .. . 

i 

12 

IS 

1 

12 

ft 

3 

.« 

11 


4 

7 


o 

4 


2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

• 

1 

2 


1 

1 



1 

46 

94 

150 

%4 

40 

17 


219. Tho state of secondary instruction in tho different divisions is sot forth' in tho 
following summaries. 

220. Burdwan Division. — Tho number of schools and scholars of this class in tho 
division was as follows : — 



Schools. 

Tupils. 


Schools. 

Pupils 

Higher Class English 

... 38 

6,330 

Unaided Middle English 

.. 18 

800 

Middle „ „ 

... 05 

4,60(3 

Ditto ditto Vernacular ... 

8 

331 

Government Model Vernacular 

... 27 

1,705 

• 

— 

— 

Aided Middle Class „ ... 

... 1U 

0,012 

# Total 

... 335 

20,705 

Unaided Higher English ... 

... 6 

1,«>76 

l 

— 



This shows an increase of 10 schools and 788 pupils, which is due to the placing out of 
unallotted funds at the disposal of tho district committees of Jiankoora and Beerbhonm. In 
Burdwan, Ilooghly, and Midnapur the grants ulready sanctioned wero somewhat in excess 
of their grant-in-aid allotments. • • 

221. .Middle Vernacular Schools . — Except in some of the outlying schools in the 
Midnapur and Bankoora districts, these schools are said tq be working satisfactorily. Their 
number has increased, and tho Inspector repeats his remarks of last year as to* their popu- 
larity t*d efficiency. Of the pupils in attendance, 8,261 are in tho middle stage of instruc- 
tion, that is, are preparing for the vernacular scholarship course, 4,785 can read and write, 
and 3,979 are merely beginners. These figures indicate satisfactory progress, and a decrease 
in the number of mere beginners. 

222. Vernacular Scholarship Examination . — The statistics of this examination are- 

subjoined : — # # 





Number of 
candidates who 
sent in their 
names and 
paid ftJOH. 

• 

• 

Passed in— 

• 

• 

^ame op District. 

• 

4 

Number of 
schools. 

• • 

First division 

• 

Second division. 

Third division. 

Scholarships. 

7 • 

Burdwan ... 

• 

67 

247 

13 

• 

43 

103 

6 

Bankoora... 


Is 

90 

4 

20 

37 

2 

Hoofthly ... 


44 

153 

• 

21 

32 

53 

» 

7 

Midnapur 



oii 

159 

* 6 

34 

67 

7 

Beerbhoom 

... Mf ... ... 

ii 

51 

3 

11 

14 

3 


Total 

195 

700 

47 

no 

274 

25 


12 
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223. The papers set in this examination were the same as those used in the Presidency 
circle, and the results in the two circles therefore admit of comparison. In the Presidency 
circle there were 574 candidates, of whom 403 passed, 34 being placed in the first division, 
142 in the second, and 227 in the third. Comparing these figures with those in the above 
table, it appears that 70 per cent, of the candidates in the Presidency ‘circle were successful, 
against 6G per cent, in the W estern circle, while the percentage of candidates passed in the 
first division was 6*7 in the Western circle, against 5*9 in the Presidency. The results are 
creditable to both circles. There was au increase of 27 in the number of schools competing 
and*of 33 in the number of candidates. The Hooghly Committee point out that the result 
of the establishment of classes in mensuration and surveying is not satisfactory, “ owing 
to the inadequacy and insufficiency of the means employed to afford instruction also 
that the marks assigned to vernacular manuscript reading are more liberal than the import- 
ance of the subject requires. These and other objections raised by the Hooghly Committee 
have been met oy the changes sanctioned in the Lieutenant-Governor's Minute of 3rd May. 
The Inspector, commenting on the detailed result of the examination, says : — 

• “ From those figures it would appear that Hooghly as a district stands first, and that 
Itaneegunge as a centre stands last. Arithmetic in the sub-divisions of Cutwa, Dantoon, 
and Bood-Bood is not gropqrly attended to ; grammar and composition are defective in 
Bankoora, Dantoon, and Contai ; the marks for surveying and mensuration are generally 
bad in all centres ; whiTst tho marks for zemindari and mahajani accounts are for tho most 
part excellent. Tho reason that history and geography are so much neglected is because 
Bengalis seldom read for amusement, and these subjects are chiefly iiitoresting and useful 
because they enable one to understand historical and geographical allusions in books of 
general reading and interest. The head-masters of the normal schools complain that news- 
papers supply the place of current literature, and being written carelessly and in an impure 
style, the perusal of them causes their readers to form an inaccurate and inflated style of 
writing.’ 5 


A more cogent Reason for the neglect of history and geography is to bo found in the 
low marks hitherto allotted to the subject— a defect now remedied. 

224. Middle English Schools . — On these schools the Inspector writes: — “ With referenco 
to these .schools, I have nothing to add to what I said last year. To tho mass of tho people 
English is useless. To instruct their children in it is beyond their means. The schooling 
fees are considerable for this bountry, and the cost of books is at least equal to the schooling 
fees. In many of the schools I have entered I have found one book doing service for a 
whole class, and one dictionary doing service for a whole school. Under such difficulties it is 
impossible for pupils to make much progress Addod to this, very few efficient teachers will 
take service in these schools, partly because the managers can ill-afFord to support the schools, 
and partly because, tho charge is so very troublesome.” 

“ I notice that some of the local inspecting officers put down tho inefficiency of these 
schools, .as institutions for teaching English, to tho incompetoncy of the masters; but the 
real fact is, there is little demand for English education in purely agricultural districts. There 
may be four or five families willing to incur the expense of instructing their children in 
English, but tlioy cannot afford to support atschool themselves; they therefore canvass their 
neighbours, and persuade them, though unwilling, to assist in establishing an English school. 
.The majority of the managers, indifferent from the first, give up taking any interest in the 
institution as soon as tho novelty works olf.” 


225. Minor Scholarship Examination .— Tho following table gives the statistics of this 
examination : - 0 


N'iMK OP DlNTRICT. 


M idnuimr 
llootrliiy 
Hun l wan 
Hunkooni 
Hcerbhoom 


Total 


Number of 
schools. 


33 

17 

28 

3 

2 


63 


Number of can 
diilatos who 
competed. 


45 

62 

1U3 

23 

7 


Passed in— 


First division. Second division. Third division. 


230 


16 


7 

12 
22 « 

4 

4 


18 

8 

lt» 

6 


51 


Scholarships. 


16 


226. The number of candidates was nearly tlie same as last year, as alro the number 
passed, but the number of scholarships for competition was reduced. The result of this 
examination was better than in the previous year, when only one b<5y was placed in the 
first division. In the papers which the minor candidates had in common with the candidate 
for vernacular scholarships it was found they obtained a, larger percentage of marks than the 
latter. This result was natural, as tho candidates were fewer in number aud belonged to a 
superior class, having the advantage of some instruction at home. Moreover, the candidates 
who take up English are, as a rule, hoys who have shown considerable intelligence in their 
vemooulor studies. . 
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2‘J/. Htgher English Schools . — These schools are distributed as follows : — 


Schools. Pupil*. 

IIooghly # ... ... ... ... 25 „ v .. 3,995 

Burdwan ... ... ... ... 8 llrtl 

Midnapur # ... ... ... ... ... 4, * ’ M8 

Beerbhoom ... ... ... ... ... 3 ^ 

Bankoura ... ... ... ... ... 3 332 


Total ... 43 3.1.12 


SECOND A BY 
INSTRUCTION* 


In the previous year the private school at Serainporo and the aided school at Okurslm 
in the Burdwan district., were included in the returns. The Principal of the Kerampore 
Collegiate School submitted no return this year, and the school at Okursha has been reduced 
to a middle school ; hence the falling otf of two schools and 285 pupils in tho returns. 

228. Tho Inspector again reports favorably of t6eso schools. Out of a total of (5 412 

pupils,. 1,220 were in the upper stage of instruction— that iff, in- the two highest classes" 
preparing for the University (examination Tho unaided schools remain tho same as last year’ 
Owing to some misunderstanding no candidates went up to the ontraneo examination from 
the Burdwan Maharajah’s schools. , 

229. Junior Scholarship Examination . — A preliminary examination of candidates for 
junior scholarships was held in surveying and physical geography, and of 73 candidates 
■who sent in their names, 71 wore present. The only aided school represented in tho 
examination was that at Tumlook, from which a single candidate came up, who failed. I he 
result of tho examination was that 48 were declared to have passed. The candidates from 
the Beerbhoom school did best, this result being no doubt due to tho surveying teacher at 
that school being one of tho regular stair who qualified at tho teiudiership examination 
in 1878. 

280. Tho following table gives an analysis, of the result of the University . entrance 
examination : — 



From tliis it appears that 41 per cent, of the candidates were successful, against 20 per 
cent, only in the previous year. Tho most unsuccessful schools wore the Baukboru zillah 
school and. the llooghly branch school. 

231. Presidency Division.— Tho statistics of tho middle vernacular, middlo English, 
and higher English schools of tho division, as regards numbers and pupils in tho lost two 
years, are given below : — 


1 87 , 1 - 71 . 


1874-75. 


Description op Schools. 

• 

r~ 

Schools. 

• 

Pupils, 

f9-~- 

Schodi, • 

Pupils. 

Middle Vernacular • 

211 

10,555 * 

230 

• 11,716 

Middle Engliah ... , .. 

119 

0,674 

126 

6,3(9 

Higher „ m 

36 

4,366 

•42 

6,955 

* 


6 


• Total 

• 

. * • 3 66 • 

21,405 

398 

• 

23,980 


232! The Inspector remarks that this kind of education takes care of itself, and that 
there is little to be said about’ It. Tho table shows an increase of 32 schools and 2,485 
pupils. “ There is,” says the Inspector,. “ an apparent falling off of 2G5 boys in tho middle 
English schools, but this is explained by tho fact that some middle schools were advanced 
to the Btatus of higher schools ; and the transfer diminished the number of pupils in middle 
schools and increased that in higher schools. The result is a considerable increase of 
numbers.” , 
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The examinations of these schools for scholarships take place in Deocmber, and, 
as remarked by Mr. Woodrow, “ excite the intensest interest in hundreds of families.” The 
statistics of the examinations for the three districts are compared below : — 

Junior Scholarships 


Districts. 

Number 

of 

schools. j 

l 

Numlier 1 
of 

candidates. , 

| 

Division in wmen tiib Candidates passed. 

Total 
number of 
pulses. 

1 . 

' 

11 . 

III. 

24- I'crgu Uriahs 

21 

I4i 

16 

35 

8 

59 

Nuddea ... 

12 

115 

1 

17 

13 

31 

J ensure 

4 

39 

4 

9 

6 

19 


Scholar- 

ships. 


Minor Scholarships. 



• 




. . — 

- 


24-l*enrunnuhs 

32 

109 

5 

40 

47 

. 92 

5 

Nuddea * 

19 

; 97 

3 

39 

55 

77 

7 

Jcssore 

33 * 

139 

l 

1 



17 

46 j 

73 

* 

8 


Vrrn acula r ScholarSh ips . 


21-Ft'rKunnnhs ... 

Nuddea 

J ossore 


59 

23 

66 


224 

25 

81 

87 

193 | 

12 

2 

101 

9 

33 

51 

93 

7 

2 HI 


28 

89 

117 

5 


1 Ca,xu . CTa - Inspector issued notices asking for information to all schools in 

Calcutta known to the Education Department or mentioned by the Commissioner of Police 
in las summary of schools, but from several of the private schools no reply was received 

d opart merit l - — "* l ° 1 returnS reeoived from 8oho ° l8 more or less known to the 


Class op Schools. 


11 ightT English 

Middle 

Middle Vernacular 

Lower .. 

N OB M A L Sc J I OOI.8— 

For masters 

For mistresses 

(2 iris’ schools 

Zenana teachers 

N infill school 

Music school 

Total 


t 

(loVKBNMKNT. 

1 

Aided. 

I Unaided. 

Number 

of 

schools. 

Number 

of 

pupils. 

Number 

of 

schools. 

* 

Number 

of 

pupils. 

Number 

of 

schools. 

Number 

of 

pupils. 




_ 



— 

i 4 

1.583 



18 

6.458 

; *, 

689 

6 • 

1,053 

22 

1,771 

l. 

I 

6U) 

4 

1,338 

4 

432 



2 

129 

85 

3 312 

| l 

91 

3 

29 

c 


; i 

72 

20 

1,580 

25 

1,015 




• 131 

1,635 

2 § 

72 





2 

89 

9 

2.984 

• 

166 

5,76-1 

158 

13,179 


Total. 


Number 

Number 

of 

of 

schools. 

pupils. 


22 
’ 30 
9 
87 

1 
3 

40 

131 

2 
2 

333 


8.011 
3,513 
2.319 
3, 1H 

91 

29 

2,697 

1.9,35 

72 

89 


21.927 


i re , tur ? rf , of . t ] ie year showed nine Government schools, 128 aided 

and 48 unaided schools, besides 13t> unaided pathsalas, with an aggregate of pupils amount- 

47 n 18 „ g00 , d rea80n fo . r behevin 8 9iat the return of 136 unaided pathsalas, 

wnth o,420 children in, attendance, was inaccurate, andthaftho return of 85 pathsalas, with 
3,3 1„ pupils, shown in the present year, is very Approximately true. The increase of 38 in 
the number of aided schools is due to an increase of 35 in the number of zenana teachers 

SSlf V Ul< r 1 ? 1 S l m, Ug T S1< l ered a 8chool ) > and of three in the number of aided 

middle English schools. There has been an increase of 239 in the number of pupils attend- 
mg Government schools, and of 457 in those attending aided schools. 
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236. . Middle Vernacular Schools . — The principal vernacular schools in Calcutta are the 
pathsala in connection with the normal sohool, containing 549 pupils, and four aided schools 
under native management, containing 1,338 pupils. The cost of these schools to Government 
was Us. 4,796, oflwhich Us. 2,924 was for house-rent of the premises in which the Government 
pathsala is located. The four unaided schools of this class included in the return contained 
432 pupils. The relative merits of these schools are tested at *tho annual examination for 
nine free scholarships tenable for five years in the Hindu or Haro Sohool. The four highest 
boys in the list receivo stipends of its. 24 a month, bosides free tuition. The standard pf 
this examination is lower than that for vernacular scholarships, but it nevertheless includes 
a considerable amount of general knowlodgo, with a useful acquaintance with the Bengali 
language. At the last examination there were 50 candidates for the free scholarships, and 
the keen competition for these prizes keeps tho schools pretty well up to the mark. 

237. Middle English Sehools. — There are two Government schools of this class, the 

Colingah Branch School for Muhammadans only, and the English Department attached to the 
normal school, which is open to all creeds, but is attended solely by Hindus. Tho Colingah 
Branch School had on its rolls 305 boys at the end of tho year, and its cost was Its. 2,040, 
which was defrayed from the Mohsin Fund. Tho other school was self-supporting, and had 

. 384 boys on the rolls. Tho aided schools of this class are six \n number, and they are chiefly 
concerned with the education of the poorer classes of Europeans and Eurasians ; they are tho 
Calcutta Boys Sohool ; the Benevolent Institution ; tho Roman Catholic Orphanage, Murgi- 
hatta; St. Joseph’s School, Bowbazar; St. Stephen’s SchooUat Hastings; and tho Free School. 
These schools contained at the close of tho year 1,063 pupils, of whom 1,058 were Christians, 
four Hindus, and one Muhammadan. 

There are also 22 unaided schools of this class with 1,771 pupils in attendance, of whom 
the great majority are Hindus. 

238. Higher English Schools . — The four Government schools ^ this class are tho Hindu 

and Hare Schools, the Anglo- Persian Department of tho Madrasah, and the school depart- 
ment of the Sanskrit College, with an aggregate of 1,853 pupils. Tho Hindu and Haro 
schools met their entire expenditure from fees, and had a surplus of Rs. 7,832 at the end of 
the year; tho Anglo-Persian Department cost Rs. 7,141, wliieli was drawn from the Mohsin 
Fund ; and the Sanskrit School Department cost Government Rs. 8,212. There aro no aided 
schools of this class, but there aro no less than 18 unaided schools attended by 6,458 pupils. 
Eleven of these aro under tho management of missionary and other Christian bodies, and 
seven aro under native managers. These schools compote at the Univorsity entrance 
examination for junior scholarships, and of the 33 scholarships awarded in Calcutta upon 
the result of the last examination. It appears that 21 wore gained by candidates from 
Government institutions, eight by candidates from* schools under Christian bodios, and four 
by candidates from schools under native management. • 

239. Classifying tho 21 schools* in Calcutta according to the merit marks won 
at the entrance examination, the following is the order in which Mr. Woodrow places 
them : — 


1. 

Har« School 

Total merit 
marks. 

Ill 

12. 

Sanskrit College 

Total merit 
marks. 

14 

a. 

Hindu School ... 

92 

13. 

Mirzajjpre Mission School ... 

Seal’s Free College ... ... ...% 

11 

3. 

Metropolitan Institution ... .0 

... 5 1 

14. 

10 

4. 

General Assembly's Institution 

60 

15. 

Calcutta Boys’ School 

7 

5. 

Free Church Institution 

31 

ltt. 

Calcutta School 

7 

6. 

Metropolitan Branch Institution ... 

... # 24 

17. 

St. Joseph’s School ... 

... 

7. 

St. Xavier’s College ... • 

23 

18. 

Armenian Hulanthrophic Academy 

... *5 

8. 

Dovcton CollogH ... ... ...» 

18 

19. 

Calcutta Training Acadomy 

r» 

9. 

Oriental Seminary 

17 

20. 

Calcutta Institution 

3 

10. 

Anglo-Persian Department 

15 

21. 

St. Chrysostom’s 

2 

11. 

La Mart in ere 

14 

22. 

Bengal Academy 

• 

2 


The Hare and Hindu schools maintain theii* position, yot only at the head of the 
Calcutta schools, but of all schools of this class in Bengal. * * 

• • • 

240. Schools for Europeans 9 and Eurasians . — The Lioutonant-Governor, in a minute dated 

1 25th February, reviewed tfio position of theso schools, with a view to affording such relief in 
the education of the poorer classes as circumstanoes seenfod to warrant. From the returns 
then before His Honor, it appeared'ttmt abefut 254 European and 1,021 Eurasian children* 
of a school-go jng age were not attending any school, and that tlier# were 43 institutions in the 
oity^for tho education of children of these classes. Under these circumstances, it was deemed 
best to invite the oo-operation of existing bodies and private societies interested in education, 
and to assist them by grants-in-aid under existing rules, either in enlarging their present 
schools, or in opening branch schools in quarters wliero Ynost needed. It was estimated that 
a sum of Rs. 13,000 *per annum, in addition to the present allotment for Calcutta, would 
provide the required means for extending the operations of existing schools in a way that 
# would be likely to bring into school most of those children who now kept away. This 
amount has been provided by withdrawing portions of the grant-in-aid allotments for districts 
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in Behar, where they were not at present required, and transferring them to Calcutta : and 
the Inspector is now occupied in apportioning additional aid amongst the various managing 
bodies already engaged in tho work of educating the poorest classes of Europeans and 
Eurasians. The schools thus aided are in all cases under the management of religious 
societies, and the same zeal which set these schools on foot may be safely trusted to make 
the Government aid go as far as possible in extending the means of instruction to those poor 
children of a school-going age who are not yet at school. Proposals have been made 
tQ managers to open branch schools in those quarters whero there are many Christian children, 
but which are at a distance from existing schools. The full effeot of those measures will 
appear next year. 

241. As regards the class of schools to which grants are now assigned, Mr. Woodrow 
writes : — 

“ Government grants are intended to assist tho poor to got education for their children, 
and as a broad principle it is assumed that such children do not want high instruction. 
High instruction in English is self-supporting in large Government schools and in numerous 
other schools. No grants therefore in Calcutta arc given for higher schools. The Calcutta 
Boys’ School and St. Joseph’s School receive grants as middle schools, but have advanced* 
beyond the limit intended for them, which causes an apparent violation of the, principle ; but 
the authorities of St. Joseph’s School contend that they taught all that Government required 
and something moro, for which tl\oy make no charge.” 

“ Tho two oldest schools in Calcutta are tho Free School and the Benovolent Institution. 
Tho Free School was endowed in 1784 witli a meadow, on which subsequently the Mayor’s 
Court was built by public subscription. This meadow was situated on the north and east of 
Tank Square, and the present Old Couf t-House Street received its name from the Court-House 
on the Free School property. This property was sold to Government for a perpetual rent of 
800 sicca rupees a month. # Tho ‘ meadow * has now become one of the most valuable pieces 
of ground in Calcutta.” 

“ The Free School received compensation for the destruction of its property by Suraja 
Dowla, and was amalgamated with another orphanage established on tho retaking of Calcutta, 
and the funds of tho two schools constituted the foundation of the Free School.” 

“ The Benevolent Institution was established in 1809 by the Seramporo missionaries. It 
was at ono time the best school in Calcutta for tho poorer classes of tho Christian community, 
but such is far from being the case now.” 

242. The Iuspoetor is of opinion that the present? school provision in Calcutta is 
sufficient for the population, but that the maintenance of these schools is a heavy burden on 
the several managing bodies. On tho qifcstion of fees, he says : — 

“The question of foes is in an unsatisfactory state, and overy school is interested in its 
settlement. Every school lias now, and always had, pupils paid for by charitable individuals 
or societies. There is no limit to tho extent to which this system may be carried. One 
zemindar paid the fees of every boy in his school, which thus practically became a free 
school, but it was ruled that the principle of Vhe exaction of* fees was intact. In 1864 the 
Governor- General in Council ruled that foes should bo counted as contributions in the 
stipulated sum to meet Government aid, so that it was possible to give aid to schools which 
had no subscription list.” « ^ 

“ The distinction between subscriptions and fees as regards the Government grant was 
tli us obliterated. After this resolution subscribers gave, or were assumed to give, their sub- 
scriptions to pay for the fees of poor boys, and so it became possible, to admit boys free to all 
schools ; for, in cooking the accounts, any required portion of the subscriptions could be served 
up as schooling fees. In examining the accounts of a school it became impossible for me as 
Inspector to* tell what part was subscription given to pay the fees of poor boys, and what 
part was subscription to carry on the school. In fact, the distinction was evanescent. Both 
kinds of subscriptions jsoryed’tlte one purpose ‘of helping to pay the expenditure of the school. 
A sohool cannot bo errried on without expenditure, and the money required must bo raised 
somehow.” 

• c 

“ It has been supposed by some that the payment of a fee may. tend to stop competition 
when rivalry is not desirable. l3ut whero there is rivalry, there is interest in the work, and 
interest in the work brings out subscriptions bettei* than liny other inducement. Government 
can take away its grant as easily as it can raise the fees. It never attempts to interfere with 
unaided schools. In the case of injurious rivalry between schools, the Director has sometimes 
taken away the grant altogether.” # 

“Hence the recent orders of Government that* no schqpls should be aided in which fees 
of some amount were not exacted is in virtual opposition to the previous orders of 1864.” 

“ There are in Calcutta hundreds of utterly destitute European children ; and if they 
cannot go to school till their own parents pay for them, they are doomed to grow up in * 
ignorauce, which is far from being the wish of Government ;*and if charitable people and 
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congregations pay fees for them, as is now the case, the order about fees is praotically evaded, sbcomdabt 
• and the object for which it was issued is not apparent.” instbucviow. 

243. Rajshahi Division. — During the year the Inspector visited fi 17 of the superior 

schools of this division, and the general impression made was that “ superior schools of all 
descriptions are gradually sinking.” The causes of this decline in secondary instruction, 
which has boon noticed in this division during the last two years, are thus summarised by 
Babu Bhudev Mukerji — (1) the reactionary character of the movement in 1872-73 
in favor of primary and in disfavor of secondary schools ; (2) the lax supervision of the 
secondary schools on the part of the subordinate inspecting agency ; (31 the lowering of 
the middle standard nearer to that of the primaries ; (4) the introduction into that 
standard of subjects for examination which could not guide school instruction : (5) the 
restlessness of the teachers, caused by the attractions offered to them by the Native Civil 
Service examination. These causes have for the most part lost their force by lapso of time, 
or are in course of removal ; but a more deep-seated cause than any of the abo\;e, which has 
been working to the deterioration of the superior schools, cannot be removed without the 
co-operation of other departments. % 

“ That cause,” says the Inspector, “ is a feeling of utter stftgnanoy of promotion in their 
'department. young man now entering as a schoolmaster feels that his chance of rising in 
tl io service is but small. This feeling is not justifiable in all cases.’ But such cases are the 
few exceptions, and go to provo tho rulo. Tho lowering of the schoolmasters calling, along 
with the spread and lid vance of education in a country, is ‘probably a law tho operation of 
which it is perhaps not possible altogether to oppose. But tho nocossitities of this country, 
where schoolmasters have to adapt a foreign education to their young countrymen, require 
that they should be men of much more capacity than \^iere such adaptation is not required. 

The operation of tho law under which schoolmasters got lowered as education nuances needs 
therefore to be withstood here to the utmost extent possible. The Education Department 
should still retain some attractions for our best college youth ; and the best way appears to mo 
to establish a recognised opening from this department to other branches of tho public sorvico. 

The old Council of Education consisting, as it did, of gentlemen in exalted position's, very 
frequently promoted men from tho Education Department, and thus made* it attractive to the 
very best college alumni of their time. If the Director of Public Instruction were called 
upon to do now as tho Council of Education did in their timej the Education Department 
will again rise in attractiveness, although there be more openings and professions now for 
our young men than there were in those times. Even now Commissioners, Judges, and 
Magistrates take our men for service into other lines, but they do it now not exactly in tho 
way in which the department itself would be advantaged. I would recommend that there be 
a recognised and legitimate passage for promotions (y transfers of this nature. As it is, the 
Education Department, which prepares capable men for every branch of ’tho public service, 
fails to get capable men for itself. It will not lose by becoming a stepping-stone for a few — 
for a few only will actually pass, while the large number of abler men that will come on its 
attractiveness being increased must of necessity continue within the department.” 

244. Middle Vernacular Schools . — There hoe been an increase of schools of this class 
during the year from 219 to 231, and of boys in attendance from 8,577 to 9,473. Of tin* 
pupils, 6,549 were Hindus, 2,917 Muhammadans, six Christians, and one other; and classified 
socially, 5frf belonged to the upper classes, 4,105 to the middle, and 5,310 to the lower. 

Classified according to progress, *3,167 were in the first and 3,854 in the second primary 
stago of progress, while 2,389 were in the middle stage, and . 03 in the upper. The cost of 
these schools was Its. 71,326, of which Ks. 31,995 was contributed by the State and Its. 31^331 
from local sources. * 

The people take an interest in the welfare of these schools, and the Government schools 
arc not always tho best. 

245. Vernacular Scholarship Examination. —-This examination was held from the 30th 
November to 3rd December in the different districts, a^id the folloAdn^ are the statistics of 
fhe examination : — 
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• 
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• 
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given. 

1. Moorshedabad 

52* 

32 

86 

1 

. 0 

33 

0 

2. Rajshahi 

21 , 

• 18 • 

44 . 

1 

•J 

21 

4 

3. Malda 

10 

• 10 

46 j 

1 

4 

28 

3 

4. Binajpur 

22 

9 

31 ! 

• 

3 

18 

6 

f>. Katncpur 

53 

29 

87 


8 

30 

1 l 

6. Bogra ! 

20 

J8 

71 


17 

31 

99 

3 

• 7. Fubna 

44 

44 

179 

7 

34 

10 

Total 

234 

• 

160 

643 

10 

74 

204 

38 
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246. Of the 38 scholarships awarded, three belonged to the Cooch Behar division, where 
there were no qualified candidates. The Pubna schools far outstrip the schools of the other 
districts in this examination, and while the other districts have deteriorated in secondary 
instruction, Pubna has made some advanoe. . •This the Inspector attributes, in some degree, 
to the intelligent supervision of the Pubna schools by Babu Bhuban Mohan Neogi and 
Babu Sarat Chandra Das; late Deputy Inspectors of that district, but now transferred to 
Rajshahi and Dinajpur. 

247. Middle English Schools. — There were 62 aided and six unaided schools of this 
class, with 3,243 pupils, against 69 in the previous year, with 3,084 pupils. In creed 
the pupils consisted of 2,539 Hindus, 693 Muhammadans, two Christians, and nine others. 
Classified according to progress, two were in the upper stage and 1,031 in the middle stage, 
while 1,413 were in the first division of the primary stage and 797 in the seoond. The cost 
of the schools was Rs. 17,877 to the State and Rs. 31,352 to the people. These schools are 
generally supported by a wealthier section of the community than that which supports the 
vernacular schools, but, as was pointed out last year, they labor under the disadvantage of 
having no Government schools to serve as models. This, the Inspector thinks, is to be 
regretted. He adds : — 

“ The success which, uncfer really competent teachers, I expect such model English schools 
must attain will not fail to act upon the zillah Government schools, where, ,as I have been 
saying for several years, English is not being taught in the way it should be taught to 
foreign boys.” 

“ I have been long convinced that the theory of these schools is th§ most correct for this 
country. But I must say that their success, although not small, is far from being equal to 
my expectations. . As a rule, the English teachers of the middle English schools are not men 
of the stamo wo want. These should have the power of adapting a foreign education to the 
comprehenOTbn of the youth of this country. But I fear there are none such. My idea is 
that the middle vernacular sohools of Government have nearly done their work as pionoers of 
middle vefnaoular education, the aided sohools having come up to their level. These might 
with advantage be converted into a smaller number of English middle schools under well 
paid and competent teachers, and planted at the sub-divisional head-quarters and other likely 
places of tho different districts to serve as models to the aided schools of this class. There 
are at present 29 Government middls vernacular schools in the division. Their cost to 
Government was Rs. 7,553 in the last year. We can have five Government middle English 
schools at the same cost.” 

248. Minor Scholarship Examination . — This examination was held simultaneously with 
that for vernacular scholarships, and the statistics are given below: — 


• 

Districts. 

Number of 
schools 
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* 
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Moorshedabad 

26 

13 «• 

43 


5 

8 

3 
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9 

7 

28 
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14 

3 
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4 

1 
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2 


Dinajpur 

8 

1 

2 
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7 

2 
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2 
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4 
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2 

2 
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1 

l 
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c 
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10 
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1 

19 

4 
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68 

8« 
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3 

11 

46 

16 


249. In this examination, too, the success of tho Pubna schools is conspicuous. The 
Moorshedabad schools havo not done so woll as in the previous year, while the Rangpur 
sohools Have done very creditably. Tho advance in the Rangpur schools is attributed by 
the Inspector to the interest taken in tho distriot schools by the Magistrate, Mr. Glazier, and 
to his carefulness in seeing $at the inspecting offioers do. their duty. 

250. Higher Erfgltih Schools . — The number of higher English schools in the division 
was 17 with 2,320 jftipils, against 16 with 2,161 pupils in the previous year. The Sardii 
Sohool is the additionaLhigher school which was opened during the year. The total cost of 
the sohools (exclusive of* the unaided) was Rs. 55,635, to which the* State contributed 4 
Rs. 23,168. The pupils consisted of 1,878 Hindus, 434 Muhammadans, seven Christians, 

• and one other, and 69 wefe returned as belonging to the upper classes of sofiiety, 1,863 to the 
middle, and 388 to the lower. Classified according to progress, 471 pupils were in the 

• upper stage, 1,158 in the middle stage, 570 in the second, and 121 in the first division *of the 
primary stage. 

251. The seventeen schools consisted of seven Government schools, six aided, and four 
unaided. The best school of this class in the division is the High School at Bauleah, at which 
First Arts classes have been started through the liberality of Rajah Haranath Rai. The Rani 
Sarat Sundari of Puttia has generously provided the fhnds necessary to erect additional rooms 
for the accommodation of the college classes. “ Tho Bauleah school,” says the Inspector, “ is 
evidently made much of by the zemindars of the dist rict. If all the great landholders of the 
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Kajshahi division north of the Padma will combine with them, and raise the High School 
to the status of a first class college, they will meet a felt want, such an institution being much 
required for this part of the country. 

252. The Bauleah school did exceeding^ well at the entrance examination, having 
passed 19 candidates out of 38, three of them being placed in the first division, nine in the 
second, and seven in the third. The ltangpur school also did woH, passing seven candidates 
out of eight, of whom six were placed in the second division, and one in the third. The 
schools of this class, however, in the Kajshahi division do not come up to the standard of 
efficiency that has been attained by similar schools in the more southern or eastern districts. 
As regards the causes of the comparative weakness of the higher English schools in this 
division, the Inspector says : — 

“ The teachers of sujieri >r schools in the greater part of the Jtajshalii division come 
from the colleges of Dacca and Berhamporo. Under such circumstances, the schools of East 
Bengal must have their first choice of the Dacca College students, and Berhamporo, it is well 
known, has been always a weak college. The distance of the Kajshahi disfriets from Krish- 
nagur, Hooglily, and Calcutta, and the intervention of the Padma — an objoct of terror to the 
young men of Southern Bengal have heretofore acted, and still act, as deterrents on the 
graduates of the colleges of that part of the country to seek, for service in this division. 
"With the North Bengal ltailway opened and the Berhamporo College raised, or, what would 
be better still, the High School of Bauleah made a first class college, the prospects of the 
higher schools of Kajshahi will very greatly improve. I cannot help thinking that *tho 
Berhainpore College Was a mistake where it is ; its right plS.ee was eitlior Bauleah or else- 
where north of the Padma river.” 

“It is thus seen that the superior schools of the Kajshahi division have not boon abll to 
secure for themselves such a body of teachers as bouth ayd East Bengal. I know that there 
are bright exceptions to the rule, that somo of the teachers are as good as may be found in 
the most advanced parls of the country ; but the remark is nevertheless generally true, 
that there is room for much improvement in the ‘personnel of our teaching staff* in this 
division.” 

253. There is doubtless much force in* the plea put forward by the Inspector to 

account for the backwardness of some of the higher schools in this, division ; but now that 
the attractions of the Civil Service classes have ceased to operate, and that the professional 
prospects of pleaders are no longer so encouraging as they "were, we may reasonably 
expect to get a supply of better qualified men for the masterships of these schools. Tho 
Inspector complains that the action of tho district committees in filling vacancies in schools 
lias sometimes seriously tended to impair their efficiency, and ho quotes instances which 
support that view. That cause of complaint has, however, been removed by tho recent orders 
of the Lieutenant-Governor. • » 

254. The mat houses in which the Rangpur and Bogra aoliools were accommodated 
were burnt down during the year, and much of the school property destroyed. It is 
desirable that the schools at both stations should in future bo located in brick-built houses. 
The zemindars in ltangpur and Bogra $re as rich as in any other district, and, in tho 
opinion of tho Inspector, “ a little earnest and continued attention to the matter would bring 
about what is required.” In 1373 Government offered to grant a sum of Ks. 10,000 for 
tho purpose of erecting a suitable building for the ltangpur School, provided the sum of 
Ks. 12,000 was raised locally. 

255. Junior Sc l iol<irship Examination . — The statistics *of this examination are sub- 
joined : — 
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Except as regards the Bauleah and Rangpur schools, the above result is not satisfactory. 
The Bethampore Collegiate School sent up 24 candidates/ of whom only five passed, four 
being placed in the third division. The preliminary examination in surveying and physical 
geography was held at Berhampo^e by Dr. Shircore and Mr. Weok*es, who expressed satis- 
faction at the result. • # 

25G, Gooch Beuak Division. — Middle Vernacular Schools . — Tho number of schools of 
this class in the division was 20 with 778 pupils, against 15 with 533 pupils of the preced- 
ing year. The schools consisted of one Government model school, 11 aided, and *8 
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unaided schools ; and there were 364 Hindus and 414 Muhammadans on the rolls. In 
social position, 13 belonged to the upper, 254 to the middle, and 511 to the lower classes. 
These schools are reported by the Inspector to be generally of an inferior character, but 
efforts are being made to improve them wy importing teachers from Bauleah Normal 
School. 

257. Vernacular Scalar ship Examination . — There were 28 candidates from 11 schools in 
the Julpigoree district, of whom seven passed and one gained a scholarship. There was no 
examination at Darjeeling, and three out of the four scholarships available for the two 
districts were awarded to boys in the liajshahi division. 

258. Middle English Schools . — The number of these schools was four with 145 pupils, 
the number of schools being the same as in the previous year, but with an inorease of. 23 
pupils in attendance. The school at Darjeeling had fallen into a state of disorganization, 
but the Deputy Commii&ioner has lately put it on a better footing. 

259. Minor Scholarship Examination . — There were no candidates for this examination 
from either district 

260. Higher English Schools . — There were two schools of this class, the aided school 

at Julpigoree and St. Paul’s School at Darjeeling. The financial condition of the Julpigoree 
school cripples its efficiency, and the proposal of the District Committee to secure the school 
a larger grant has not be&n successful. As the station will soon be the terminus of a 
railway, the school will acquire additional importance, and it ought to be put' on an efficient 
footing. Only one candidate went up to the entrance examination from St. Paul’s School, 
and he failed. • c 

261. Dacca Division. — Middle Vernacular Schools, — The statistics of these schools are 
givtp in the following table : — 
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Compared with the figures of the previous year, these show an increase of 25 Govern- 
ment and aided schools and 830 scholars during the year, while there has been a decrease of 
unaided schools from 51 to 22. The real decrease is but slight, as 25 unaided schools have 
been transferred to the aided list. 

262. Vernacular Scholarship Examination . — The results of this examination are embodied 


in the following table : — « 
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Compared with the previous year, these figures show that the schools sending up candi- 
dates* have increased in number from 174 to 201. and the number of candidates from 766 to 
910; while the number passed has increased from 475 to 505. “ Notwithstanding these 

favorable results,” says Dr. Hobson, “ the inspecting officers are unanimous in thiuking that 
the absence of prescribed text-books in literature in the examination has had an injurious 
influence’ on the efficiency of the school^. The pupils of (he first and second classes now 
study their literature lessons in an indifferent and perfunctory way, with the feeling that 
1 what they are reading will not tell at the examination. This is a serious evil, but the remedy 
is easy.” “ # 

The present system,’ however, has its advantages, and the questions set at the examina- 
tion should indicate to a teacher the kind and extent of.the knowledge of Bengali which his 
pupils are expeoted to a3quire, and the character of the text-books whioh it will be necessary 
to read. 

263. It was expected that* the rule restricting the number of scholarships a single 
school could gain to two would tend to depress good schools! The sohools have, however, 
shown no sign of deterioration. The four betffc sohools of the Dacca division passed 89 
candidates at the last examination, against 68 in the year t 1871, when the present rule was 
not in force ; and it is clear that a rule whioh aots as a stimulant to all the schools of a 
district must be preferable to one which would permit all the prizes to be carried off by a single 
ctack school. • 
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264. The cirolo schools of the Dacca district are more successful than in the other 
districts, and there is a difference of opinion between the Inspector and the Committee as 
to the relative merits of these schools and the grant-in-aid schools. The statistics of these 
schools for the district, as regards average attendance and cost, are the following : — 


Nuscbeb and Description op 
Schools. 


Fifty grant-in-aid schools 
Fifty -throe circle schools 


• 
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3,025 13 0 

3 2 0 

4 11 11 
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265. These figuros show a larger attendance in circle schools, and a much smaller total 
cost. “ The Committee,” Dr. Robson remarks, “ appeal to the results of the vernacular scholar- 
ship examination in* proof of the superior education given in the circle schools, but the facts 
appear to me to lead to an opposite conclusion. The 50 aided schools, with an average attend- 
ance of only 1,481 pupils, sent up 190 candidates to the last examination, of whom 102 
passed ; while the 53 circle schools, with an average attendance* of 1,934, sent up only 105 
candidates, of whom 75 passed. The larger attendance of the circle schools, which brings 
down the average cost of each pupil's education, is owing to tho larger niuyber of pupils in 
the primary stage, ^hat the proportion of pupils in the higher classes is considerably larger 
in the aided than in the circle schools is proved by the greater number of candidates sent up 
for examination.” 

“ I am unable to concur with the District Committpo in thinking that it would bo advis- 
able to abolish some of tho aidad. schools, in order to establish new circles with the funds thus 
set free. It is, besides, difficult to understand how discipline can exist in a school where 
the highor classes are under the charge of a peripatetic teacher, who is present only twice 
a week, and who comes and goes at his pleasure. The credit of the circle system is, I believe, 
kept up by a few superior schools located in the villages where the pundits reside, which get 
a disproportionate share of attention at tho exyense of other schools, to reach which they have 
to walk some distance.” 

266. Tho Officiating Commissioner is inclined to agree wilh Dr. ltobson on this point, 

and at all events he thinks the experiment, if tried at all, should be carried out with caution. 
I ara inclined to think, however, that the Inspector hardly gives due credit to the circle 
system. The fact that the highest classes in circle pathsalas got instruction for only two days 
in the week, while in aided schools they get it every day, show that both tho discipline and 
the teaching must be generally excellent, in order»to produce the good results shown. in the 
examination. • 

267. Middle English Schools . — The following is the table for the district : — 


District. 


Aided. j 

Boys. 

• Unaided. 

Boys. 

Total. | 

Boys. 

Dacca 


31 

2,056 

3 

202 

36 

2.258 

Fureedpur « 


20 

1,053 

6 

30 k 

26 

1,357 

Backcrgungc 

... 

1H 

1,355 



18 

1,355 

Mymensingh 


20 

1,230 

*3 

# 215 

23 

1,451 

Total 


91 

5,700 

; 32 

721 

103 

0,421 


_i , : ' i * 


This shows an increase of 23 aided Bchools and 1,461 pupils for the year, and a decrease 
of 14 in the number of unaided schools, or a net gain of nine schools and 829 scholars. 

268. Minor Scholarship Examination . — The following are # tho statistics of this 
examination : — 


* District. 

• 

, 

Competing 

schools. 

Number of 
candidate 
•that appeared. 

Number that 
passed. 

• 

Number of 
scholarships. 


» 



• 

Dacca 

16 

57 

29 

4 

Furoedpur 

6 

• a 

• 9 

2 

Barkergu nge •... 

12 

35 

19 


MymQiisingh » ... 

14 

61 

36 

« i 

# Total ... 

48 



| 178 

1 • 

; * 93 

17 


Remarks. 


Two surplus scholarships belonging to* 
■Chittagong havo been awarded to 
Backergunge and Mymcnsingh. 


In the previous year 49 schools sent up 158, candidates and passed 118, while this year 
out of 178 candidates only 93 passed. This result is unsatisfactory, and in tho opinion of 
the Inspector indicates a deterioration in tho quality of the candidates seut up. . .In 
explanation of this deterioration, Dr. Robson says: — “ The inspecting officers are of opinion 
that the abolition of prescribed text-books in literature has had a bad elfect upon the middle 
English schools.” 
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“There is another serious evil connected with the minor scholarship examination, which 
is acting injuriously on the teaching of English in middle schools. Until throe years ago 
one-half marks in English were required for the first division, three-eighths for the second, and 
one-fourth for the third. This secured attention to the English lessons, and a more thorough 
acquaintance with the subject than is now seen in the higher -classes of these schools. 
According to the present arrangements, a boy who is well up in other subjects may pass the 
minor examination, and even get a scholarship, with little or even no knowledge of English, as 
only the total number of marks is taken into account. Tho minor scholarships are thus 
practically converted into vernacular scholarships, for they may be gained by a candidate who 
does not know the English alphabet/ 1 

".A minor scholarship is tenable for two years, and theoretically the holder of it should 
be ready to appear at the entrance examination at tho end of that period. As a matter 
of fact, however, minor scholars are so imperfectly acquainted with English that they have 
generally to be put into the fourth class of the zillali school, only a very few being found 
qualified to join the third class. As they are for tho most part very poor .lads, depending for 
subsistence on their scholarships, they have usually to he indebted to the liberality of some 
charitable individual for one or two yefirs after tho expiry of their stipends before they reach 
the great goal of their aspiration— tho entrance examination. The intention of Government 
in making these scholarships tenable for two years is defeated by the low ( standard, or no 
standard in fact, iu English required for the minor scholarship examination, for these boys are 
quite fit to join tlio second class of a zillali school in every subject except English.” 

2(>t). The Officiating Commissioner is of opinion that it is advisable to reconsider the 
question of text-books, both for the vernacular and minor scholarship examination, and that 
for success at the minor scholarship examination a minimum number of marks in English 
should he required. ° 

270. It has recently boon, decided that at the exaaj|faation of 1870 candidates for 
minor scholarships should ho required to gain at least one-third of the marks for English to 
entitle thorn to a scholarship. It is desirable, too, to prescribe a more definite standard in 
English for this examination. Tho standard in English taught in tho third class of every 
zillali school is well known, and varies but slightly "from school to school. If this were 
adopted as tho standard in English for minor scholarships, it would only practically be adopting 
tho standard which was originally intended. But it is questionable whether the present 
teachers in aided schools could bring their pupils up to this standard. 

271. The difficulty of working any standard by a limit of age is notorious in this 
country, and for junior scholarships no maximum limit is prescribed. 

“ This,” remarks Dr. Hobson, “ fairly enough brings up the question of the advisability 
of doing away with all restrictions of ago for both vernacular and minor scholars. Tho 
present plan (whatever its advantages? unquestionably produces a considerable amount of 
lying every yoar, especially whore youthful- looks render deception easy ; and whoro a boy 
looks older than he really is and cases ot this sort are common — lie will be disqualified for 
a scholarship, though really not above tho prescribed age; for Inspectors and Deputy 
Inspectors have come to tho conclusion that in the question of age, it is, on the whole, safer 
to judge by appearances than to trust to horoscopes and other documents, tho fabrication of 
which is so easy and so common.” 

2 <2. Higher English Schools ,— The following table embodies the statistics of those 
schools: — 


Schools. 


I .— 6 lovrrn mrnt Schools'. 

Dacca Collegia!** School 
Furred pur Zillali „ 

JBurrisal „ „ 

Mymuiudngh „ „ 

II . — Aided Schools. 

Teghoria School 

Kalipara „ 

Rowail „ 

Kosanda „ 

Joydovpore,, 

III.— Una ided Schools. 

Jagannath School ... 

Pogose „ 

Ghani Mcah’s School 

Janhavi’s „ 


Tassi » IN, I UK 



7 



TJ 


i . 



C 

8 

s 

.o 

vision 

i 

•a 


8 


rs 


• t 

c 


TS 

-3 





V 

3 


u 

8 


a, 

w 

U. 

r% 

e 






487 

\ 63 

3 

18 

5 


20 

1 

8 

2 

673 

. 16 


6 

5 

458 

lfi 

6 

4 

yi * 

68 

6 

2 



8« 

1 




66 

1 




61 

S 

• 



47 

None oompc 

tod. , | 

l 

e* 

625 

41 

1 

i 

4 j 

6 1 

393 

25 

1 

1 

1 i 

277 

23 


2 

5 | 

m 

3 


1 

‘ 1 


Merit mark. 

j 

c 

I 

<r 

a 

3 

t 

08 

*3 

1 

K 

** > 
c 

J 

<u'c '3 

is. S3 

o 

! 

Total expenditure. 

1 


Ks. A. P. 

Its. A. P. 

60 

4 

6.250 0 0 

13,447 7 10 | 

?! 


JU'M) 0 0 

4,895 15 0 

i.» 

3 

3.900 0 0 

9.571 7 9 

27 

5 

4,110 0 0 

8.988 11 11 

C 

3 

n 

360 0 0 

Ml* 8 4 



006 0 0 

1,681 9 0 


• _ 

360 0 0 

1.000 1 0 



720 0 0 

1,919 3 3 

..... 


487 8 0 

1,562 15 0 

10 

1 


7,894 6 0 

6 

1 

* 

0,548 13 0 

9 



2,169 9 9 

3 





3,155 7 0 
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The Brennand School was broken up during the year, and the Joydevpore middle school was 
raised to the status of a higher school, so that the number of schools remains the same as in 
the previous year, but the attendance is larger by 128. Of the 3,175 boys on the rolls, 
2,889 were Hindus, 254 Muhammadans, 25 Christians, and sevon others. 

273. The Dacca Collegiate School maintains its placo at the .head of the list, and the 
Mymensingh school stands first among the zillah schools. The attendance of pupils at tho 
Mymensingh school has increased by 96 during the year, this increase being due to soino 
extent to tho larger number of Muhammadan boys who have joined the school under tho 
inducement held out for part payment of fees from the Molisin Fund. The Furoedpore school 
is the smallest of tho zillah schools, and, considering tho backwardness of tho middle 
English schools of the district, it did remarkably well in the examination. Tho Burrisal 
school during tho last two years has lost the pre-eminence it formerly had. Owing to 
mismanagement on the part of the District Committee, no advantage was taken of tho 
Mohsin Fee Fund in assisting Muhammadan boys. Tho building in which the school is 
located is most unsuitable for the purposes of a school. The rooms are low, damp, and ill- 
ventilated, and are most inconveniently crowded. Tho B Officiating Commissioner states that 
he is endeavouring to raise local funds towards the erection of a new school building, plans 
for which have boon prepared by the Executive Engineer, involving an estimated cost of 
Its. 40,000 ; and it is hopod Government will make a special grant to assist the looal 
efforts. 

274. Tho Teghoria Aided School did well at the examination, but the aided schools are, 
in fact, merely good middle schools kept up by tho liberality of local zemindars, who are 
content to pay handsomely for tho honor of having a higher class school. Tho Jagannath 
School ranks highest among the unaided schools, and Ghanimoali’s froo school socoml. 'Dio 
Janhavi School at Kantosh, in Mymensingh, is kept. up *by Janhavi Chaudhrani, and that 
liberal and public-spirited lady must havo been gratified at tho success of two candidates from 
tho school. 

275. Chittagong Division. — There has been an increase of two in the numbpr of 
middle schools, and of 394 in tho number of pupils attending them. 

270. Middle Vernacular Schools. — There were 60 schools of this class with 2,079 pupils 
at the end of the year, against 64 schools with 2,424 pupils in the, previous year, giving an 
increase of two schools and 252 scholars for tho yoar. Tho increase in the number of pupils 
•is attributed by tho Inspector to tho advanced pathsala boys continuing their studies in the 
middle schools, and ho expects a larger accession of pupils from this source in future 
years. 

277. Vernacular Scholarship Examination. —Tho statistics of this examination are given 
in the following table : — . 


Districts. 

Number 

(U 

competing 

schools. 

Number 

of 

candidates 

who 

appeared. | 

NUMUKJl TAtJBKD IN TI1E 

: 

Total. 

Number of 
scholar- 
ships 
obtains!. 

First 

B division. 

Soooftd 

division. 

Third 

division. 

Chittagong 

Noakholly ... * 

Tipperah 

Total 

17 

20 

19 

40 

5G 

51 

4 

12 

* 10 

14 

! 20 

20 

18 

32 

30 

5 

7 

7 

50 

140 


. 20 | 00 

80 * 

10 


In the previous year 44 schools sent up 138 candidates, of whom 83 passed. In order 
to restore to the vernacular scholarship certificate tho value it had when it admitted the 
holder to the pleadersliip examination, the Inspector recommends that those alone who 
gain tho certificate should be considered qualified for subordinate posts in tho service of 
Government. • • . • 


278. Middle English .Schools.— Tho number of these was 36, tiho §ame as last yoar, 
but the attendance has rison froni 1,662 to 1,804, showing an increase of 142 pupils. 

. 279! Minor Scjiolantep Examination. - Tho following Jable gives the results for the 


three districts : — 



• 





. . 

* 

— 

■ - ... 


— - — y 


Number 

NumbcN 

of 

Number passed in tjik | 

Total. 

Number 

of 

icholarships 

obtained. 

# • 

Districts. 

• 

• of 

computing 

schools. 

» 

candidates 

who 

appeared. 

First 

division. 

• 

Second 

division. 

( Third j 
division- | 

Chittagong 

Noakholly 

Tipperah 


' 

4 

1 

5 

11 

4 

10 

i 

3 

1 

1 

4 

0 

2 

3 

7 

3 

10 . 

1 

1 

3 


Total 

2 

10 

31 

3 

0 

11 

20 

6 

— 5^ 
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In the previous year 45 candidates appeared, and 34 passed. “ The result,” says the 
Inspector, “is not very creditable to Chittagong and Noakholly. The so-called middle 
English schools are, with a few exceptions, vernacular schools, in which ten or a dozen boys 
read English. The services of competent teachers cannot be secured for the small salaries 
which the aided schools are able to give, and consequently inferior men are employed. The 
Puttiali and Feringhi Bazar schools aro the only real good middlo English schools in the 
Chittagong district. None of the aided schools in Noakholly were able to send up candi- 
dates, those who appeared being all from tho unaidod station school. The Doputy Inspector 
says that its success may be accounted for from the fact that the successful students aro 
principally those who join it from the zillah school.” 

“ The result of the examination is creditable to Tipperah, the Annada school at Brah- 
manbaria being the only school in the Eastern circle which passed boys in the first division.” 

280. Tho Maniksuri Middle English School in the Hill Tracts has not improved sinoe 
last year. “ The number of pupils,” l)r. Robson writes, “ has fallen from 17 to 14, and their 
attendance is said by the Deputy Inspector to be extremejy irregular. Tho returns, how- 
ever, give a good average daily attendance The boys are all Mughs of the Mong Rajah’s 
clan ; nine of them road English and Bengali, and five Bengali only. They are paid 
Its. 2 a head for allowing themselves to be taught, but the progress made appears to be 
inconsiderable. From *the Deputy Inspector’s description, they appear to be a set of jolly 
boys, passionatoly fond of music though not of study. Tho Deputy Commissioner considers 
the school on its present footing to be sheer wasto of Government money. Tho proposal 
to transfer it to Roomali, where it will be under tho immediate supervision of the sub- 
divisional officer, will probably bo carried into effect in the current year.” 

281. Higher English Schools, — -.The number of these schools was tho same as in the 
previous year, but there has boon an increase of 128 in tho number of pupils. Tho statistics 
of the entrance examination aro given in tho following table : — 


Distkicth. 


S chuo Is. 


OhittiiKOiig 

Noakholly 

Tipperah 


$ ! Zilhih, Government 
\ . Albert, private 
} Zillah, Government 
f Zilliih, Government 
( Moirultuli, private 




Passed 

IS TIIE 

' 

Pupils. 

First 

division. 

Second 
div ision. 

Third 

division. 

Total. 

101 


3 

1 

4 

1 H 5 


.. ... 

1 

1 

18 (» 

... ^ 



3 

2 Vi 

2 

r> 

3 

10 

111 

1 

1 1 

1 

3 


Scholar- 

ships. 


3 


2 

2 

1 


282. “This result,” I)r. Robson writes, “is a great improvement on that of thoprovious 
year, when only ten candidates passed. Zillah schools depend to a large extent on the pupils 
sent to them from the middle schools of the district to continue their studies. Where these 
are numerous and efficient, as in Mymensingh, the zillah school nourishes. The middle 
sohools of Chittagong being neither numerous nor efficient, it is not to be expected that the zillah 
school should show any signs of extraordinary prosperity. It must he borne in miml, too, that 

Jt has to compete with a rival school which readily gives admission to disappointed candidates 
for promotion, and to fugitives from discipline. In the educational report for 1872-73 it is 
stated that ‘ Sir Cecil Beadon originally suggested, as tho zillah school-house was too small, 
and Government was not prepared to enlarge it, that tho fees at the zillah school should he 
raised so as to incite the peoplo to start a private school, and thus relievo the pressure for 
space at the zillah school. All this was duly carried out, and the opposition came into being, 
which is now represented by tho Albert School.’ If a similar course were adopted with 
regard to the zillah schools of Mymensingh and Burrisal, their prosperity would soon decline. 
If the circumstances of the ease he duly considered, it will appear that the head-inaster’s 
fitness for his post lias been called in question pu insufficient grounds. It was under his 
management that tho school attained its highest prosperity, and it does not. appear that ho has 
been responsible for its decline. At the last entrance examination it did very fairly, passim* 
four candidates, of svliom three were in the second division.*’ 

“ The Noakholly Zillah School is more prosperous now than it over w T as before. The 
attendance rose during the year c from 125 to 186. It passed three candidates at tho examina- 
tion, two of whom gainod junior scholarships.” 

“ Tho Comillah School came off with flying colors at tho last examination, passing all 
the candidates who were sent up. Under the present head-master it lias improved botn in 
attendance and in discipline.” * 

“ Tho unaided Mogultuli Sohool, which has an attendance of 144, passed three candi- 
dates at tho entrance, one of whom stood first in the Chittagong division.” 

283. On this portion of the Inspector’s report, the Commissioner remarks : — 

“Tho Inspector’s remarks as to the result of tho entrance examination are worth 
noting. It would seem that the head-master of the Government Sohool, Chittagong, is not 
deserving of censure for the decline of tho sohool ; in fact, the Inspector exonerates him from 



OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 


59 


much of the blamo recently imputed to him. As pointed out by the Inspector, the prosperity 
of the zillah school depends on the efficiency of the middle schools : as has boon poiuted out, 
a low standard being taught in the latter, the school at head-quarters suffers. Once induce 
a taste for something above a mere rudimentary education, and the efficiency of the zillah 
school is sure to increase.” # 

284. Patna Division. — English education is popular and flourishing; vernacular 
education languishes. Only one vernacular school, and that a Government school, has been 
openod in the whole division during the year. Of 10 aided schools, only seven teach the 
vernacular scholarship course. The Inspector attributes the decline of vernacular education 
to a special cause, namely the orders abolishing Urdu, in addition* to the general causes 
before mentioned. Tho Urdu language is in fact highly valued by tho most influential 
classes amongst tho Hindus no less than amongst tho Muhammadans ; and all who wish for 
Government employment, or for what they consider a polite education, desert tho schools 
and learn Urdu privately. 

285. Mr. Croft is in favor of encouraging the growth of a school literature written in 
a language which may bo expressed indifferently either in tho Nagri character or in tho 
Persian. Tho common literary language of Hindustan has . hitherto been split into two 
sections, called Hindi and Urdu, chiefly by the influence of national apd roligious intolerance. 
One class of writers confines itself to words of Sanskrit origin, .another to words of Persian 
origin. It is desirable, Mr. Croft thinks, to make an effort \o unite these two elements into 
one copious language," the common property of both Brahman and Mussulman. 

28(>. Tho Commissioner of Bhagulporo supports Mr. Croft’s views. Tho Commis- 
sioner of Patna thinks the task of altering the language of a great population a gigantic 
one; and points out that there are in fact many languages, each extending over large areas, 
and each differing from tho other and from the literary language. But I do not understand 
Mr. Croft’s object to be tho improvement of tho spoken language up to tho level of tho 
literary stylo : this would ho impossible in Behar as in Somersetshire. It is rather to 
simplify while enriching the literary language, to liavo one current literary language rather 
than two, and to reduce the difference between Hindi and Urdu to a difference) of character 
mostly. The whole question is under separate consideration. 

287. Tho vernacular education that exists is of satisfactory quality. Tho following 
table shows the results of the scholarship examination of 1874. 


Districts. 

Number of 
middle vernacular 

Number 

Number of 

Number 

Number of 
scholarships 


schools. 

competing. 

candidates. 

paused. 

gained. 

Patna 

13 

10* 

, 0* 

67 

6 

Shahabad 

16 

16* 

70 

49 

0 

Gya 

10 

15* 

70 

JO 

8 

Sarun 

16 

13 

96 

67 

8 

t huinparun 

3 

2 

9 

2 


Tii hoot 

33 

26 

215 

148 

11. 


— 

— 

» 

— 

— 

Total 

91 

82 


363 

39 

% 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chumparun is 

extremely backward ; it has 

one Govermnent 

and one private school J 


tho whole district. An application has been mado to Government for an increase of tho 
number of middle schools. In the double district of Tirhoot the 21 middle schools main- 
tained without fees by* the Dnrbhunga Itaj largely increase the quantity of middle 
vernacular education. All the other districts are much on a level as regards vernacular 
education, and in all the results are so good, says the Inspector, “ as hardly to be beaten in 
any division of Bengal.” Tho only cause of complaint is its deficient quantity. 

288. Tho middle English schools were tof^ted by the minor scholarship examination 
with the following results : — * * 


t DlBTBlCT9. 

Number of 
middle Knglisli • 
schools. 

Number of 
competing 
schools. 

Number of can- 
didates. 

Number, passed. 

• 

Scholarship! 

gained. 

Pama 

9 

2 

6 

6 


4 

shahabad >. 

11 

' 6 

23 

23 


5 

Gya ’* ... 

4 

1 

3 

* a 


2 

• Sarun 

1 

1 

x 

1 

• s 

1 

Chumparun 

2 





1 

i 

Tirhoot 

9 

7 

34 

29 



Total 

J * 36 

16 

07 

61 

1 



— 


*— 

— 

- 
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Id Patnji one pathsala competed, in Shahabad two and in Gya five. 
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The schools in the Shahabad district were the most successful. The Tirhoot aided schools 
are doing very well ; a larger proportion competed than in any other district, and a larger 
total number passed. The English schools of Patna and of Gya, with the exception of 
Dinaporo aided school in Patna district, are new and not yet strong. Sarun and Chumparun 
have only three English schools between them, one being the Motihari zill ah school, lately 
reduced to the middle class'. 

289. Higher English Schools . — The following table gives the result of the entranoo 
examination for last year : — 




Entrances 

candidates. 

Passed in the 

Scholar- 

Government 

expenditure. 

Total 

expenditure. 

Schools. 

Pupils. 

First 

division. 

Second 

division. 

Third 

division. 

ships 

gained. 







• 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Patna Collegiate ... 

513 

39 

1 

10 

6 

9 

5,089 

17,159 

Arrah zillah 

296 

8 

... 

2 

3 

3 

2.105 

7,472 

Gya „ 

' 288 

10 

... 

... 

1 

1 

2.41ft 

5,753 

Chupra *... 

266 

4 


1 

1 

2 

* 2.941 

10,590 

Mozufferpore 

227 

3 


... 

3 

3 

1,471 

7,162 

Behar aided 

125 

6 


... 

1 

« 

988 

4,665 

Murad pore, private 

87 

17 



1 



1,276 


Arrali school again comes first, with five candidates passed out of eight. Four of 
them afterwards joined the Patna College, an unusual circumstance, showing the increasing 
value set upon high education in that district. Gya school shows the largest increase in 
numbers, but did badly in the examination, the chief failures being in English ; it suffered 
from three changes of masters during the year. Chupra school has done woll for many years 
past ; last year not so woll as usual. In this school, as in Arrali and Gya, cricket and other 
gymnastics have been introduced, and have become popular. 

Mozufferpore school sent up three candidates out of a class of 20; all passed. The 
numbor of candidates should have been greater ; but tho establishment has been hardly equal 
to its requirements, and proposals for adding considerable strength to it are now under 
consideration. 

290. Tho finances of all theso schools are flourishing Tho expenditure, however, 
varies considerably. In the Patna Collegiate School, which may be taken as a standard, tho 
yearly cost of educating each pupil is Rs. of which Government contributes just Its. 10 

In tho zillah schools tho total expenditure varies from Its. 20 in Gya to Its 30-18 in 
Chupra: and the Government expenditure from its. (5-8 in Mozufferpore to Its. 11 in 
ChuprjL Tho oxpendituro in tho latter school seems to need revision. In Gya the estab- 
lishment needs strengthening, and next yeaf will probably show an incroaso in expenditure. 

* 291. The Inspector puts forward the following proposals for making all candidates for 

promotion to tho second class of a zillah school pass the minor scholarship examination. In 
this ho is supportod by the Comxiissioner, but I have shown reasons why I consider the 
proposal Unnecessary. “ By recent orders of Government the minor scholarship course 
includes oonsiderablo elementary science. A boy ,has to take up two out of the three 
subjects — chemistry, botany, and natural philosophy. If he goos oji to the zillah school, he 
will have to road physical geography for the entranco examination. But if he begins his 
education in tho zillah school, the last subject is all he will have to learn in science through- 
out his school course. Boys in middle schools, therefore, besides the fact of inferior teaching, 
will bo to a certain extent handicapped for the entrance examination, compared with zillah 
schoolboy^. They will have more sc!cnc6 to loarn and less time to give to English. 
There will therefore be a tendency *to desert the middle schools of. the district for tho zillah 
1 schools, in %hioh tho course is easier. This is one reason why I think it advisable to make 
all candidates for promotion to the second class of a zillah school pass the minor scholarship 
examination. There aro other reasons no less weighty. It would sottlo the difficult question # 
of promotion. In many cases failure in the entrance examination arises from an unequal 
'• first class, boys having boon promoted from class to class who ought to have Jieon kept back. 
Such boys are a drag on the wholo class. It would test tho capacity of the lower teachers ; 
it would require the head-master, for his own credit, to pay attention to tho classes 'below 
those which he was immediately concerned in getting ready for tho entranco. The examin- 
ation (except for the English papers) ‘being carried* on in the vernacular, it would ensure that 
every boy who passed had a sufficient knowledge of his own language to be able to write 
answers rapidly and grammatically on various subjects. Tho vernacular is now taught in 
all zillah schools, but there is no inducement to excel in it ; and in the third class nearly all 
boys desert it for a classical language.” 
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292. Bhaoui/pur Division. — The following table shows the expenditure in different 
classes of schools : — , 



From 

Government. 

From private 
sources. 


Cost per head. 

Cost per head 

Government and Aided Schools. 

Total. 

To 

Government. 

Altogether. 

in unaided 
schools. 


Its. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

i 

Rs. 

l 

Its. 

Us. 

Middle Vernacular 

Middle English 

Higher „ 

4,738 

5,030 

11,733 

1,641 

9.285 

20,740 

6,379 

14,315 

32,173 

47 . 

8'8 

120 

j 

I 

118 

9*4 
• 190 


293. For English education the people aro willing to pay double the amount of the 
Government contribution. But the Government system of vernacular education is by no 
means valued, private payments being only one-third of the Government contribution. The 
model vernacular schools are unpopular ; and though .the teaching is good, they mako little 
progress from year to year. . 

’ 294 In middle vernacular schools there is little increase. There are 23 Government 

schools with 1,001 pupils, and three unaided with 120 pupils. This shows au increase of 
throe schools and 98 pupils. In Government schools Bhagulpur district has lost 140 pupils, 
Monghyr gained GO, and Purneah gained 100. 

295. The following table gives tho rosult of the vernacular scholarship examina- 


tion : — 

Districts. 

Bhngulpur ... 
Monghyr ... 
Purneah 

Sontliftl Pcrgunnahs 
Total 


Number of 

Number of 

N umber 

Number 

N umber 

r 

middle verna- 
cular schools. 

competing 

schools. 

of 

candidates. 

passed. 

ot 

scholarships. 

7 

6 

36 

35 

7 

10 

10 

32 

27 

7 

7 

4 

24 

10 

0 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 



— 

— * • 

— 

— 

20 

22 

95 

74 

22 



— 

— 

— 

— 


In all 74 passed, against 90 tho year before. The Bhagulpur schools stand in the 
hi chest rank of excellence; every candidate passed. Monghyr is not far behind. In «»oh of 
these districts only one school failed to compote, all the rest were successful. The quality of 
middle vernacular education is therefore quite satisfactory. In. Bhagulpur one boy passed 
after gaining a primary scholarship only four mouths before. In Monghyr the Muhammad- 
noro E patbsala passed a candidate who would have got a scholarship had he not been dis- 
mialificd by age. In tbe Sontlial Pergunnalis only two of the four scholarships were taken 
up • the other two wero given to deserving boys in Bhagulmir and m Monghyr. In 
Purneah nine Government schools wore originally sanctioned ; it has been found nossiblo. 
however, to establish only five. The practising school- attached to the Purneah Normal School 
rassed three candidates and gained two scholarships ; this school has no separate staff, but is 
taught altogether by tho normal schoolmasters. An application for a separate establishment 

has been sent up. 

*296 The Inspector recommends f<*>r Bhagulpur division, as for Patna, the reintroduc- 
tion of Hindustani ' inttf Government schools, and tho use of school-books capablo of being 
printed in both characters. Ho further proposes, in ordor to make the schools popular the 
addition of an elementary English class, upon the grant-in-aid principle, to all schools where 
Se inhabitants are willing to pay half the cost of the tether, Government contnbutmg the 
other half. The Commissioner thinks this a very goad idea. . 

297 In middle English schools there is an increase of five unaided with 124 pupils. 
The total number on 31st March 1875 was 21 schools (nine of which were Government 
schools)' ‘and 824 boys. .The following table shows tho ^ result ,ot tho minor scholarship 

examination : — 

dumber of 


DI8TJICT8. 

bhagulpur 
Monghyr ... 
Purneah 

Sonthal PorgunnahS 


Total 


• t 

Number of 
middle Eng- 
lish schools. 

... # 7 
2 

4 

... 21 


competing 

scWxils. 

3 

1 
1 

2 


Number , Number 
candidates. passed. 


18 

1 

1 

8 


16 

1 

1 

4 

21 


Number 

of 

scholarships. 

4 
1 
1 
3 
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In all 21 passed ; 17 the year before. Bhagulpur is again conspicuously successful. 
The Barari unaided school sent 10 candidates, nine of whom passed, and two gained scholar- 
ships. No other private school competed in any district. Of the aided schools in 
Bhagulpur and Sonthal Pergunnahs two competed out of three, in Monghyr one out of two, 
and in Purneah one out of tour. Two of the three Monghyr scholarships were not taken 
up ; they were awarded to the most deserving boys in other districts in the Patna division'. 

298. Higher English Schools .— There is a zillah school in each district, two aided schools 
in the Sontkai Pergunnahs, and one private school in Monghyr ; total seven, with 957 pupils, 
against 945 the year before. The following was the result of the entrance examination : — 


Schools. 

Pupils. 

Entrance 

cundidatos. 

Passed it the. 

Scholar- 

ships 

gained. 

Govern- 
ment ex- 
penditure. 

Total ex- 
pendit urc. 

First 

division. 

Second 

division. 

Third 

division. 



* 





Rs. 

Rs. 

Bhagulpur zillah 

482 

23 


2 

7 

4 

2,904 

11,030 

Monghyr „ ... 

205 

7 



2 

3 

6 

. 2,955 

7,288 

Purneah „ 

112 






2,259 

3,317 

Deoghur „ 

54 * 

4 



1 

i 

2.745 

3,405 

Pakour aided 

62 

0 



1 

1 










[ 078 

0,818 

Mohosporo .. 

50 






) 


Baptist Mission, private 

78 

<12 



l 

1 

• 


1,473 


Considering its numbers, the Monghyr school is the most successful in this division. 
The pupils of the Bhagulpur school increased by 90 during the year, and the classes, 10 in 
numbor, have become so overcrowded and unwieldy that the greatest care is needed to keep 
the boys in each class at nearly the same lovol of attainments. Tho Purneah school is still 
at tho lowest lovel in numbers and in quality ; it is said to have made good progress under the 
present hoad-mastor. Of Deoghur school no report was received. 

The total cost of educating each pupil in a zillah school increases from Rs. 22-10 in 
Bhagulpur to Rs. 63 in Deoghur. The cost to Government increases, in tho same order, 
from Rs. 6 in Bhagulpur to lts. 51 in Deoghur. 

299. Orissa Division. — Middle Vernacular Schools . — The number of schools and of 
pupils attending them is shown in the fellowing tablo : — 


Districts. 

Government Schools. 

Aided Schools. 

Unaided Schools. 

Total. 

Number of 
schools. 

Number of 
pupils. 

Number of 
schools. 

Number of 
* pupils. 

Number of 
sclwxds. 

Number of 
pupils. 

Number of 
sch(X)ls. 

1 

Number of 
pupils. 

Cuttack 

4 

1 09 

6 

225 



10 

394 

Fooreo 

8 

290 ( 

5 

257 

1 

32 

14 

585 

Balasoro ... v ... 

3 

130 „ 

9 

343 

3 

02 

15 

505 

Total 

.a ! 

15 

505 

20 

825 

1 ■ 4 

1 

39 

1,544 


Remarks. 


Of tho 1,544 children in these schools, nine wero in tho upper stage of progress, 546 in 
the middle stage, and 989 in the primary stage; 1,320 of them were Hindus, 134 Muham- 
madans, and 90 Christians. 


300. , The entire cost of the 15 Goyerqment schools was Rs. 3,506, of which the State 
contributed Rs. 3,057 and' tho people Rs. 419 Tho cost of tho 20 aided schools was 
, R s. 6,930, of which Che State contributed Rs. 3,162 and the people Rs. 3,768. 

301. In Cuttaok thero is a greater demand for English* than for vernacular education, 
on account of tho prospective advantages a knowledge of English holds out. The schools of 
this olass are reported to be making fair progress, ^except^t places whero there are inefficient 

; teachers. * ' 

302. The Joint Inspector says: — “There is no dearth of qualified men to take up 
teaoherships of vernacular schools, but district committees and managers of aided Schools, 
with whom their appointment solely rests, have not generally the means at their command 
to compare the merits of candidates »for teaoherships. Honce it not unfrequently happens 
that the best men are rejected in favor of others known to the committees or managers.” 
Under recent orders Inspectors will now have a stronger voice in filling up vacancies in 
Government sohoola, and Mr. Hopkins is of opinion that appointments in aided schools ought 
to be vested in them absolutely. 
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303. Vcrnqpular Scholarship Examination . — The following table gives the result of the 
examination for the last two years : — 


Districts. 

1878-74. 

1871-76. 

Number of 
candidates. 

Number 

parsed. 

Number of 
scholarships 
awarded. 

Number of 
candidates. 

Number 

passed. 

Number of 
acholarahips 
awarded. 

Cuttack 

28 

19 

5 

41 

28 

4 

Pooreo 

16 

8 

6 

20 

18 

4 

UaUsore 

88 

19 

4 

| 

32 

23 

4 

Total ... 

82 

46 

14 

93 * 

09 

12 


The result of the examination in 1875 was hotter than that for the previous year. On 
the course prescribed for this examination the Joint- Inspector remarks : — “ The change made 
two years ago in the subjects of examination had a marked effect in lowering the status of 
middle class schools; but this subject has reoeived the attention of Government, and under 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s Minute dated 3rd May, the standard has been raised. It is to be 
hoped that in future there will bo no complaint on this ground.” 

304. Middle English Schools. — There were 15 schools of this class at the end of the year, 
14 being aided .sohools with 787 pupils, and one unaidod with 08 pupils. These 885 pupils 
consisted of 216 Christians, 592 Hindus, 77 Muhammadans ; • 12 belonging to the upper 
classes, 414 to the middle, and 408 to tho lower, while the parentage of 51 wob unknown. In 
progress 12 were in the upper stage, 276 in the middle stage, and 597 in the lower stago. 

305. There has been a gain of two schools and a loss of 25 pupils during tho year, 
which is thus oxplainod by the Inspector Last year’s figures included a flourishing sohool 
at Cuttack, which is the best school of the kind in the division, viz., tho Cuttack Anglo-Urdu 
School. But sinco tho close of the last official year tho manager of that school has refused to 
receive grant-in-aid, and the school has now become a private ono ; and as no returns wore 
furnished, it is not included in our returns. Another private school has also been started in 
the town of Cuttack and promises fair success. Taking these two schools into account, the 
actual increaso m tho number of sohools and studonts attending them would bo 4 aud 165 
respectively.” 

300. The total expenditure upon 10 schools with 568 pupils in the Cuttack district 
was Us. 8,436, to which the State contributed Rs. 3,421 ; in thb two schools in the Pooree 
district with 84 pupils the expenditure was Rs. 1,349, of which Government contributed 
lts. 612; and in the three schools with 233 pupils in tho Balasore district the Government 
contributed Rs. 864 to a total expenditure of Rs. 2,287. 

307. The Inspector thinks there has been some improvement in thoso schools during 
tho year, but that generally they are not as efficient as they ought to be.. One ohange he 
looks upon as most necessary bofore any permanent improvement, can be effected, viz., the 
vesting in tho Inspector oi all appointments of teachers in aided schools. That might bring 
about some improvement, but tho groat drawback to the elevation of these schools is the 
low scale of salaries they are obliged to adopt. The Joint-Inspector says “ My experience, 
short though it is, leads me to suppose that there i# much truth in the popular observation 
that people who are of no use in any other place generally take appointments in aided 

schools & Minor Scholarship Examination. — For this examination there were 41 candidates, 
of whom 31 passed, against 26 candidates and 19 passed in thfe previous year. Thgso figures 

indicate fair progress „ ’ ,, ... , 

309. Higher English Schools. — The only schools of this class wore the three zmali 
schools at Cuttack, Pooree, and' Balasore, and two private schools, St Joseph’s School at 
Balasore, and the Cuttack Urdu School, which was converted a short time ago from a middle 
class aided school into an unaided higher school. Tho school department oi the high school 
at Cuttack had at the close of the year 234 boys on the rolls, against 216 in the previous 
vear : it has a net grant of Rs 3,000 from Government, and the fees collected amounted to 
Rs 4 461 : the expenditure was Rs. 7,282. In the two zillah soh6ols.at J’oorce and Balasore 
there was an increase of eight in the number of pupils, afid the total number of boys on the 
rolls of the three Government schools was 494, consisting of 454 Hindus, 22 Muhammadans, 
J7 Christians, and one oth«r. These were divided into 14 bovs belopgmg to the uppor classes, 
442 to tho middle, and 38 to the lower. Of the difficulties fn the way of the extension of 
education, the Joint-Inspeotor sayfet— “OiA deplorable circumstance connected with these 
and other school# in Orissa is that they have not the sympathy Bf most of the wealthy 
residents Our sohools aro supposed to be nothiftg better or worse than nurseries for training 
Government servants, and school' education is supposed to fit a man for 'nothing else than 


Oio. Junior Schalarship Examination.— Twenty-'. c 

nation— 15 from Cuttack, 6 from Pooree, and 2 from Balasore. Of the Cuttack boys 
q ranged 8 in the third division and 1 in the second: both the candidates trom 
Balasore passed, and all the .Pooree boys failed. Tho head-master of the Pooree school 
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attributed the failure to the bad material he had ; but he ought not to hava allowed the boys 
to go up to the examination unless lie was satisfied that there was a reasonable probability of 
their passing. The division has an allotment of ten junior scholarships, but only 4 of the 11 
oandidates who passed could be elected junior scholars, as only two candidates had 
passed the preliminary examination in surveying and physical geography The District 
sommittee were not satisfied with the interpretation of the rules under which only four 
Ccholarships were awarded, and claimed that at least half of the ten scholarships should be 
awarded to candidates who had not passed in surveying and physical geography. Mr. 
Atkinson, however, felt himsolf precluded under rule 10 from awarding more than four 
scholarships to the division, in consequence of only two candidates having passed the prelimi- 
nary examination. 

311. Chota Nagpur. — Middle Schools. — Compared with other divisions' secondary 
education is backward, but the Inspector reports that the progress made during the last few 
years is encouragitit. 

312. The middle vernacular schools in the division at the end of the year were 13 
Government, 13 aided and 1 unaided school: containing in the aggregate 1,704 pupils : of 
whom 1,065 were Hindus, 107 Mussulmans, 440 Kols, 13 Tamarias, and 139 others. 

313. The number of middle English schools was 20 with 1,060 pupils, of whom 283 
were Christians, 692 Hindus, 57 Muhammadans, 9 Kols, 3 Tamarias, and 1 bothers. 

314. The Chaibassa school has been reduced from a higher to a middle English school, 
“but the change,” says Mr. Woodrow, “is regretted by tho District Committee and by 
Mr. Clarke and myself. As boys in these districts will not go elsewhere for education, the 
reduction to a lower standard absolutely takes away the chief use of minor and vernacular 
scholarships.” 

315. Higher English Schools.—* The three Government schools at Hazareebagh, Ranchi, 
and Purulia contained on their rolls 345 pupils at the end of the year, of whom 11 were 
Christians, 298 Hindus, 28 Muhammadans, 7 Kols, and one other. The aided higher school 
at Pandra, which is supported by Rani Hingan Kumari, contained 84 boys, of whom 
82 were Hindus, and 2 Muhammadans. One boy passed the entrance examination from the 
Hazareebagh school, and two passed from the Ranchi school, both of whom obtained 
scholarships. 

316. SUPERIOR INSTRUCTION. — Having passed the University entrance examin- 
ation, students are admissible to colleges and high schools affiliated to the University in Arts, 
in which they enter upon a course of study extending over two years. The subjects of this 
oourse are prescribed by the University, and form the standard of the examination known as 
the first examination in arts. After passing this examination, students enter upon a further 
course extending^ over two years, the subjects of which are also prescribed by tho University, 
and form the standard cj£ the B.A. degree examination. The number of Government 
institutions which receive matriculated students and carry them through the entiro course 
for the B.A. degree, or up to the standard only of the first examination in arts, is the same 
as last year. The complete course can be taken up only at the Presidency College and the 
collegos at Ilooghly, Dacca, and Patna, tha other six institutions being limitod to tho course 

..laid down for the first examination in arts. During tho four years preceding that undor 
report there had been a gradual decline in the number of students in attendance at the 
Government colleges and high schools, from 958 in 1871 to 803 in 1874 ; but tho returns 
for the prfsbnt year show that tbe causes of this decline in numbers have partly ceased to 
operate. The strength of the* classes in tb«Bo institutions has increased from 803 in 1874 
to # 85L in 1875, the recovery during this year being equal to the loss in tho precoding year. 
This recovory is due to the decrease in the number of admissions vo the engineering classes, 
and to the change in the University regulations in medicine, whereby the first examination 
in arts has been substituted for the entrance examination as a qualification for admission 
to the licentiate class at the Medical College. The admissions to the engineering classes in 
June 1874 were 89, and in June of tho current session they were 69 ; the admissions to the 
Medical College were 138 in 1874, against 17 in 1875. The Civil Service classes, which 
during the preceding two years had attracted a considerable ‘number of undergraduate 
students, have now p^actioally ceased to exist. It is highly probable that the strength of 
the arts classes in Government oolleges will next year show a further recovery. 

317. The aided colleges are five in numbep, as last ,y ear, and in these institutions the 
attendance has increase^ in a greater portion than in Government institutfons. In the aided 
colleges there had been a gradual decline in iyimber from 413 in 1870 to 2$0 in 1874 ; but 
the losses of the last two years have been made up in tbe present year, and the number of 
students, 362 in 1875, is an increase of 29 per oent. on tho number in 1874. 

318. The total ninpber of undorgraduates iif attendance at the Government and aided 
oolleges is now 1,213. being an increase of 12 per cent, on the number in 1874, tho increase 
in Government colleges being 6 per cent, and in aided colleges 29 per cent. 

319. It may be interesting to determine approximately, from the number of admissions 
that have taken place into thq first and third-year olasses of the general and professional 
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colleges, how many students in the present year stopped short in their educational oareer after 
reaching the entranoe and first arts standards respectively. The number of candidates passed 
in Bengal at the last entrance examination was 702, of whom 2 were teachers and 10 were 
private students, who do notordinarily seek admission to college classes. The admissions to 
the first-year general classes of the Government and aided colleges in January amounted to 
482, and to the first-year class of the engineering department of the Presidency College in 
June to 66, or a total of 548. There are, moreover, four private institutions, with classes for 
the first examination in arts, from which no returns are received, and the number of 
undergraduates admitted to these in January would probably be about 60; so that out of a total 
of 690 who might have been expected to take up a higher course of studies, it appears that 
about 82, or 12 per cent., have not found it possible or convenient to extend their studies 
beyond the course prescribed for schools. For reasons which will be given below, the result of 
the first examination in arts in December last was most disastrous in Bengal, there being a 
total only of 144 successful candidates. The passed candidates at this examination were 
admissible to the third-year classes of general colleges and to the first-year classes in engi- 
neering and medicine; and it appears that 116 have joined the former and 20 the latter. 
Hence only eight of these students have found ifr impossible to continue their studies 
further. # 

* 320. The # statistics of attendance and expenditure in the general colleges, Government 

and aided, are subjoined : — 


Statement of Attendance in the Colleges for General Education . 


COLLEGES, GENERAL. • 

Monthly 

fee. 

Number on the Koli.8 at tub end op the Ybar 

• 

1871. 

1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

1875. 

Government— 

Rs. 






Presidency College 

12 

405 

442 

385 

353 

, 350 

Sanskrit „ 

5 

20 

23 

20 

20 

25 

Hooghly „ 

B 

152 

142 

120 

93 

113 

Dacca „ 

5 

112 

102 

124 

110 

130 

Krishiiftvrhur „ 

5 

116 

90 

B2 

40 

01 

Berhampore „ 

B 

41 

21 

24 

20 

25 

Pfttna „ 

B 

84 

79* 

• 97 1 

92 

90$ 

Cuttack High School 

3 

22 

19 

14 

17 

20 

Midnnpur „ 

B 



12 

13 

12 

Bauloan „ ... 

3 




27 

25 

Total 


958 

924 

854 

80S 

851 

Aided— 




• 



St. Xavier’s College, Calcutta 

6 

30 - 

30 

31 i 

39 

45 

Free Church „ 

6 

120 

107 

108 

~ 74 

99 

General Assembly’s „ ,» 

6 

02 

89 

• 74 

80 

104 

Cathedral Mission „ „ 

B 

131 

93 

74 

00 

75 

London Mission College, Bhowanipore 

5 

45 

32 

18 

27 

39 

Total 


394 

857 

305 

280 

882 

Grand total 


1,862 

1.281 . 

1,159 

1,083 

1.213 



• 








* Inclusive of four out-studonts. 
t J >iito of seven ditlo. 

X Ditto of ten ditto. 


Statement of Expenditure in the Colleges for General Education . 



Average 

daily 

attendance. 

Expenditure in 1874-75 

Cost pbr annum op each STuAtNT. 

Colleges, General. 

From State 
funds. 

From 
fees, Ac. 

Total. 

From State 
funds. 

From 
foes, Ao. 

Total. 

Government— 

Presidency College 

Sanskrit „ 

, Hooghly „ ’ ... 

Dacca », 

Krishn^ghur „ 

Berhampore „ ... 

Patna ., V. 

Cuttack High School 

Midnapur „ „ 

Bauleah „ „ • 

* Total ... 

Aided-— • 

St. Xavier’s College, Calcutta... 

Free Church „ *• 

General Assembly’s „ >• 

Cathedral Mission „ . » . 

London Mission College, Bhowanipore 

Total ... | 

Grand total 

— j 

. 300 

28 

79 

105 
• 89 

17 

64 

14 

J* # 

Rs. 

57.063 

13,320 

33,171 

20,176 

15,997 

18,944 

33,413 

4,835 



Its. 

► • 

49,234 
995 • 
0,081 
7.477 
2,648 
1,330 
5,020 
708 
4,200 
6,494 

Rs. 

1,06,297* 
14,315 
89.252 
27,053 
18,045 
20,274 
e 38,433 
5,003 
4,200 
6.494 

Rs. 

. 1*> 

SI 

• 192 

• 410 

. 1.114 

622 

845 

a 

Rs. 

• 

164 

48 

70* 

71 

68 

78* 

78 

55 

525 

306 

Rs. 

354 

622 

400* 

203 

478 

1,192* . 
600 

400 

525 

506 

664 

1,96,91^ 

83,247 

2,80,106 

2901 

125* 

{ 422 

# 30 

64 

* 09 

64 

2° 

3.600 
. 5,520 
4,200 
5.400 
2,277 

14,172 

10,920 

11,520* 

20,602 

9,851 

17,772 

22,440 

10,622 

26,002 

12,128 

100 

80 

00* 

84 

114 

394 j 
264* 
164* j 
822 

492 

494 

850* 

225 

406 

604 

253 

20,997 

72,867 

93,864 

83 

288 

871 

917 

l 

2,17,916 

1,66,114 

3,74,030 

238 

' "l70 

| 406 


SUPERIOR 

univoTiov. 


17 
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321. Last year tho State contribution to the expenditure in Government colleges 
amounted to Its. 1,79,911; this year it amounted to Rs. 1,96,919, being an increase of 
Rs. 17,008. There was a decrease of State expenditure of Rs. 9,802 at the Presidency 
College, and of Rs. 3,807 and Rs. 2,866 at the Dacca and Krislaaaghur colleges, or an aggre- 
gate deorease of Rs. 15,9.75 at these three colleges. At tho Hooghly College there was an 
increase of State expenditure amounting to Rs. 31,206. owing to tho transfer of the Mohsin 
Endowment Fund, by which the college had been previously almost exclusively maintained, to 
purely Muhammadan educational purposes in various parts of Bengal, and making the college 
a charge on the general fund for education. The difference between the increase of State 
expenditure at the Hooghly College and the decrease in the expenditure at Presidency, 
Dacca, and Krishnaghur colleges amounts to Rs. 15,231, and the dilferonco betwoen this and 
Rs. 17,008, tho increase of State expenditure in all the oolleges, is due to the slight variations 
in the expenditure of the other colleges for the year. The decrease in the State expenditure 
at the Presidency, Dacca, and Krishnaghur colleges was due to the employment of graded 
officers drawing lower salaries than in the previous year, and to the diminution of the staff 
of ^the Presidency College by one fourth grade officer. 

322. First Examination in AIits. — This examination takes place two years after 
matriculation, the subjects of examination being English, a classical language, history, 
mathematics, logic, anjl chemistry or psychology. At tho examination in # December 1874 
thore were 533 candidates, against 539 in tho preceding year ; and of these, 193 passed, 18 being 
placed in the first division 78 in the secoud, and 97 in the third. The percentage of success- 
ful candidates was 36, against 56 in the previous year. In explanation of this unfavorable 
result, the report of the Syndicate says: — 

“ There was nothing exceptional in tho character of the questions set, and it would seem 
that the unfavorable result must bb mainly duo to the incompetence or want of application 
of the candidates. This explanation is borne out by the fact that in the subject of history, 
where there is a fixed text-book, and only 25 per cent, of the marks to bo gained for a pass, 
no less than 159 candidates failed to gain the minimum pass-marks.” 

323. The candidates for this examination are drawn mainly from Bengal and the North- 
West Provinces, the percentage for this year being 78 from Bengal and 13 from tho North- 
West Provinces- In 1878. 51 per cent, of tho candidates from Bengal were successful, and 60 
per cent, of the candidates from the North-West Provinces. In the following year Bengal 
passed 34 per cent, and the North-West Provinces 37 por cent., being a decrease of 20 in tho 
percentage of those passod from Bengal and of 23 in the percentage passed from the North- 
West Provinces. The percentage of passed candidates from the Punjab was 78, but only 14 
candidates appeared. In all periodical examinations for which thcro is no fixed body of 
examiners there mu® necossarily bo slight variations from year to yoar in tho standard for 
passing, but theiT> aro practical difficulties in India in the appointment of permanent boards 
of examiners which cannof bo overcomo. ‘ At the last F. A. examination all the examiners 
were mon of experience iii tho conduct of University examinations ; and it is believed that 
the explanation of tho failure put forward by the Syndicate has been generally endorsed by 
the heads of institutions from which candidates came up. 

324. The candidates sent up to the examination from Bengal numberod 417, against 
*418 in the previous year; and of these, 144 passed, 14 being placed in the first division, 58 in 
second, and 72 in tho third. 

325. The following tablo shows tho distribution of the successful candidates : — 

First Arts Examination , December 1874. 

Numb kb passed in the 





r" 



Colleges. 

Candidates. 

First 

division. 

Second 

divisiou. 

Third 

division. 

Total. 

Government Colleges, 






Presidency College 

Ill 

8 

14 

18 

40 

Sanskrit „ 

7 



a 

2 

, Hooghly „ 

... . 37 

2 

5 

8 

15 

Dacca # *... 

Krishnaghur „ 

40 


4 

7 

11 

21 

... 

n 

6 

6 

Berhauipore n „ 

8 

... 

3 

1 

4 

Patna „ 

37 

1 

8 

6 

15 

Medical „ ' 

4 


• 

1 

1* 

Cuttack High School .. 

7 

... 

2 c 


2 

Midnapur „ „ ... * 

7 

1 

1 

i 

3 

Baulcah ,, „ ... 

6 

... .. 




Aided Colleges. 


• 


i 


General Assembly’s dolle^o 

29 


3 

6 tr 

8 

Free Church . „ 

17 r 


& 

4 

9 

Cathedral Mission „ 

26 

... 

3 

2 

6 

St. Xavier’s „ 

3 

... 

... 

2 

2 

Loudon Mission College, Bhowanipore 6 


* 2 

2 

4 

Unaided Colleges. 


« 




La Martinicre College .. 

3 

V 

* 1 

l 

2 

Seram pore „ 

... 6 

... 


. *... 

... 

Metropolitan Institution ... 

21 

3 

4 

2 

8 

Ex-Studeuts and teachers 

24 


2 

6 

7 

Total 

417 

14 

63 

72 

144 
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326. 

division in 


The following table shows the religions professed by the candidates, and tho 
which those who passed were placed 


.Decembbr 1874. 
Hindu* 

Muhammadan* 
Christian* ... 
Brahmist* ... 

Theists 

Deists 

Sikh* 


Fird Examination in Arts. 


Total 


Number of 
candidate*. 

. 368 

11 

11 

81 

13 

2 

i 


Number passed. 

, x. 

First Second Third Total^ 
division, division, division. 

II 49 67 117 

... 3 3 

14 2 7 

3 3 7 13 

* 2 4 

1 1 



14 


68 


72 


144 


327. The languages taken up in addition to English woro Sanskrit, Arabic Persian 
and Latin ; 393 candidates taking Sanskrit, 14 Arabio, 3 Persian, and 7 Latin. 

328. Candidates had the option of taking up psychology or chemistry to tho exami- 
nation, and 180 chose tho former and 237 tho latter. The collegos in Calcutta sent up 1 24 
candidates in chemistry and 107 in psychology, the Presidency Collegp contributing 33 1 and 
tho missionary collegos 57, to tho number of candidates in psychology. 

329. The failures were 187 in English, or 44 per ceut. of tho candidates registered ; 170 

in the second language, or 40 per cent. ; 141 in history, or 33 per ceut. ; 109 in mathematics 
or 26 per cent ; 90 in logio and chemistry, or 21 per cent. ; and 92 in logic and nsycholocv’ 
or 22 per cent. lJ bJ ’ 

330. Upon the result of this examinatiorf,.48 senior scholarships woro awarded, tenable 
for two years, in the third and fourth-year classes of general colleges, or in the first and 
second-year classes in medicine and engineering. The number of scholarships was reduced 
from 50 to 48, owing to'the transfer of two scholarships to Assam. 

331. Tho following list shows the distribution of the scholarships 


Senior Scholarships, 1875. 


Government Colleges— 


First Grade. 

Ks. 25 a month. 

Second Grade, 
Hs. 29 a month. 

Presidency College 


0 

9 

Hooghly 


2 

4 

Dacca „ 



4 

a 

l 

»> 

Patna „ 



Krishnaghur „ 



Berhamporo „ 



Cuttack High School 




Midnapur „ 

... • 

1 

" ... l 

Aided Colleges — 

Freo Church College 


• 

4 

London Mission College, Bhowanipore ... 

... 


1 

Unaided Colleges— 

La Martiniere College 



1 

4 

Metropolitan Institution 

• 

. “i 


Total 

10 

38 


. Twenty-six Scholars elected to hold their scholarships in tho Presidency College, four in tho 
Dacca Oollego, six in the Patna - College, six in the Hooghly College, and six i» the Free 
Church College. * 

332. Thirty-one of the scholars elected to take up the B or science course for rjic 
B.A. degree and 17 tho A or literature course. As was tho case last year, a larger pro- 
portion of scholars elected taking up the B course, and at the colleges at Dacca, Patna, and 
Ilooghly, that is tho only course which will in future bo taught, tho stalf of a mofussil 
college being too small to permit both courses to bo taken up. 

333. The four Duff University scholarships,, each worth Its. 15 a month, were .awarded 

as follows: — . » , 

• One scholarship, open 'to all colleges, for proficiency in languages to Devendra Nath 
Das • of the Presidency College ; ono open scholarship for proficiency in. mathematics, jointly 
to W. H. Thompson of the Hooghly College and Jogeudra Phundrti Rose of the Metropoli- 
tan Institution, who gained an equal /lumber jf marks. Tho scholarship set apart for compe- 
tition by students off the Free Church College for proficiency in all tl^p subjects of examina- 
tion was awarded to Navadwip Chandra Itry, and that for Europeans and Eurasians to 
G. Mcftfeto of the La Martiniere Colloge. 

334. B.A. Examination.— At the examination in January 1875 candidates for the 
first time had the option of being exmmined’in the A (literature) courso or in tho B (science) 
oourse. Tho number of' candidates registered for examination was 217, against 212 in the 
previous year, and of these, 138 took up the A course and 79 the B course. 

335. Of the 138 candidates who took up the A course, 46 were successful, three being 
placed in the first division, 22 jin tho second, and 21 in the third. 
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336. Of the 79 candidates for the B course, 54 elected to be examined in physics, 22 
in botany, and three in zoology. Forty-four candidates were successful, 23 being placed in 
the first division, 16 in the second, and five in the third. 

337. Bengal sent up 183, or 89 per cent, of the entire number of candidates in both 
courses, being three more than in the previous year. Of these, 110 were examined in the A 
course and 73 in the B course. Of the 110 A candidates, 39 were successful, two being 
placed in the first division, 17 in the second, and 20 in the third. Of the 73 B candidates, 40 
were successful, 21 being placed in the first division, 14 in the second, and five in the third. 
The scienoe subjects taken up by the B candidates in addition to chemistry and physical 
geography, were physics, botany, and zoology, the number taking each of these being 48, 22, 
and 3 respectively. 

338. The success of the candidates in the two courses was very unequal, 35 per cent, 
only of the candidates in the A course having passed, while 54 per cent, of the B candidates 
passed ; and the percentage of successful candidates in the two courses together was 43. This 
result is slightly better than last year’s, and on the whole may be deemed satisfactory, 
considering the high standard of the examination. At the last London University examine 
tion for tne degree of B.A., 50 out *f 92 candidates, or 54 per oent., passed, being the same 
percentage of successful men os was attained by the Bjf candidates from Bengal colleges at 
the Calcutta examination. *The following extract from the report of the B.A. Board of 
Examiners to the Syndicate explains the unequal success of the candidates in'the two courses, 
and shows the direction in which improvement is needed in our science classes : — 

“ The Physical Science Examiners think it proper on this the first Occasion of the B.A., 
examination in physical science, to Bubmit a few remarks on the results of the examination.” 

“ Out of 26 students composing the first class, 23 have selected the B or science course. 
As thero are two subjects (English and mathematics) in common to the A and B courses, 
and as the science students have gained higher marks in these two common subjects, we are 
warranted in concluding that the best students have selected the science course. Mr. Willson, 
who examined 79 students in chemistry and 54 in physical science, reports that in both of 
these subjects *the candidates have done much better than on any previous occasion on which 
he was an examiner. Out of the total number in chemistry, about 45 showod a good know- 
ledge of their text-book, and about 15 of these seemed really to understand something about 
the subject. Out of tho whole number of candidates examined in physics, 38 exhibited an 
accurate knowledge of book-work, and out of these about 14 appeared to have obtained some 
grasp of the subject, as far as they had read.” 

“ Mr. O’Kinealy, who examined the same numbers in physical geography and physics, 
reports that most of the candidates exhibited a fair knowledge, and a few really good know- 
ledge of the book-work of the subjects. The physical geography was less satisfactory than 
the physics, bqt very few of tho candidates gave him the impression that they really jmder- 
stood much about the business.” . 

“ Mr. C. B. Clarke, who examined 22 candidates in botany, reports that ono candidate 
passed a very* good examination, and that the rest (exeopt five who wore plucked, and who 
were also plucked in at least ono other subject) had taken great labor in learning up the long 
text-book (Henfrey), but loft him with t the impression that they knew nothing about the 
( matter. The ‘ practical’ part of the examination did not carry more than 25 per cent, of 
the marks, and in this poor marks were obtained.” 

339. The Presidency College has lately been furnished with 20 small sets *of apparatus 
for the v.se of students undergoing a course of practical instruction in chemistry, and tho 
professor expects the best results from this outlay. Two of these Bets of apparatus have been 
transferred to each of the colleges at Hooghly, Dacca, and Patna. 

340. The following table shows the colleges from whioh the ccandidates came up, and 
the divisions in which the successful men were placed : 

B.A. Examination — January , 1875. 


Colleges. 

« « 

1 a 

Candidates. 

First 

Numbxb passed. 

Second Third 

Total 

# » 
Government. 

Presidency College 

... 67 

division, division, division. 

... • 14 18 7 

39 

Hooghly „* •« 

... 16 .. 

.... 3 

* 1 

2 

6 

Dacca „ 

... 13 .. 

... 2 

3 

2 

7 

Patna i 

... 10 

.... 2 

2 

«... 

4 

Aided. 

Free Church College, Calcutta 

c 

-... 13 .. 

.... 1 

1 

c 

3 

6 

General Assembly’s College 

... 22 .. 


3 

7 

10 

Cathedral Mission „ t 

4 

• ■ * 


... 

1 

1 

St. Xavier’s „ 

7 

* 

... 

1 

1 

Ex-Students and Teachers 

... 31 

... 1 

3 

2 

• 

6 


— 

— 

— . 

— 

— 


Total ... 183 

23 

31 

26 

79 
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341. The religions professed by the candidates are shown below 


B.A. Examination — January , 1875. 

Number ^passed. 


January 1876. 

Number of 
candidates. 

First 

division. 

X. 

Second 

division. 

Third 

division. 

Total. 

Hindus 

... 147 

10 

27 

23 

00 

Muhammadans ... 

... 4 


Christians 

3 





BrahmiBts 

10 

2 


*2 

4 

Theists and Deists 

. ... 13 

2 

4 


0 


— - 

— 

— 

— 



Total 

183 

23 

31 

25 

79 


342. The failures were 44 in English, 22 in tho classical language, soven in history, 
58 in mathematics, 32 in philosophy, 18 in chemistry,. 15 in physical geography, 12 in 
physics, six in botany, and one in zoology. 

343. In tho A course Sanskrit was taken up by W)4 candidates, Arabio by two, Persian 
by one, and Latin by threo. 

• 344. Tho Eslian University Scholarship of Us. 45 a month for tho Hindu candidate 

who stands highest in tho list of graduates was awarded to Nilkailta Sarcar of the Presi- 
dency College, who took up tho B course. 

345. M.A. Examination. — Thoro were 2G candidates for honors in arts, of whom 
thirteen passed. Twenty-two of tho candidates belonged to Bengal, and of those twelve 
passed — two being placed in the first class, four in tho second, and six in tho third. 

346. One of tho candidates who gained a first -class took up English, the other 
physical science. All those who were placed in tho second class took up English, and of tho 
six who were placed in the third class, throe took up mathematics, two English, and one 
history. 

847. There wore twelve candidates for tho ordinary M.A. degree, of whom live passed. 
Of the twelve candidates, ten belonged to Bengal ; and of these four were successful, ono 
candidate being passed in each of the subjects, English, Sanskrit, history, mental and moral 
science. 

348. Last year there woro 36 candidates from Bengal for honors in arts, of whom 19 
passed; and 15 candidates for tho ordinary M.A. degree, of whom nine passod. The 
percentage of successful candidates for honors is slightly better than last year’s, while there 
is a decrease from 60 to 41 in the percentage of candidates passed for tho ordinary M.A. 
degree. Tho decrease in tho entire number of candidates, and in the number passed for the 
ordinary degree, is no doubt due to tho raising ofs tho standard for passing. In former 
years tho minimum number of marks to bo gained in each paper for passing was 25 per 
cent., with an aggregate of 33 per cent, of tho marks in all the papers for a third class in 
honors. At tho last examination the minimum pass-mark for each paper was raised to 
30 per cent., and tho aggregate of marks to 40 per cent, for a third class in honors. No 
change was, howover, made in the aggregato nurks roquired: for a second or a first class in 
honors, nor was there any change at all in the standard for mathematical honors. Tho 
standard for the ordinary M.A. degree is that for a third class in honors. 

349. The distribution lists are given below : — 


M.A. Examination — January , 1875. — Ilonbrs in Arts . 


Colleges. 


Number of 
students. 


Presidency College 

Sanskrit „ 

Dacca „ 

Hooghly „ 

Free Church „ 

General Assembly’s „ 
Teachor 


14 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 


^ Total 


22 


First 

class. 


Number passed iff 


Second 

class. 

4 


Third 

class. 

3 


• 2 
1 • 


Total. 

9 


2 

1 

12 


a 

Colleges. 

Presidency College 

Sanskrit „ 

Hooghly „ 

Dacca . „ 

Free Church • „ 

General Assembly’s „ 
Teacher... 


* Ordinary Degree . 


Total 


Number of 
candidates. 


2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 
1 


Numbor 

passed. 

1 

I 

I 


1 


10 4 


18 
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350. There were three candidates for the ,Prem Chand Studentship of 'Re. 1,800 per 
annum for five years, but in the opinion of the examiners all failed to show that degree of 
proficionoy which would warrant the award of so valuable a prize. The Syndicate, therefore, 
decided not to eleot a student far 1875, but to allow two studentships to be competed for 
next year — one being tenable only for four years. 

351. College Reports. — The following accounts of the progress of higher education 
in the general departments of colleges and high schools affiliated in arts to the University 
are taken from the annual reports by the heads of theso institutions. 

352. Presidency College. —Before jiroceeding to deal with the statistics of the college 
for the year, the Principal pays the following tribute to tho memory of his late colleague, 
Mr. Beebee, and I unite with him in deploring the loss the department has sustained by the 
death of this distinguished officer. 

‘‘ Mr. Beebee left tho University of Cambridge with honors which would have procured 
for him a mastership at tho vety best of our English public sohools. In 1862 he obtained 
the 2nd Bell’s University Scholarship^ and in 1865 he graduated 18th in the mathematical 
and 4th in the classical tripos. It is very seldom in these days that a man obtains such 
a distinguished position in both triposes. His honors wero considered all the more credi^- 
ablo by his contemporaries, as he rowed in tho Cambridge University bpat, which in our 
perhaps too athletic English Universities is looked upon with the same feeling with which 
the Greeks regarded a victory in the Olympic games. lie came out to this country soon 
after obtaining a fellowship at St. John’s College, and Hung himself into his duties as 
Professor of Natural Philosophy with tho utmost enthusiasm. The senior students of the 
college can bear witness to his untiring energy and sincere zeal for their welfare. His death 
is a great loss to tho college, and is deplored by a largo circle of friends, to whom he had 
endeared himself by his genial and manly character.” 

353. The number of students on tho rolls of the General Department on the 31st 
March during tho last four years is given in tho following table : — 




1372. 


1873. 

1874. 

1875. 




0 


i 

3 

3 

3 

cn 

0 

i 

— 



n 


S3 


g 

SB 

O 

& 





Regular 

dents. 


1 

ts 

i 

5 £ 
g? 

0 

£ 

Is 

6 

M . 

0 

0 

I 

o 

h . 

jg n 

a* 

-0 

3 

£« 

© 


Honor 

clttsa 

10 



16 


17 

1 

17 



Fourth-year 

Third 

Second „ 
Find 

... ^ ... 

53 

i 


CO 

(ff. 


06 

84 

0 

HI 

40 

7 * 

Of 

• Of chemical class, 
t 5 of chemical class. 

»• 

l(!i) 

12(1 

L 


105 

80 


117 

(HI 

4 

J>4 

102 

n 

t Chemical class. 


Total 

4*2 



385 


353 

14 

&50 

22 



354. Tho strength of the department numerically is nearly the same as last year : the 
larger uumber of admissions to tho first-year being counterbalanced by the smaller number 

‘ of admissions to the third-year class. The Principal attributes the decrease in the number of 
admissions to tho third-year class “ entirely to the small number of candidates who succeeded 
in passing the first examination in arts,” and tho incroaso in the number of admissions to tho 
first-yea/' class “ to the waning, popularity of the engineering department, and to the sub- 
stitution of tho first arts examination as a qualification for admission to the Medical College.” 
The 22 out-students, with one exception, consisted of students ojj missionary colleges, who 
attend the lectures in chemistry and physical science under the spooial arrangements 
sanctioned two years ago. 

355. Tho 350 regular students on the rolls consisted of 337 Hindus and 13 Muham- 
madans, the small increase (six) of the latter being due to the participation in the benefits 
of the Mohsin Pun/1 which they now enjoy, sinco tho sum of ,Ks. 1,400 a year was set apart 
for. the payment *of two-thirds of' tho fees of Muhammadan students at the college. The 
social position return shows that 43 students belong to the upper and 307 to the middle 

. classes ‘ . 

• » . 

356. Of tho 94 students composing the second-year class, 81 have elected to tako up 
chemistry rather than psychology at the. first arts 'examination in December next, and, as 
was the case last year, the best students of the class have chosen chemistry, there being no 
less than 27 out of a total of 29 scholarship-holders enrolled in the science class. « 1 

357. It is doubtful, I think, whether it is worth while to keep up lectures in psychology 
for the benefit of the few studerts who now elect to take this subject, more particularly as 
students who have a predilection for mental soience have an opportunity of pursuing a more 
complete course during the two years they read for tho B.A. degree. The subject in itself 
is unsuited to students in the stage of their career preceding the first examination in arts, 
and an elementary course of chemistry would be more beneficial to them, and be more con- 
venient to all colleges where there is a lecturer in chemistry. 1 
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. 358. Tho Principal reports that the students admitted to the third-year class at the 
beginning of the session have shown a less decided preference for the scienco oourse than was 
shown last year. Out of 84 students last session, 00 eleotejfl to take the B course ; whereas 
in the current session, 26 only out qf 40 have chosen the B oourse. Auiongst tho 46 admis- 
sions there were 27 holders of senior scholarships, of whom 16 have taken the scienco course 
and 11 the literature course. 


359. Of the 91 students composing the fourth year class, 55, including 20 senior 
scholars, have taken the B course, whilst 86, including 11 senior scholars, have chosen tho A 
course. Amongst tho optional subjects whicli A candidates can take up, philosophy is l>y far 
the most popular: no less than 33 students out of 30 having elected to take up that subject, 
whilst four have elected mathematics and three history. 

300. Out of 231 students who have had the option of choosing science or psychology, 
&c , 162 have taken the former and 69 the lattor. Students of tho first-year class* confine 
their attention to English, Sanskrit, or Arabic or Persian, mathematios, and history. 

361. Tho receipts from fees wore Rs. 49,234, against Rs, 49,052 in the previous year. 
Tho fees were supplemented by drawing from the treasury tho sum of Rs. 57,003 to meet 
the entire expenditure of the department— Rs. 1,06,297. Tho. total expenditure for tho year 
’was less by Rs. 9,619 than that of the previous year, owing mainly to the reduction of tho 

staff by one professor of tho fourth grade. 

362. The Principal reports on the results of tho University examinations for the year 
as follows : — 


“ From tho second-year class 111 students went up to the first examination in arts, 78 
of whom elocted to be examinod in chemistry and 33 in psychology. Of these, 8 passed 
in the first division, 14 in the second, and 18 in tho thiftl, giving a percentage of 3(5 of passed 
candidates, against 62 in the previous year. This large falling off in tho percentage of 
passed candidates must, in a great measure, be attributed to tho incompetence and want of 
application of the candidates. It would soom that the students had in a manner tried to 
ascertain what the least amount of exertion on their part was which would enable them to 
pass. Tho result of this examination, for tho wholo body of students that wont up from 
othor colleges, was equally unsatisfactory, and I cannot attribute this to tho exceptional 
character of tho papers. Of tho 71 students who failed, I fipd that 58 wore rejected in 
English, 43 in the second language, 36 in history, 23 in mathematics, 51 in logic, 26 in 
chemistry, and 20 in psychology. The fact that 36 wero rejected in history, where there 
is a fixed text-book, and only 25 per cent, of tho marks to bo gained for a pass, is in itsolf 
sufficient to show the bad material of whicli tho class was made up. Upon tho result of this 
examination, 6 senior scholarships of the first grade and 9 of tho second wero awarded to the 
successful students from this college.” • 

“The Duff Scholarship for proficiency in languages was awarded to Devendra Nath Das 
of this college, who also gained the Gwalior gold medal. 

“ The Maharaj Kumar of Bettiah, after visiting the college, was pleased to plaoo at my 
disposal tho sum of Rs. 480 for the purpose of establishing a. sonior scholarship of Rs 20 
a month for two years, which was to be awarded to the candidate who stood highest m tho 
list of students of this college who failed to gain a- Government scholarship after passing 
the first examination in arts. Tho scholarship was awarded to Syama Kanth Nag. 


“ From tho fourth-year olass 67 candidates went up to tho B.A. examination^ of whom 
14 passed in the first division, 18 in the second, and 7 in the third. The percentage of 
successful candidates from this colloge was 58, whilst that for tho wholo of the candidates 
(217 in number) who wefit up to the examination was only 41. The result of this examination 
must be considered satisfactory. Of the 67 candidates, it appears that 30 took up the A 
course and 37 the B course, and tho success of tho latter was very much greater than that 
of the former. This is, however, accounted for by tho fact that tho host students took up 
the B course. Of tho 80 candidates in the A course, only one passed in the fir^t division, 
nine in the second, and four in the third ; whilst of tho 37 in the i\ course, 13 passed in the 
first division, nine in the second, and three in tho third. All tho B ^candidates took up , 
physics ns their optional subject in science. Besides the 67 candidates who went up direct 
. from the college to the E> A. examination, there were five ex-students who went up, taking 
the A subjects, all of whom failed.” 

“Of tho 28 •candidates who fa*ilod at* the B.A. examination it appears that 12 failed 
in English, 5 in the second language, 2 in history, 20 in mathematics, II m philosophy, 7 m 
cheiftistry, 6 in physical geography, and 10 in physics.” 

“ Upon the result of the *B. A. examination the seven graduates who stood highest in the 
general fist wero elected foundation scholars, and they-are reading for honors; three having 
taken up English, two, mathematics, and two physical science. rr ^ 

“The Eshan and Yizianagram University Scholarships wero awarded to JNil Jlanth 
Sircar, a graduate of this college in the B course ; and the Radha Kant medal, for proficiency 
in Sansknt, was awarded to Gyanendra Nath Das, a. graduate m the A <*>nfse, who has 
migrated to tho Sanskrit College for the purpose of readiug lor honors m Sanskrit. Ihe 
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Laha Scholarship in physical science was awarded to Abhay Charan Mitra of this college. 
The honor class during the current session contains 17 graduates, 10 of whom are studying 
English, 2 mathematics, and 5 physical science.” 

“For tho Premchand Eoychand Studentship three graduates of this colloge appeared, 
but the examiners wore of opinion that nono of them showed that degree of proficiency 
which would warrant the award of so valuable a prize. Tho Syndicate accordingly 
declared that no election should be made this year, but that two students would be elected 
next year, if qualified candidates wero forthcoming, one studentship being tenable only for 
four yoars instead of five.” 

“ For honors in arts 14 candidates wont up, of whom 9 were successful. Six of the 
successful graduates passed in English, one being placed in the first class and five in the 
second ; two passed in mathematics in tho third class, and one in physical science in the 
first clqss.” 

“ Two graduates went up to the M.A. examination, and ono passed ; the subjects of 
examination being history and political economy.” 

363. With a viow to giving a more complete course of practical instruction in ohemistry 
to students for honors, the. late Lieutenant-Governor sanctioned an indont upon the t 
Secretary of State for . 20 small sots of apparatus for tho use of students. These have lately 
arrived, and Mr. Pedler explains his intention of using them as follows : — 

“ Tho 20 small sets of chemical apparatus which arrivod hero At the end of March 
are intended for tho use of the honor studonts who tako up tho subject of physical 
scionco. Those studonts have, for the last two years, been regularly instructed in practical 
chemistry in the laboratory of the Presidency College. Tho necessity for this practical 
instruction in physical scionco has long been placed beyond question ; and the absence of 
this hitherto has produced a number of graduates in this subject who aro quito unfit for tho 
post of teachers from tho mere fact that they aro unable to perform tho simplest experiments, 
or to prove practically the most fundamental truths of the sciences with which theoretically 
they are well acquainted.” 

“ Tho grant for this apparatus was sanctioned by tho late Lieutenant-Governor, Sir 
George Campbell, and it was then suggested that the plan which is adopted in most conti- 
nental laboratories should be adopted in this case.” 

“ It is intended to hand over ono set of apparatus to each studont at tho commencement 
of the practical course, and ho will be responsible for all breakages and damage done to tho 
apparatus under his charge. Each student will havo a working bench, with a set of cup- 
boards, drawers, &o., assigned to him in the new laboratory of tho collcgo; tho large room on 
the south-west of the building has befcn (partially) fitted up for this purpose. All tho 
cupboards and drawers intelided for receiving apparatus, &c., aro furnished with locks, the 
keys of which will bo in tho students’ charge. At the end of the course, each student will 
havo to return the set of apparatus which he received, in good order, all breakages, and losses 
having been replaced. In order that this may be performed satisfactorily, it will bo advisable 
that each student on receiving tho apparatus shall make a deposit of lls. 20, which will be 
refunded to him on his returning tho apparatus in good ordor togethor with tho koys of his 
bench. Should the student return the apparatus in an unsatisfactory or incomplete condition, 
tho valuo of the articles would o£ course be recovered from tho students’ doposit.* 

“ It is* intendod that all ordinary ehomioals, with such exceptions as salts of silver and 
gold, shall be supplied by the laboratory, and it is hoped that by the plan of making students 
responsible for the apparatus that thoy have in use- they will bo bought to work in a careful 
and satisfactory manner.” 

364. The library is in excellent condition, and many valuable additions to it have been 
made during the year. 

365. % Through the liberality of Biibu Nuffer Thunder Pal Chaudhuri, a zemindar of 
Nuddea, an exoelleqf turret clock has been provided for tho* college at a cost of nearly 

4 Its. 5,000. This will supply a long-felt want at tho college, and will equally benefit the 
numerous educational institutions in the neighbourhood of College Square. His Highness # 
the Maharajah of Indore was pleased, during his late visit to Calcutta, to place at tho disposal * 
( of tho Principal the sum of Its. 500 for the purpose of erecting a set of gymnastic apparatus 
* for the use of the colleger students, and the donation will be applied to thi^ purpose on the 
completion of the railing round the compound, which the Department of Public Workp has 
now in hand. 

366. IIooghly Colleoe. — T ho t following tqj>le shows the number of students on the 
rolls on 31st Maroh during the last three yoars : — 


Honor 

class 

1873. 

1 

1874. 

1876. 

1st year class 

1873. 

68 

1874. 

32 

1876. 

62 

4th year 

a ., 

17 

li 

12 


— 

« ■ ■ 

»-■ ■» 

tfrd „ 

n 

10 

12 

9 

Total ... 

, t 120 

93 

113 

2nd „ 

» •• 

34 

88 

40 


— — 

— 

— — 
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367. On the discontinuance of the class for honors the Principal remarks 

“ It has been found that the professors could not devote sufficient time to the students 
reading for honors without neglecting their other dutios, so for the last two years the honor 
Students have been transferred to the Presidency Collego, where a proper establishment is 
provided and set apart for the honor classes.” 

368. The 113 students consisted of 92 Ilindus, 18 Muhammadans, and 3 Christians, 
being an increase of 13 Hindus, 5 Muhammadans, and 2 Christians, over the number on the 
rolls in 1874. Classified according to social position, 3 students belonged to the upper, 10*i 
to the middle, and 5 to the lower classes of society. 

369. The Principal is of opinion “ that the college is gradually recovering from the effect 
the Civil Service classes had in reducing the number of students in the first and second years ; 
and it will require a year or two more before the third and fourth year classes will bo pro- 
perly represented.” 

370 All the second-year students have taken up chemistry, and tho third and 
fourth-year classes have necessarily taken the 13 course, botany being their subject m 

science. 

Speaking of the new laboratory and botanical garden which Government has sanc- 
tioned, the Principal says : — 


“ Owing to tho defective state of tho laboratory, some difficulty was experienced in systo- 
matically teaching chemistry, but that difficulty will soon be removed A new building has 
been erected close to the main buildings of the college, consisting of three rooms one tor the 
laboratory, one for the practical chemistry class, and a largo lecture room. A liberal grant 
has been made by Government for furnishing and fitting up those rooms, and stops have 
been taken for commencing this work at once. It was also found that the lectures on botany 

could not be carried on efficiently without tho aid of a botanical garden. Government lias 

eiven a liberal grant for converting part of tho college garden and the lower garden 
attached to tho Muhammadan hostel into a botanical garden ; and it is hoped that, by the 
end of the rains, tho garden will be put into proper order and bo well stocked with suitable 

plants ” 

1371. In describing the condition of tho library and the # scanty additions (six books 
only, five of which wero contributed by Government) tho Principal says 

“It is to he regretted that such scanty additions should have been made, and as a 
matter of course it has put the professors and teachers to groat inconvenience, particularly 
the professors of literature and science. A great many new works on Ivighsh h orature, 
and helps to the study of tho subject, have been published since the library mid eoutinger 
allowance were curtailed; in fact the Professor of English Literature attributes the failure 
of some of his students at the University examination to the waftt. of access to such books 
and as to works on chemistry and botany the library may bo said ^ Jc dosti ute of 
them. The number of volumes on the shelves of tho library on ,31st March 1 •> 

was 6,837.” . , , . , 

372. The hooks circulated from the librar^ during the year were 2,164 in number, . 

and of these 1,185 were taken out by students, and the rest by tho othcors of the eollpge 
and school, jmd tho residents of the station. , 

373. On the hostels for Hindoos and Muhammadans which have been established in con- 
nexion with the collego, the Principal reports 


“The Hindu hostel lias been open all the year. The cost to each pupil for bo;*rd- 
ine and lodging is Its. *7-8 a month, and the hostel is ni the upper story ot tho soldier s 
bJrais. tL accommodation is first-rate, but I regret to find that it is not in favor with 
the Ilindus Tho greatest freedom is allowed to the boarders, the principal thing insisted 
onheine cleanliness, and owing to the fines which it has been found necessary to impose 
on some of the hoarders for persistently filthifying the verandahs, dissatisfaction ltas arisen. 
I must say I am disappointed in the hostel. I never anticipated any difficulty about cloanlmess. 
•Hie number living in the lodging has varied during the year ; in August, there wore -j 1 students 

the senami average during tho year up to tho native civil service examination in the ninld o 
the genami aver, g ^ 6 j i ^ 1375 the, hoarders were reduced to 10 ; 

"this reduction is principally due to tjio civil §ervice students leaving the college after the 
examination and* to tho scanty admission to the civil service clasps in the present session. 
During tho session under review 37 boarders were admitted, 8 were cither struck oft 
for absence or dismissed for infringing the rules, and 40 voluntarily with r . 

“The Muhammadan hostel is located in the house formerly occupied by the school ot 

the Free* Church of Scotland, and there is accommodation? m it tor J 00 boarders, fhe charge 
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superior their health has been remarkably good, and the regularity of their attendance at the oollege 

instruction, quite a contrast to those Muhammadans who live in the town. There were, however, two or 
three cases of cholera during the year ; all recovered, with the exception of one. 

“ The number of boarders on tho 31st March 1874 was 79, and on the corresponding 
date in 1875,86; the total number of admissions during the year was 75, and the with- 
drawals 68.” 

374. The gymnastic class is well attended, especially by the junior lads of the school, 
and some of these give fair promise of becoming good athletes. At the Helvedere tourna- 
ment two prizes were carried off by the college students. 

375. At the annual examination of the first-year students, two junior scholars were 
found to have made unsatisfactory progress, and as they had also been irregular in their 
attendance they were deprived of their scholarships. The other students passed a fairly 
satisfactory examination. The following is the Principal’s report on tho result of the public 
examinations for tho year : — 

“ Thirty-seven students went up to the first arts examination, and 15 were successful ; 
2 were plaoed in tho first division, 5 in •the second, and 8 in the third. Of the unsuccessful 
candidates, 15 failed in English, 14 in Sanskrit, 9 in mathematics, 16 in history, 13 in 
logic, and 7 in chemistry. Fivo boys obtained sholarships — one in the first grade, and four' 
in the second grade ; also W. H. Thomson was bracketed with another for Duff*s Mathematical 
Scholarship. 

“ Sixteen students went up to the B.A. examination, six of whom were successful ; 
throe being placed in the first division, one in the second, and two in the third. Of tho 
unsuccessful candidates, seven failed in English, seven in mathematics, two in physical 
geography, and four in botany.” 

“A senior Mohsin Scholarship, open to all colleges, of Rs. 12 per mensem was awarded 
to Abdussamad, a student in tho fourth-year.” 

“ The Rani Kuttiani Scholarship of Rs. 16 per mensem was awarded to Ambica Oharan 
Mitra, of tho third-year class.” „ 

“The Laha Graduate Scholarship of Rs. 25 per mensem was awarded to Tinkari 
Banurji, who passed tho last B A. examination, and was placed in tho first class. He 
has been transferred to the Presidency College to prepare himself for the next honor 
examination.” * 

376. The foes collected during the year amounted to Rs. 6,081, being a decrease of 
Rs. 441 upon the collections of the previous year. Tho decrease in fees was owing to 
the small number of students on the rolls between 31st March 1874 and the opening of the 
current session in January. The groBS expenditure for the year was Rs. 39,252. 

377. Civil* Service Class . — The session for students in this department, who were not 
already in Government employ, opened on tho 15th February 1874 and closed on tho 15th 
January 1875 ; and there was a short session of four months, from 15th September to 15th 
January, for special students, or those already in the service of Government. The position of 
the olass on 31st March is thus described by tho Principal : — 

“In 1874 there were 7 students admitted to the general class and 20 to the special. 
•At the general examination hold in tho middle of February last 25 of the 67 students 
went in, 20 for 1st grade appointments and 5 for seoond grade. Of tho 20 special students 
10 appeared at tho oxaminatipn. Tho result of the examination has not yet been made 
public. Since the examination in February only 4 students have been admitted to the 
department. Nine students of the class did not go into the examination in February; 
so 4hat on the 31st March there were 13 students only in the Civil Service department. 
The fees collected during the* year were Rs. 2,412 from tho general class and Rs. 293 from 
tho special class, aggregating Rs. 2,705, and the expenditure was Rs. 6,385.” 

378. Tho class containing four of the 13 students has since been abolished, and the 
students transferred to tho general department. The nine students forming the other class are 
said to sHow no promise of oeing able to pass a successful examination, and the abolition 
of this class also ha*' been proposed by the Principal. 

* 4 

879. Dacca College. — Mr. Brennand having resigned the service early in January, 
‘Mr. Garrett, tho Officiating Principal, was confirmed in that appointment. On tno staff o| 
the collego during \he year tho Principal remarks : — 

<f Once more it has to be pointed out that tfie collego has been worked throughout the 
year with an incomplete staff. Instead of ^ four professors, the full complement, excluding 
the teachers of special subjects, the staff has consisted of two professors, one assistant pro- 
fessor, and a lecturer. For these two latter gentlemen I have . nothing but praise and thanks, 
for their work was most satisfactory, throughout the year, Still the incompleteness of the 
staff must be insisted on. It is understood that the full number of the college teaching Btaff 
is to be made up at the beginning of the new official year.” 

380. The staff of the college has now been completed by the appointment of 
Mr. Archibald; who joined the college in April. 
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381. The number of students on the register at the end of the year was 130 regular 
students and 10 out-students. Of these, 187 were Hindus and 3 Muhammadans. Th# 
following table gives the number of students on the rolls on 31st March during the last three 
years 

1873. 1874. 1875. 

X -A -——A—— 
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Kegul.tr 

Out- 

Regular 
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students, students. 
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382. On the closing of the honor class the Principal writes : — 

“ No honor class was opened during the first three months of the present session, owing 
to the illness of Mr. Willson in great measure. There are, howoyer, many of this year’s 
graduates reading either mathematics or English for honors, . and it is proposed to open 
classes in these subjects either in April or after tho summer vacation.” 

383 Distributed according to caste, the 127 Hindus consisted of 30 Brahmins, 21 
Vaidyas 70 Ivayasths, 1 Sonarbania, and 5 of other castes abovo tho lowest. Classified 
according to social position, 2 Hindus belonged to the upper classes, 124 Hindus and 3 
Muhammadans to tho middle classes, and the parentage of 1 was unknown ihe schools of 
Dacca town furnished 89 of the students, and the rest oamo from district schools. 

384. Tho Principal reports on the results of tho University examinations for tho year 
as follows : — 

“For the first arts 40 candidates went up, of whom 11 passed - } nono in the first 
division This was a poor result, but then, with one or two exceptions, the material was poor, 
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was as srood as any ever attained by the college, and more than compensated for tho 
poor outcome in the lower examination. Both results confirmed our own expectations. 
The material of tho B.A class was .above tho average, evon far more than that of the 
first arts class was below it. During a great parfof the year thoro wero three graduates 
of the previous year reading for honors, but for one reason or another none went up for the 
examination. One was prevented by sickness, another by the interruptions of family duties, 
and tho third preferred tho certainty of a junior mastership. Without a full teaching staff, 
however, it is hard and unsatisfactory work to carry on honor, classes, though tho domand 
in Dacca is always great.” 

385 Of the 130 students on the rolls, 3G hold Government or private scholarships, 
varying in value from Its. 8 to Its. 20 per mensem. Of the 18 junior scholarships assigned 
at the beginning of the present session to the Dacca division, eight are now bald m the 
college and of the four senior scholarships assigned at the same time, two are held m the 
college’ Tho retrenchments effected in 1872 took away the allowance .for col ege ayd 
school prizes and the only prizes now at tho disposal of tho Principal are the Lewis 
nrizes for the best English eLy, and the “ Donnelly” prize for history, which is awarded to 
the student who stands first in that subject at the first examination in arts. This year, 
however, tho visit to Dacca of His Excellency the Viceroy opened the I™”"? 

of the zemindars of the division, and mno prizes, ranging in valuo from Ks. 10 tojlis. 100, 
were awarded to the students of the college. * \ 

. 386. On the course of studies in the' college during the past year tho 1 rmcipal 

remarks 9 T , . ( 

• “ Both the courses, the A and fie B, were carried on last year. It was done at 

a «eat cost of labor to our small staff of teachers, but it would have been very hard upon 
tho^ students if ofily one course had been taught; for in the previous year both 
tho stuoonts n on y them to choose irom, and many must have been driven from 

S had r”t been iltowrt them Uet year. However, the, warn 

^• e i° wftrTipd that it was only for that year, and in consequence in the present year there 

psychology and optional mathematics. 

“Bahu Priva Nath Basu, Amintant Sur ? «m, the science lectarer, tra» weU re™™*?. 
SSnataf'in to ££ £ SS-SA in hat h .netful candidate. 
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were gained by Hara Chandra Chakra varti, one of his pupils ; and of the 28 candidates 
^ho went up in the first arts examination in chemistry 23 passed. During the latter 
part of the year an assistant was allowed to the lecturer on Its. 12 a month, though long 
aftor such a help had become absolutely indispensable. In another matter, too, Government 
has yielded to our representations, and lias consented that for the presont year the utterly 
inadequate Its. 100 for chemistry contingencies shall be increased to Its. 250. As I have 
had occasion more than once to speak in terms of praise of Baboo Priya Nath’s work in 
my correspondence with the Director of Public Instruction during the past year, I need 
add nothing more on his invaluable services to the college, and I should regret greatly to 
hear that in any approaching changes in the college staff he had been moved.” 

387. The gross expenditure of the college was Its. 27,052, and the receipts from fees 
and fines Rs. 7,470, tho corresponding figures for the previous year were Rs. 30,809 and 
Rs. 7,380. The decrease ii^ the expenditure was caused by the lower salaries drawn by tho 
Principal and the Professors during the presont year. 

388. Civil Service Classes. — After tho Native Civil Service examination in March 
1874, tho teacher of surveying opened a now clasR, which increased up to 20 nominally. 
Later on, when tho order for raising 4 tho pass mark of the examination was issued, the 
students* gradually withdrew from the class, and ultimately only one student went up 
to the examination. Tho surveying teacher has now been transferred to the Department of 
Public Works, and his appointment in tho college will not he filled up, as fhe Civil Service 
class has disappeared, and there is no longer any necessity for teaching practical surveying to 
tho school classes. The gross expenditure oil the surveying classes fur the year was 
Rs. 2,131, which was mot by Rs. 239 from fees and Rs. 2,192 from tho State. 

389. On the gymnastic classes the Principal reports an increasing attendance, tho 
number being 03 in elementary exercises and 50 in higher. Tho Lieutenant-Governor’s prize 
at tho Belvedere touni ament for the highest proficiency in all exercises was gained by a Dacca 
boy, as were also the first and second prizes for proficiency in particular cxereisos. “ This 
great triumph,” says the Principal, “is duo to the excellent training of Babu llari Mohun 
Ganguli, who is a most accomplished gymnast. The classes are now training for the summer 
sports, to bo held on 12th May. It nmy bo further mentioned that in the cold weather a 
college and school sixteen’ thrashed tho station handsomely.” 

390. The college has outgrown the building in which it is now located, and plans and 

estimates have been prepared for certain additions, which arc estimated to cost Rs. 59,000. 
Government has offered to contribute half the cost, and I think Mr. Garrett overrates the 
difficulty of raising the other half amongst the wealthy Eastern Bengal zemindars. The 
Principal shows, in the following extract from his report, the urgent need for additional 
accommodation, and in a work of this kind wc may surely rely upon the liberality of the 
Dacca community. - v 

“ No additions have been made to the building in tho past year. Every corner of room, 
however, has been utilized. The library was occupied throughout the year by tho Persian 
and Arabio classes, to the very great inconvenience of readers. Tho museum, which had for 
many years, however, been in a neglected state, had late in the year to ho removed altogether 
from the college building to inako another Wass-room ; and at last it bocame necessary to take 
"‘rooms outside the college precincts to accommodate the rapidly increasing classes. A building 
known as tho Eastern Bengal Theatre has been hired on a rental of Rs. 10 per mensem for 
this purpose. The number of students now in the college and school is close upon 650, and 
the buildfng was intended to accommodate 350. Mr. Sutcliffe, when officiating as Director 
of -Public Instruction, visited the college and school last year, and saw for himself the inade- 
quacy of the building. And later in the year His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, on the 
occasion of his visit to Dacca, promised the people that all should 'bo done that funds would 
permit to ronder the building less unfit. Later on still, reports were called for as to the 
practicability of raising locij subscriptions for improving the college building, though with 
little result. And finally, tho Government of Bengal called for plans and estimates from the 
Public Works Department, and signified its readiness to pay half the cost of the required 
improvements. These plans have ly?en prepared and submitted to the preliminary criticism 
of the educational authorities, and will be in the hands of the ‘Secretary to Government 
in tho Public Works Department in a day or two. The work must be pushed on with all 
speed, unless the Principal is to stop all further admissions to tlfe school — a step which will 
entail a loss to Government. A largo hall for examinations, a library, another large class- 
room, and a laboratory for science lectures, are additions which cann6t bo done without. 
Whence tho half of tho cost is to come to supplement the other half which Government offers 
is still a problem. There has been already of late a severe drain on private resources for 
works of a public character, and it will require a good deal of pressure to make up the 
required amount. Besides, there is -a feeling that' Government might do more for the second 
college in Bengal, considering the fact that it was built in the first instance with large 
assistance from private funds.” 

391. Patna College — The number of students on the rolls on 31st March was 93, of 
whom three belonged to the Civil Service class and ten were out-students. The number 
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returned for the previous year was 92, of whom six belonged to the Civil Service class and 
three were out-students, lhe average number on the rolls was 79, and the average daily 
attendance f>4. I he students were classed as follows i * 


First year 

8econd „ (including eight out-students and three Civil Service students) 
Third „ ... ... . 7 

Fourth „ (including two out-students) 


:«3 

36 

M 

15 


392. There has been but little variation in tho strength of the classes since 1.S71 wlien 

the numbers rose from 65 to 87. “ The schools,” says the Principal, “ which feed the college 

pass comparatively few candidates at the entrance examination, and. hence the growth of the 
college is but slow. With a moderate degree of success at tho examination, tho number of 
students might by this time have pretty nearly equalled the attendance at the other full 
colleges at Ilooghly and Dacoa.” The number of successful candidates a£ tho last entrance 
examination from the feeding schools of tho college was 45, and of those 31 have been 
admittod. Of the 10 successful candidates of the Bhagulpur school, five only joined tho 
college, and of the five successful boys from the Monghyr school none havo come. Classified 
according to race, the 93 students consisfed of 53 Behafis, 38 Bengalis, and two others. “ In 
the preceding year,” says the Principal, “ the number of Behari* was 48, and of Bengalis 42 ; 
while in 1873 thp Beharis numbered only 40 and the Bengalis 55. In the early days of tho 
college the classes were chiefly composed of Bengalis. These figures arc interesting as showing 
that the natives of the province are overcoming their distrust of English education, and 
beginning to avail themselves freely of its advantages. The returns of social position disclose 
likewise a gratifying symptom of progress on boiug compared with previous returns, for they 
show that the upper classes are no longer keeping aloof either from school or from college. 
Thus, in the year under report 18 of the students belonged to the upper classos and 75 to 
the middlo. In 1872, and also in 1873, only four students were included in the upper classes, 
and in 1874 there were 14. A similar increase is shown in the school, whore the number 
belonging to the upper classes is now 42, as against 35 last year and 24 in 1873.” 

393. I agree with the Principal in thinking that these facts indicate an increasing 
appreciation of the advantages conferred by education, and I see no reason to doubt* that 
the college will, in a few more years, stand in tho foremost rank of mofussil colleges. 

394. Classified according to creod, the students consisted of 78 Hindus, 13 Muhamma- 

dans, and 2 Christians, showing an increase of 3 Muhammadans as compared with the 
previous year. The increase in the number of Muhammadans is steady, though slow, the 
numbers in each session for the last eight years, from 1868 up to date, having been 4, 8, 6, 10, 
9, 11, 10, and 13 respectively. On the course of studies in the college, the Principal 
remarks : — 4 * 

“ As the A course is not taken up in this college,# tho study of history, philosophy, and 
oriental languages is confined to the first, arts classes. Of th«* alternative B courses, the only 
one which the college is as yet in a position to take up is that which embraces chemistry, 
physical geography, botany, and general physiology. Chemistry is taken up by all the 
Btudonts of the first arts classes. A short course, however, of leotures on elementary 
psychology is given to tho first-year class as an introduction: to logic. In the same class 
the number learning Sanskrit is 15, Arabic 9, Persian 8, Latin 1. In the second-year class, 
22 learn Sanskrit, 10 Arabic, and 2 Persian.” 

395. Tho gross expenditure for the year was Rs. 38,433, and the fees collected wore 
Rs. 5,020, income and expenditure being nearly the same as m the previous year. # 

396. The following is tho Principal’s report on the result of the University examin- 
ations for the year : — 

“ The number of candidates who appeared at the first arts examination was 37. One 
was turned out for using unfair meaus and 15 were passed, 1 in tho first division, 8 in the 
second, and 6 in the third. The failures were 9 in English, 10 in second language, 5 in 
history, 11 in mathematics, 11 in logic, 7 in chemistry, and 6 in psychology. Of the 15 who 
failod in the second language, 12 were plucked in Sanskrit, 2 in Arabic, and 2 in Persian. 

•‘The number of B.A. candidates was 10, of whom 4 passed, 2 iti frho first division and 
2 In the second. The failures in each subject faere fow, being 2 in English, 3 in Sanskrit, 

2 in mathematics, 1 in philosophy, 2 in chemistry, 1 in physical geography, and 2 in physics 
and natural science. Siv Saran Lai, who went up to this examination as a teacher, may 
fairly he claimed as a passed candidate from this college, since he had left it only a month or 
two before completfng his two years’ course after passing the first arta examination.” 

397. The fiumber of scholarships held in the college was 4o, consisting of 9 senior 
soholaS'ships of the second grade, 36 junior feonolarships and 3 private scholarships, two of 
which are paid from the Mohsin Fund, and one from the Harballaoh Fund. 

398. Civil Service Clans. — The # number of students in the class on the 31st March was 
only 3, and it does. not appear from the Principal’s report whether any of these appeared 
at tho examination. The gross expenditure on this department for the year was Rs. 4,334, 
of which Its. 106 was tnet by fees, and the net cost to Government was Rs. 4,228. Thf 
class has now been abolished, and the surveying teacher has been transferred to the Depart- 
ment of Publio Works. • 


SrPKRIOK 

1N9TBVCTIO*. 


20 



78 


REPORT OP THE DIRECTOR 


BTJFISIOft 

INSTRUCTION. 


399. The want of a hostel in connection with the college, at which students from outlying 
stations oould be provided with board and lodging at a moderate cost, has lonjj been felt, and 
at the beginning of the current session, the Principal was authorized to rent suitable premises, 
and to arrange for the reception of boarders. A grant of Rs. 200 was made by Government 
to meet the preliminary outlay on furniture and fittings, and of this Rs. 120 had been spent 
up to the close of the year. On the position and prospects of the institution at the close of 
the year, the Principal writes : — 

“ This institution, of which there was great need, was opened on the 3rd of February 
in a large and commodius house situated in the immediate neighbourhood of the college. 
The number of boarders for the first month was only 13, but the number has now risen to 
30, and is gradually increasing. Of the 30, 23 are Hindus and 7 are Muhammadans. Of 
the 23 Hindus, only 1 is a Behari, all the others being Bengalis. The Beharis hold 
back, partly from distrust of anything like innovation, and partly from caste prejudices 
and scruples about eating. I havo endeavoured to obviate all reasonable objections, and trust 
the hesitation on the part of the Beharis will soon be overcome. As you have sanctioned 
a rule that all scholarship-holders must join the hostel unless they are able to satisfy the 
Principal that they can be accommodated in the house of somo relative or friend, who may 
be trusted to exercise a proper supervision and control over them, there is likely to be a 
considerable accession- to the numbers when the college re-opens after «tho midsummer 
holidays. Perhaps a greater number would have * joined at first could the hostel havo been 
opened at the very beginning of the session, Leforo the students coming from a distance had 
taken lodging-houses. The immediate supervision of the boarders has been entrusted to 
Babu Chotaram Tiwari, the Sanskrit Professor, and I havo been most ably assisted by him 
in arranging the details of management. Tie has shown much tact in dealing with the 
difficulties which naturally attend in" the outset an undertaking of so novel a character, and 
certainly is doing his utmost to make the experiment succeed.’* 

400. The ordinary expenditure of the hostel during February and March amounted 
to Rs. 380-8-3, while the income from payments by boarders was Rs. 230-14. This loss 
has been met from the advance of Rs. 500 which Government made on the opening of the 
institution, and is to be repaid from the surplus iucomo of the whole year. 

401. It has been found necessary to undertake heavy repairs of the present college 
building, which, as in tho case of Dacca, appears to bo neither large enough nor convenient. 
I heartily wish the Commissioner success in the efforts he is about to make to provide 
the province with a building in evory way worthy of it. On this quostion the Principal 
says : — 

“ The building is, as you know, neither very imposing in external appearance nor well 
adapted internally for the purposes te which it is appliod. Mr. Metcalfe, the Officiating 
Commissioner, considering -its defects to be beyond any effectual remedy, has suggested that 
an entirely new edifice should be built, handsome alike in its proportions and its design. 
His scheme embraces tho completion of tho present edifice by the addition of another wing 
and its conversion into a hoarding-house for the students, and also the erection of suitable 
residencies for tho college officors. The soterao, if carried out in its integrity, will probably 
involve an outlay of botween two and throe lakhs of rupees. The nucleus of a fund for 
carrying out this great design may be formed by the balance still at crodit of the building 
fund (about Rs. 23,000). This balance was to have defrayed the cost of the projected 
chemistry . lecture hall and laboratory, but these may very well form integral parts of the new 
structure. I had the honor to bring tho scheme to the notice of the Lieutenant-Governor in 
a personal interview. lie was pleased to approve of it, Out reserved making a final decision 
till he next went to Behar, when he would take the opportunity of* visiting the college.” 

402. Gymnastic*. — The Principal Veports that tho prejudice against gymnastics is 
beginning to give way, and that the classes are now better attended, more especially by the 
boys of tho school department. Four of the best boys competed at the Bolvedere tournament, 
but theyoall failed to carry, off any of the prizes. 

I 4 

403. Kishnaghur College.— Mr. Lobb proceeded on furlough for two years in Jq,uo 
1874, and Mr. Lcthbridgo was appointed to officiate for him as Principal. 

404. The number df students on the 3 1st March 1874 was 4*3, and on 31st March 1875 

it was 01, who wore classed thus : — 

’ ' «■ •> 

First year ... * ... ... ... ... 28 | Second year... ■ .. 33 

“It will be seen,” the Officiating Principal 'says, “ from this that we have now faV more 
than made up tho losses of the last two years. We commence tho present session with classes 
considerably larger than any that }\e havo had, since the. year of the reductions and 33 
per cent, larger than those of last year; and inasmuch as tho simultaneous increase in 
the collegiate school has been on a far larger scale, I think I may express a confident hop© 
that tho present prosperity of the college will not only be maintained, but will advance at 
even a still more rapid rate. At tho time of writing wo have 35 in our senior and 30 in our 
junior class. It must bo remembered that tho college largely depends for its prosperity on 
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the prosperity of the sohool, and the latter has not yet had time to affect the present condi- 
tion of the oollege, which has indeed only made up for the recent weakness of the sohool by 
drawing its recruits largely from other sources. 

“ I attribute this remarkable increase of number entirely to the impetus given to the 
cause of high education in this part of Bengal by the visit of His Honor the Lieutenant- 
Governor in September last, by the kind way in which His Honor received the looal 
memorials for the resuscitation of our 13. A. classes, and by the encouraging words ho 
addressed to our studonts on that occasion. I believe that there are no communities in the 
world so susceptible to publio opinion as the middle and higher classes of this country ; and 
during the past two or three years the idea had got abroad among .them that tho authorities 
of the land were hostile to high education, and did not think much either of University men 
or of University learning. Both studonts and their guardians had begun to think that other 
lines of life, cheaper and less laborious than that of the student, would pay bettor in the long 
run, and the vast majority of tho young men bolouging to tho classes who attend our colleges 
are compelled, by their .circumstances, to think chiefly of what will pay in selecting their lino 
of life The kind encouragement given to this college by the Lieutenant-Governor on the 
oocasion of his visit has shown tho people of this neighbourhood unmistakeably that they 
were wrong in supposing the authorities indifferent to academical learning.” 

‘ 405 Twenty-one students wont up to tho first examination in arts, of whom only 

one passed in tlie second division, and five in the third. On this result tho Officiating 
Principal remarks 

“ The results of the University examination aro again deplorable, but not worse than 
I expected from the state of tho oollege. I noed not, however, make any further remark 
upon them for, as we have now evidently turned tho corner, I confidently look for quite 
different results in the next examination ; and if all goes well in the first arts examination 
of 1876 this college ought to take its old place, for our first year class is very strong and 
of admirable quality, quite equal to anything wo ever had before tho reductions.” 

One scholarship of the second grade was awarded on the result of the first arts 


examination. . ' 

406. During tho year 193 volumes have been added to the library, “which, says 
Mr. Lethbridge, “when I took charge in June last, I found in great confusion, as the books 
had been re-arranged, but (for want of a librarian) not re-catalogued. Moroover, I found 
that the head-clerk, who . nominally discharged the duties of librarian in addition to nil the 
clerical duties of this institution, was utterly unable properly to attend to tins work. On 
the representation of tho Officiating Principal, a separate librarian was appointed in January 
last “Tlie urgent necessity,” says Mr. Lethbridge, “ for the appointment has now been 
fully shown, for on re-arranging tho books in their former order, prior to the preparation of 
a new catalogue, I regret to say that I discovered that no less.than o0 bocks had been lost 
during tho interregnum.” Tho appointment of a separate librarian will not, howevor save 
the library from similar lossos in future, unless the practice of oalling m all books at the 
close of a session is strictly enforced. 

407. The gross oxpondituro for tho year ,was Rs. 18,644, and the income from fees 
Rs 2 648 His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor paid a visit to tho college m boptembei 
last and, in reply to the urgent appeals of the community for the re-establishment of B.A 
classes, prescribed tho following conditions for their restoration : — 

1 —That the sum of Rs. 75,000 should be raisbd by local subscriptions, and b< 

held by trustees as a permanent endowment of tlie college to the extent o 

Rs. 3,000 per annum. , , , . • 

2 That a further looal contribution of Rs. 3,000 per annum should bo promise* 

by responsible persons for a period of five years. 

On tho fulfilment of the above conditions, the Lieutenant-Governor promised to provid 
in the educational budget a sum of Rs. 6,000 annually for tlie next five years, thoreb. 

Vino an annual sum of Rs. 12,000 available fop meeting thp estimated cost of. provultu 

“ V"rs to teacb-the prised third and fouyth-yoar daises. A pubhc meetin 
V™ h ld * he college ball in January for the purpose of taking steps to raise the i endow 
«nt fund required by the Lieutenant-Governor. Tho chair was tak«n by Mr. ltichardsoi 
the Jud^e ofNuddoa, ahd tho proceedings were characterised by an extraordinary amoui 
f i.G.fsiasm mid unanimity. Resolutions were passed, thanking U.s Honor for tl 
# f raWe consideration given to the wishes of the residents, an^ appealing to the wealthy 
favora . S provide the necessary funds, and a committee was appointed for the 

inhabitants .of ™ t , J0 NudU ^and adjoining districts. The sum of lls. 1 

purpose ■ b before the meeting soparated, and under the guidance of the Officiating 
was subson * Secretary to tho fund, the business of collecting subscriptions has been 

Pnnoipal, as Ho ° jt %u d dea Ind the neighbouring districts. The results of tho stops taken by 
!£ P ^ Lmi ttolfor wiring subscriptions in the adjoining districts are not yet known, 
the Centr Otffciatiiur Principal, “inasmuch as nearly half the lump sum lequired (or 

more’thln y Rs ll 31,000) hJ already been promised independently at bead-quarters, I trust 
“am jusSfied in believing tile success of the scheme assured.” 
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408. Mr. Lethbridge has, however, proceeded home on six months’ leave from 1st May, 
and during his absence the business of collecting money may not perhaps proceed so actively. 
If, however, it should appear in November or JUeoember that the proceedings of the Central 
Committee have been suooessful, there will be no difficulty in organizing a native professorial 
staff in time for the opening of the new session in January 1876. 

409. Berhampore College.— At the dose of the year there were 25 students on the rolls, 
being five more than the number in the previous year. The first-year class contained 15 
students, and the second-year 10. Twelve of the 25 pupils are returned by the Principal as 
zemindars and persons of independent income, 10 as professional persons, two as Government 
servants, and one as a merchant. 

410. Eight candidates went up to the first arts examination, and four were passed, 
three being placed in the second division and one in the third. The failures were three in 
English, one in the second language, one in mathematics, one in logic, and two in chemistry. 
The Principal says:— “I had expected better results, and that six would certainly have 
passed.” To the two highest of the passed students in the second division senior scholar- 
ships were awarded, tenable in the Presidency College. 

411. Of the four junior soholars in the first-year class, two were deprived of their scholar- 
ships for irregular attendance ; and of the others, one retained his scholarship on the result' 1 
of the annual examination, and the other, who was unable to appear at the examination, on 
the general progress he had made in the class during the year. 

412. The gross expenditure for the year was Us, 20,273, and the income from fees 
Its. 1,330. The cost to Government of each college student was therefore Its. 1,114 per 
annum, and I see no present prospect of 1 a reduction of this heavy charge. The collegiate 
school, which should be the main feeder of the college, failed again very miserably at the last 
entrance examination. Out of a class of 33 boys, 24 were permitted to go up to the examina- 
tion, and of these all but five failed, only one having reached the standard of the second 
division. No explanation of the result is offered by the Principal, who merely remarks : — “ I 
regret that the entrance examination results have again been very unfortunate, not- 
withstanding all the precautions and monthly examination with prizes during the entire session.” 
Many of the zemindars of the district are wealthy, and some of them noted for their liber- 
ality ; and I think some effort should be made to move them to contribute an endowment 
fund for the oollege, and thereby reduce the very large oost of each student to the State.” 

413. The Civil Service class has been abolished, and the ponies, &c., whioh oertain resi- 
dents had kindly placed at the disposal of the Principal for the use of the riding class, have 
been returned. 

414. The Hostel Fund now amounts to Rs. 14,000, invested in 4 per cent, papers, and 
it is intended that the institution should be opened on the 1st tjuly. 

415. Sanskrit College. — At the close of the year the College Department contained 
25 students, being ono less than the number in the provious year. They were all Hindus, 
four belonging to the upper and 21 to the middle classes. The instructive staff of this 
department consisted of throe Sanskrit professors, besides the Principal and an English 
lecturer. The college sustained a groat los^by the death of the learned and able Assistant 
Professor of Rhetoric, Pandit Chunder Mohan Siddhantabagish, which took place in May, and 
his place was taken by Pandit Ramnarahan Tarkaratna, the first grammar pandit of the 
school. The students of the first and second-year classos pay fees at the rate of Rs. 5 per 
mensem, and, under special arrangements, the third and fourth-year students attend the 
classes of the Presidency College in all their studies except Sanskrit, paying the full or half 
rate of fees in that institution according as they are holders of senior scholarships or not. 

4 416. Seven students went up to the first arts examination, and two passed in the 
third division. The Makaraj Kumar Bettiah’s Scholarship of Rs. 10 a month for one year 
was awarded to one of the successful candidates. Three out of five of the students who had 
studied in the Presidency College under the special arrangements above-mentioned, went up 
to the B.A. examination, and all passed,, one being plaoed in the first division, ono in the second, 
and one in the third. t Gyariendra Nath Dass, who passed in the first division, stood fourth in 
order of merit. Twcfof the graduated of the year are now reading the M.A. Sanskrit subjects 
'in the oollege, and have been awarded scholarships of Rs. 50 and Rs. 25 a month respectively. 
Two candidates wept up t<a the M.A. examination in Sanskrit, and ono of them passed. 

417. The officers of the coliege, as usual, conducted ^he examination for scholarships and 
4 prizes, and upon the result, eight senior and eight junior 1 scholarships, amounting to Rs. 160 
a month, were awarded. Prizes of books to the extent of Rs. 150 were awarded to successful 
pupils in the junior classes. r •• '* 

*418. Several valuable additions of books, English and Sanskrit, have boon made to the 
\ library during the year. Under the ‘suggestion of Babu iRajendra Lai Mitra, Government 
j has sanctioned an expenditure of Rs. 2,000 on the preparation of a new catalogue of the 
Sanskrit manuscripts belonging to the library. This amount will be provided in the budget 
for 1876-77. The whole of the rooms lately oooupied by the Presidency College in the 
central block of the old college building have been made over to^the Sanskrit College, which 
is now provided with accommodation somewhat in excess of its wants. 
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419. Cuttack High School. — College Department . — The number of students on the 
rolls on 31st March during the last four years is shown below : — 


1873 

1873 


Students. 

19 

U 


1874 

1875 


Students. 

17 

20 


420. Classified according to religion, the students consisted of 18 Hindus, one Muham- 
madan, and one Christian; and in race, eight were Bengalis and 10 Uriyns. All the 
students, oxcept one from the Pooree school and two from the Balnsore school, had joined the 
classes after passing the entrance examination from the school department of the high 
school. 

421. The 20 students on the rolls on 31st March last were divided equally between the 
first and second-year classes. The seven students of which the second-year class consisted in 
December last went up to the first arts examination, but two only were successful, both 
being placed in the second division. On this result the head-master says : — 

“ I am unable to account for so largo a proportion of failures, as l had assumed charge 
but a short time before the examination.” The University statement shows that all the 
plucked students failed in English, and that one failed in the socond language, one in history, 
one in mathematics, and one in psychology. Upon the result of this examination, senior 
scholarships of the second grade were awarded to the two successful candidates. 

422. Amongst the 10 students composing the second-year class of the current session 
there are six holding senior scholarships, four of the second grade and two of the third, and 
another holds a scholarship founded by the Maharajah of Dhcnkanal for tho encouragement 
of Uriya boys. Amongst the 10 boys of tho first-yoar class there are three holding junior 
scholarships, one of the second grade and two of the third, and there is also ono student in 
this class holding a Dhcnkanal scholarship. 

423. The head-master was assisted in the examination of the first-yoar students 
by Messrs. Beames, Parry, Stevens, and Babus ltangalal Banerji and Abinosh Ckundra 
Chatterji. 

424. On the general result of the examination of both classes the hoad-iiiaster 
writes : — 


“ Taking into corftideration tho liberal distribution of scholarships, and making every 
allowance for the peculiar disadvantage under which these classes are carried on, 1 cannot 
myself regard the result of the annual examination of either of them as quite satisfactory, 
nor the standard hitherto gained by them as at all compensating the yearly outlay. My 
predecessor considered the want of feeders a great drawback to those classes. It doubtless 
is a disadvantage, but the want of real earnest work in tho school department is not to be 
excepted. Much more industry must bo displayed by pupils in tho higher classes of tho 
school before tho results are more satisfactory in tho college classes. I look to my assistants 
to aid me to grapple suceessfuly with the hindrances; and from tho hearty eo* operation 
which they have already accorded, I doubt not that their assistance will bo competently and 
cordially giveu.” 

425. No groat improvement in tho first Arts classes ’can be looked for till bettor 
material comes up from the school ; and it is to improved teaching in the latter that the head*' 
master should give his uncoasing attention. The popularity of tho school is evidently 
increasing, the number of boys now on the rolls being 234, against 216, 191, and 109 in the 
three previous years. f With 300 boys on tho school resistor .there ought to bo tin annual 
supply of 15 to 20 students to the college classes from this institution alone. 

426. Bauleah High School. — College Department . — The collego classes wore fifcst 
opened on the 1st April 1873, and the number of students on tho rolls on 31st March was 25, 
of whom 15 wero in tho first-year class and 10 in tho second. Tho corresponding figures for 
tho previous year were 27, 18, and 9. All the pupils wore Hindus, and belonged to the 
middle classes of society. 

427. Of tho nine pupils on the rolls of the second-year class' at , tb f o beginning of tho 
session, the most promising (Eraarat Sliek) was carried off by cholera, twt> were expelled for 
insubordination under the orders of tho Commissioner, and one left from inability to pay his 
tuition fee, so that there ^remained five in December, who were all allowed to go up to tho 
first arts examination. The result of the examination was most unsatisfactory : all failed. 
The University statement shows that four failed in English, four in Sanskrit, two in history, 
two in mathematics, four in logic, and two in chemistry. Commenflng on this result, the 
head-mjister says • 9 

“ This unfavorable result, which was partly anticipated, as alluded to in the last annual 
report, was owing to a variety of causes, of, which the following were the principal : — 

« 1. The first-year class for 1873 being opened on the 1st of April instead of 

at the commencement of the academio year, the candidates had lost full 
three months of the first year, that is, one-third of the working period of 
that year, or one-sixth of the entire period allowed to first arts students for 
going through tho appointed course. ,, 
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“ 2. — It is also to be remembered that, in consequence of the delay thus made in 
openiiig the first arts class, the most distinguished of the successful candi- 
dates of the school at the entrance examination of December 1872 had 
proceeded to joiu other affiliated institutions ; and so those that remained to 
form the first-year class were in general of low capacity and intelligence, 
as will appear from the fact that there was not a single scholarship-holder 
among them.” 

“ 3. — There were, moreover, serious interruptions to study, caused by the extreme 
unhealthiness of the station, and the fearful prevalence of cholera and 
small-pox in it during a considerable portion of the year, by which not 
only the most promising of the second-year boys was carried off, but the 
survivors became ill-fitted to properly prepare themselves for the examina- 
tion.” 

428. I think the head-master gives good reasons for the ill-success of the candidates at 
the last examination ; rtfid it is but fair that the staff should not bo judged too harshly ou 
the result of an examination conducted under such exceptional circumstances. 

429. On the science class the head-master remarks : — 

“The chemistry class was, on the 31st March 1875, attended by 10 out of 25 pupils on 
tho rolls. During the past year lis. 60 was granted for the purchase of chemicals and 
apparatus, in addition to Rs. 40 previously allowed ; but this supply was quite insufficient 
for the requirements of the class. Tho subject will bo soon laid before tho authorities of tho 
school, with a view to a suitable amount being laid out for procuring the requisite instruments 
and laboratory materials.” 

430. It appears that tho incomo of tho college department during the year was 
Rs. 5,826 from fees and endowment, whilst the expenditure was Rs. 5,494 ; and I think 
the surplus at credit could hardly he better spent than in providing the science lecturer with 
suitable apparatus and laboratory materials. 

431. The new building for tho accommodation of tho eollego classes, to tho cost of 
which the Ranee Sarat Sundari Devya generously contributed Its. 10,547, was completed 
in February, and the transfer of the classes and the library to this building has given sensible 
relief both to school and* college. Tho thanks of tho department and of the Bauleali 
community are duo to the ltaneo for her great liberality in this good work. 

432. Midnatur High School. — College Department. — This department was opened on 
the 1st January 1873, and tho number of students on the rolls on 31st March last was 12, 
being one less than the number in the previous year. 

433. For tho first time this higll school sent up candidates to the first arts examina- 
tion in November last, and 'the rosult reflects credit on tho head-master. Out of seven candi- 
dates, three passed, one being placed in tho first division, one in the second, and one in the 
third. The student in the first division stood fourth in order of merit in the general list 
and gained a first grado senior scholarship, and a second grade senior scholarship was awarded 
to the candidate who was placed in the second division. Both these studonts have joined 
'the Presidency College. The third successful student also received a local scholarship 

of 11s. 5 a month, founded by Raj all Lachman Prasad of Mahisadal, and ho is now reading 
for tho B. A. examination in tho General Assembly’s Institution in Calcutta. Of tho four 
candidates who failed, two failed in English, three in Sanskrit* three in logic and 
philosophy, two in history, and one in mathematics. “ This result of the first arts examin- 
ation,” says tho head-master. “ must bo considered os highly satisfactory, both as rogards 
the proportion of the passod candidates to the number sent up and the amount of scholarship 
displayed by the best candidate, both of which are taken into consideration in judging of tho 
position of an institution of this kind in a given year.” 

434. Tho Vice-President of tho District Committee makes tho following remarks on the 
working of the school inuring the first two years of its existence : — 

“ Tho results 6f these examinations (entrance and first arts) ♦ cannot but be regarded #8 
highly satisfactory and creditablo to the tutorial staff, and the success of the highest candi- 
date in the first arts examination is most surprising, considering the quality of the staf^ 
entertainod by the institutions against whoso students he had to compete. Tho chief crodit 
for this must of courso belong to the hoad-mastUr, Babtf Gangadhur Acharjya; and I can 
hardly be wrong in assuming that the high sohool under him has, so for as £he result of the 
first two years are concerned, far outrun any 'other high school hitherto established in the 
Lower Provinces.” 

In the above remarks by Mr. Harrison I cordially concur. 

435. General Assembly’s Institution. — The number of pupils on the rolls on 31st 
March was 104, distributed thus : 46 in the first year, 33 in the second, 14 in the third, and 
11 in the fourth Tho corresponding figures for the provious year were 80, 22, 25, 12, and 
21, so that whilst the total in the three highest classes was the same as in the previous year, 
there has been an increase of 24 in the first-year class. 
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436. The institution sent up 29 candidates to the first arts examination, and of these 
three passed in the second division and fivo in the third. Twenty-two candidates went up to 
the B.A. examination, and 10 passed: three in the second division and seven in tho third. 
Three graduates appeared at tho examination for honors and two for the degree of M.A. ; one 
passed for honors in English in the third class and one passed the M.A. examination in 
mental and moral scieneo. Three junior scholarships wero hold by students in tho first and 
second-year classes, and in addition to those, scholarships of the aggregate value of Ils. 47 
per mensem were awarded by the collego for proficiency at tho quarterly examinations. 

437. On tho position of the college generally, tho Principal writes “ Tho numbers 
attending the classes of this college have been gradually rising during tho past fow years, 
uutil now it is helioved that they are somewhat higher than those of any other aided college 
in Calcutta, while the thoroughness and efficiency of tho work done is shown by tho results 
of the University examinations, which compare favorably with the results of colleges 
enjoying considerably more assistance from Government, and having a larger staff of 

European pniiessois. ^ _ T ^ uulu b er of /students on the rolls on 31st March 

was 75, distributed as follows 

* First-year class ... ... 


Second „ „ (psychology 12, chemistry 9) 

Third „ „ (Course A. 6, Course IS. 5) 

Fourth,, „ (Course A. 9, Course IS. 7) 


21 

10 

10 


Total ... 75 

Tho Principal writes : — “ This table clearly indicates that tho permission accorded to 
students of aided colleges of attending tho physical science lectures at tho ] ’residency 
College has been advantageous to this college. Our proximity to tho 1 residency College 
makes it easy for our students, without much loss of tune, to attend both. I havo not 
noticed that’tlio arrangement has resulted in any weakening of discipline or any disorderli- 
es »f behaviour. On the whole, I have reason to he satisfied with tho conduct of our 

students duC^ko of" tiro public examinations for tho year, t tho Principal remarks : 

“We had not a B.A. class last year. Wo sent up to tho B.A. examination four of 
our own students who had failed the previous year, and who again passed a test examination 
which we instituted. They received no lectures whatever and were entire y dependent upon 
their own private reading. Of these four, one passed m the third division. The best 
candidate failed, as he had failed tho previous year, in mathematics only. 

“ Our second-year class was satisfactory as regards numbers, but not very hopeful m 
other respects. Twenty-six went up to the first arts examination, of whom fivo only passed, 
three in the second and two in the third division. Wo have a smaller, hut better class this 
year, and I think the proportion of failures to passes will ho reduced. 

440. Free Church Com.ro*.— On tho 31st March then? wore 99 students on the rolls, 
viz 40 in the first-year class, 29 in the second, f‘2 m the third, and 18 in the fouith. Tho 
number of students taking up the B. course was 14, viz. six in tho fourth year and eight m 
To third The number of students taking up chemistry in the second-year class was nine. 
Of tho 99 students, two belonged to tho upper class and 97* to the muldlo; m religion, two 
were Christians and 97 Hindus. Seventeen candidates went, up to the first arts examination, 
and of these nine passod, five in the second division and four m the third. 1 our ot 
the successful candidates gained Government senior scholarships. Thirteen candidates wAnt 
no to the B A examination, and of these five passed, one in the first division, one in the 
second and three in the third. The candidate placed in the first division stood second m 
order of merit on the general list. One graduate passed tho examination for honors 
mathematics, and another in history and political economy— both in tho third class. 

441 St Xavier’s College.— At the close of tho year the’nuyibf of students on the 
.. t ftS ‘ 45 distributed as follows 15 in the first-year ‘class, 11 in the Second, seven in the 
forth. Th. corresponding figures for the prevou, ,o»r were 

,39. 12, 10, 6, and 11. » , . * , , , -p . * 

AAO Three candidates went up to the first arts examination and seven to the B.A. 
sim OfSformer two ‘visaed ip the third division, and of the latter one passed 
exommat • senior and fivo junior scholarships havolieen made tenable m the 

besides one from the North-West -Provinces and one from the Calcutta Madrasah, 
college* h . , followed in the collego, the Rector says : — “ Tho B. oourso is taught 

•’’.hnToidlGee Mid we have found groat jidvantage in poking tho physical science lectures 

%C££, rfMSU . spectroseopie oblatory is in cut*, of erection for 
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the special purpose of studying the physical constitution of the sun, and advantage will be 
taken of it to acquaint the students practically with this new and interesting branch of 
astronomy.” 

443. On the foundation of scholarships in connexion with the college, the Rector 
remarks: — “N. Pogose, Esq., of Dacca, has kindly founded two scholarships in our college 
on tho following principle, proposed by the Rector, in aid of the building fund. Every 
donor of Rs. 1,000 will be entitled, he and his heirs, to send to St. Xavier’s College ono day- 
pupil froe of oharge for a period of 50 years. Donors of Rs. 8,000 are entitled to send a 
hoarder free of charge for the same period.” 

444. London Mission College, Bhowanipoke. — There were 39 studonts on the rolls of 

the college at tho end of tho year, 26 in tho first-year class and 13 in the second. The 
corresponding figures for tho previous year were 27, 19, and 8. “ This,” says tho Principal, 

“ shows an increase on last year. It may be interesting to state that of the 39 in tho college, 
30 wero educated in our own school classes, four in our branch schools, one in the Metropolitan 
Institution, and four in mofussil schools.” 

445. Of the 22 pupils passed at the last entrance examination from this institution, 

18 have joined the collego department, and four of them obtained junior scholarships. Out of 
live students sent up fo the first aids examination, four passed, two in thg second division 
and two in tho third, and ono of them obtained a sonior scholarship. Of the private 
scholarships available at tho institution, the Principal says : — “ About Rs. 17 a month havo 
been given in the scholarships named after tho late Mr. Swan. About Rs. 9 a month have 
boon presented to successful competitors in the periodical college examinations, and Rs. 3 a 
month to the students from the London Mission Branch School, Behala, who obtained the 
Bohala scholarship.” •* 

446. SPECIAL INSTRUCTION. — Instruction in law, medicine, and engineering is 
given in colleges affiliated to the University, according to tire requirements laid down in tho 
regulations of tho ditforeut faculties for degrees. 

447. Law. — The number of Government institutions in which law classes are now 
maintained is five, being a decrease of one during the year by the closing of the class at tho 
Midnapur High School in Docember last. The closing of tho Midnapur class was owing to 
tho change in rules of the High Court for the examination of pleaders. 

44S. The following is a statement of the attendance and expenditure in the Govern- 
ment law schools for the year ending 31st March. 

Statement of Attendance and Expenditure in the Government Law Schools for the year ending 

3l st- March 1875. 


Names of 

Number of 
Students, 

Number, of 
Students 
on 

31 »t March 

LEAKN1NO 

THROUGH 

Religion of Students 
A b on t if 31 st March. 


Received. 


• 

Institutions. 

On the rolls on 
31st March 1S75. 

>* 

'3 

c 

£•3 

g| 

i* 

English. 

1 

l 

Christians. 

Hindus. 

Muhammadans. 

Others. 

From Govern- 
ment. 

6 

43 

tn 

| 

1 

Total. 

Expended. 

Presidency College ... 

225 

104 

225 


2 

217 

6 


Rs. A. P. 

Rs. A. P. 

17,805 0 0 

Rs. A. P. 

17.805 0 0 

Hs. A. 1\ 

15.201 8 0 

llooghly 

8 

0 

tT 



7 

1 

... 

457 0 0 

1,403 0 0 

1,020 0 0 

1,020 0 O 

Patna „ 

25 

22 

32 



26 

0 


2,000 0 0 

1,255 0 0 

3,255 0 0 

3,255 0 0 

Dacca , „ 

Kishnaghur „ 

23 

1 

12 

23 



22 

1 


880 0 0 

1,520 0 O 

2,400 0 0 

2,4<>0 0 O 

3 

i 

* 1 



1 




100 0 0 

100 0 0 

100 O 0 

Total 

2&> 

207 

280 


' 2 

273 

14 


3,337 0 0 

22,203 0 O 

25,030 0 0 

23,029 3 *0 


• 445). The number of students was less by 10 than at the enchof the previous year. At' 

the Presidency College there has been an increase of ,43 students, while there has been a 
decline in the number attending the mofussil colleges. ‘During the year dll the mofussil law 
classes ceased to be self-supporting, and in November last the Lieutenant-Governor, after 
considering various proposals as to their future position, came to the conclusion tlftt, to 
maintain their self-supporting character, the most suitable plau was to close tho second and 
third-year classes, and to keep open only a first-year class at the Hooghly, Dacoa, and Patna 
colleges, awarding to the lecturer all the class fees, in lieu of a fixed salary from Government. 
On the urgent representations of the residents at Dacca and Panta, the second and third- 
year classes were re-opened at these stations, till all the students then enrolled had completed 
their course, and on condition that the fee for the lectures was raised from Us. 5 to Its. 7 
per mensem. * 
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The Becond and third-year classes have not been re-opened at the Etooghly College, hence 
the small number of students enrolled on the 31st March. 

450. The total cost of the law departments for the year was Rs. 23,029, which was 
met by Rs. 22,293 from fees and Rs. 736 from the State. The Burplus of receipts over 
expenditure at the Presidency College was lls. 2,600, which accounts for tho reduction of 
State expenditure in the niofussil colleges to Rs. 736. 

451. Law Examination . — At the B.L. examination there wore 71 candidates, of whom 
69 belonged to Bengal. Of tho lattor, tlireo passed in the first division and 36 iu the second, 
as shown below : — 


Colleges. 

Presidency College .. 
Iloogbly „ 

Kishnaghur „ 
Dacca „ 

Patna „ 


• Number of Npmbee PAMtp ik 

candidates. First division. Second division! 


... ... 6(3 2 27 

3 ... 1 

1 1 

S ... 4 

.. ... 4 ...... • ... I 

Total ... 09 3 30 


The B.L. examination is now the only one which tho University holds, that for a lioonso 
having ceased from last year. 

452. Law Classes. — The following information is taken from tho reports of the 
Principals of colleges at which there are law classes. 

453. Presidency College. — Tho number of students on the rolls of tho law depart- 
ment on 31st March during the last four years is shown below : — 


1872. 1873. 1874. 1H75. 

Third-year class ... ... 98 20 46 60 

Second „ „ ... ... ... 46 46 67 

First „ „ ... ... 84 63 • 8(> 97 

Second „ pleiulership class ... 61 30 10 4 

First „ , } „ ... 37 31 2 11 


Total ... 270 189 182 226 

On the present strength of tho classes the Principal says :-r-“ I do not oxpoct that the 
department will increase beyond its present strength or fall much below it, unless under some 
unforeseen change in the rules for the admission of pleaders to tho High Court. Studonts 
cannot now pass from the first to tho second year lectures till after passing the B.A. examin- 
ation, and this explains why the 80 students in the first-year class of 1874 decreased to 57 in 
tho second-year class of 1875.” The difference between the number in the tirst-yoar class of 
1874 and the second-year class of 1875 is no doubt almost entirely duo to the. failure of 
these studoilts at the B.A. examination; but some wl jo did not fail may have inigratod to 
the mofussil colleges at which thero are law classes. Classified according fo religion, the 225 
students consisted of 217 Hindus, six Muhammadans, anti two Christians, of whom 21 
belonged to the upper, and 204 to tho middle classes. 

454. Last year theifc was an excess of payments over receipts amounting to lls. 1,319 ; 
but, owing to the raising of tho fee of second-year students from lls. 5 to lls. 10 during tho 
last session, there was in the year under report an excess of receipts over disbursements 
amounting to lls. 2,G01. 

The collego sent up 55 candidates to tho B.L. extanination, and 29 were successful, two 
being placed in the first division and 27 in the second. • * V 

455. IZooghly College. — Tho number of students on the rolls on 31st March was # 
eight, aiii tho daily avorage attendance G‘5. “In consequence,” savs'the Principal, “of thp 

* falling off in the number of students attending the law cksses, the fees fell short of tho 
salary of tho lecturer, and as the law classes were established on the condition that the fees ( 
of tho students should cover all expenditure, it was ordered, in the absolution of Government 
of 2tet November, that the second and thirdly sar classes should be abolished, and that tho 
first-year class only should be retained, and that the lecturer's remuneration should be # the 
fees of the class. Tho second and third-year students find it inconvenient and expensive to 
attend the classes at the Presidency Cbllege, so thdy have petitioned Ilis Honor the 
Lieutenant-Governor to re-open the classes, and petitions to the same effect have been made 
by the inhabitants of Chinsurah and Hooghly, but a reply has not vet been received." 

I ln consequence of these changes Babu Trailokya Nath Mitra resigned his appointment on 
the 1st January, and he wa# succeeded by Babu Navin Krishna Mukerji, the law lecturer 
of tho Civil Service Department. 
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Three candidates for the degree of B.L. went up to the examination, and one was placed 
in the socond division. 

Tho fees collected during the year amounted to Es. 1,403, and the expenditure 
to Rs. 1,920 ; of tho latter amount, the sum of Rs. 120 was from the fees after 1st January, 
when the ohanges came into operation. 

456.* Dacca College. — Tho following table givo$ tho numbers of the law department 


on 31st March for tho last two yoars : — 

# 

1874. 

1875. 

' Third-year B.L. class 

... 

o 

3 

Second „ „ 

... 

4 

5 

First „ „ 

... 

7 

9 

Second „ ploadership class 

4 . 

9 

3 

First „ „ „ 


2 

3 



Total ... 27 

23 


Tho foos collected during the year amounted to Rs. 1,520, and the disbursements to 
Rs. 2,400, the difference, Rs. 880, being tho cost of the classes to Government for tho yoar. 

457. “There has been,” says the Principal, “ no decrease of late yoars in the number 
of students reading for the B.Tj. degree. The falling off has boon solely in the numbers of 
those reading for the ploadership examination. The new rules, raising very considerably 
the qualifications required, camo into operation in January 1874, and their immediate effect 
has of course been greatly to diminish the numbor of students ; consequently tho law depart- 
ment has ceased to bo self-supporting. The Government, considering that in this country 
tho study of law does not need nursiug, but may be safely loft to take caro of itself, proposed 
to do away with tho socond and third-year B.L. classes, and leave the first-year class to 
support itself. On earnest representations of the effect that this abolition would have on 
tho college and school, especially in lowering the supply of good masters for the latter, 
and on reconsideration, Government consented to tho whole course being taught at Dacca as 
heretofore, on condition, howovor, that tho fee be raised from Rs. 5 to its. 7. Tliero is every 
reason to believe that in a year or two the department will again bo self-supporting.” 

“Four students and one ex-student of the department went up to the B.L. examination, 
and ono only failed. One ox-student went up to the higher grade ploadorship examination, 
and passed. ” , 

458. Patna College.— The numbor of students on tho rolls on 31st March was 32, 
being two loss than tho corresponding number of tho previous year. Thoso consisted of 17 
B.L. and 15 ploadership students, of whom 20 were Hindus and six Muhammadans, 21 
being Beharis and 11 Bengalis. This department having ceased to bo self-supporting, was 
remodelled at the close of last session in accordance with the resolution of Government 
abolishing tho second and . third-year classes. This change was not acceptable to the com- 
munity, and on the urgent request of parents and pupils tho classes wero ro-oponod on 1st 
April on their former footing, with the exception that the foe was raised from Rs 5 to 7. 
The feos realizod up to 31st December amounted to Rs. 1,255, and the expenditure was 
Rs. 1,800, the difference, Rs. 545, being the cost to Government. 

Four candidates wont up to the B.L. examination, and all passed in tho second division. 
The second-year ploadership students wero unable to appear at the examination held by the 
High Court for higher grade pleaders, as they had not passed tho first arts examination. 

459. Kishnaghur College. — During the 1874 session thoro were four students in 

this department, three for tho B.L. examination and one for the ploadorship examina- 
tion. Of the former, ono was a third-year student who went up to the examination in 
January, and came out first in tho list of candidates in the first* division. The pleader- { 
ship candidate was unable to go up for examination, as be had "not passed the first 
arts examination. During the current session thore is only ono law student. “ There 
can be no doubt, ” says the Principal, “ that the law class ought to be abolishod as a 
farce; if it were to remain long in its present weak status, indeed, it would doubtless 
soon dissolve of itsplf, as no locturer would be found to do the work for tho sake of one 
student. But Baranasi Babu is willing to continue his lootures ' until we get our B.A. 
classos back, when he anticipates a large increaso. Under these circumstances,'! would 
recommend that the department bo allowed to exist until wo r ean see the results of the 
ro-establishment of tho B A. classes, which I hone will be a fait accompli before tho time for 
submitting tho next annual report. ” * 1 

460. Berhampore College. — Tho Prircipal in his roport says: — “Lectures in law to 
the Civil Service class were delivered throughout the session of 1874. In the beginning of 
tho ‘present session two students were admitted, — one to the third-year University class and 
the other to the ploadorship class, *the law lecturer having kindly undertaken to deliver the 
usual course, though he declines the remuneration from fees until tho classes enlargo. ” 

The class has now boon abolished. 

461. Midnapur High School. — The alteration in the High Court rules for pleaders 
caused a gradual falling off in tho number of students, and the class came to an end at the 
close of the 1874 session. 
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462. Medicine. — The standard for admission to the English department for licen- 
tiates at the Medical College has hitherto been the University entrance examination ; but on 
repeated representations by the college authorities of tho insufficiency of this test of general 
education for candidates entering upon medical studies, the University passed in August 
last amerced regulations, substituting the first arts for the entrance examination as a 
qualification for admission to the licentiate class. This change involved some alteration 
in tho professional subjects for tho L.M.S. and M.B. examinations, in order to maintain 
a substantive distinction between the standards for the two examinations. It was accordingly 
decided that at the first examination, which takes place three years after admission, 
candidates for the degreo of M.B. should, as heretofore, pass an examination in comparafi re- 
ana toiny and zoology , in addition to the subjects proscribed for licentiates, and that at 
the second or final examination, which takes place two years after tho first, such candi- 
dates should also pass an examination in general and comparative, physiology, in addition 
to tho subjects proscribed for licentiates. This change has been incorporated in tho 
University regulations, and will take effoct from the opening of tho new session in 
June 1875. On tho recommendation of the college# authorities, the University has also 
decided on holding a separate examination in hygiene and pathology , instead of including 
questions on those subjects in tho paper of questions on medicine , as had hitherto been the 
practice. As all the final students this year had attended a separrtto course of lectures in 
hygiene and pathology, this change in tho examination was carried out at tho examination hold 
in March. 0 


403. English Medical Classes.— Medical College.— Tho fortieth session of tho Medical 
College closed on 31st March. During tho session the college sustained a groat loss hy tho 
deatir of Surgeon-Major Surji Kumar Cfoodovo Chakajrbatti, m.d., one of the physicians to 
the hospital, and Professor of Matoria Medica and Clinical Medicine. On this event the 
Principal, Dr. Chovers, writes < “ Dr. Cluikarbatti received the larger portion of his education 
in this college. Ho was one of tho four students of this college who were sent by Govern- 
ment to complete their education in London, under the care of Dr. Henry II. Goodove. 
Dr. Chakarbatti was an example to his countrymen of the fact that true eminence as a 
scientific physician is attainable by tho natives of India. I believe that tho tidings of his 
death was received with regret by every person in tho collego, in which he taught for 21 
years. The Council unanimously decided that the college should bo closed on ono of his 
lee turn days as a public expression of sorrow and of esteem for his memory. ’ 

464. When tho session opened in Juno 1874, 3P) students resumed their studios in 
the English class, and there were 161 new admissions and 36 re-admissions. The full 
strength of the class was therefore 519, the highest since the collego was opened. Tho strong* h 
in tho eight preceding years was 504, 415, 388, 341, 373, 313, 233, and 19<>. 

465. There were 233 paying students on the rolls when tho. session opened m lorl, 

and 159 new admissions took place. By passing final examinations and withdrawals dining 
the session, the number of paying students was reduced to 227 at the end <>l the year, against 
233, 210, 183, 153, 125, 86, 86, 65, 54, 34, 31, 33, and 9, in flm 15 years which haw 
elapsed since this class was established. Classified^according ti> religion, the 330 students on 
the rolls of tho English department on 31st March consisted of 273 Hindus, eighty 
Muhammadans, 48 Christians, and one other. * „ . . , T> 0 , 

466. The cost of the English department was Ls. l,0o,48o, of which Its. 24,/ 2o was 
• met by foes and Es. 80,760 from State funds. The corresponding figures for tho previous 

year wore Es. 1,09,815, Us. 23,618, and Es. 86,197. The cost per head, reckoned on an 
average daily attendance of 319 students, was Es. 330-10, against Es. 320-8 in tho previous 

year 467 University Examinations.— Eleven candidates were registered fur the first M.B. 
examination, and of these two passed in tho first class and five in the second. 

For the first L.M.S. examination there were 155 candidates, of whom 09 had Lilul 
in previous years. Of these, only 31 were successful, including seven of the 0.) who had tailed 

.BforiMfyeara. ri r , osam i nat i„„ there was only ,mi et.irli.Me, and ho ha-1 

been rejected !» 1874. lie failed again Far the eceond L.M.8 ex^mjd™. there , j.cro 
40 rnmlitldtes of whom 13 had been rejected at the examination oi # 1874. 1 wo _ can- In I ate n. 
We unable to present themselves, and three others were turned out of tho examination for 
resorting to unfair, means to pass. - .Of the rest only 13 were successful, including three ot 

Stud second L.tf.8. examinations show how necessary it was to 
raise thd standard for admission to the licentiate class by substituting tho first arts for the 

entrance examinatiom Clnm _ 0n tho opening oftho session 25 hospital apprentices 

resumed their Judies; and 21 new admissions took place. During the year seven passe, 1 their 
Sr»lkge eSninatta end »ino passed the local eaamination t»a ^ 

regimental ^^^^^t^p^anii'^sciiilino^oMhia cla^leive lieeiToxernitlary j 

Sd I .TgM that I*anMiOW,*fer the tot time since the edneation of this elm rraa resumed 
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in 1869-70, in a position to assert from my own personal experience hero, that, as long as 
care is taken to send us down none but healthy, well-conducted, and intelligent lads, the 
training of this class in college may be confidently looked upon as presenting almost certain 
success. I attribute the present well-being of this class in a very large measure to the atten- 
tion and judgment with which Mr. Apothecary W. A. Kidd exercises his duty of ^jipervision 
and tutorial instruction. The strength of this class has now been fixed at 60.” 

470. Military Class. — At the opening of the session in 1874, 72 students of this class 
were present : 53 new students were admitted and three re-admitted, bringing the strength of 
tho class up to 128. Of these, 27 passed their final examination, 16 were removed for mis- 
conduct, two were transferred to regiments, and one was allowed to leave the service. At tho 
end of tho session the strength of the class was 82, of whom all that were available, numbering 
7 6, were transferred to tho Temple Medical School at Patna, under arrangements made 
during the session 

471. “ Upon the withdrawal of the military class,” writes Dr. Chovefs, “ all immediate 

association between the staif of native teachers of those classes and this college ceases, except 
in the duty of examining the Bengali classes. I can only reiterate tho fact which I have 
submitted in many previous reports, that these officers are gentlemen of the highest personal 
and professional character, Vho have long workod with me, admirably, and. whom I no^v 
thank most sincerely fdr tho invaluablo aid they have given me.” 9 

Tho students of the military class aro stipendiaries, and pay no fees. The cost of the 
class to Government for the year was Its. 29,858. # 

472. Campbell Medical School. — On the opening of the session in June 1874 there were 
506 students on the roll : 307 now admissions and five re-admissions took plaee, bringing up 
the strength of the classes to 818. . Of these, 109 passed thoir final examination, 112 were 
struck off the rolls or left tho school, and 54 wero transferred to the Dacca Medical School, 
where the first session will open on 15th June 1875. The 818 students included 66 scholar- 
ship-holders, 66 free-holders, three Orissa stipend-holders, 22 out-scholarship-holders, and 661 
paying students : the tuition fee being Its. 1, 2, and 3 a month during the first, second, and 
third years respectively. 

The pupils consisted of 688 Hindus, 13 Muhammadans, and three others ; 505 belonged to 
the middle classes, 161 to tho lower, and the parentage of 38 was not known. 

The cost of the school* for the yoar was Us. 41,342, of which Us. 24,532 was met by fees 
and Us. 16,810 from State funds. 

473. A librarian has been added to the establishment, and a small library allowance of 
Us. 20 per mensem sanctioned. Much inconvenience is felt from having to use the temporary 
lecture rooms for operation cases, their construction being such that only a few of the 
students can see the details of an operation, and tho toaclier of surgery labors under great 
inconvenience from tho Want of sufficient light. The completion of tho operating theatre 
(which will also be used as the lecture-room) will remedy tho present inconvenience. “ It is 
greatly to bo regretted,” says the Superintendent, Dr. Woodford, “ that no practical 
medical jurisprudence is taught at this school, although ono of tho most important of 
subjects. The consequence is, tho theorfitical knowledge tho students carry away from 
here as native doctors is apt to mislead rather than assist the magistracy in cases 
of murder, wounds, infanticide, &c. ; that is, should any magistrate bo 4 inclined to 
trust to such evidence. As Professor of Medical Jurisprudence, I have no alternative at 
present but to pass students , of this school at their final examination, if well up in tho 
theory of tho subject, although they may possess no practical knowledge, and would not 
pijobably be able to make a post-mortem examination for want of tho necessary instruction.” 
On this subject Dr. 'Woodford has addressed the Deputy Surgeon-General, requesting him, in 
order that sound practical instruction may be given, “ to move tho Government to order all 
medico-legal cases to be sent by the Magistrate of the 24-Pergunnahs to tho Campbell 
Medical School for examination and instruction by the teacher of medical jurisprudence 
yearly during the winter session, viz., from 15th November to 15th of Maroh.” 

474. Dr. ChtfVers has held tho office of Principal of the Medical College for 15 years, 

and this being possibly tho last time he will present the annual report, he submits the 
^following statement of the progress the college has made during these years : — 1 ; 

“ In 1861-62 tho total strength of pupils was 409. When the Bengali class was removed 
in November 1873, it had augmented t<5 1,441j * Last session tVe strength of the 
English class alone wA.s 5<)4. In 1861-62 the schooling fees amounted tr Its. 1,842-8-0, in 
1873-74 they were Its. 35,136-8-0, not including thoso of the Bengali classes for four months. 
Lqst session the fees received from the English class alone amounted to Its. 24,^95. In 
1861-62 the number of paying students was 33, in 1873-74 it was 1,076. I submit these 
results with pleasure, but without any wish to’claim moro than my due share of credit for 
bringing them about. These results were to be foreseen. The college was made over to me 
by my predecessors, Drs. Eatwell and Partridgo, in admirable working order. My colleagues 
have always been a body ot the most eminent medical men of their time, any one of whom, 
standing alone, would havo given importance and reputation; to the sohool. They have 
worked with me like brothers up to this day. Nearly all my assistants have been the very 
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persons whom I would select, if I had to perform this very laborious and responsible duty 
over again. All that I claim for myself is that I have worked as hard as any one of the 
staff to the best of my ability.” 

475. Temple- Medical School . — This school was opened on the 23rd Juno 1874, and on 
that date 20 students were enrolled. The number subsequently inoreasod to 47, of whom 
38 were Muhammadans and niuo Hindus. A largo number of boys applied for admission 
who had received little or no preliminary education, and it was necessary to reject therm 
Those actually enrolled were subjected to an examination by the Principal and native staff 
before admission, and among the successful candidates 10 had a slight knowledge of English. 
A large majority of those who sought admissions wore unable to pay the necessary tuition 
fees, and the Principal, with the liberal assistance of several gentlemen, collected a sum of 
Its. 3,096, which was sufficient to provide 43 free presentations for the full period of study, 
three years. All these have not at present been taken up, and, together with the free 
presentations and seholarsliips offered by Government, they offer inducements which should 
attract a bettor class of candidates. Of the 47 originally enrolled, 20 had ceased to attend 
in November, and amongst these were five Hindus, who loft mainly from a disliko to 
practical anatomy. At the close of the year only 27 remained on the rolls, and they were 
Examined by the Principal and native staff in the course they had%ouo over during the 
session. Twenty-two passed a fair examination, and 11 of theso gained more than half 
marks.' Six students were struck off during the year for irregular attendance and general 
inefficiency. Out of»Rs. 200 allowed for prizes, tho sum of Its. 140 was expended m prizes 
to tho six best students. 

476 Of tho sum of Rs. 3,096 subscribed for establishing free present al ions, Its. 295 
was expended up to 31st March, and fees to the extent of 11s. 94 were collected from the 
students, making a total of 11s. 389 in fees for tho year. Tho total expenditure on tho school 


was Xts. 8,281. 

477. During the first session there were admissions at m late a date as tho 28th 
October ' but the°Principal has decided very properly not to admit any students in the next 
session who do not apply in good timo. Arrangements have been made for transferring 
tho military class to this school from tho Medical College on the opening of tho now session. 
The Principal advocates the extension of the age of admission from 20 to 2 5 in special cases. 
No rule of age can be worked very exactly in this country, and' I doubt whether tho school 
would bo benefited by extending the present limit. At 25 men will, as a rule, have tried 
to earn a livelihood by some occupation, and only thoso who have not been successful would 
bo likely to apply for admission to the Medical School. Such men would probably be found 
very untpachablo. 

478. J Dacca Medical School — Arrangements liavif been made for opening this school on 
the 15th June 1875. 

479. Engineering. — Tho civil engineering classes form a special department of tho 


Presidency College. 

The number of students on the rolls on the ^lst March during tho last four years is 


given below : — 



1872. 

1873. • 187*. 

1H75. 
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First-year „ 

Total 

t * 

15 
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20 
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27 
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12 
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• 480’. * In explanation ‘of tbe falling off in the number of* students, tho Principal* 


“There was n marked falling off in the number of admission* to the 
n Juno 1874. The falling off was greater eyen than at first sight appears from the preeod- 
n _ fjlftres as 10 out of tbe 99 students of the first-year are unpromoted students oHhe 
.A f _ c i’ a8S 0 f the previous year. Taking into aooount tbe out-students of tho previous 
^rTrfbi been aTecrease of 59 in the number^ first-year students. The exptanatioo 
ff this is thatfat the opening of the session in June 1873, a tog. T^ie “ 
/resented themselves for admission apparently m the expectation that the mere ^ct of 
laving been enrolled in the classes of the engineering department would to t£ 

dher dead to employment under Government. How large a portion of the admissions to tne 
lepartment in 1873 7 wore unfit to enter upon engineering studies will appear Wow, when 
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the detailed results of the sessional examination of 1874 are given. It is extremely 
desirable that all who seek to qualify for a higher grade than that of sub-overseer should 
have passed the first examination in arts before they enter the department. I am not 
prepared to say that we could at once exact this higher standard for admission, but so 
desirable a reform should be kept stoadily in view. The admissions in June 1874 included 
seven who had passed the first examination in arts, one of whom had received a senior 
scholarship ; and to five of the others I recommended that scholarships of Rs. 15 a month 
for two years should be given from the unappropriated funds for graduate scholarships. 
This was sanctioned. The tenure of these scholarships during the seoond year will depend 
on the result of the annual examination, which will be held in May. Besides these depart- 
mental scholars, 21 holders of junior scholarships gained at the last award have elected to 
have them made tenable in the engineering department, so that the total number of scholar- 
ships held in the first-year class is 27.” 

481. The fees collected during the year amounted to Rs. 13,253, and the expenditure 
to Rs. 43,218 ; the corresponding figures for the previous year being Rs. 17,290 and 
Rs. 44,674. The falling off in fees was due to the decrease in the number of admissions in 
June last, and the smaller expenditure to the discontinuance of the sorvices of one of the 
native assistant lectwers who had been entertained in the previous session, when the ftret- 
year class, owing to the large number of students, had to be divided into three sections. 

482. Classified according to religion, the students consisted of 151 Hindus, two 
Muhammadans, and four Christians ; of whom 155 belonged to the middle classes, one to the 
lower, and the parentage of one was unknown. 

483. The following is the Principal’s report on the examinations of the year : — 

. “ The annual examination of the first and second-year students was hold as usual in tho 

month of May, with tho following results: — 

“ At tho time of the examination there were 129 regular students and 22 out-students 
(i.e. 9 students who had not passed tho entrance examination before admission) on the rolls of 
the first-year class. Of these, three regular students and ton out-students did not present 
themselves for examination, whilst of the 138 who appeared, five were turned out for 
bringing in notes. Tho number of students who gained marks qualifying for promotion to 
the second-year class was 34,- and certificates of tho grade of sub-overseer were awarded to 
11 others. Of the reminder who failed to qualify either for promotion or a certificate, 
14 were permitted to remain in the class for another year. Out of a total of 151 students 
composing tho first-year class, only 45 passed a successful examination, whilst 14 others 
did sufficiently well to warrant their being permitted to read in the same class for another 
year. This unsatisfactory result must be attributed partly to the defective training of some 
of the candidates before adjnission to the department, and partly to the .want of application 
and attention to their studies which the professors frequently complained of in others.” 

“ Tho second-year class, at the time of holding the examination, consisted of 39 regular 
students and two out-students. The latter did not present themselves for examination, and 
of the former eight were found fit for promotion to the third-year class, and a sub-overseer’s 
_ certificate was granted to another ; whilst twelve were allowed to study in the some class for 
another year. The 18 students who failed at the examination left the college, and will 
probably appear from time to time at the half-yearly examination held at the college for 
candidates seeking employment in the Department of Public Works, and in the meantime 
take suoh employment as they can find. Upon the result of this examination, the two 
Forbes’ memorial scholarships of Rs. 10 each were awarded to Navin Chandra Gupta and 
Haridas Pal. Upon my recommondation these students also wers awarded scholarships of 
Rs. 10 each out of the unappropriated fund for graduate scholarships, and the balance of 
this fund was assigned in giving one scholarship of Rs. 15 a month and four of Rs. 10 to 
the best of the students who had gainod promotion to the third-year class.” 

“ Thus, in addition to the scholarships paid from the general fund, which students 
might have elocte^ to hold in the engineering department at the opening of the session, 
> there were six scholarships of Rs. 15 a month each and six of* Rs. 10 awarded to the 
students in this department from the unappropriated balance of Rs. 150 belonging to the 
Graduate Scholarship Fund.” 

“ From the third-year class 24 candidates went up to the University examination in 
June, two for the degree of B.C.E. and 22 for the license. Both the pandidates for the 
degree failed, but were awarded certificates o£ the grade of sub-engineer, to which the Result 
of tho examination entitled them. Of the 22 L.U.E. candidates, two only were successful, 
and to these have been awarded scholarships of Rs. 50 a month, tenable for two years, 
during which they are to be attached to works in progress at the Presidency, for the purpose 
of receiving some practical training in the work of their profession. They also received 
certificates of qualification for the grade of assistant engineer. The balance (Rs. 150 a 
month) of the allowance for graduate scholarships was appropriated in giving scholarships 
to first and seooud-year students, as explained above. To three of the candidates who failed 
to reach the stau^prd for the license, certificates of the grade of sub-engineer were given ; 
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two others received certificates of the grade of overseer, and one a sub-overseer’s certificate ; 
and five have rejoined the class for another session.” 

“ Students failing at the annual examination of the College or University to gain certi- 
ficates of qualification for employment in the Department of Public Works are at liberty to 
present themselves at the half-yearly examinations in February and August for certificates 
of any grade ; and during the session under report, overseers’ certificates were awarded to four 
such students, and sub-overseers’ certificates to three others. The total number of students 
sent out by the college during the year with certificates of fitness for employment in the 
Department of Public Works was 31, viz. — 

Assistant Engiucers ... ... 2 I Overseers ... ... 9 

Sub-Engineers ... ... 6 I Sub -Overseers ... ... 15 

484. School of Art . — There has again been a largo iucrease in the number of students 
at the school. The n um ber on the rolls on 81st March for the last five years has been as 
follows : — 


1871 

1873 

1S73 • ... 


Number cf 
students. 

• 



Number of 
students. 

72 , 


1874 • 


... 129 

76 1 

U4 1 


1876 

• 

... 109 


In creed 165 were Kindus, two Muhammadans, and two Christians ; aud as regards 
social position, 168 belonged to the lower grade of tho middle .and six to the lower classes, the 
lattor being the sons of compositors and printers. 

485. Besides the 169 students on the rolls at tho # end of the year, 105 had left the 
school at different dates during tho year, so that the total number that had received instruc- 
tion for longer or shorter periods during the year was 274. Of the 105 who passed out 
during the year, tho greater number had been under instruction only for short peripds, as 
will he seen from the following table : — 


&) h»ul been in the school for loss than 1 year • 

10 „ „ more Ilian 1, but lets than 2 years 

4 „ „ ,, 2 |» » '} n 

1 I, »» »» 3 H ’« f *» 

1 ,» *» m 4 ii »»"»»• 

so that only two or three had been long enough in the school to become thorough professional 
draughtsmen. These figures show the difficulties undor which the school labors in having 
no scholarships of moderately high value, from Its. 20 to Its. 40 a month, to hold out to 
students, whereby they might be induced to prolong their studios till they become thoroughly 
proficient in the different branches of art. The Principal represents that the school has 
out-grown the accommodation assigned to it, and that tho present teaching staff is also 
inadequate. “ In fact,” he says, “ tho number of students now attending daily could not 
possibly he packed into tho eight very moderately-sized rooms, which arc all that can bo 
used as class-rooms, and I have been forced to make two divisions in each of tho elementary 
classes, one sitting from 10 a.m. to 1-30 p.m., and.tho other from 2 to 5 p.m. ibis, however, 
is very unsatisfactory ; it does not give sufficient time for the students, while it overtaxes 
the very insufficient teaching staff.” 

486. The classes taught during the year, and the numbers in each on tho 31st March, were 
as follows * 


Elementary ... ••• 

Higher di awing and light and shade 
Architectural aud engineering drawing 
Mudelling ... 


49 

OH 

23 

2 


Lithography 
Wood-engraving 
Painting ... 


While divided according to proposed occupation, the March roll stands thus : — 


For Painting 
„ Wood-engraving ... 

„ Lithography ... . 

„ Architectural and engineering drawing 


29 

22 

27 

22 


For Modelling ... — 

„ General course (i.e., for those whose spe- 
cial occupation # is undetermined until 
they, have g lie through t*J elementary 
classes) 


13 

10 

0 


487*. * On the quality of the work produced by the classes, tho^Pfincipal reports:— 

“ The work produced in tho several classes continues to he of the same quality as 
I have hitherto reported it, namely, sueffi as wodld quite stand companion with work of students 
of the same standing in any art school in England. The first volume of Balm ltajendralala 
Mitres Antiquities of Orissa, upon the very difficult plates for which, as I have mentioned 
in previous reports, several of the more advanced .students have been for a long time engaged, 
has P been published during the year ; and £he praise which has been on all sides accorded to 
th“l£ho Jmhs has quite fornoWthe opinion, which I have mvself expressed in former 
renorts^At the fine arts exhibition which took place in Calcutta m December last, 
tffiT works of two or three of our more advanced students were considered to hold a very 
rrediTahk position, arid all found purchasers. The Committee regarded them as ineligible 
JS prizes, Key e“ld not he considered tofhe the work of amateurs. Some of tWn, 
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however, were afterwards sent to the Madras fine arts exhibition, and the Madras Com- 
mittee, not holding the same view, one of our students (Annonda Prosad Bagchi). carried 
off the gold medal offered by the Maharajah of Vizianagram for the best painting by a 
native of India.” 

488. His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor visited the school a few days after the close 
of the year, and expressed himself much pleased, and in some cases oven greatly surprised, at 
what he saw ; and “ I hope,” says the Principal, “ it will not escape his recollection that the 
school of art is literally starving for want of room and means for such extension and 
completion of its legitimate scope and purpose among the educational institutions of 
Bengal, as I think it has fairly shown that it both deserves and is ripe for.” His Excellency 
the Viceroy has also, by visiting the school and inspecting the work of the students, given 
great encouragement to the institution, and “ I feel no hesitation,” writes Mr. Locke, “ in saying 
that the very great increase in our numbers during the last three years is in no small degree 
attributable to the encouragoment afforded by His Excellency’s warm expressions of satis- 
faction with the progress which the school (notwithstanding all the disadvantages under 
which it labors) is making, and to tho many exceedingly liberal commissions and prizes 
which ho has from time to tinjo given to our students.” The total expenditure of the school 
for the year was Ks. 19,957, of which Its. 1,538 was met by fees and Its. 18,419 by the 
State. 

• 

489. FEM AL E EDUCATION.— On the 31st March 1874 the number of Govern- 
ment and aided schools for girls was 257, with an attendance of 7,586 pupils. The corre- 
sponding returns on 31st March 1875 show 297 schools and 7,977 pupils, or an increase of 
four per cent. .These returns include 132 zenana schools in Calcutta and the neighbourhood 
with 1,680 pupils, each zenana teacher being reckoned as a school. 

490. There were also 89 unaided schools with 2,200 pupils ; the number for the pre- 
vious year having been 60 schools and 1,299 pupils, and for tho year before that 30 schools 
and 933 pupils. There has therefore been a steady and rapid increase in the past two years ; 
and tho number of girls in unaided schools has risen by 68 per cent, in the last year. 

491. The returns further show that 5,477 girls were attending schools for boys, namely, 
164 in middle English schools, 201 in middle vernacular schools, and 4,688 in lower verna- 
cular schools and pathsalas, 3,352 of the last being in attendance at the new primary pathsalas. 
In the previous year 2,069 girls were reading in the new pathsalas. These figures show an 
increase of 62 per cent, in female education of this sort. On the whole, we find 15,654 girls 
returned as under instruction, against 12,202 last year. It is necessary to add that there is 
some confusion in the returns of girls’ schools. In many schools so classed, it appears that a 
certain proportion of boys read ; hence in' some figured statements the total number of girls 
appears 300 too high by tho inclusion gf those boys. 

492. From the foregoing statements it appears that aided girls’ schools show very little 
progress, and this fact is noticed generally by the Inspectors. From Dacca it is reported that, 
except at tho head-quarters’ stations, the results attained in such schools are out of all pro- 
portion to the cost. In Rajshalii education in aided schools is at a standstill. In Burdwan 
the Inspector is of opinion that school managers are altogether made too muck of— “little 
discipline can he found in these schools, and less learning.” The one groat drawback to 
learning, in the opinion of the Inspector of tho Presidency division, is irregular attendance. 

493. In unaided girls’ schools there is a very striking increase both in schools and 
pupils. It is not clear how far such schools have been established with the intention of 
keeping them private, or how far with the object of ultimately seeking Government aid. If 
any large proportion of them intend hereafter to apply for a grant, it is worth while to see at 
what cost female education in schools supported by Government has boon carried out 
hitherto. 

494. The State expenditure on girls’ schools has risen -from Us. 62,991 in 1873-74 to 
Bs. 67 972 in 1874-75, and the gross expenditure from Ks. 1,66,409 to Us. 1,82,295. The 
annuaLcost of each pupil in a girls’ school is therefore Ks. 23, of which Government contri- 
butes Ks. 8-8, that is, the cost is very nearly tho same as that of each boy in a zillab 
school. For this expenditure, of all girls reading in girls’ schools, 9 per cent, aro m 
the middle stage, 34 pe^ cent, in the upper primary, and 57 per cent, in the lower primary. 
These results may now bo compared with those of the girls that read in hoys schools. Of 
the latter class 2 per cent, are in the middle stage, 24 per cent, in the upper pnm$r/, and 
74 per cent, in the lower primary. These girls axe educated at the average cost to Govern- 
ment of less than Re. 1-8 a year. It becomes, therefore, an important question whether it w 
desirable to extend the education that costs Government Ks. 8-8 for each girl or that which 
costs Government Re. 1-8. There is no doubt that the former shows results substantially 
better than the latter; hut, on the other hand, the girls’ schools have b een in existence for a 
longer time, and have enjoyed in other ways greater advantages. When it is remembered 
that only 9 per cent* of the pupils in girls’ scttols are in the middle stage of instruction, it 
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appears that, with that exception, all the other girls could have been taught (given the 
necessary condition of time) as efficiently in the pathsalas, and at ono-sixth of the cost. 

495. It is .evident that the education of girls, especially of thoso in the lower classes of 
society, can be carried forward by means of the pathsalas to a degree hitherto unnpproached. 
Hero and there, in Mymensingh, in Backergungo, in Moorshedabad, and in l’umeah, the 
Magistrates and the district committees have set themselves to promoto the education of 
girls by offering moderato rewards to gurus for girls under instruction. Tho okl depart- 
mental rate was lie. 1 for every five girls, and this hast been generally aaopted. I 
recommend tho adoption of this plan by every district committee in Bengal. 1 am convinced 
that for tho present it offers the most effectual means for extending the lower education 
of girls. In Mymensingh district, where this procedure was tried for tho first time, tho 
number of girls at school rose within the year from 10(> to 394, and is still rising. And the 
annual cost of each girl educated upon this plan is only Its. 2-8. 


490. The foregoing remarks are designed rather to show the direction in which tho 
efforts of Government may for the present bo most usefully directed than to advocate the 
reduction or withdrawal of existing grants ; yet it is probable that in many instances, as in 
that to which Dr. Robson rocently drew attention in Backergungo, tho grant-in-aid to girls’ 
schools is absolutely throfhi away. I should urge upon all inspeeting.offieers tho necessity of 
narrowly scrutinising the management of aided girls’ schools, especially in those remote parts 
of a district in which.no healthy public opinion can be brought to hear upon the school. 

497. If for the present tho extension of separate schools for girls ho to a certain extent 
restricted, and larger efforts be made to attract them to boys’ schools, there will hereafter 
doubtless riso up in many parts of the country a spontaneous desire for separate girls’ 
schools in which tho elementary education given in tlit> pathsalas may ho continued. Apd 
in tho meantime we Bhall be giving 10,000 gurus all over Bengal a direct inducement to 
becomo tho apostles of female education. 

498. It should be remembered that this is no now tiling that tho circle inspectors and 
myself are advocating ; it is entirely in accordance with tho traditions of the people, lhe 
census taken in 1874 in Chittagong showed that of 1,480 indigenous schools, 34o were 
mixed schools for boys and girls, and that more than 1,000 girls read in them. 

499. The proposal to found scholarships for girls generally finds favor. By the nature of 
the easo such scholarships have a different object in view from those that are established for 
boys. Girls cannot carry away their scholarships to prosecute their studies m a distant school, 
and they are more of tho nature of prizes for past proficiency than of aids to future progress. 
But there is little doubt that as incentives to learning they have considerable value ; and it 
they are coupled with the condition of periodical examinations in order to test continued 
reading, either in or out of school, we shall be able to push forjvard tho education of the 
successful girls to an appreciable extent. 

500. Scholarships, in fact, are tho backbone of the zenana education system, as it has 
been tried in four districts of Eastern Bengal. The examinations, like the instruction, are 
nrivato and oro conducted entiroly by the separata committees, so that there is theoretically 
abundant room for fraud. But looking to tho character of the gentlemen who compose theso. 
committees, and the yearly statement of progress that they show, I am of opinion that 

the associations aro doing solid and useful work. t n n 

501 The foregoing remarks are chiefly applicable to Bengal proper. In Behar 
female education hardly exists. In Coooh Behar, on the other hand, the seclusion of women 
is not a principle rigidly followed ; and with the necessary condition of funds, no speqjal 
difficulty is likely to attend tho education of girls, especially of thoso in tho lower classes. 
In Orissa there are plenty of girls educated after a fashion, hut there is a very strong repug- 
nance to public schools. Girls of the lower classes are found in pathsalas, hut no respectable 
girls would go ; consequently improved schools will necessarily be a failure. 

502. I summarise the remarks of the Circle Inspectors boloy • 

503 Mr Hopkins rep6rta of the Burdwan division : — “ Female education seems 
to*be making progress very slowly.* This year gives 56 special schools and 66 classes attached 
to village pathsalL, against 106 schools and classes of the previous year lhe number o^ 
tmpils nas increased from *2,839 to 3,177. This result, against £he vast population of the 
division is rather poor. I am afraid, that the managers and teachers of these schools are 
made too much of;* the work is of a very inferior quality. Little discipline can lie found in 
these schools, and still less learning. A small body of native gentlemen urgod on mo the 
desirability of establishing scholarships for girls schools; but I could not make up my mind 
to recommend any scheme which would have -the effect of bestowing on a number of 
ignorant infants pnzes for intellectual acquirements. Added to this, scholarships ought not 
to be given so much to create education, as to enable partly educated, intelligent, and indigent 
students to bring their studies to a successful issue.” 

504. Of the Presidency division, Mr. Woodrow wntes . , 

“There is no Government school for girls in the division. The number of girls 
schools aided is 45 and unaided 10. They contain respectively 1,501 and 283 pupils, lhe 
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totals are 55 schools with 1,784 girls, against 50 schools with 1,543 girls in the previous year. 
There is au increase of tive schools and 241 girls. It is sad that the men educated in our 
colleges in the last 40 years do not exert themselves to remove the opprobium of keeping 
the gift of knowledge to themselves.’’ 

“The 24-Pergunnahs District Committee has established a series of scholarships 
which will certainly have a great effect in improving girls’ schools generally. Looking at 
the statists of progress, there is some little, but not much encouragement. Teachers should 
be made to understand that the Education Department expects girls to learn just as fast 
as boys do, and that they ought to make equal progress. I am aware that one great drawback 
to progress is irregularity of attendance. Every teacher should endeavour to remedy this 
defect, and prizes for regularity of attendance ought to be given. If a girl attends regularly, 
yet makes but little progress, blame should be imputed to the teacher. 

505. On the progress of education in Calcutta, Mr. Woodrow reports: — 

“ Eeuiale education is making slow, but steady progress in Calcutta. There were on 
tho 31st March last 40 girls' schools containing 2,697 girls, and 131 zenana teachers 
giving instruction to 1,035 girls. In classifying zenanas it has been tho practice to consider 
each circulating teacher as a school. On this assumption there wer»in all 177 girls’ schools 
attended by 4,332 girls. Of these, 1,466 wore the daughters of European and Eurasian 
parents, and the remaining 2,800 were Hindus. The total cost to Government for these 
schools was Its. 41,978, of which the Bethune School, which contains only 72 girls on its rolls, 
takes up Rs. 6,108.” 

“ In the classification of social position adopted for India, out of the 1,466 European 
and Eurasian girls on *ho list, information has been given concerning 559 only. There are 
none from the upper ranks of society, as such children are Always sent to Europe for 
education ; 327 are from the middlo class. Much unwillingness is found among teachers 
to givo information about tho social position of tho parents of tho children.” 

“As to their stages of progress, out of 810 girls whoso school progress is known, 600 
are in tho primary stage, and 210 in the middlo, and none in the upper.” 

“ Statistics of progress were not given by the three highest and best schools for girls — 
the Chowringhoe Loretta, the Martiniore, and the Doveton Institution. Much time in thoso 
schools is given to music, singing, drawing, needlework, and subjects not contemplated in 
the classification of progress in reading, writing, and arithmetic, and in languages and 
mathematics. The subjects specially taught in girls’ schools should bo balanced against 
tho classical languages and tho mathematics taught in boys’ schools, and some rough system 
of equivalents adopted. It would then be found that several girls would be better than boys 
in English literature, in history, and in .geography. They would fall behind in arithmetic, 
and for algebra, euelkl, anfl a classical language would have to bo substituted musio, singing, 
embroidery, needlework, drawing, and the French or German language.” 

“ I am afraid that even with some such system of equivalents, there would not bo in all 
the three schools 50 girls in tho upper stagp of progress.” 

* 50(3. There has been but little chango during the year in the circumstances of the 

Bethune School. The following is an extract from the report of the School Committee for 
the year : — “ The number of children in tho school has remained very unifojmly throughout the 
year the same as that of last year, namely 72 ; and the Lady Superintendent reports that there 
nas been improvement in tho regularity of their attendance. The Committee also thinks 
itself justified in saying that tho efficiency of tho teaching has been increased, for the gentle- 
men who have been so kind as to conduct the late examinations make very favorable com- 
parison of tho results attained in them, and the corresponding results in tho previous year. 
The greatest progress, perhaps, has been made in Bengali, and this is doubtless in large 
measure attributable to the exertions of the pandit, whom the Committee found it necessary 
at the beginning of the yei\r to add to the staff of the school.” 

“ The Committee regrots very much that the school is about to lose the services of the 
4 Lady Superintendent, Miss Heming, who has resigned her office ’from tho 15th April neit, 
with the view of making a prolonged visit to England. In the comparatively short period 
"during which she has been at the head of the school Miss Ileming has earned the full 
confidence of the Committee by the efficiency with wljich she has discharged her duties and 
the zeal which she has shown for the interests of the institution.” 1 tt 

“ Many ladies of apparently high qualifications have applied for tho post wljLh will 
be vacated by Miss Ileming’s resignation, and the Committee trusts that it will be able to 
eeloot from among them a successor fully competent to carry on her good work, and to bring 
the best capacity of tho school into play.” 

507. In the Rajshahi division the number of girls under instruction was 1,214, of 
whom 708 were enrolled in aided girls’ schools and 506 in pathsalas for boys. Of the 708 
girls in aided schools 509 were Hindus, 12 Christians, and 187 Muhammadans; and 
classified according to progress, seven were in the middle stage,’ 192 in the upper section, and 
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r^n^f^u 0 P r ,° l 9 P ect 1 9 . female education did not seem much brighter during the year under 
fP , han they did the year beforo. It is progressing at a slow paco within the zenanas 
of the more forward of the English-knowing householders. In the public schools for girls 
t ings are nearly at a standstill. I havo always set loss store by the aided girls’ schools 
than by the girls classes in pathsalas. But even these do not seem to be improving and I do 
not know if the gurus continue to be paid as they were under the departmental rules for the 
teaching of girls. As the expenso was small— only He. 1 per month for every five girls 
taught to spell and scrawl,— all the Magistrates may yet order such payments, os has been 
done by the Magistrate of Moorshedabad. It will bring in a largo number of girls on our 
returns. I have to montion one fact, however, in connection with female education which is 
cheering. IJ 10 Chandra Nath Female Normal .School at Ihiulcali sent out three qualified 
mistresses during tho yoar under report. They have gone on good appointments and I have 
every reason to believe that thoy are doing their work to the satisfaction of their employers.” 

508. In tho Cooch Behar division Babu Bhudev says : — “ Tho number of girls’ schools 
was on 81st March nine ; tho roll number was 08. Tho number of Bc.hoi.ls and scholars in 
the year before yas seven and 78 respectively. My impression is there is no special difficulty 
in this division in the way of girls schools. If funds are available, girls’ schools maybe sot 
up perhaps more easily hero than in those parts of Bengal whore tho custom of female seclu- 
sion is more strictly observed. Tho custom obtains here, too, among the more respectable 
classes ; but our girls’ schools are, generally speaking, more largely attended by tho lower than 
the upper classes of society.” 

^ 509. On tho progress of female education in the Dacca division, Dr. Robson writes 
Tho number of girls at school in this division has boon rising rapidly during tho last two 
years. Last year’s report recorded an increase from .*394 to 90(3; on the 3 1st of Maroh last 
the number had risen to 1.494 — an increase of o2S girls during tho year. Tho following table, 
showing tho number of girL reading in boys’ schools in the different districts at tho end of 
the yoar, may perhaps prove interesting : — 
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Distkict. 


In girls’ 
schools. 

In boys’ 
schools. 

Total. 

Dacca 



367 

91 

448 

Fu reed pur 

.. 


128 

101 * 

229 

Baekorgunge . 

. 

... 

78 

347 

423 

Mymcnsingli . 



238 

168 

394 



Total 

791) * 

696 

1,491 


“ The chief progress made in female education during the year has been in Mymonsingh. 
In his report for last year the Deputy Inspector promised to double the number of girls at 
school in tho course of the next year, and lie has more than kept his word, for tho number has 
risen from 106 to 394. This remarkable increase lias been effocted partly by establishing, 
pathsalas for girls, and partly by giving rewards to the girls reading in hoys’ schools. The 
whole amount given as rewards to girls during tho yoar was Us. 13a. This amount he 
distributed personally, when visiting the schools and pathsalas, in sums varying # from one 
rupoe to two annas, according to tho progress made. Sometimes ho gave books and slates, 
and in a few instances sweetmeats to the value of one or two rupees were given to all the gjrls 
of the school ” • 

“ The female schools which havo beon in existence for some yoars on the grant-in-aid 
principle do not flourish, and they are kept up at a costout of all proportion to the results 
attained. The only passable aided schools aro those at tho district head-quarters, where there 
are numbers of educated young men connected with the courts and Government offices who 
really feel an interest in the advancement of female, education. * But in general neither 
tSacher nor parent appears to take any real interest in the progress of the girls, and so very • 
little progress is made. Tho 13 aided schools of the division have a> nominal attendance of 
•285, anA the cost to Government during the year was Its. 1.855, efr nearly Us. 7 for eaclf 
girl on tho roll. This must be considered a high rate of cost, especially when taken in 
connection with tho fact that tho great majority of the girls ne^r get much beyond the 
alphabet.” ^ . 

“ The remarkable increase in the number of girls attending has been almost entirely 
in connection with the primary schools. I do not look for any great result from the pathsalas 
for girls which have received grants frtan the primary fund, for these are essentially a 
reproduction of the aided girls’ schools without the local subscriptions. The main hope of 
progress is in ‘mixed schools.’ The boys and girls of tho villages play about together, and 
it is difficult to see why they should not be taught together in school. The striking faot 
that there are now 695 girls jeading in the boys’ schools of the division is ample proof that 
Hindu parents do not objeot to their daughters being taught in the village schools. This 
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action on the part of the people is almost entirely spontaneous, for very little has been done 
hitherto to encourage this mode of female education. Girls in pathsalas cost little, and 
they really learn something, for in such mixed schools a spirit of emulation between boys 
and girls springs up which has a powerful effect on progress. By taking advantage of this 
state of things, and offering some substantial encouragement to the gurus and girls, a 
widely-extended and efficient system of fomale education might be carried out at very little 
expense.” 

“In Backergungo, where mixed pathsalas are most numerous, the District Committee 
have recently resolved to increaso the stipends of those gurus who teach girls in their 
pathsalas along with the boys. A guru is to be allowed eight annas a month for every five 
girls who make fair progress dur hi g the tima they have been at school, girls who make no 
progress not counting. This plan to be completely successful requires to be supplemented 
by rewards to the gjirls according to the progress made, to be distributed by the inspecting 
officers at their periodical visits to the schools.” 

“The Dacca adult fomale school, tho only school of its kind in the division, calls for 
special notice. It is attended by nine grown-up ladies, the wives of progressive Brahmos, 
and is open to inspection. Most of them are well advanced in their Bengali studies, and 
some have made fair progress in English. At the publio meeting held in March last for the 
distribution of prizes to the girls’ schools of the city, which was presided o*ver by the Com- 
missioner, and attended by all the leading men of the city, European and native, they 
appeared in very graceful attire to receive their prizes, without the protection of the purdah 
which screenod them from publio view on a similar occasion a year before. So far as these 
ladies are concerned, the school must be pronounced a decided success ; but there seoms to be 
little hopo of adding to the present small number, or oven of supplying their places when 
their education is completed, as it will be in the course of another year or two. The school 
with its infant department costs Government Its. 50 a month.” 

“ In the opinion of native gentlemen well qualified to judge, the three zenana associa- 
tions are doing good work. In Burrisal, where female education seems to be widely diffused 
in the homes of educated gentlemen, 119 ladies were examined by printed question papers 
prepared by the Committee of the Association, in Dacca 39, and in Mymensingh 36. As the 
examinations are conducted in private, a good deal has to be taken upon trust in estimating 
the results of the system. It must, however, be borne in mind that the committees, which are 
composed of the most enlightened Hindu gentlemen of the districts, take what they believe 
to bo sufficient precautions against dishonost practices ; and as half tho amount distributed in 
prizes is raised by local subscriptions, they are not likely to be mistaken as to tho sufficiency 
of the precautions adopted.” 

510. The Officiating Commissioner . makes the following comments on this portion of 
tho Inspector’s report : — 

“ Female education is, it is satisfactory to notice, making fair progress, there being now 
1,494 girls at school against 963 in 1873-74. Dr. Robson gives the last year’s figures at 
966, apparently overlooking tho fact that of these three were in Sylhet, not now a part of 
this division. The number is pretty evenly divided between those reading in girls’ pathsalas 
•and those in ‘mixed’ pathsalas, i.e ., those in which boys and girls learn together. This shows 
that there is no objection on the part of tho paronts of the class which sends its children to 
this description of schools to allowing girls and boys to meet in one school. This being so, 
I think that, with reference to the facts stated by Dr. Robson, our endeavours ought rather to 
take * the direction of encoitaging girls to attend these mixed pathsalas in preference to 
starting pathsalas exclusively for them. This is now being done both by the Dacoa and 
Backergungo committees, who are prepared to give to all gurus afl additional grant of eight 
annas for every five girls who attend their schools and show fair progress. The Dacca com- 
mittee are also trying the system which has apparently worked so successfully in Mymonsingh 
of giving prizes or rewards as an inducement to tho girls themselves to attend school. The 

E rogress that has been mad© during the-yoar under report in the district last-named is very 
opeful, the number «pf girls at schopl having more than trebled what it was in the preceding 
* year. This is due to the exertion of the District Deputy Inspector, who is entitled to gredt 
credit for the great personal interest he has taken in the matter.” 

“ The Dacca adult female school has increased the number oFits pupils from six to nine 
during the past year, and, so far as it goes, it is certainly, as Dr. Roosop says, 4 a decided 
success.’ Whether it \wll continue to attract pupils remains to be seen. J believe it would 
if a competent Bengali female teacher could bo procured. Failing this, I fear it will not 
continue to exist after another year or two. I should have thought, as suggested c by my 
predecessor in his last report, that suoh a teacher might, without much difficulty, be procured 
m Caloutta; at all events, the endeavour ought tc-be made, as the present arrangement for 
teaching Bengali must always be a bar to its advancement in popular estimation. 

“ The zenana missions in Dacca, Burrisal, and Mymensingh are reported to be working 
successfully, particularly in Burrisal. I feel sure that zenana teaching, if properly conducted, 
is the likeliest, if not the only way of extending education among ladies of respectability 
for a long time to come. No dopbt of late years considerable inroads have been made upon 
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native prejudices, many of which have been weakened, if not removed. Still, even under 
the most favorable circumstances, a long time must elapse before the disliko to their wives 
and daughters leaving the seclusion of the zenana will disappear from the minds of the 
upper classes of native society. So long as this continues, the Zenana Association cannot but 
do good work ; and though its success may bo only partial, and its drawbacks numerous, it 
deserves all the encouragement that we can afford it.” 

511. I do not understand why no effort has been made during the year to pro- 
vide the school with a competent female teacher. Besides the threo normal schools in 
Calcutta, there exists, as was pointed out in the Government resolution on last year’s 
report, a school for mistresses at Bauleah which sends out teacliors yearly into distant dis- 
tricts. The attention of the Inspector will be called to this point, with the view of securing 
for the school a vernacular mistress, iu whoso absence the attendance at tho school hardly 
seems to justify the outlay upon it. 

512. Of tho Chittagong division, Dr. Robson writes 

“ The divisional returns give 324 as the number of girls at school, Of those, 148 wero 
In girls’ schools and pathsalas. The Comillah Girls’ School, which is fostered by tho 
Magistrate, and well supported by the European and native gontlemoir of the town, is one of 
the best girls’ schools in Eastern Bengal. The Noakholly Girls’ School, which has an atten- 
dance of 23, is doing*well. As it appears that in Chittagong the villagers do not object to 
girls under 10 years of ago reading in boys’ schools, the Magistrate lias proposed to take 
advantage of this state of things, by offering rewards to tho gurus who teach girls in their 
pathsalas, at the rate of Rs. 2 a head on the average daily attendance of girls throughout 
the year.” 

“ Tho Tipperah Zonana Association has a yearly grant of Rs. 100 from Government, 
given on condition that an equal amount bo raised by local subscription. Thirty-seven ladies 
were examined in their own houses by means of question papers drawn up by tho Committee 
of the Association, who adopted what they deemed to bo sufficient precautions against dis- 
honest practices.” 

513. In Patna division there are 127 girls at school out of a population of 13 millions. 
Of these, 20 are Bengalis and 35 Native Christians. 


514. On the condition of female education in tho Bhagulpur division, Mr. Croft 
reports : — 


“ In 1873-74 there wero eight girls’ schools, with 128 pupils. In 1874-75 there 
were ten inspected, with 177 pupils. One of them is in Bhagulpur town, with 14 Bengali 
girls and one Behari. This girl is tho best ; slie can read and writo Bengali and Nagri 
extremely well, and works sums in ruie-of-three. Three other girls can road and writo 
Bengali and do long division. In Monghyr there is a capital school at J amalporo, with 
30 girls, all Bengalis. I found the reading very good, and the girls answered object- 
questions out of i Bodhoday’ brightly and intelligently ; arithmetic up to compound multi- 
plication ; also wool-work. In Purneah there are seven E pathsalas with 109 girls, throe- ’ 
fourths of them being Muhammadans. That at Kusbah is the best of them ; fivo out of the 
29 girls can road, write, and understand easy sentences. Last year an objection was raised to 
paying for girls’ schools out of the primary grant, without sufficient grounds, as*far as I 
could see. In Sonthal Porgunnahs there is an aidod school under tho Church Missionary 
Society at Taljhari, with 18 girls, all Sonthals, and four of them Christians. Tho best gfrls 
read and write Hindi andlSonthali, and cut out and sow their own clothes.” 


“There are also 259 girls reading in schools classed as boys’ schools. Of theso, 
140 are in pathsalas: 3l in Bhagulpur, 28 in Monghyr, 31 in Purneah, and 68 in Sonthal 
Porgunnahs. In middle English schools there are 34, chiefly in Monghyr ; in vernacular 
schools 25, in Monghyr and Sonthal Porgunnahs. In Sonthal Pfergnjmahs there are also 60 
girls in boarding-houses attached to the normal schools at Pathra aiiTi Bonagoria ; in tho 
latter they are all Bengali or Sonthali Christians.” 

• “There is also an uninspected missionary school at Bhagulpur »with 40 pupils, making* 
a total of 476 girls in all schools in tho division. This is a very promising beginning ; but 
a Urge share of it 4s duo to missionary enterpr iso and Bengali advancement. The amount 
of female education among Bell aris proper is very small. Tho men have to be educated first 
of all* end, as tho Bhagulpur Deputy Inspector says, so long as women are regarded as a 
quite ’inferior race, there will be no education. . When visiting a palhsala at Surajgurh,* in 
Monghyr, I asked a man standing by why Jiis two girls, then present, did not learn to read. 
Ho seemed quite shocked. That kmd of thing might go on in towns, he replied, but in the 
country it was different. And the Monghyr Deputy Inspector remarks in his report that 
not a single girl is to be found in indigenous Hindi pathsalas. Tho total numbers aro— J9 
girls at school in Bhagulpur, 100 in Monghyr, 126 in Purneah, 166 in Sonthal 1 ergunnahs. 
Besides these, a certain number of Hindu widows and Muhammadan women are said to get 
instruction of a kind at home . 9 
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515. On female education in Orissa, the Joint-Inspector reports : — 

“If by female education we mean a little reading and writing, there are more educated 
women in Orissa than perhaps in any other part of Bengal ; but if it means good and sound 
learning, then it must be confessed very little has yet been done, and for some years to come 
little more is likely to be dono in this respeot. The people do not objeot to give education of 
some kind to their daughters, but the idea of sending them to publio schools, to which the 
publio have access, and where they may be subjected to the gaze of the public, and will have to 
mix with girls of all classes, is revolting to their feelings and prejudices. Hence it is that 
while, in the pathsalas oarried on in the indigenous method, we often find a few girls smearing* 
the alphabet on littlo bits of palm-leaf, or with small bits of chalk upon the ground, we do 
not find a single Uriya, Hindu, or Muhammadan girl of a respectable family in any of our 
middle or higher olass schools. I believe that if special pathsalas for girls were established 
where necessary, and if sub-inspectors were earnest in persuading the villagers to send their 
daughters to the village pathsalas for instruction, some progress in female education might be 
expected, but a long time must elapse ^before our improved sohools or the zenana system can 

find favor with the llriya population.” 

• 

“ It is next to useless to hope that the local inspecting agency can have much influence 
in this matter. It is impossible for them to determine whore a necessity’ exists for female 
education, for few of tliom really sympathise with the movement. Public schools can never 
be frequented by girls of the respectable classes without groat risk of contamination, both 
mental and moral, bofore they have learnt sufficient to be able to judge between right and 
wrong.” 

“ There were at the end of the year under report nine schools, one zenana association, and 
two primary schools for the instruction of girls. Of these, five sohools were in Cuttack, one 
in rooree, and the rest in Balasore. One of the sohools is unaided, and the others are all 
aidod.” 

“ The total number of girls under instruction on 31st March 1875 was 967, of whom one 
was in a middle class English school, one was in a oirclo school, 12 were in middle class 
vernacular schools, 834 were in girls’ schools, the rest frequent pathsalas and the mission 
normal school at Santiporef” 

“ These figures show an increase of two sohools and 232 girls. The increase in the 
number of pupils is not, however, actual. This year’s returns include girls reading in boys’ 
pathsalas who were not returned last year.” 

" I regret I have not at present the means at my command to classify all the girls under 
instruction according to their social position * and creed, but those reading in special girls’ 
schools aro classified in the following table : — 


Dibtbicts. 

V pper 
classes. 

i 

Middle 

classes. 

Lower 

classes. 

Of un- 
known 
parentage. 

Toth. 

Christian. 

Hindu. 

Mussulman. 

Total. 

Cuttack 


30 

20 

362 

399 

15 

4 

418 

Ditto unaided 


13 

2 



15 


15 

Pooree 




93 

92 



92 

Balasore... 


130 

03 

86 

111 

177 

21 

309 

c Total ... 


179 

115 

540 

602 

207 

25 

884 


“ Most of the Hindu girls. under instruction belong to Balasore; 111 of them are 
under thp Zenana Association, 28 belong to the Hindu girls’ sohool, and the others belong to 
the Balasore Mission School and the Manikhan and Barbati pathsalas. Most of the girls 
, in school are Bengalis, the number of Uriyas boing very few. The 13 girls reading in 
middle English and # vernacular schools belong to ^Balasore, and are probably Bengalis. 
•The five girls reading in normal schools are Christians, and belpng to the Santipere aided 
school.” 

516. In the _ Chota Nagpur division, Mr. Woodrow says : — “ There are a few girls’ 
sohools. in the division, but it must he allowed, as a whole, the effort is unsuccessful. The 
missionaries have the largest number of girls udder their instruction.” 


517. MUHAMMADAN EDUCATION. — The returns of the year show that out of 
a total roll number of 436,098 pupils of all creeds in Government and aided institutions on 
31st March 1875, the Muhammadans numbered 87,917, or 20 per oent., their proportion 
to the total population of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa being 31 1 P er cent. Of this number, 
87,087 were in attendance at institutions other than oolleges for general and special 
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instruction, madrasahs and the school of art; and the following list shows their distribution mmiKiuDur 
in the several divisions, with the corresponding number of Hindu pupils : — bdcc*ho*. 



Muhammadans. 

Hindus. 


Maliammadans. 

Hindu*. 

Rurdwfcn division 

6,770 

93,871 

Patna division 

6,127 

40,490 

Calcutta *• 

774 

6,870 

Bhagulpur „ 

6,331 • 

18,851 

Presidency „ 

19,136 

69,606 

Orissa „ ... 

1,463 

17,416 

Rajshahi „ 

25,146 

80,927 

Cbota Nagpur division 

922 

14,860 

Cooch Behar „ 

806 

1,338 


■ - 

— ■■ — 

Dacca „ 

12,633 

84,244 

Total 

87,087 

329,263 

Chittagong „ 

9,931 

12,296 


■ * ■■ 

• 


518. Comparing these figures with those of the previous year, there has been an 
increase of 6,758, or 8 por cent., in the number of Muhammadan pupils in attendance at 
these schools ; that is, the increase of Muhammadans bus oxactly kept pace with the total 
increase of pupils ; and it is satisfactory to note that it has been spread over all the divisions. 
The number of Muhammadans in lower vernacular and primary schools is 74,644 ; thus of 
tho wholo number at school, 86 per cent, belong to the most elementary schools; while 
among Hin dus no more than 72 per cent, are found in. theso schools. These figures illustrate 
the well-known fact that the Muhammadans in Bengal generally belong to a lower sooial 
stratum than the Hindus. 

519. But we regard the growing popularity of higher . education among Muham- 
madans, facts of a different significance strike us. The increase of Muhammadan pupils in 
lower vernacular schools during the year has been 6 per ceut. ; of Hindu pupils 84 per cent. 
But in schools above the lowest, while the increase of Hindu pupils is 8 per oent., that 
of M uhammadan pupils is 18 per cent.; and in higher and middle English schools the 
increase rises as high as 24 por cent. It may therefore be affirmed that the alleged reluc- 
tauce of tho Muhammadan community to English education has been much overrated, and 
is fast disappearing. The percentage of Muhammadan pupils learning English is now six, 
or about half the corresponding percentage among Hindu pupils. 

520. In colleges for general eduoation the number of Muhammadan piipils has 
advanced from 36 to 53; and in institutions giving instruction in law, medicine, and 
engineering, from 79 to 115; while, owing to the opening of the Raj shahi and Chittagong 
mq .lraRn.ha during the yoar, the students attending madrasahs have advanced from 314 
to 657. 

521. In addition to the 87,917 Muhammadans receiving instruction in institutions 
connected with the Education Department, the returns of the year show that 13,080 
M uhammadans out of a total of 67,967, or 19 por cent., were in attendance in unaided 
schools of all kinds, thus bringing up the number of Muhammadans entorod in the returns 
to 100,997, against 93,325 in the previous year. 

522. The appropriation of a portion of the Mohsin Fund for providing teaohers 
of Arabic and Persian, and for the part payment of fees of deserving Muhammadan 
boys in certain zillah schools, has proved a popular and beneficial measure to the 
Muhammadan community, and has been attended by an increase in the number of pupils in 
these schools. In tho Comillah, Noakholly, and Mymensingh zillah schools the number rose 
during the year from 28 to 50, 22 to 42, and 71 tft 88 respectively. 

523. In other districts the increase has not been so marked, and in Backergunge, owing* 
to some misapprehension on the part of the Distriot Committee, the Muhammadan boys in 
the zillah school, entirely lost the benefit of part-payment of their fees from the fund assigned 
to the school. ‘From the general tone of the divisional reports, it would seem that* no more 
acceptable appropriation of the Mohsin Fund oould have been made for tho benefit of the 

’ Muhammadan community than that prescribed in the resolution of 29th July 1873. The 
district of Bogra, which iff pre-eminently Muhammadan, had no share of the fund allotted 
to it in that resolution, but a proposal has been submitted to Government to assign a portion 
of the small balance still unappropriated for tho benefit of the boys attending the Bogra 
school. 

524. Of the Mohsin grant to tho Cuttack High.Sohool, the inspector of Orissa reports 
that it might have been more usefully spont in establishing a boardiifg-^iouso for the benefit 
of Muhammadan boys resident in the mofussil. The same thing was reported last year by i 
the theD. Inspector of tho Eastern circle with regard to Fureedpur and Mymensingh, the 

•district Committees of both* places wishing to devote a portion of tnJ Mohsin Fee Fund to thd 
establishment of Mussulman boarding-houses^ It was, and is, alleged that Muhammadan 
gentlemen will not send their children unprotected into the statjpn. It should be quite 
possible now to nleet thiB want in any place where it oan be shown to exist. 

• £ 25 . It is manifest from the reports and returns for the year that Bengal proper is the 

region in which the question of the education o£ Muhammadans has most importance. ' In 
Behar the percentage of Muhammadans at,sohool is greater than the population percentage. 
In that province Muhammadans “belong largely to the upper classes, and the higher the 
eduoation, the more popular it is with that community. Muhammadans in Patna division 
form 11J per oent. of the total population. In primary schools they number 10 per cent, of 
the pupils, in middle vernacular sohools 18 per cent., in middle English schools 16 per oent., 
and in higher English schools 21 per cent., or nearly double the population percentage. 

526. In Coooh Behar, again, Muhammadans are said to take the lead in eduoation.* 
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527. In Orissa a the well-to-do members of the Muhammadan community are even 
more anxious than their Hindu brethren to educate their children,” and religious prejudices 
aro said to have no weight in keeping children out of our schools. Muhammadans are not 
quite^J per cent, of tho population, but 8 per cent, of the students. 

528. • In Bengal, howovor, the conditions are quite different. Thero the bulk of the 
Muhammadan population are cultivators of the soil, of whom by far the largest proportion 
can never be attracted to our schools under any system of education that can be devised. 
They must work as soon as they can walk. The following table shows the distribution of 
Muhammadans among the population and at school in the several divisions of Bengal 
proper : — 

Percentage of Muhammadans. 


Division. 
Durdwan 
Presidency ... 
Kajshahi 
Dacca 

Chittagong ... 


In population. At school. 


12*8 

6 - 

48-2 

24 - 

61 - 

45 - 

62 * 

27 * 

67*4 

43 * 


Total 


488 . 24 * 


That is, for all Bengal, 'considering their place in the population, we ought to have two 
Muhammadan boys at school where wo now have one only. Rajshahi and Chittagong are 
abovo, and Daoca much below tho average. In tho district of Dinajpur, indeed, the school 
percentage of Muhammadans is greater than the population percentage. Tho population of 
Chittagong, as has been often observod, are somewhat higher in the sooial scale, and show 
more appreciation .of learning than in the Sundorbun regions of the Dacca division. But the 
real cause of tho apparent backwardness of Dacca in the above list is its great advance in 
education above the lowest, in which therefore Muhammadans have very little share. In the 
pathsalas Muhammadans number 35 per cent., which is very nearly their proper proportion. 

529. In both divisions of the Bohar circle, and in tho division of Burdwan, it is 
noticed that Muhammadan students do better than the Hindus in tho competition for minor 
and vernacular scholarships. 

530. In the town of Gya tho Behar Scientific Socioty has established a school on a 
novel principle. It consists of two departments, — an Urdu vernacular department, with 
attached English and Persian olassos, and a Hindi-Sanskrit department. Tho socioty lays 
most stress upon the former, which is intended for tho benefit of Muhammadan boys. Its 
object is to carry boys through the vernacular scholarship examination, and thereafter to 
teach them by means of tho vernacular such subjects of the entranco course as may bo 
within their power. They will thus bo able to teach a good deal of mathematics, history; and 
geography. Meanwhile the boys are to be taught Persian (their second language for the 
entranco examination) and* English up to the ’minor scholarship standard. Hence, when 
they join tho zillah school they will be fairly proficient ill subjects as well as in language, 
and they may expect to bo ready for the entranco examination in two years. The Circle 
Inspector has approved of the plan of tho school, and has proposed an increase to its establish- 
ment with a grant-in-aid of Rs. 100 a # month, the other income of the society being 
•about Rs. 110. 

531. Calcutta Madrasah . — This institution consists of an Arabic department, in which 
only Arabic and Persian are taught, and of an Anglo-Persiau department, in which English 
is taught from tho merest rudiments up to the standard of the University entrance examin- 
ation. There is also a branch school attached to the madrasah, the object of which is to 
provide Muhammadan boys whose parents are poor or belong to tho lower classes of society 
with elementary education in English, or, if they wish, in the vernaculars. The number 
of pupils on the rolls of the madrasah and its attached school on 31st March for tho last two 
years is shown below 

• Number of 

pupil*, 1874. 

172 

v.. 432 


' Arabic Department « 
Anglo-Persiau J^epf.rtment ... 
ColingaU JUranch School 


Total 


114 

718 


Number of 
pupils, 1875. 
196 
409 
805 


909 


' *_ 

632. Notwithstanding thd establishment of madrasahs at Dacca and Chittagong, thore 
has been an increase of 23 students in the Arabic department. With the development of 
the new madrasahs in Eastern Bengal, it is probable, however, that tho numbers in this 
department will decrease. Of tho present 'students, no less than 157 are drawn* from 
Chittagong and Noakholly and other parts of Eastern Bengal. The largo increase in the 
number of boys in the branch school is owing to the remodolling of tho school and the reduc- 
tion of tho fees for tho lower classes, and the decrease in the number on the rolls of the 
Anglo-Persian department is partly due to tho re-arrangement of* the branch school. As 
proofs of the increasing interest shown by Muhammadans in education, Mr. Blochmann 
reports : — 

“ Several parents during last year gave substantial proofs of the interest they take in tho 
English education of Muhammadan hoys. Moulvie Meer Muhammad Ally Sahib, zemindar 
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of Padamdee, Goalumlo, gave two silver medals, and prizes in books for proficiency in English 
and Arabic, and he has offered the same for the present year. Moulvie Obiduilah Sahib, 
Khan Bahadoor, Deputy Magistrate of Perozporo, Backergunge, gave a donation of lls. 192, 
which is now boing paid in 12 monthly stipends ; Moulvie Sadruddin Sahib, zemindar of 
Bohat, Maimari, gave lls. 20 for proficiency in gymnastics; Moulvie Abdool Jabbar Saliib, 
Head Transalator, High Court, has offered a gold medal worth lls. 60 to the best student of 
the first class ; and lastly, Moulvie Abdul Khaliq, Librarian of the Delhi Mission School Society, 
gave five valuable books as prizos for the students of the Arabic department. Those donations, 
unsolicited as they were, prove that many parents have commenced to recognize the value 
of English studies and the efforts made by Government to promoto Muhammadan education.” 

533. Further co-operation is, however, says Mr. Blochmann, requisite on the part of 
parents on the following points : — 

(1.) The hoi/s are removed too early . — Many parents remove their children after studying 
English for about four years, under the impression that they have learnt enough to fit them for 
entering the world, whereas they are but just then at a stage of school instruction three or 
four years below tho entrance standard. His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, on the 
occasion of a visit he paid to the institution during the year, ^forcibly impressed upon tho 
boys the necessity of prolonging their studies till thoy had reached the highest standard of 
school instruction. 


Bl>UCATIOH. 


(2.) More homm supervision is desirable. — The number of Muhammadan parents who know 
English, or at loast can carry on a conversation in English, is very limited, and hence 
Mimammadan hoys derive far less assistance in their studies at homo than Hindu boys. 
Mr. Blochmann has ascertained by inquiries that in tho Arabio department out of 195 
parents only four know English ; in the Anglo-Persian department, out of 409 parents, 82 
know English ; and in the branch school only 25 out of 805 parents kno w English. Parents 
and guardians can, however, render material assistance to the teachers in tho school, if they 
will only see that their children work daily at home at fixed times. 

(3.) The better classes of Muhammadans, especially 'rich zemindars, are averse to 
sending tlioir sons to Calcutta for fear of their morals being corrupted. They prefer grounding 
their children first in tho Koran and Persian ; and when this foundation has been laid, their 
boys are either too old or unfitted for an English course of studies 

534. Those obstacles will in course of time bo ovorcome, as Muhammadans cannot but 
see tho special advantages which a good English education holds out. 

535. The subscriptions to the Norman Memorial Fund, which amount to Its. 3,750, have 
been invested, and tho proceeds devoted to the establishment of annual prizos of Its. 50, 40, 25, 
and 20. The first prize is to bo awarded to the Muhr«mmadan student in Bengal and Bohar 
who stands highest in tho list of candidates for the year passed at the University entrance 
examination, and the other prizes to the boys of tho first and second classes of the Anglo- 
Persian department who show the greatest proficiency in their studies of the year. 

536. The accommodation set apart for resident students wasr fully taken up during the 
year, and on the 31st March there wero 22 students of tho Arabic department, 17 of the 
Anglo-Persian department, two of the branch school, and three of the Presidency College iir 
residence. The resident students mako their own arrangements for hoard, and assemble 
daily, excopt on. Sundays and holidays, in the hall of the institution for study in the evening. 
Tho hall is well lighted, dictionaries and works of reference, maps, &c., are at -band, and 
Mr. Blochmann and the master on duty help tho boys in their studies and correct exercisos. 
The good results of this supervision wore shown at tho last animal examination, when swen 
out of 25 scholarships welt) gained by resident students, and nine others gained prizes. 

537. Tho expenditure on tho madrasah and its attachod school during the year was as 
follows : — 

Officiating Principal's salary... 

Arabic Department • 

Anglo-Persian Department ... 

Branch School 


Rs. A. P. 

.... 10,023 6 4 * 

... .* 10,420 4 6 

12 4 
3,143 1 4 


Total ... * 35,870 7 6 

• * - 

This includes Rs. 2,707 disbursed in scholarships. The fees collected during the.year > 
were Rs. 949 in the Arabio department, Rs. 5,148 in tho Anglo-Persian department, and 
Rs. 925 in the branch school, or a total Rs. 7,050. The annual grant, exclusive of 
Mohsitf Scholarships, for the madrasah and’ branch school being Rs. 35,000, plus schooling 
fees ; the balance at credit for last year was Rs. §*,881 . 

538. Arabic Department.— Of the 295 students on tho rolls, 19 were drawn from 
Calcutta and tho neighbouring districts, 108 from Noakholly and Chittagong, and 49 from 
other parts of Eastern Bengal, 17 from Burmah, and two from Behar. In social position 
they belong to the middle classes ; no less than 124 being the sons of petty zemindars, while 
nine are the sons of larger zepiindars, seven of Government servants, 30 of professionals, and 
25 of traders. The department is reported by the Principal to be working satisfactorily, 
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and the only change in the course of study has been the addition of the Ikhwan-us-sofa to 
the Arabic in the sixth class. The students are again showing signs of a desire to learn 
English in addition to Arabio and Persian, and those students who have passed their final 
examination in Arabio havo been permitted to join the classes in the Anglo-Persian depart- 
ment in order to learn English. Other students have expressed a wish to be relieved of a 
portion of their Arabic course in order to take up English, and tho Principal is considering a 
scliomo for encouraging tho study -of English in the Arabic department. The Principal is of 
opinion that the amount of knowledgo required by the students is disproportionate to the 
timo occupied, and ho is endeavouring to introduce more rational methods of learning as well 
as improved modes of teaching. 

53 9. The annual examination of tho Calcutta and Hooghly students waB held simul- 

taneously in December, and one day was devoted to testing the students* powers of translating 
passages from Arabio and Persian works, which had not been read in the class. Tho result 
was on the whole satisfactory, and the least satisfactory part of tho examination was in the 
transaction into Arabio and Porsian. Upon tho result of the examination 16 scholarships, 
amounting to Rs. 112 per mensem, woro awarded. Tho redistribution of the scholarships 
paid out of tho Mohsin Eund has decreased the number and value of the scholarships in this 
department, and increased tho number for competition in the Anglo-Persian department and 
the branch school. * a 

540. Anglo- Persian Department. — Tho course of instruction in this department is tho 
same as that in all higher schools preparing candidates for the University entranco examin- 
ation. Seven candidates went up to the entrance examination, and six were passed, — throe iu 
the first and three in tho second division. The first boy gained a junior scholarship, and the 
two next were recommended for Mohsin scholarships. This result was satisfactory, but in a 
school numbering more than 400 boys, the number of entrance candidates should bo 30. Tho 
gymnasium continues to bo fairly attended, but the exercisos are not appreciated as they 
ought to be. Only one or two of the Arabic students show any activo interest in gymnastics ; 
thoso who attend regularly havo made good progress, and threo prizes were carried of by 
madrasah boys at the Belvedere tournamont. Of the 409 boys on the rolls, 161 bolong to 
Calcutta, 123 to districts bordering on Calcutta, 76 to Eastern Bengal, 7 to Northern 
Bengal, 27 to Behar, and 15 to the North-West Provinces and Oudh. In social position, 
me is returned as belonging to the uppor classes, 334 to the middle, and 74 to the lower. 

541. Colingah Branch School. — An elementary education in English or the vernacular is 
jiven in this school. The course in English had been fixed with a view to qualifying boys 
:or admission to the fourth class of tho Anglo-Persian department, and a vernacular depart- 
nent was added in June last, in order “ to educate boys up to the madrasah.** Tho intro- 
luction of the vernacular department, and the reduction of the fees in tho lower English 
ilasses from eight annas to four annas a^onth, have caused a large increase in the number of 
3upils, which bids fair to bo permanent. The nurnbor of boys in tho English classes is 186, 
md in the venacular classes 119 ; and in order to encourago the study of English, the routine 
>f the vornacular classes has been so arranged as to enable boys to tako up English writing 
md reading if they wish. Eighteen boys have availed themselves of the optional English 
essons. Of tho 305 boys on tho rolls, 103 'were returnod as belonging to tho middle classes 
md 202 to the lower. The large number of Muhammadans of tho lower classes in Calcutta 
employed as private and public sorvants, or engaged in petty trade and manufactures, is still 
3ut inadequately represented on the rolls of this school. 

542. 0 Eour Mohsin scholarships of Rs. 3 each per mensem are now awarded annually to 
ooys of tho school on the result of the yearly examination, for the purpose of enabling them 
:o Join the madrasah. Two of theso scholarships were awarded at the last examination to 
boys of tho first English class who have joined tho Anglo- Persian department, and the 
>tlier two were gained by vernacular boys who have elocted to hold them in tho Arabic 
lopartment. 

543. Ilooghhj Madrasah. — Tliero is no sign of improvement in the condition of this 
madrasah? By a resolution of Government dated 18th June 1874, it was decided that tliero 
should be throe classes with an establishment of three moulvieS on salarios of 11s. 250, Its. 75. 
and Rs. 40 per mensem, rising to Rs. 300, Rs. 100, and Rs. 60, by annual increments of Rs. 20 
Rs. 10, and Rs. 8 respectively. The following annual allowances were also sanctioned, viz., 
Its. 1,224 for sorvants anu superintendent of boarding-houso, Rs. 200 for library and prizes, 
Its. 240 for contingencies and librarian, and Up. 616 foi;freo boarders. The entire establish- 
ment thus sanctioned amounted to Its. 6,660, rising to 11s. 7,800 per anfium, being Rs. 240 
in excess of the ultimate allotment to tho institution undor the resolution of 29th July 1873. 
This excess, it was expected, would be met J by fees realized from students. Tlie late 
officiating head moulvio lately retired on a pension, and steps are now being taken to place the 
establishment on the footing laid down by Government. 

544. On the 31st March there were 21 students on the rolls, against 32 in tho previous 
year. Of these, nine came from Chittagong, three from Arracan, six from Hooghly, two from 
Burdwan, and one from Jessoro. The actual expenditure for the year on the madrasah was 
Rs. 3,841, and on the Muhammadan hostel Rs, 2,559, or a total of Rs. 6,400. 
Tho fees collected amounted to Rs. 118, so that the total expenditure was less by 
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Rs. 378 than the sanctioned allowance. The present number of students is very small, and 
of these only eight can be said to belong to the district ; and* says the Principal, “ it becomes 
a question whother the monoy allotted for the maintenance of the madrasah cannot be more 
advantageously spent for the good of the Muhammadans. There is no doubt that the allot- 
ment for free boarderships, small scholarships, and for supplementing the fees of the Muham- 
madans is the best way of employing Muhammad Mohsin’s Fund. Free boarderships and 
small scholarships are a groat inducement for the boys to bo regular in attendance. The 
scholarships and free boarderships should only be tenable so long as the holders are regular 
in their attendance, and make good progress in their studios. By this means the lads would 
be taught habits of industry and regularity.” For the annual examination for scholarships 
in December 34 students were nominated, of whom lour did not present themselves, two 
were turned out for copying, 15 failed, and 13 were declared to havo passed. Upon this 
result two scholarships of Rs. 8 per mensem, two of Its. 0, and two of Its. 4 were awarded. 
The amount expended on scholarships for the year was Its. 058. 

545. Rajshahi Mddrasah . — This madrasah was opened on the 1st April 1874, under the 
control of a special committee. The cost of the establishment fixed by Government was 
Its. 416 per mensem. The number of boys on the rolls at the close of the yoar was 100, 
X)i whom 54 came from the districts of ltajshahi, 25 from Berhamporo, four from Piibna, 
six from Dacca, nine from Kooshtea, one from Bogra, and one from J3urdwan. The boys were 
divided into four classes for instruction in Muhammadan law, Arabic, and Persian. The 
study of English was optional, but nearly all the boys have elected to learn English. The 
feo fixed for the higher classes was Ro. 1 , and for the lower classes 8 annas a month. These 
fees were found to be t&) high, and the strength of the classos decreased from 77 in June 
to 52 in September, when, at the special request of the Committee, they were reduced to 
8 annas and 4 annas. An examination of the classes in Arabic and Persian was held in the 
month of December by the moulvies of tho institution, assisted by Muhammadan gentleman of 
the station, while tho Joint-Magistrate and the head-master of the zillah school examined the 
classes in English. Considering the short time the madrasah had been established, the Com- 
mittee thought tho result satisfactory, and six scholarships were awarded to tho best of the 
examinees. The boarding-house attached to tho madrasah was opened in June 1874, and at 
tho close of tho year 22 free boarders and 26 paying boarders were accommodated. More 
applications for admission to the boarding-house could not b$ entertained owing to the 
limited accommodation at tho disposal of the Committeo. Tho permanent annual grant for 
tho madrasah is Rs. 7,000, and a special grant of Rs. 200 was this year mado for furniture 
for the boarding-house; the fees collected amounted to Rs. 200, and out of tho total of 
Rs. 7,420 available for expenditure, the sum of Rs. 5,745 has boon actually spent. The 
now building has not yet been commenced, as the plan submitted involved an expenditure in 
excess of the limit laid down by Government. • 

546. Chittagong Madrasah . — This madrasah was opened ill April 1874, and 300 appli- 
cations for admission were made. Tho accommodation at the disposal of tho Committee was 
insufficient for so largo a number, and only half tho applicants could ho admitted. Tho 
number of pupils on the rolls at tho end of the year was 152, o i whom 28 were boarders. 
No fees wore levied during the past year, but th6 # Committoe lias resolved to levy fees during 
the current year on account of the constantly increasing number of applicants for ro-admis* 
^ion and tho inadequacy of the staff for teaching a larger number than 150. There has been 
‘no falling off i$ the attendance sinco fees were levied. 

547. Dmcca Madrasah .—* This madrasah was opened in March 1874. Ol the. 40.0 

applicants for admission, only 104 could bo accommodated in tho building in which the insti- 
tution was temporarily located. Some months later, when a larger building was socused, 
other admissions took plate ; and at tho end of the year there were 160 boys on tho rolls, of 
whom 24 were boarders. Durimr the first year no foes were levied, and the rate for boarders 
was fixed at Ro. 1-8 a month, being half the estimated cost. During the current year it has 
been decided to levy fees at the rate of 8 annas for tho liighor classes and 4 annas for the 
lowor. The subjocts taught are the same as tlioso taught in tho Hooghly and Calcutta madra- 
sahs, and by special request of Muhammadan members of the Committop, the course has been 
increased by adding elementary mathematics on the European system. • 

549.* The madrasah Committeo lias been much engaged during tho year in attempting 
* to devise some plan wlierJby madrasah students may be able to attend tho collegiate school 
classes for the purpose of acquiring a knowledge of English up to the standard of tjie 
entrance examination, and at the same time take up the full coui*o of Arabic and Persian 
stndips in the madrasah. Their proceedings iave not led to any satisfactory arrangements 
thereby this may be accomplished ; and indeed it may be considered a hopeless task to 
devise any plan which would prove successful. The Inspector and Commissioner are both. of 
opinion that the task is an impossible one,' and that a Muhammadan boy who wishes to learn 
English, with a view to entering upon college studies, must be content to forego Arabic and 
Persian, and vice verndy and in this opinion 1 fully concur. After discussing the various plans 
put forward by the Committee, Dr. Robson says ; — “ In fine, as far as present experience goes, 
the only way seems to be to allow all, so far as the funds at tho disposal of the Committee 
permit, who wish to go through an Euglish course of training, to join the collegiate sohool, 
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uvHiHiiADAB whether nominally as madrasah students or not being unimportant, and to leave those who 
KDucATioir. w i 8 h to read Arabic as of first importance, and English as only secondary importance, to 
get what help they can in English from the home tutor. The home tutor’s work will then 
be to help these Arabic students in their acquisition of a little English, and to look after the 
preparation of those madrasah students who, attending the collegiate school classes, may look 
to him for assistance. What is here said refers only to madrasah students reading the 
standards of the school classes, as at present there are no students in the Dacca madrasah 
advanced enough to attend the science or other classes of the college/’ 


HORMAL SCHOOLS. 


549. NORMAL SCHOOLS. — There were 40 Government normal schools for the train- 
ing of teachers at the end of the year, eight of the first grade, twenty-one of the second, and 
eleven of the third. The first grade schools train pandits for the vernacular schools, as well 
as gurus for the primaries ; in five of the second grade schools a class for a limited number 
of pandits has been formed, but this is a departure from their original construction as purely 
guru-training schools ; and the third grade schools train gurus only. The Lieutenant- 
Governor having expressed an opinion that the establishments of normal schools devoted to 
the training of gurus were tpo costly, and that additional provision for the training of 
pandits was desirable, a report has been submitted to Government, embodying such changes 
in the constitution of the schools as appeared to bo expedient and necessary. The number 
of pupils under training in the Government schools at tho close of the year was 1,020, and 
the number of teachers sent out with certificates during the year was 1,‘542. The total cost 
of the schools was Rfi. 1,38,067, of which the Stato contributed Rs. ^35, 623. 

550. Besides tho normal schools direotly maintained by Government, there were ten 
aided normal schools for masters, five aidod and one unaided school for mistresses. The 
number of pupils on tho rolls of tho aided schools for masters was 650, and the number of 
young women on the rolls of tho schools for mistresses was 72. These schools are chiefly 
managed by missionary bodies, and tho total cost of those aided by Government was Rs. 42,825, 
of which the State contributed Rs. 16,077. 

551. Of the 1,542 pupils who left the normal schools during the year with teachership 
certificates, 169 were pandits and 1,373 gurus, and the grades in which they passed are 
shown below : — 


1st grade. 2ud grade. 3rd grade. Ti tal. 
Pandits ... ... ... 37 78 51 169 

Gurus ... ... ... 606 761 106 1,373 


552. The complaint is made by several distriot oommittees having charge of first grade 
normal schools, that their stipond allowance for pandits is not sufficient, and that, in order 
to fill the classes, they aro forced so to qjultiply stipends that the value of each falls below 
what they are able to offer to a guru student. But I hardly see the justice of the assumption 
that the stipend of a pandit should be higher than that of a guru whilo under training. 
The trained pandit has a much higher career and better prospects open to him than the guru 
has, and it is tho future, not the present salary, that he should regard in estimating the value 
of his normal school training. 

% 553. It is, however, much to be desired that his future salary was made more certain 

to him than it now often is. Many aided school managers refuse to employ trainod normal 
school pandits, and put in friends of their own, often quite incompetent men. It is the business 
of Deputy Inspectors to watch every such appointment, and to report it without fail when it 
is not satisfactory, in order that the grant may be stopped. I do not believe that this is 
always done. A Deputy Inspector should generally have acquired sufficient influenoe with 
school managers to procure tho appointment of oompetent men in the first instance ; and if 
so, there is abundant employment for all the pandits that are sent out from first grade normal 
schools year by year. 

554. Tho first grade normal, schools in Behar languish. This is manifestly the result 
of the unsatisfactory Btate of middle vernacular education in that province. 

555. It will be t seen: from the ‘divisional reports that the most different and even 
opposite practises prevail in different districts in the management of normal schopls fyr 
gurus. Some district committees aro for a long course, others for a short course ; some give 
higK stipends, others low ; some confine the training to actual gurus of pathsal&s! others 
bring in outsiders who intend to ‘follow the profession of gurus. 

^ ; 556. Tho question how far the normal s3hools aro designed for actual, and how far 

for intending gurus is orfe of the first importauoe, and I am not sure that till district oom- 
mittees have successfully grappled with it. "The normal school is designed primary <for 
the ^benefit of actual gurus, such of them at least as are likely to improve by their training. 
During the time that new pathsalas were being spread abroad, it was necessary, further, 
to prepare a class of men for the profession of gurus in order to fill those new pathsalas. 
But now that the primary grant has been practically placed out, and-eaoh pathsala has its 
guru, it is a mere waste of money to train more “ umedwars” when there are no pathsalas to 
whioli to 6end them. The energies of the Deputy Inspector and of the distriot committee 
should now be devoted to tho improvement of those gurus who are most improveable ; the 
stipends for umedwars should be rigidly restricted to the number of vaoanoies likely to 
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arise from any cause. Many present gurus, it may turn out, are hopelessly incompetent ; 
in many villages there is no prospect that a pathsala will succeed*. For every such guru 
and for every such pathsala a new guru will be required ; and taking also into account any 
further extension of path salas that the district funds may admit of, the number of stipends 
that may bo rightly given to umedwars is precisely determined. 

557. In the normal schools of the Rajsliahi division, special attention has been paid 
to the training of umedwars. In llajshahi normal school, out of a class of 31, only one is 
a guru. In Malda school, out of a class of 20, four are gurus. In liangpur, in a class of 
27, not one is an actual guru. 

The ordinary guru of this division is probably a man of very low intelligence. “ The 

f enuine gurumahashay,” writes the Inspector, “ if brought in for training does not learn.” 

t is probably intended to replace the present gurus, who cannot learn, by a better class of 
men ; and if so, the umed war classes in the llajshahi schools will be amply justified. But 
I cannot feel confident that this process is steadily going on. In liangpur, for example, of 
20 students who passed out, four only have been sent to pathsalas. “ Where the rest are 
gone,” says the Deputy Inspector, “ we know not.” # 

558. From many parts of Bengal comes tlio complaint that gurus under training 
hbscond : actual gurus in order to avoid training, and intending gurus in order to avoid 
service in pathsalas. .The latter get a comfortable subsistence f of six months, and then 
disappear. Maim district committees have resorted to the practico of taking stamped 
agreements from students thft they will serve as gurus for a certain period. This perhaps 
operates as a sort of checjc, but I am not aware that legal proceedings have been taken against 
any normal school student for breach of contract. 

559. The number of gurus trained during the year was 1,373, so that in two years 
about one-fourth of the whole munber have undergone training. At tins rate it would take 
five or six years more to complete the training of gurus. It seems therefore advisable to 
make the period of instruction as short as possible. It is better for present purposes to 
have many gurus trained in some fashion than to have a few thoroughly instructed. But 
many district committees are in favor of emtanding the limit of six months to twelve, in 
which case the number of gurus trained during tlio year wduld be exactly limited by the 
number of stipends. It is. from this cause that large differences are found in the average 
cost of training a guru. In Arrah each trained guru costs Its* 33, in Fureedpur lls. 64, 
in Dinajpur lls. 133, in Midnapur lls. 200. In the opinion of the Inspector, the Midnapur 
gurus aro, if anything, over-trained ; but it cannot be said in all cases that the higher the 
charge the more efficient is the guru. At least, of the Dinajpur normal school, the Inspector 
writes that the training was “of a kind which might he picked up at the mahajan’s gaddi 
or the zemindar’s cuteherry,” and 60 per cent, of tjie old-fashioned gurus brought in for 
training failed to pass even by that simple standard. The Fureedpur and Shahabad gurus 
obtain a far more thorough training than this at a much smaller cost. The management 
of both these schools, and the value set upon the stipend, are sufficiently indicated by the fact 
that many of their students read without stipends. This is also the case in Mymensingh. 

560. The following summaries of the reports on the working of the normal schools 
give in detail tlio results for each division. 

561. Bu rowan Division. — Thero are five Government normal schools in the division, — 
one of the first grade at Hooghly, two of the second grade at Midnapur and Burdwan, and 
* two of the thim grade at Beerbhoom and Barikoora. The Inspector doubts whether the 
new scheme is superior to the old one ; the outturn of trained teachers being small, wliilo 
the cost of establishments is large. Thero is a class for pandits at the Midnapur schgol, 
which is recruited by severing four of the best gurus who pass each year. The course for 
gurus has also been extended to a year; and in addition to the prescribed course, they are 
taught a portion of the first book of Euclid, the first three chapters of Vidyasagar’s History of 
Bengal, vulgar fractions, the rule-of-threo, the definitions of geography and the elements 
of grammar. On the results at the Midnapur sehpol, the Inspector writes: — “I cannot 
gay that I consider the result of tho working of the school satisfactory, compared with the 
results given by other schools which follow the course prescribed by Government. The, 
demand^ pf the district are large, and the supply of trained teacher? is small, and I should 
Jiave thought that it would, have been better to draft as many pupil teachers through the 
school as possible, and as quickly as possible. At presenf the training of each guru costs 
nearly Rs. 200. The system of trailing, before the orders of Government were promulgated 
on the 31st July 1873, has been reverted to ; the cost of the school is* about the same, and the 
rssulti are smaller. Tho gurus of the Midnapfir training school, as far as I can judge from 
the local reports, are being over-trained.” 

562, There is an aided normal school, at Midnapur under the management of American 
missionaries which had 70 pupils on its rolls at the end of tho year. The school has a 
grant of Rs. 225 a month from Government, half of which is expended on the normal school, 
and the other half in the maintenance of 40 lower class vernacular schools attended by 
Sonthals. The normal school is engaged in training teachers for Sonthal village schools, and 
the standard taught is equal U> that of the fifth-year class of • a middle vernacular school. 

27 


HOBMAL HI WOOLS' 



106 


REPORT OF TIIE DIRECTOR 


iiormal schools. 563. The outturn of the Hooghly normal school for the year was 20 pandits and 
38 gurus, of the Midnapur school eight pandits and 23 gurus, of the Burdwan school 
43 gurus, of the Beerbhoom school 35 gurus, and of the Bankoora school 29 gurus, or a total 
of 28 pandits and 168 gurus. 

564. Calcutta. — There is a first grade Government normal school in Calcutta, which 
has been in existence for nearly twenty yearfc, and has always ranked high as a training 
school for pandits. It has also a class for gurus attached to it. At the end of the year the 
number on the rolls of the paudit department was 61, and on the rolls of the guru depart- 
ment 30, of whom 80 were Hindus and 11 Muhammadans. During the year the school 
passed 15 pandits and 17 gurus. There are also three aided normal schools for mistresses, 
which had on their rolls 29 pupils, of whom 17 were Christians and 12 Hindus. The 
cost of the aided schools to Government was Rs. 3,993 ; and it is not stated in the report 
whether any qualified mistresses were sent out during the year. 

565. Presidency Division. — Half the stipend allowance of the Calcutta normal 
school is reserved for the maintenance of gurus sent for training by the District Committee 
at Alipore. There are also normal schbols for gurus at Baraset, Kishnaghur, and Jessore, 
and to the Jessore school a class for pandits is attached, as the Calcutta pandits are unwilling 
to proceed to Jessore as teachers, on account of the unhealthiness of. the climate. The 
number of gurus who left the schools with certificates during the year was 1C2. 

566. Rajshahi Division. — In each of the seven district of thic division there is a 
Government normal school. The normal school at Baulcah is of tho first grade, and trains 
both pandits and gurus. Tho other six schools train gurus onf^. The following table 
contains the statistics of the school for the year : — 


Normal Schools. 

Number of 
students on the 
31st 31 arch 1875. 

Hindus. 

Mussulmans. 

Total bust out in 1874-75 

Rsmarkb. 

As pandits. 

As gurus. 

Moorshedabnd 

30 

* 20 

4 


27 

"1 


Rajshahi 

74 

62 

22 

23 
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20 

18 
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. 18 
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Dinajpur 

19 

1 

18 


44 


y 1 lie passed pupils have 

Rangpur 

27 

13 
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20 


entered service as 

Bogra 

21 

7 

14 


19 


teachers. 

Pubna 

22 

14 

8 


29 

J 



5G7. The cost of these schools to Government was Rs. 21,122. Tho Inspector is of 
opinion that it is waste of power to confine tho school to the training of gurus only. He 
writes : — • 

“ Almost from every one of the six districts in which these schools are situated, the 
recommendation is that its normal school may also have a pandit department to train up 
teachers for its middle schools. The fact with regard to these schools is that genuine guru- 
mahashays, if brought for training into them, do not learn, and ox-school boys, if got into 
them, find nothing worth learning in the curriculum of studies prescribed for these schools. 
TThe masters of the second and third grade normal schools feel that thoir teaching^ powers are 
wasted, and 'they would rather utilize thoso powers by getting pandit classes - opened for the 
training dl middle school teachers. Normal schools, which are meant to prepare teachers, 
ought to fyive means and appliances of teaching which may be available at first-class estab- 
lishments only. Inferior normal schools are of little use.” 

668. • There is an aided female normal school at Bauleah, which had 14 pupils on its 
rolls at the end of the year. This school sent out three qualified mistresses during the year, 
who are said to be doing thoir work satisfactorily. The cost of this school for the year was 
Rs. 4,543 of which Government contributed Rs. 2,452. 

569. Dacca Division. — There is a first grade normal school at Dacca, and there are 
v second grade schools at Fureedpur, Burrisal, and Mymensingh. The Dacca and Mymensingh 

schools train pandits as* well as gurus ; the other schools train gurus only. Tho Dacca school 
is deservedly held in high estimation, and it supplies pandits to most of tho eastern districts. 4 

( Owing; to the prohibition of Sanskrit, and the appropriation of half the stipends to gurus, the 
attendance of pandits ha& fallen from 150 in 1872 to 66 on 31st March last. The study of 
Sanskrit has now been restored, and this will tend to make the sohool more usefyl and 
popular ; but it will not recover its former strength without an increase in tho number of 
stipends for pandits. At tho end of the year there were 12 gurus and 66 pandits on 
the rolls, and during the year 20 gurus were turned out with certificates, who are now at 
work in pa,thsalas. 

570. The Mymensingh Normal School has classes for pandits and gurus, the stipends 
being equally divided between them. This school has always done well, and at the annual 
competitive examination with the first grade schools at Dacca and Chittagong has hitherto 
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stood second. It supplies not* only Mymensingli with pandits, but the neighbouring districts 
of Rangpur, Dinajpur, Cooch Behar, and Seebsagur. There were 38 pandits on the 
rolls at the end of the year, of whom 20 were stipend-holders. The guru class contained 23 
pupils, of whom eight were stipend-holders, and during the year 15 gurus were turned out 
with certificates. 

571. The Fureedpur school is devoted exclusively to the training of gurus, and is the 
most successful of its kind in Eastern Bengal. It had 05 pupils on its rolls at the end of tho 
year, of whom 33 were stipend-holders and 28 Muhammadans ; and it sent out 44 gurus during 
the year with certificates, three ©f these being Chandals. 

572. The Burrisal school trains gurus only at present, but tlio question of opening • 
pandit classes is now under consideration. Middle vernacular education is backward in 
Backergunge, chiefly owing to the difficulty of getting qualified pandits. The Dacca 
pandits are unwilling to go to this district at ordinary rates, and the schools have to put up 
with inferior men. There were 44 gurus on tho rolls at tho end of the year, and 34 passed 
out with certificates during the year. 

573. Technical Schools . — The only school of this kind in the division is the artisan class, 
which was attached to the normal school in February lt$72. The object of the class is to train 
Aiativos of the higher castes, who have received a good general education, as skilled- workmen, 
and to introduce European tools and modes of workmanship. Fair progress has been made 
by tho pupils during the year, and a hand drilling-macliino and an emollient lathe, purchased 
from tho balance^f last year’s funds, are proving very useful. Six of the most advanced 
pupils have opened a shop in the town with a small borrowed capital, where they work*out 
of school hours in making any articles of furniture for which they can get an order. The 
Committee are very desirous of continuing stipends to third-year pupils, and they are of 
opinion that the earnings of these pupils would more than cover the extra expenditure. 
Another year’s training would turn them into really good workmen, whereas they are now 
obliged to leave tho school at tho end of the second year in order to earn a livelihood. The 
District Committee bear the following testimony to the services of Babu Dina Nath Sen in 
connection with the artisan class : — “ The head-master deserves praiso for tho dogged way 
in which he is going on improving his tools, purchasing them when he can get the money, 
and making them somehow when he cannot.” 

574. Chittagong Division. — There is a first grade normal school at Chittagong, 
which is behind most other schools of its class in numbers and efficiency. There lias been, 
however, an improvement in the pandit department during the year. At tho end of the 
year there* were 34 pandits and 14 gurus on the rolls; only 11 gurus passed out with 
certificates during the year, and of these only one was placed in the first division. “ Great 
difficulty,” says tho Inspector, “ is experienced in persuading the Chittagong gurus to avail 
themselves of the advantages of a course of training yi tho normal class, and only six actual 
gurus were sent in during the year. Their want of appreciation is scarcely to be wonderod 
at, for it appears that the boys in their pathsalas have advanced beyond tho course which is 
taught in normal schools.” 

“ This state of matters will be rectified by raising the standard of instruction to suit the 
requirements of the district. If those gurus who have undergone a course of training w'ero 
to get a rupee of increase to their stipends, there would be soon no cause to complain that 
tho normal school was not appreciated.” 

575. Tho Noakholly Normal School is a third grade institution, and trains gurus only. 
At tho end of <fcho year it had 27 pupils on its rolls, and during the year 20 passed out with 
certificates, of whom 14 were actual gurus. 

570. The Comillali Normal School is a second grade institution, devoted exclusively 
to the training of gurus. » It had 23 pupils on the rolls at the end of the year, and 22 pa&sod 
out with certificates during the year. The Magistrate is desirous of attaching a class fbr 
pandits to tho school ; but as tho Inspector points out, there is no necessity for this, as pandits 
can always be easily got from the Dacca school to serve in Tipperah at ordinary rates 

°^Ji77. ‘The Rangamatia Normal School is really a middle English school. * Its pupils 
<fa lSving engage in other occupations, as there aref no schools in Which they can become 
teachers. • When primary schools are established in tho Hill Tracts, this school will supply . 
well qualified teachers. At tho end of the year there were 66 pupils on the rolls, of whop 
35 were Chakmas, 22 Mughs, six Tipperahs, two Muhammadans, and one was a Hindu. 
The languages taught are English; Bengali* and Burmese. The most advanced hoys havo # 
reached Prose Header No. Ill in English, and some are reading'tho vernacular scholarship 
< 80 urs # e«in Bengali. Tho Deputy CommissioijeiP considers the school has done well. 

578. Patna Division. — There are six Government normal schools in Patna division, — 
one of the first grade at Patna, four pf the second grade at Arrah, Gya, Chupra, and 
Mozufferpore, 'and* one of the third grade at Durbhunga. By order of the Director, the 
Motihari Normal School was not opened during the year, and an establishment on a ohoaper 

scale has since been sanctioned. ... , 

579. Patna is the only normal school that trams pandits. Jb or this purposo it naa an 
allowance of Rs. 150 a month, sufficient to cover 43 stipends and to turn out 14 trained 
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hobmal scn^oLtt. pandits yearly. Last year, however, the number on tho rolls was 27, and the third-year class 
contained only seven students. “This small outturn,” observes the Inspector, “is likely to 
be repeated in the present year, only soven having been promoted from the second class. 
The facts are not noticed in the report, but the pandit classes seem to liavo lost popularity 
within the last year or two. I can only attribute this to the general disrepute into which 
vernacular education has fallen.” 

080. The following table shows tho outturn of the guru classes for the year : — 


Districts. 
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' 
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27 

25 
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71 
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581. Tho Durbhunga school was in an unsatisfactory state, mainly owing to the absence 
of due supervision during the famine. ♦ 0 

082. The Arrah and Mozufferpore Normal Schools are described as the best in the division. 
At Arrah the cost of each trained guru is remarkably low (Its. 33). It not only gives 
moderate stipends, but succeods in making them prized by exacting certain qualifications as 
the condition. Besides the stipend-holders, there were 15 students reading without stipends 
in tho hopo of getting them after examination. 

583. Of Mozufferpore Normal School, the Inspector remarks : — 

“ Mozufferpore Normal School sets tho fairest example in this respect. The quality 
of the class is far higher than in any normal school I have seen in Behar. It fortunately 
started on the right plan, and so escaped the failure and discouragement which have attonded 
the career of many training schools. It looked to the middle schools of the district to 
replenish its classes, which are now filled with young men thoroughly able to learn and to 
teach. Of 33 students present when I visited the school, 22 had had a school education. 
The Hindus knew Hindi well, explaining the Sanskrit words in Prem Sagar; the Mussul- 
mans knew Hindustani equally well. All the pupils in the first class worked correctly a 
simplo rule-of-three sum — a fact without parallel, so far as I know, in tho normal schools 
of Behar. A receipt for money was written out correctly, and mental arithmetic was fair, 
though, as might be expected, these subjects needed more attention. Altogether this normal 
school at Mozufferpore is an entire success ; it is turning out a set of gurus of far more than 
average capacity, and it justifies the advice I have urged upon all district committees, — 
Look to your umedwar class to infuse new strength into your pathsalas. But the 
practice of many committees, I fear, is to '-give a stipend after little or no examination 
to any one who presents himself ; and the feeling gains ground that it is the umedwar who 
confers the obligation by joining tho school. Consequently, many como for the stipend 
merely, and disappear after having received for six months an education and a comfortable 
subsistence?.” 

584. In tho Patna Normal School, outlie other hand, the results of the guru-training 
cla§fl are unsatisfactory. In Arrah 79 gurus were trained in the year. In Patna, with a 
larger stipend allowance for gurus, only 44 were trained. The inspector attributes this to 
the bad material of tho class : — 

“I visited the school just before the time the report was made. The gurus were many 
of them too old to learn, and the majority of tho umedwars had led wandering, unsettled lives 
that unfitted them alike for teaching afid for being taught. Hence it has resulted that only 
half the class passed at eaoh six-monthly examination. 1 reported my impressions t# the 
District Committee, but it decided to make no change in tho constitution of the class, which 
is still, as the hcad-mftster reports, filled by men iguorant of Hindi, and with no notions of 
moral responsibility, punctuality,, or discipline.” 

585. With regard to sub-divisional training-classes, *the Inspector writes : — 

“As a supplement to tho head-quarter^ normal school, I am altogether in fa\or of 
sub-divisional training classes, which have been tried successfully at Sassernm and at J8ewan*. 
The cost of training each guru at these schools is Rs. 17 and Its. 19 respectively; that at 
Sasseram has now been converted into an aided sehpol, and the cost to Government will hence- 
forward be reduced by one-half. The district is really too large an area unit for the pathsala 
system. Gurus have the strongest objection to go 40 or 50 miles off to live amongst 
strangers, but many of them would not object to go to the sub-divisional head-quarters, 
which they probably know. It is essential, however, that a competent teacher be kept. 
Three such classes were established in Gya, apparently under inferior teachers, for the cost 
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of training each guru was only Ha. 4 ; and theso are reported as failures. In Sewan stipends XOUMAL SCnOOLA. 

for the gurus under training are paid from the primary grant ; in Sassoram no stipends are 

given, and the gurus are brought in at the slack time of the yoar. In every district there 

are savings enough from the primary grant to pay for such classos ; and if the sub-divisional 

officers And dhe deputy and sub-inspectors were given to understand that theso classes were 

in their speoial charge, I have little doubt about their success.” 

586. The Patna division is ill-provided with normal schools for the training of 
pandits. Mr. Croft advocates the establishment of pandit classes at Mozufforpnre and at 
Arrah; the first for all North Bohar, the second for the western districts of South Behar, 

Patna supplying the needs of the eastern districts. 

587. Technical Schools.— The following passages from the Inspector’s report give a short 
account of the workshop classos at Dehroo in Shahabad : — 

“ The Dehrec Workshops have two schools attached, — one English and one vernacular, 
both admirably managed by Mr. Fouracres. In the English school, on 61st March 1875, 
there were 24 boys on tho register. When I visfted the school in April there were 26 boys, 

20 Europeans and six Bengalis. All the students worA for six hours a day in the shops, and 
have two hours at school, when they are taught English, mathematics (including Euclid, 
algebra, and trigonometry), and mechanical drawing, but no history or geography — a defoct 
which might usoLVdly be supplied. Eor tho maintenance of each European boy an allowance 
of Rs. 20 a momV is made, of which Government pays Rs. 15, and (with two exceptions) 
tho relatives of tho boy pay Rs. 5. For native boys Rs. 8 are allowed, of which Government 
pays Rs. 7. Tho cost of each boy during the year under report has been Rs. 370. Many 
Bengalis have been admitted to the school since its commencement, but tho labor of tho shops 
has proved too much for the majority, and only six have persevered.” 

“ The vernacular frte school had 68 hoys on tho rolls, many of them sons of tho work- 
men emplo/ed. Of the whole number, 46 worked in the shops after their two hours of 
schooling, and all were in receipt of stipends of from Ro. 1 to Rs. 6 a month, representing 
the value of their earnings. With tho exception of two Rajputs and a Brahman and a 
Kayasth, who are orphans, all the working boys are of the lower castes.” 

“ In tlio school a thoroughly sound education is given. The first class read and write 
both Kaithi and Nagri very well, and five boys know Hindustani. Arithmetic is taught to 
rule-of-three, Euclid, and mensuration. The cost of each boy’s schooling is Rs. 12 a year.” 

“The question of moro technical schools is now the subject of correspondence. An 
English school has -lately been opened at Buxar for the children of railway employ h. This 
would form a convenient centre for tho technical education of Europeans. But I havo lately, 
in a separate letter, advocated the establishment of one large boarding school at Jamalpore 
for tho whole of Behar, in which technical and general education should be combined, for 
Europeans only, and I am of opinion that much moro satisfactory results will be got out of 
a central institution of great strength than from a multitude of petty attempts, costing on 
tho whole more money. 

588. Bhagut/pur Division. — In tho Bhagylpur division thero are throo Government 
normal schools, — one of the first grade at Bhagulpur and. two of tho second at Mongliyr and 
Purneah. There aro also four aided schools in tho Sontlial Pergunnahs with 213 pupils, of* 
whom GO are girls; thoso are managed by the two missionary bodies. 

“ Thoso imtho Sontlial Pergunnahs,” says Mr. Croft, “ aro not strictly normaj schools. 

They aro chiefly civilizing institutions for the benefit of tho Sonthals, promising boys being 
brought in from distant villages, fed arid taught, and finally setit back again to their villages, 
some as teachers and catechists, and all as apostles of a higher civilization. The object of mj 
missionaries, as stated by the Rov. li. Skrefsrud, is to ‘ raiso the people gradually, making 
no “ Babu-gulf” between tho instructed and the uninst meted.’ In the single school at 
Benagorin, within the last five years, about 200 boys and girls have road to the 1st class, /.<?., 

Sonthali and Bengali, doublo *ule- of- three, and a little history and geography.' A largo 
number havo left before they got so far. Mr. Skrefsrud adds that the ejjucatod South als serve 
a^a link between their countrymen and Bengalis, and consequently enjoy much deference in 
their own .villages.” 

“ In Bhagulpur school # a third-year class for pandits was opeiled for the first 4imo at 
the close of tho year under report, .unnecessary delay having taken place in this mutter. 

Only 29 of the 45 Stipends wore tak^n up, and i4 seems clear that tljp yearly outturn of this • 
school, will amply Vupply all tho needs of the, division, with only three districts needing 
Hindi 9 T Hindustani pandits, and not more than 40 middle schools vernacular and English. 

There are therefore ample funds remaining for the purpose which I referred to. before, 
namely, trailing a class of one-jjear students for lower vernacular schools, toaching the 
4 intermediate ’ scholarship standard recently defined. I pointed out that these schools were 
as yet few in number, but that, while about half tho D pathsalas were already at that level, 
many more, both 1) and E, would certainly ri§e to it now that the new scholarships had 
presented the best pathsalas with a definite motive to excel. For admission to the third-year 
pandit classes the vernacular* scholarship certificate is required ; thoso who fail to obtain 
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iroEMiL schools* that certificate are the persons to whom I look as the material for the one-year classes. They 
should be required to pass an examination beforo being admitted in the standard that they 
would afterwards have to teach.” 

589. The Commissioner considers the above proposal a good one. Mr. Croft 
continues : — * # 

“ I believe that one class of this kind would supply the wants of the whole division. 
Even now, in rare instances, students who fail at this examination take up guruships, with 
their precarious income and their low status, because no better employment is open to them, 
if; on the other hand, they saw an assured prospect of a Its. 5 income as pandit of a school 
in the regular line of vernacular education ; if a school to raise which to a higher standard, 
bringing higher pay, was seen to be well within the reach of an industriolis and competent 
teacher, I am convinced that large numbers of such students would come, even from Purneah 
and from Monghyr, to join the classes through which alone they could look to so fair a future. 
And if so, it is easy to see that vernacular education would gain, and the middle schools 
become popular, by reason of the fresh career opened to all who attended them.”. 

“ Turning now to the guru classes of last year in the normal schools. In Bhagulpur 
(which had the highest stipend allotment) 30 pupils were trained, in Monghyr 74, and^in 
Purneah 28. These differences are worth noticing. The Magistrate of Bhagulpur remarks 
on tho small number of teachers trained, compared with thoso that have yet to bo trained. 
It appoars that the full number of stipends (35) has never been taken up/ Why this is so, 
I know not. Tho Deputy Inspector rofusod to send in a fresh batch of (fiirns just before the 
closo of the year, because he wanted them to mako out the* returns for their patlisalas ; but 
this would bo only a temporary check. One letter of the Magistrate’s led mo to suppose that 
umedtears , or intending, not actual gurus, were not allowed stipends. This would furnish a 
quite sufficient explanation of the meagre results, but I think I have not understood him 
nghtly. It is to the umedtear class that we have chiefly to look for th§ infusion of new strength 
into tho patlisalas, and the conditions, both present and futuro, should bo made so attractive as 
to secure the best men going. In Monghyr, for example, the umedwar stipend and the path- 
sola grant are both liberal ; consequently, not only aro all tho stipends taken up, but some 
read without stipends. Other things being equal, better prospects aifcract better men, and 
though, as I have remarked elsewhere, the ordinary Monghyr umedwar comes of an unsatisfac- 
tory stock, yet he is young and teachable, and passes through the school rapidly. Whatever bo 
tho cause in Bhagulpur, whethor there are no stipends except for gurus, or whether the 
local officers do not hunt up and send in punctual supplies of men, both gurus and umedwars, 
to be trained, or whether those sent in are not carefully chosen, and are too old or stupid to 
learn, it needs explanation why only 12 gurus and 24 umedwars were trained in tho year, 
with a stipend allowance of Rs. 150 a month.' The cost per head in stipends only thus 
becomes Rs. 50, while in Monghyr it is. only Rs. 20.” * 

590. The Commissioher has called for an explanation why, with so large an allowance 
as Rs. 150 for guru stipends, only 36 gurus were trained during the year. 

591. “In Purneah,” Mr. Croft reports, “ special causos were at work. Tho stipends in 
the normal school are high enough, but they load to nothing worth having. Tho enormous 
multiplication of pathsalas in that district lias been effected by reducing the average Govorn- 
'ment Wage of a guru to Rs. 28 a year. In Monghyr it is Rs. 44 a year, and in Bhagulpur 

more. The fee income is no doubt high in Purneah ; but it is to the fixed, and not to the 
fluctuating, income that an intending guru looks ; and though the total pay is actually as 
high (or 'nearly so) as in other districts, yet it attracts an inferior class of men. The District 
Committee complain that thq stipends have never been filled, though they hope for better 
results this year.” 

♦ 592. The Inspector is strongly in favor of supplementing fho regular normal schools 

by cheap sub-divisional trainiug classes. The gurus of Bhagulpur division have hitherto 
shown much reluctance to leave .their pathsalas and come into the head-quarters’ stations 
(perhaps at the cost of a journey across the Ganges into an entirely foreign country) to be 
trained. r In this proposal the Commissioner concurs, and has desired the district officers to 
establish such training classes. a 

593. The Sonthal Pergunnahs district has no Government normal school ; tho aided 
schools under missionary charge are not adapted for training gurus. Acting upon Mfc. Croft’s 
suggestions, the Commissioner . has requested the Deputy Commissioner to set on foot sub- 
divisional training classes to be paid for out of r the primary grant. 

594. On the question of providing louses for the normal schools, /mly one of which 
(Purneah) is as yet housed, the Inspector remar^ : — 

^ “ Bhagulpur and Monghyr schools should have houses ; rent is now paid for them at 
Rs. *25 and Rs. 7 respectively. The Bhagulpur ^liouse is not nearly large enough for all its 
classes, and it is miles away from the cutc^erries and the Vice- President’s eye. The Monghyr 
school is well situated, and, like all other schools in Monghyr, is frequently visited by the 
Magistrate; but it is. dark and incommodious.” 

“ If a building is sanctioned for Bhagulpur, it should, in my opinion, include a barrack 
for the pandit classes, who have to read for three years.” ° 
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595. The following passage is worth notice, as showing the special difficulties in tho normal schools. 

way of training gurus in Behar. * • 

‘‘The Bhagulpur head-master gives a good aooount of the difficulties to be faced ih 
teaching tho gurus Hindi, their so-oalled vernacular. I append a few sentences of village 
patois, from which it will be seen that in learning Hindi they have, in fact, to learn a new 
language : — 

“ Pothi nen likhlo chhai” : It is written in the book, 

“ Bk admi ailo eliaun” : A man is come. 

“ Hamro bhai bhir parhtaun” : My brother also shall road. 

“ Kenda jai chha ?” Where are you going 

596. Orissa Division. — There are three Govemmont normal schools in the division, 
one of the first grade at Cuttack for training pandits and gurus, and two of the third grade 
at Pooroo and Balasore for training gurus only. The school at Cuttack was established in 
1869, and up to the end of the year it had sent out 76 qualified pandits ; but of these only 88 
haVe as yet got employment. With reference # to this, the Joint-Inspector says : — “Here 
again I am compelled to express my conviction that so long as there is not some one (bo he 
t^he Inspector of tho Circle, Commissioner of the Division, or any other) authorized to appoint 
teachers to all schools within the division, the normal school students # can scarcely hope for 
employmont. ,, In tho pandit department thero wore 48 pupils at the end of the year, of 
whom eight were iWgali settlers in Orissa, one Muhammadan, and 34 Uriyas. During the 
year 18 pandits left the school with certificates, and 11 of these have obtained employment. 

Tho guru department of the Cuttack School contained 80 pupils at the end of the year, of 
whom two were Brahmins, 10 Naiks, 15 Mohanties, one Khandist, and two Muhammadans, 
all being, without exception, teachers of village schools, who had come in to be trained. The 
number of abadhans passed through the school during the year was 50, all of whom returned 
to the schools from which they had been drafted. 

597. Tho Balasore Normal School had 28 abadhans on its rolls at tho end of the year, 
and, since its establishment in October 1878, it has passed 45 ; the number of abadhans in 
the district who have yet to pass through the school is 94. Besides tho Government sohool, 
thero is an aided normal school at Santipore, in tho district of Balasore, which is managed by 
the American Baptist Mission. This school is intended for training teachers for Sonthals, 
and as might be expected, it is inferior to tho Government school. In explanation of this 
the Rov. Mr. Smith says: — “In addition to the fact that we have to take the raw material* 
from the jungles, there is this further and important point to be considered, viz. the unsettled 
and erratic character of these children of the forest. Their love and appreciation of 
knowledge has not yet come to be so great as to carry them through great obstacles in order 
to secure it. Honce young men, after being in school for months and even for years, are 
not unfroquontly induced to desert the school on very frivolous occasions, when their places 
have to be supplied by raw recruits.” 

598. The Pooreo Normal School had 24 abadhans on its rolls at the end of tho year, 
and since its establishment 42 abadhans have been passed through school ; there are yet 
72 abadhans in the district to be trained. The he Ad pandit of the school is reportod to be 
a good Sanskrit scholar, but in every other respect inferior’ to the second pandit. 

599. The Inspector thinks that, considering the low qualifications of tho abadhans, the 
present period of six months allowed for their training is too short. Ho writes : — 

“ The abadhans learn very little in six months, and most of them lose tlieir little 
learning after a time. To make themselves really useful teachers, they must remain in the 
schools for at least a iu\\ year ; but if the period now allowed is not to be altered, th\y 
must come in for instruction twice or thrice. The Joint-Inspector hopes ihe term of 
training will be oxtended to one year. lie is of opinion that all the money paid to the 
untrained teachers fordoing exactly the same thing they were doing before, is, to say tho 
least, thrown into water, for inspectors can do little tQ improve schools when the teachers 
are ignorant and incompoteijt. It appears to me * extraordinary that indigenous schools 
should be so popular in Orissa, and yet the teachers so universally condemned. There must 
be some merit m them ; and I think that the sooner the payment-by-result is introduced, 
the better *it will be for tho abadhans and primary education. J^t any rate, I hope the* 

* district authorities will not annihilate the traditional abadhan for some time to come.” 

600. Ciiota •Nagpur Division. — The • Inspector reports that tho great want of this ■ 
division is a first *grade normal school at Ranchi. A proposal to # establish such a school 
is,nov/pnder consideration, and it is hoped that boforo the end of tho current year the school 
maybe started. “Next to the Ranchi school,” writes Mr. Woodrow, “ a normal school 
for gurus is required at Palamow. An industrial school is also much desired at Palamow. 

In it everything relating to agriculture should bo taught. On account of the deterioration 
in the breed of cattle and the murrain among them, the Assistant Commissioner, Mr. Forbes, 
is anxious to havo a department in the technical school where instruction iii farriery or 
at least cow-doctoring would be givon. Any scheme to show the people the best means for 
improving tho breed of cattle would be desirable. At present such matters are left to 
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ohance, and absenoe of all care on the part of the people has resulted not only in the absence 
of improvement, but in absolute deterioration. Some steps should be taken to establish a 
technical sohool in connection with the Anglican Mission at Ranchi. The lay Missionary, 
Mr. Herzog, has a genius for arohiteoture, and everything connected therewith. He has built 
at Ranchi churches and other edifices, not only beautiful, but at little cost.” With reference 
to cow-doctoring, it may be mentioned that in North Behar also a wish has been expressed 
for the translation of the Bengali treatise on cattle disease into Hindi, for use in the normal 
schools or pathsalas of that province. 


601. GRANT-IN-AID RULES.— The following statement exhibits the extension of 
grant-in-aid education for two successive years : — 


Class op Institution. 

1874. 

1875. 

Number of 
schools. 

Number of 
pupils. 

c 

Govern- 
ment grant. 

Tot$l 

receipts. 

Number of 
schools. 

Number of 
pupils. 

Govern- 
ment grant. 

Total. 

receipts. 


. 


Rs. 

Rs. 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Colleges 

.5 

280 

21,808 

98,022 

5 

362 

20,997 

93,864 

Higher English 

70 

7,610 

49,310 

1,83,591 

81 

8,013 

51,728 

1,99,742 

Middle „ 

410 

21,002 

1,20,054 

3,54,750 

447 

24,330 

1,30,799 

3,97,985 

Middle Vernacular 

710 

82,045 

90.905 

2,43,120 

703 

30,41 

1.09,829 

2,73.830 

Lower „ 

622 

17.029 

28,501 

70,120 

614 


30,287 

71,010 

Girls' schools 

260 

7,512 

67,086 

1,59,103 

296 

7,905 

02.004 

1,80,918 

Normal „ ..f 

15 

604 

10,883 

44,547 

16 

702 

16,257 

44.089 

Total 

2,000 

87.578 

3.90,097 

11,53,331 

2,222 

97,672 

4,27,901 

12,67,444 


There has therefore been a total increase of 222 schools and 10,094 students, and 
an increase of Government expenditure amounting to Rs. 37,204, of private expenditure 
amounting to Rs. 1,14,113. Private contributions are almost exactly double the Government 
grant. They are slightly in exoess of the Government grant for lower vernacular education, 
and rise in regular gradation up to three and a half times the Government grant for colloges. 

602. It appears from the foregoing returns that middle English education claims the 
largest share of the Government grant-in-aid, or 32 per cent., and that the greatest inorease 
of expenditure, both Government and private, has takon plaoe in this class of schools. Middle 

•vernacular education follows, with 26 per cont. of the Government grant ; education of this 
kind has also reoeived a largo expansion, Female education follows, with 14 per cent., of 
which more than half is claimed by Calcutta. Higher English education takes 12 per cent., 
mostly in the Presidency and Burdwan divisions. In the backward provinces of Behar, Orissa, 
and Chota Nagpur, middle English sclwols occupy nearly half the Government grant. The 
cost of collegiate education in Calcutta has somewhat decreased. 

603. The figures in the preceding table include the cost of circle schools, amounting to 
Rs. 28,000, which, however, is not paid out of the grant-in-aid allotment. Deducting this sum, 
we find a total expenditure of just four lakhs on aided schools for the yoar 1874-75. The 
grant-in-aid allotment for Bengal is lta 4,87,300, and the savings are distributed amongst 

» the different divisions as follows : — 


Divisions. 


Grant-in-aid 

allotment. 

Expenditure. 

Savings. 

Rkmabks. 

t 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 


Presidency 

... 

93,000 

82,647 

10,500 


Calcutta 


46,000 

65,159 

[—10,2001 

Tho cost of aided colleges is 

Burdwan 


94,000 

80,329 

7,709 

excluded, amounting to 

Rajshahi 


67,000 

61,342 

16.700 

Rs. 21,000. 

Cooch Behar 


7,000 

7,571 

[—600] 


Dacca 


• ... 66,000 

38,954 

10,000 


Chittagong 


15,500 

10,291 

6,200 


Patna 

... . ..; 

... * 48,000 

8,906 

. 39,100 


Bhagulpur 


30,000 

12,376 

17,000 


Chota Nagpur 


16,000 

11,516 

3,600 


Ori6sa 

« 

... p ... 

... 17,800 

13,466 

4,300 



Total 

... 4,87,300 - 

3,78,466? 

1,08,800 



o 


The large unappropriated balanoe in - Patna division has been since reduced *o 
Rs. 15,000 by the transfer of Rs. 9,000 to Calcutta and by fresh applications for aid. Similarly, 
the Bhagulpur balanoe has been reduced to 8,100 by the transfer of Rs. 4,000 to Calcutta 
and by fresh applications. 

604 The figures showing the amount of private contributions must be taken' with one 
important consideration. It is the opinion of competent authorities that these figures are 
far from trustworthy, and that, if looal subscriptions fall off, or from any cause the full 
establishment is not kept up, the facts are often concealed, and the full Government 
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grant drawn. The question has lately attracted the notice of Government, and it may 
be hoped that inquiries set on foot by District Committees and others, and tho fear <if 
punishment on detection, may have some effect in chocking practices of this kind. The aided 
schoolmasters are now in the power of the managers, and dare not complain even if they 
are not paid tlier full salaries. It has been repeatedly suggested that the only remedy 
for this state of things is to place the appointment of aided schoolmasters in the hands of the 
Inspectors. .Short payments would then be immediately made known. 

605. The ^procedure for assigning grants to applicant schools is described as complicated 
and tedious. The principle that underlies the rules is that the District ’Committee, the Circle 
Inspector, the Commissioner, and the Director shall all concur before a grant is given. The 
practice is that the Circle Inspector recommends a grant to a certain amount, the District 
Committee generally concur, and tlie Director sanctions the grant as a matter of course. In 
a very few cases the Inspector and the District Committee fail to agree ; in such oases only is 
a reference made to the Commissioner. 

606. The rule requiring all grants for the coming year to be entered in a budget on tho 
15th January has been generally neglected. Applications are considered as they come in, 
AnjJ. grants sanctioned at any time in the year. 

607. Several schools admit boys free, the managers paying the fees, or (which comos to 
tho same thing) ift^roasing their subscriptions to the amount required as tho condition of the 
jjrant. The Govefcfment of Bengal has lately decided that it is impossible to distinguish 
between fees paid by a boy's parent and fees paid by some one else on his behalf. 

608. The rule requiring grants to be reduced on renewal is frequently carried out ; but 
less generally in backward districts. It is rightly remarked that the rule ought not to be 
insisted on, unless it is certain that local subscriptions will be increased to an equal amount, 
otherwise the school will come down at each revision. 

609. The time seems to have come for revising the grant-in-aid allotment to districts 
within tho limits of one division. Many districts have spent all, and are in great need of an 
additional assignment, whilo neighbouring districts have more than they can distribute. 


610. INSPECTION. — Since tho olose of the year orders have boon issued revising 
tho strongth of tho inspecting establishment, with a view to meeting, to the utmost extent 
permitted by tho funds at the disposal of Government, the numerous demands made for an 
increase of the subordinate inspecting agency in the several divisions. For tho present the 


10 Deputy Inspectors of the 1st grade on 


• 


Its. 

... 200 

15 Ditto ditto 2nd „ 

... , 


... 

... lf,0 

20 Ditto ditto 3rd „ 


• •• 


... l‘>0 

25 Sub-Inspector 8 of the 1st „ 



1 

75 

75 Ditto ditto 2nd „ 

..a 

, , # 


... 60 

55 Ditto ditto 3rd „ 

... 



... 30 


This givos a total force of 45 deputy inspectors and 155 sub-inspectors, or 200 officers 
in all, and provides a fair amount of promotion to the officers of the existing establishment, 
besides adding 28 to their number. Arrangements aye in progress for distributing the , 
sanctioned force in such a manner as will meet the most pressing wants of all the divisions. 
It has been found necessary, however, to recommend that 1!) of the 28 new officers he 
appointed to + he Presidency and Burd wan divisions,# and even with this addition eqch officer 
will have more than 100 schools under his charge, while in other divisions he will have 
about 70 schools to look after. To each of thoso latter divisions it has been found possiblolo 
add only one or two new officers, — a number far short of what is required, according to the, 
unanimous opinion of inspecting officers, district officers, and Commissioners. The cost of 
the revised inspecting establishment will be lis. 2,54,400, being an increase of Its. 24,800 on 
the cost of the existing establishment. 

611. Under the revised scheme, one deputy inspector will bo posted to eaqji district 
and to the town of Calcutta,, and sub-inspectorawill bo allotted, by tjie Director or Public 
Instruction to the several divisions, in consultalioirlKth tho Commissioners and the Inspectors. 
The dutjkya to he assigned to the sub-inspectors, and the areas within which their functions 
, shall he bxercised, will be determined by the Commissioners in concurrence with the Director f 
but tho orders are that ordiuarily sub-inspectors of the third grade should be posted to the 
sudder sub-division# of districts, wlierb they wi>l be under the immediate supervision of tho 
Deputy Inspect opiftnd the District Magistrate. } 

9 61^. Tho existing staff of deputy and* sub-inspectors are in general a competent 

body erf a men, and, with few exceptions, are well spoken of by their superior officers. It seems 
necessary, however, to define the duties of deputy inspectors morb precisely than has yet 
been done. In one district it is th4 practice to give the deputy inspector a definite area, 
which he only leaves when he is ordered to investigate some question or complaint about a 
school in a different area. In another, it is his business to circulate continually over every 
part of the district, supervising the work of all his subordinates. The latter seems to be the 
true conception of a deputy ii^pector’e duty ; and it is probable that in thoso districts which 
follow the former method, the want of a sufficient number of sub -inspectors is the cause. It 
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seems inadvisable for a sub inspector to be left alone for any length of time without personal 
examination of his work by a more experienced officer, other than the occasional supervision 
which the Deputy Magistrate can give. 

613. The work of inspecting officers is subjected to criticism of two kinds:* by the 
Magistrate or Sub-Divisional Officer, to whom the diaries are first sent, and by the Inspector, 
when he pas|es the travelling bills. The Inspector can see whether the Deputy or Sub- 
Inspector spends unnecessary time in office-work at head-quarters, or in inspecting schools 
within easy reach of his house ; but he is unacquainted with the situations of the primary 
schools, and cannot toll whether journeys are economically made or not. The most 
efficient criticism of inspection diaries must come from the looal officers. They alone can 
tell whether remote schools in inaccessible parts are sufficiently inspected, or whether the 
Sub-Inspector, in his journey from one school to another, leaves two or three unvisited by 
the way, in order to increase the mileage. Different practices in fact prevail. One district 
officer insists on the number of schools seen ; another on the number of miles travelled ; 
a third on continuous journeys from village to village without frequent returns to the same 
centre ; a fourth will not endure protracted stay at head-quarters. 

614. These tests can be. properly applied by the local officer only. If tho Inspector 
sees that one Sub-Inspector travels ten miles for each school visited, and anothor only thfee, 
he cannot criticise effectively while ho is ignorant how far apart tho schooly are in tho two 
areas. Or if he sees that in ono district each school has boen inspected fiy/ times iu tho year, 
and in another only twico, it is possible that the high rate in tho former district has been 
gained by the neglect of schools in parts difficult of access. The Inspector mentions the 
case of an officer in Orissa who visited ono school 44 times in the yoar, while others were 
not visited at all. If only it is exorcised, tho most effective criticism of all such matters 
lies with the distriot officers. 

615. The Inspector of Rajshahi has proposed to utilise tho district education clerk 
in inspecting pathsalas near the sudder station, ou the admitted ground that his proper 
work occupies him only for a week in the month. This plan has been carried out in some 
districts^ Mr. Croft, however, suggests another mode of employing that officer’s services, 
by which the Deputy Inspector, half whose timo is now taken up with mere clerk’s work, 
would be set free for his proper duties. lie writes as follows 

*“ The most urgent need now felt is the need of some arrangement by which the Deputy 
Inspector’s office work may be diminished. The Deputy Inspector has, for all office work, 
a mohurir on Its. 7, who relieves him of the burden of much vernacular writing, but who 
cannot help him in the manifold English writing that ho has to get through. Month after 
month iu chocking travelling bills, 1 find the Deputy Inspector chained to the desk for ten, 
fifteen, or twenty days. I protest, and refuse to pass the bills without explanation. _ But 
I am fully aware that a qhito unnecessary portion of this highly-paid officer’s time is now 
taken up with duties that ought to be ITauded over to a writer. Wo do not get out of our 
Deputy Inspectors anything like as much as wo might. Tho remedy is to give tho Deputy 
Inspector a room in tho Magistrate’s office, and to make the education clerk do all his 
copying work. At present the education <Aerk, except for five or six days’ work in the month, 
is merely an additional clerk in the Magistrate’s office. A proposal was lately made to utilise 
tho clork’s spare time in inspecting pathsalas near the sudder. Give him instead the Deputy 
Inspector’s correspondence, and we ( shall get much more useful work done for the same 
money.”* •' 

I fully concur in these proposals, which would also have the effect of bringipg the 
Deputy Inspector into constant personal communication with the Magistrate whenever he 
Svas at head-quarters. They are strongly supported by the Commissioners of Patna and 
Bhagulpur. 

J. SUTCLIFFE, 

Offg, Director of Public Instruction. 
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Return of Attendance in Colleges and Schools for General Instruction as on the 31st March in the 

years 1874 and 1875. V 


• 

Colleges and Schools foe General Instruction. 


Number of colleges 
and schools as on 

81st March. 

7 I 

Number of pupils 
on 31st March. 



1874. 

1S75. 

. 1874. 

1875. 

» 

Colleges and Schools receiving State Grants. 






Superior Instruction— 






Colleges affiliated to the University in Arts— 






Government Colleges 


10 

10 

803 

851 

Private Colleges, aided 


5 

6 

280* 

362 

» 

Total 

15 

15 

1,083 

1,213 

Secondary Instruct!^— 

Higher Class English ^rhools — 



. • 



Govemmont Schools . 



40 

44 

10,776 

11,417 

Private Schools, aided 



76 

81 

7,516 

8,613 


Total 

122 

125 

18,292 

20,030 

Middle Class English Schools— 






Government Schools 


7 

7 

727 

962 

Private Schools, aided 


* «« 

447 

21.632 

24,330 


Total 

423 

454 

22,350 

25,202 

Middle Class Vernacular Schools - 






Government Schools 



186 

180 

10,428 

10,192 

Private Schools, aided 



716 

763 

32,945 

36,445 


Total 

002 

943 

43,373 

46,637 

Primary Instruction — 






Lower Class Vernacular Schools— 






Government Schools 

• 

22 

15 

644 

410 

Private Schools, aided ... 


522 

614 

17,029 

* 19,315 

Pathsalas, aided 



11,685 

12,516 

285,764 

310,2119 


Total 

. 12,220 # 

13,145 

303,437 

330.024 

Instruction for Females— 

• 




0 

Government Schools 



1 

I. 

74 

72 

Private Schools, aided (including zenana agencies) 



250 

296 

7,512 

7,90$ 

• 

Total 

251 

297 

7,68* 

7,977 

Total of Colleges and Schools for General Instruction receiving State Grants 

13,942 

14,979 

396,130 

431.173 

Colleges and Schools receiving no aid from the State. 





• 

Superior Instruction— 






Colleges affiliated to the University in Arts 



• 2 

2 

151> 

28 

Secondary Instruction— 






9 Hjgher Class English Schools 


43 

. 41 

10,168 

10,770 

*Middlo Class English Schqpls 



97 • 

117 

5.785 

4465 * 

Middle Class Vernacular Schools ... # ... 

• 9 



122 

112 

5,708 

4,910 

Primary Instruction* » 



1 



3 

, Lower Class Vernacular Schools ... 


174 . 

160 

4,697 

4,129 

> 

Pathsalas, Tols, and Maktabs 

• 

1,392 

2,356 

34,537 

52,545 

♦ • • 

Instruction fob Femalbs— 

** Girls' Schools 


60 

89 

1,299 

2,200 

Total of Colleges and Schools for General Instruction receiving no aid from the State 

1,890 

2,877 

62,406 

81,047 

Graud total of Colleges and Schools for General Instruction 

• 



15,832 

17,856 

458.536 

612,220 
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Return of Attendance in Colleges and Schools for Special Instruction as on 31s£ March in the 

years 1874 and 1875. 


-4 • i.i — . • ’•» — ^ - — — ■ 

Colleges ahd^Sciiools fou Special Instruction. 

A 


Number of colleges 
and schools as on 

31st March. 

Number of pupils 
on 31st March. 

• 

1874. 

1875. 

1874. 

1875. 

Special Instruction— 

Law Departments affiliated to the University 


0 

5 

299 

289 

Modioal College, English Department, affiliated to the University 


1 

1 

319 

33ft 

Engineering I)epartmont, Presidency College, affiliated to tho University 


1 

1 

227 

157 

Civil Borneo Departments 


s 

2 

203 

16 

Madrasahs... ... * 


a 

•5 

814 

037 

Bongali Medical School, Scahlah 


i 

1 

506 

704 

Hindustani Classes •Medical .Col lege 


i 

1 ^ 

72 

84 

Vernacular Medical School, Patna 



JT 


27 

School of Art 

... 

i 

1 

129 

J09 

Other Technical Schools, Government 


2 

4 

42 

129 

Other Technical Schools, aided 


... 

1 


5 

Other Technical Schools, unaided 


2 

2 

89 

89 

Normal Schools for Masters — 

Government Normal Schools 


41 

40 

1.686 

3.020 

Guru-training Classes (temporary), aided 


17 

* 

130 

41 

Aided Normal Schools 


11 

10 

569 

050 

Normal Schools for Mistresses— 

Aided Normal Schools 


4 

i 

• 

5 

95 

47 

Unaided Normal Schools 



1 


25 

Total of Colleges and Schools ior Special Instruction 


94 

84 

4,680 

5.0W 

Grand total of Colleges and Schools for General anfl. Special Instruction 


15,926 

17.940 

403,216 

517.239 


• Exclusive of the Sitapore Madrasah with an attendance of 20 pupils. 
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Return of Receipts and Expenditure of Educational Establishments for the year beginning 

ls£ April 1874 and ending March 1875. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 


Received. 

Expended. 

• 

Naturb of Establishment. 

Grants from pro- 
vincial revenues. 

Local rates or 
cesses. 

00 

€ 

O 

a 

W 

Subscriptions. 

Municipal grants. 

o 

11 

U '13 
£ W 

i;s 

Fees and fines. 

is 

ti 

■=2 

if i 

tr> — 

TJ ’ *0 

s-s 

£ 

i 

Total. 

Total. 

SUPERIOR 1KBTRUCTION — 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

&B. 

Rs. 

University 



23,887 

600 



48,843 

130 

73,460 

68,949 

Colleges or Departments of Col- 
leges alii hated to th^ Univer- 
sity in Arts— 

• > 











Government Colleges 

1,0G,919 


8,193 




75,015 

39 

2,80,166 

2,80,166 

Private Colleges, aided 

20,097 



38,123 



18,664 

10,180 

93,864 

03,864 

Total 

2,17, 91G 


8,193 

38,123 



93,679 

16,219 

3.7U030 

3,74,030 

Scholarships held in Colleges— 











Senior 

25,631 








25.031 

25,631 

Junior ... 

37,783 


...... 



f 



37,783 

37,783 

Endowed 



6,870 






6,876 

6,870 

Total 

2,81,330 


15,069 

38,123 




10,219 

4,44,320 

4,44,320 

Secondary Instruction— 











Higher Class English Schools— 











Government Schools 

1,22,707 


7,170 

0,447 



2,25,913 

4,06-2 

3,66,299 

3,58.466 

Pi ivato Schools, aided 

•61,728 


2,370 


4,505 


79,100 

5,362 

1,99.742 

1,90.549 

Middle Class English Schools— 











Governuient^chools 

10,501 



453 

- . 


10,905 

100 

22,079 

*22,048 

Private Schools, aided 

1.36,799 


7,014 

1.48,133 

1,710 


95,039 

8,150 

3.97.983 

3,9-2,1-24 

Middle Vernacular Schools — 








# 



Government Schools 

47,223 


48 

l^G2l 

240 

408 

23,107 

2,348 

74,095 

74,995 

Private Schools, aided 

1,09,829 

156 

1,204 

E 

1,445 

156 

71,061" 

3,730 

2,73,836 

2.71,930 

Total 

4,78,847 

156 



warn 

1J04 

6.05,794 

23.752 

13,34,936 

13,10,112 

Scholarships held in Higher and 
Middle Schoo's — 



m 

■ 


4 





Minor ... 

9.194 



■ 





9.19* 

t 9.194 

Vernacular 

28,760 








28,700 

28,700 

Endowed 



2,220 






2,220 

2.22# 

Total 

it,10,801 

156 


•2,99,671 

7,900 

1,104 

5,03.794 

23,752 

13,75,110 

13,56,286 

Primary Instruction — 






■ 





Lower Class Vernacular Schools — 






■ 





Government Schools 

1,428 







16 

1,586 

1,466 

* PrivRlc Schools, aided 

30,287 


181 

17,142 

1,306 



4.491 

71,010 

70,236 

Pathsalas, aided 

4,10.984 

195 

$6* 

54,061 

2,233 

1,361 

2,36,361 

13,839 

7,19,301 

7.10,405 

Total 

^ 4,42,699 

195 

445 

71,200 

3,599 

3,361 

3,54,040 

# 18,346 

7,91,897 

7,88,107 

Scholarships held in Vernacular 
Schools— 




j 

■ 

■ 

, 




Pijpnary # 

13,961 



A. ... 



J 

) 

13,961 

13,961 

• Total 

4.66,060 

195 

445 

* 71,206 

8,599 

1,361 

!B9 

18,346 

8,05,858 

8,02,068 

Instruction for Females— 



9 


■ 

■ 





Govojjunent Schools 

6,969 





1 

l 1.197 

16 

7,182 

7,182 

Private Schools, aided 

62,004 



2,733 

78,250 

1,706 


16,186 

26,089 

1,80,918 

1,75,114 

Total 

67,973 


2.733 

78,250 

1,706 


17,333 


1,94,100 

1,32,296 

Total of General Instruction ... 

13,22^4 

351 

C2.1O0 

4,87,760 

13,205 

2,46 

9,19,595 

84,562 

28,92,848 

28,53,919 


30 
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Return of Receipts and Expenditure of Educational Establishments for the year beginning 
l8< April 1874 and ending 31s£ March 1875. — (Continued.) 
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3 

4 

6 
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7 * 

8 
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Received. 




Expended. 

Nature of Establishment. 

ii 

a § 

z | 

H 

a 

Local rates or 
cesses. 

Endowments. 

Subscriptions. 

K 

I 

•1 

• Si 

3 

s 

V-t 

o 

« w 
-j v 
rL w 

$£ 

|l 

m 

CD 

e 

vs 

rS 

f= 

cs 

tn 

k 

t 

Fun*ls not includ- 
ed in foregoing 
headings. 

I 

3 

H 

Special Instruction— 

Rs. • 

Rs. | 

> Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. " 

Law Departments affiliated to 
the University 

736 






22,293 


23,029 

23,029 

Medical College. English De- 
part ment, affiliated to the 
University , ... 

80,760 






24,720 

t 

1,05,486 

1,05,486 

Scholarships in ditto 

4,063 


900 






5.508 

* 5,568 

Engineering Department of 
the Presidency college affi- 
liated to the University ... 

29,966 






13,253 


43,219 

43,219 

Scholarships in ditto 

6,217 


237 






5,454 

5,454 

Civil Service Departments ... 

7,428 






3,292 


10,720 

10.720 

Scholarships in ditto 

657 









657 

657 

Madrasahs 

' *33,751 

a 



15 



1,288 


35,054 

35,054 

•Medical Schools (vernacular) 

54,540 






21,106 

3,836 

79,482 

79,482 

Scholarships in ditto 

t3,9C7 








3,967 

3,907 

School of Art 

18,419 







1,539 


19,958 

19,958 

Other Technical Schools— Go- 
vernment 

13,094 







1,033 

14,127 

14,127 

Other Technical Schools -rid- 
ed 

180 




539 



V" 

272 

991 

979 

Normal Schools for Masters— 











Government Normal Schools 

1," 5,623 

•» 





1,971 

■a 

1^8,067 

1,38,067 

Guru-training class— aidd 

temporary 

* *910 






1 


911 

802 

• 

Aided Nonual Schools 

0,631 



15,583 



88 

960 

26,202 

25,989 

Normal Schools for Mistresses— 











Aided Normal Schools ... a 

M46 


....A 

8.716 



1,674 


10,836 

10,836 

Total of Special Instruction 

4, O', 993 ! 


1,137 

24,853 




91,231 

6,574 

5,29,788 

5,29, 45 1 

Miscellaneous— 

• 








. 


Charges for schools abolished 
during the year 28594 



2,538 

75 


2,894 

81 

29,182 

29,147 

Charge* incurred in the D. 
1\ W. on Government build- 
ings 

1,13,:. 78 



6,400 



•• V* 


1,19,978 

1,19,978 

Sundries, including Service 
Labels 

41,:r»3 



2,019 






43,773 

43,772 

Total of Miscellaneous •• 

1.78^5 



10,957 

75 


2,894 

81 

1,92,932 

1,92,897 

Superintendence— 

i 

• 








• 

i 

Direction 

46,125 








46,425 

U 40,4*5 

Inspection . •• 









8,04,701 

8.04,701 

f 

Total of Superintendence % .. 

3,51,1(7 








8,51,126 

3,51,120 

Grand total 

— 

22,58,1s 

361 

63,303 

5,23,560 

c 

13,280 

2,466 

10,13,720 

91,207 

t 

39,66,69*4 

39,27,396 

% 

— r 


* Exclusive of the cdt of scholarships in tho Calcutta Madrasah. _ „ 

t Exclusive of tho amends of the pupils in tho Hindustani classes of Medical College. 
X Paid from tho Priulry School Grant. « 
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• No returns from 14,062 pupils. | t No returns from 13,000 pupils. | t No returns from 57 pupils. 
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B. — EDticvrioN. • 

Distribution of Government, Aided , nnd Inspected Schools in the several Districts and Divisions 
• Under the Government of Bengal for the year 1874*75. 


DIVISION. 


Hurdwnu 


Presidency 


Rnjslmhi 


Orissa 


Names of Districts. 


Vernacular spoken. 


f Burdwan 
J Bankoora 
Bccrbhooin 
Mi dn n pur 

llooghly with Ilowrah 
Total 




24-Perguntiahs 

Nuddea 

Je8sore 


Total 


Calcutta 


(' Moorshedabad.. 
| Rajsliahi 
J Dinagepur 
j MaUla ... 
i Bopra ... . 

Rungporo 
\j Fubna ... 


Total 


{ Uittack ... 
A ! Pooree ... 
L Balasoro... 


Ch$ta*Nag]5ur ...«? 


Total 


Chittagong 


Hazaroobagh 

Lohardupga 

SingVhoom 

Manbhoom 


Bengali 
Bengali 
Bengali 
Bengali* 

Bengali and Urdu 


Bengali 

Bengali 

Bengali 


Bongali 

Bengali and Hindi 

Bengali 

Bengali 

Bengali 

Bengali 

Bengali 

Bengali 


Uriya 

Uriya 

Uriya 


Hindi and Bengali 
Hindi and Bengali 
Hindi and Bongali 
Bengali 


a 

s 

a 

5T 

a 


JS 

1 

1 

li 


U 

o 


ao D 

. 

C? ^ 

2 I 

O °H 

315 

Ec“ 

so« 

Vs 


i Total 

• j 

Chittagong 

Tipporah 

Noak holly 

Chittagong Hill Tracts 

Total 


3,523 

1.346 

1.344 

5.082 

1,424 


12,719 


Bengali and Mughi * 
Bengali and Tipperah 
Bengali ... 

Hill dialects 


2,034,745 

626,772 

695,021 

2.540,903 

1,488,550 


7,280,957 


2.788 

3,421 

3,058 


0,807 


2,578 
2,234 
4,126 
1,813 
1,501 
3,476 
. 1,966 


2.210,047 

1,812,795 

2,075,021 


705 

396 

314 

2,162 

417 


+4,024 


107.009 


1,372 

897 

808 


6,097,863 


417,001 


3,077 


102,617 


333 


1,353,626 

1.310,729 

1,501,921 

070,426 

089,467 

2,149,972 

1,211,591 


17,691 


3*78 

2,473 

2,000 


8,803,730 


7,717 


7,021 

12,044 

4,503 

4,914 


1,494,784 

709,674 

770,232 


464 

280 

461 

110 

116 

496 

280 


2,213 


3,034,690 


28,482 


2,498 

2,656 

1,557 

6.882 


13,692 


771376 

1,237,123 

415,023 

995,670 


539 

182 

217 


25,887 

10,362 

9.366 

41,257 

21,037 


o2 


Pi 

c 53 ^ 


10 


.3 

I 

S a 


f 


if 

Pk 


SLg 3 

&I3 

ojs 3 

ft* W O 

s M 


6 

3-4 

428 

2*308 

3*185 


47,798 

28,480 

20,300 


21,927 


13,201 

8,932 

8,990 

4,175 

3,177 

10,909 

9,798 


59,491 


10,190 

4,155 

5,972 


20,323 


182 

271 

95 


3 , 419,591 


1,127,402 

1,633,931 

713,934 

09,607 


3,444,874 


792 

4 


2Jft 

283 

187 

8 


679 


3,978 

7,293 

6,680 

6,938 


3*10 


*0346 

•075 

*045 

*008 

*03 


*055 


3*81 
4 52 


*002 

*049 

*038 


3*2 


*024 


5*5 

781 

8*9 

16*48 

12*71 

7*008 

7*02 


7*9 


6*9 

13*0 

9-5 

8*2 

$ 

*38*57 
44*44 
' %7*4 
*20*13 


23,789 


8,072 
► 9,673 


87 


24,630 


3591 


12*9 

9*38 

8-3 

12,294- 


2,324*58 


*06 


14*8 


074 


•34 

•022 

•03 

•016 

*017 

*02 

D2 


16*8 


49* 


•02 


••36 

02 

*028 


••24 

•021 

•022 

*02 

*023 


6*5 


6*7 4 


*018 

*018 

*02 

•0043 


*0603 


,7*1 


• Uriya and Sonthali are spoken in some parts of the f 

t Exclusion of 625 unaided schoola^ing an attendance of ip6 pupils. 
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B. — Education. — {Continued.) 

Distribution of Government , Aided \ and Inspected Schools in the several Districts and Divisions 
V under the Government of Bengal for the year 1874-75. • 


1 



3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

i 9 

1 

10 

DlVIlXON. 

Names of Districts/ 

Vernacular spoken. 

Area in square miles. 

Estimated popula- 
tion. 

7 
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=5 
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lerf 
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= £§ 
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*3 

u> 

i .x 
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m 

^ * 5 

'/5 

I 

!§ 

0.2 

as 

ei 3 

ts 

Ph 

£ c 

111 
>u — 

2 2 

si: o 

‘ 

r 

Dacca 

Bengali • 

2,807 

1,355.903 

416 

17,937 

12-0 

■oi S 




Burisal 

Bengali 

4,066 

1.874,201 

409 

13,892 

9-38 

*61 8 


Dacca ■< 










• 



Fureedpur 

Bengali 

2.305 

1,515,821 

340 

11,203 

8-3 

*02 


• 


Mymensingh 

Bengali 

0,293 

2,349,017 

413 

13,71 Jf 

2,294- 

43 




Total 



15.621 

7,595,032 

1,578 

56,748 

39*028 *0017 

7-r, 


r 

Julpigorco 

Hindi, Bengali, Bhootca*) 








Cooch Behar 




4,140 

513,377 

15V) 

3,708 

26 

*(>■; 

7**’ 


L 

Darjeeling 

Lepchn, Nepulis, and Gari ) 









r 

Patna ... 

Hindi and Hindustani ... | 

2,101 

1 ,559,633 

1 

| 300 

0,003 

C*S 

*02 




Shahabad 

Hindi and Hindustani ... 

4,3S5 

3,723,974 

335 

7,704 

13*1 

•uls 




Gya 

Hindi and Hindustani ... 

•4,718 

1,010,750 

136 

8,774 

10*8 

*022 




Samn 

II itidi juid Hindustani ... 

2,654 

2,063,860 

•104 

8,870 

6*6 

•oio 




Chumpurun 

Hindi 

3,531 

1,440,315 

182 

3,805 

10*4 

*012 



L 

Tirhoot 

Tirlmti, Hindi, and Hin- 

6,3 13 

4,384,706 

515 

11.605 

123 

■012 





dustani. 










Total 

! 

23,732 

13.122,713 | 

| 

2,181 

49,950 

10*0 < 

» *017 



r 

Bhagulpur 

Hindi, Hindustani, Bengali, 

4,327 

1,826,200 

2 SO 

6,264 

1-4*0 

*012 



1 1 

1 

ami Tirliuti. 










Mongliyr 

Hindi 

3,013 

J ,812,036 

220 

6,675 

1708 

*1)12 


Bimini I pur ...< 

. | 









k 

1 

! 

Purncah 

Hindi 

4,036 

1,714,795 

535 

10,603 

0*2 

"031 


U Sonthnl Pergunnalis ... 

Beneali and Hindi 

5,488 

1.250,287 

257 

5,349 

21*3 

*021 





# 



1 







Total 

• 1 

18,634 

0,61 3,358 

1,310 j 

28,891 

U*2 | 

*U2 I 

f ; 
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